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ESURRECTION as taught in the Bible isdeliverance of the dead from their graves (Dan.
12:2; John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:14, 15; Rev.
20: 11-13). The several resurrections of Bible times,
where only temporal life was restored, are only types
of the real deliverance, a coming work of Christ.
Closely akin to the coming resurrection work is an
Instantaneous change of the living faithful to the
same new life of the resurrected faithful (l Thess.4: 16,
17), ond that new life will be the glorious life of Christ,
immortality (1 Cor. 15:49-53).
Resurrection is beautiful. but complex. Uke archaeologists, scholars are ever uncovering deep
and long-hidden truths. Resurrection of the faithful to
immortality isnot all of the resurrection work. A nation,
even Israel. istobe resurrected (Ezek. 37: 11-14). John
"saw the dead, great and small" (Rev. 20: 12); and
Ppul taught" a resurrection of both the righteous and
the wicked" (Acts 24: 15). Christianity isabout due a
new birth (Rom. 8: 17-23; 1 John 3:2). Justice will be
resurrected (lsa. 16:5; Rom. 14:10). Then will "justice
roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing
stream- (Amos 5:24). Some will be raised "heirs of
God, and co-heirs with Christ"; some will plant and
build; some will be "least in the kingdom ": some will
be raised for judgment.
No arc nor angle of geometry suggests resurrection. Science offers no "Q.E.D." to our theme. That is
as it should be, for faith, not sight. marks the path and
life of the people of God. "Sothat your faith might not
rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power" (l Cor.
2:5), and "without faith it isimpossible to please God"
(Heb. 11:6).
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Prophetic
Resurrection Is prophetic. Therein is a reason for
human inability to demonstrate it. Bible prophecy invariably refers to the incredible so that, when It is
fulfilled,menmayknowthatGodlstrue.Anyonewith
two guesses can predict whether an unborn child will
be a boy or a giri, but God foretells the seemingly
Impossible.
God said there would be a Flood. Few, very few,
believed. The unbelievable Flood camel Pharaoh
little regarded Moses: but there was an Exodusl How
could Zedekiah be led captive into a land he would
not see? It happened, for his eyes were first burned
outl God said of Nineveh, "I will prepare your grave" :
and at last Nineveh was buried I A fallen Temple was
unthinkable to the Jews In Christ's time, but the
Temple felll Yesterday men died to make the worid
safe for democracy, and war was to be thereafter
ouftowed. but Christ's prophecy of "wars and rumors
of wars" Is being fulfilled In Asia, Africa, Europe, the
Americas, Australia, and remote islands of the seas.
More, a doubting clergy is today mocked by the
Jews' return to Palestine. Such are prophecy and
fact!
The voice that speaks of resurrection Isthe "word
of the prophets made more certain" - more certain
than science and sight. "Do not treat prophecies
with contempt" (1 Thess. 5:20). "Why should any of
you conslder It incredible that God raisesthe dead?"
(Acts 26:8). "God is not a man, that he should lie"
(Num. 23:19), and "what is impossible with men is
possible with God" (Luke 18:27).
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Hope 01 the Hebrews
The word "resurrection" isfrom the Greek "onestoss." hence does not appeor in the Old Testament.
The Hebrew writers believed in resurrection. however. and wrote vividly of it:
Job. before the days of Moses. asked. "If a man
dles.will he live again?· (14: 14). He answered his own
question. "All the days of my hard service I will wait
for my renewal to come. You will call. and I will
answer you; you will long for the creature your hands
have mode" (14:14. 15). and. "I know that my
Redeemer lives. and that in the end he will stand
upon the earth. And after my skin hos been destroyed. yet in my flesh I will see God· (19:25. 26).
Abraham "offered Isaac ... (he) reasoned that
God could raise the deed" (Heb. 11:17-19).
Joseph charged Israel to carry his bones out of
Egypt Into the Promised Land when the Exodus
should take place (Gen. 50:24. 25). Surely he envisioned the momlng of resurrection.
David wrote. "My body also will rest secure.
because you will not abandon me to the grave; nor
will you let your Holy One (Christ) see decov" (Psalm
16:9. 10). and "in righteousness I will see your face;
when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your
likeness· (Psalm 17:15).
Isaiah prophesied. "Your dead will live. their bodies
will rise.You who dwell in the dust. wake up and shout
for joy· (26: 19).
Jeremiah promised resurrection of the babies
slain by decree of Herod when Jesus wos sought.
saying. "Restrain your voice from weeping and your
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eyes from tears ... They will return from the land of the
enemy .... Your children will retum to their own land"
(31:16,17).

Eschatology
Pagan thought has warped modem theology.
Often at funerals, the dead are whisked off to
heaven because they were so very good, you know,
and they are pictured as more alive than when alive.
The Bible says, "David died and was burled ... David
did not ascend to heaven" (Acts 2:29,34), though he
was a man after God's own heart. Close study of
Acts 2:29-36will reveal this significant truth: the one to
be exalted "to the right hand of God" was the
Messiah - "both Lord and Christ: Had David ascended to heaven, he would have fulfilled that
office! Such did not happen, however, and David
knew that place was reserved for the Saviour, and
prophesied of it. Does it not foliow that persons who
claim their place at death isIn heaven with God are
encroaching upon the exalted position of Christ?
God said to Adam, "dust you are and to dust you
will return" (Gen. 3:19). God said to Hezekiah, "you
are going to die; you will not recover" (lso, 38: 1).Solomon said, "The dead know nothing" (Ecci. 9:5). Paul
said, "The wages of sin is death: (Rom. 6:23). Jesus
said, "Lazarus is dead," and , "I am going there to
wake him up," and, "Lazarus, come out"; and when
Lazarus came out of histomb he told nothing of a trip
to glory. According to Martha, he had started to
corrupt. Only resurrection power of Christ saved him.
(See John 11:11, 14,43.)
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The earth Isplantedwlth the dead. The seven seas
are vast, cold tombs. Only resurrection power of
Christ can redeem the dead who are scattered
everywhere. Jesus,modest, but Heirto God's power,
said, "I am the resurrection and the life" (John 11:25).
Only that Nazarene could say, "I am the Living One;
Iwas dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever!
And I hold the keys of death and Hades" (Rev. 1:18)
- not Dante's hell, but "hcdes." I.e .. the grave. Think
of the sealed vaults with their treasures awaiting the
retum of the One who holds the keys! He is coming.

When Christ Comes
When Jesus ascended" and a cloud hid him from
their sight" (Acts 1:9), angels said that He would
"come back in the same way" (v. 11).Jesushad also
promised, "If I go ... I will come back" (John 14:3).
Peter wrote, "When the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive the crown of glory" (1 Peter 5:4).
"The Lord himself will come down from heaven,
with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God" (1 Thess.
4:16). "The trumpet will sound, the dead will be
raised" (1 Cor. 15:52). Christ "died for us so that,
whether we are awake or asleep, we may live togetherwith him" (l Thess.5:10). He "will transform our
lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body"
(Phil. 3:21). "Now we see buta poor reflection; then
we shall see face to face" (1 Cor. 13:12). A thousand
years before the nativity, David wrote: "when I
awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness"
(Psalm 17:15), for "no good thing does he withhold

5

from those whose walk is blameless" (Psalm 84: 11).

Order
That groups will be raised at different times Isindicated by, "each In his own furn" (1 Cor. 15:23),
"Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first
resurrection" (Rev. 20:6), and "The rest of the dead
did not come to life until the thousand years were
ended" (v. 5).
It is apparent that each group will have Its own
position before God. Personsin the firstresurrection of
Revelation 20:6 are to be kings and priests, and the
second death will have no power on them. Others
raised will have inferior positions and, following the
"great white throne- judgment of Revelation 20:11.
some will be "thrown into the lake of fire, - "this isthe
second death- (Rev. 20:15; 21:8). Jesus is "the firstbom among many brothers- (Rom. 8:29), and "when
he comes, those who belong to him- will be raised (1
Cor. 15:23).
It isfolly not to belong to Christ. The wheat will be
spared, and no one need choose to be a weed
(Matt. 13:29).

Baptism and Resurrection
Christ's baptism was not to wash away Hissin; He
had none. "To fulfill all righteousness- (Matt. 3:15),
Jesus consecrated Himselfto God, knowing it meant
death, burial, and resurrection. That was typified in
his baptism. The shadow of Calvary's cross reached
the banks of the Jordan River, and Jesus walked in
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that shadow to His death. He "endured the cross"
because of the "joy set before him" (Heb. 12:2).
Baptism meant that much to Christl How else shall we
explain Christ's words: "I have a baptism to undergo.
and how distressed I am until it is completed" (Luke
12:5O)?Hence. also. came the question. "Can you .
. . be baptized with the baptism Iam boptzed with?"
(Mark 10:38).
Are you, friend, able to be baptized in the watery
grave, knowing that it typifies the offering of your life
to Christ?
There is a promise to help youl The promise, in
Paul's words, is, "If we have been united with him in
his death, we will certainly also be united with him In
his resurrection" (Rom. 6:5). The promise In the words
of Christ is, "Whoever believes and isbaptized will be
saved" (Mark 16:16).
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