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I~IHERE

"PP"" to be "' much difference of opinion
on BAPTISM as upon any other subject taught in
.,. the Bible. Some claim that it is a "non-essential,"
that man can be saved as well without it as by obeying the commandment. Many claim that there
are three modes. Some denominations give the candidate
his choice of mode, claiming that one is equally good as the
as the other. The translators of the authorized Bible must
have had preconceived notions or they would have translated the original word, baptiso, into English instead of leaving
the word in Greek form. If they had translated it immerse,
all would have been plain; no room for a dispute. The Roman Catholics admit that Immersion was the original mode
and that the pope changed it,--- being infallible, he had a
right todo ~o. This we have a right to dispute since he is
not infallible by any means. God does not sanction the right
of any man to change any of his commandments. Rev. 22:
18-19.If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add
un to him the plagues that are written in this. book: and if
any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of
life. So people need to be careful about changing what has
been written for our instruction. If the three words, dip,
pour, and sprinkle, all have the same meaning, why use more
than one word? As an illustration, take Lev. 14:15-16. And
the priest shall take some of the log of oil, arid pour it into
the palm of his left hand: and the priest shall dip his right

finger in the oil that is in his left hand, and sprinkle of the oil
with his finger seven times before the Lord. Here we see
that the three words are used, all having a different meaning.
If they all have the same meaning, why use more than one
word? The answer is plain: they all -have different meanings. The word, baptize, has a meaning of its own,---dip,
plunge, or immerse; to go under the water and be raised
out of it; a symbol of Christ's death, burial and resurrection.
Neither sprinkling nor pouring meets the requirement for
baptism. Those who change the ordinance, forfeit their right
to salvation.
Those who realize that obedience to the will of God is
a necessary qualification for admission into the kingdom of
heaven will readily perceive that a correct understanding of
the divine law is of great consequence to them, that they may
know the way of life; and no one who comprehends this truth
and has an earnest desire for salvation will turn from an intelligent and thorough Investigation of this important subject.
The Lord Iesus Christ occupies the exalted position of
Redeemer and Savior of mankind; there is none other name
given, whereby man can be saved. Therefore, it is to his Gospel, and not to the plans and theories of men, that we must
look for the only means of salvation. He taught men and
women to come to him by faith and repentance and baptism,
and thus be numbered with his people. His promise of salvation is made to the baptized believer; "He that believeth and
is baptized shall be saved:" (Mark 16:16), and he commanded his apostles to baptize all who received their teachings.
(Matt. 28:19}.
The-mode of baptism was also designated by the Lord,
and his instructions were strictly obeyed by his servants. The
Apostle Paul testifies that there is "one Lord, one faith,
one baptism" (Eph. 4:5), and those who received that baptism thereby "put on Christ." (Gal. 3:27). He describes the
manner inwhich the ordinance was performed by comparing
it to a burial and. to a planting: "Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism unto death; that like as Christ was raised

up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in the newness of life. For if we have been plant- •
ed together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in
the likeness of his resurrection." (Rom. 6:4-5). As the Lorn
had been buried in the waters of the river Jordan, "coming
up out of the water" (Mark 1:10), so also were the Saints
"buried with him in baptism" (Col. 2:12); they received the
ordinance by immersion in water according to the prescribed
method, and thus were "with him in baptism." This is the
divine principle that was observed by the Immerser, John,
when he "was baptizing in JEnon near to Salim, because
there was much water there." (lohn3:23).
The divine Master, in his conversation with Nicodemus,
emphatically declares the law of God respecting the form of
baptism-s-that it is to be performed in water. He says: "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be born of water and.
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." (lno.
3:5). This declaration he exemplified in his own action. John
the Baptist was sent of God to baptize with water (Jno. 1:6,
33), and Jesus insisted on receiving that ordinance at his
hands "to fulfill all righteousness." When he had been "born
of the water," and had come up out of the water, the Spirit
of God came upon him, and the voice of God was heard,
"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. (Matt.
3:13-17).
This is the pattern that the Lord gave as the requirement made by his Father; for he bears witness that the ordinance administered by John the Baptist is "the counsel of
God." (Luke 7:30). Under this the repentant believer goes'
down into the water with the one sent of God to baptize, is
buried therein and raised up again in the likeness of Christ's
resurrection. He is thus born of the water, receiving the
baptism appointed by the Lord. The remission of his sins
then comes from God by his' Son Jesus Christ, and is given
through baptism. He is cleansed aud purified;. his past sins
are blotted out; he is as a newborn babe before God.
Thus do the Scriptures teach how the ordinance of bap-

tism is administered···its mode, as well as its object and necessity. They also teach that, in order for the ordinance to
be effectual, it must be performed by one authorized to act
in the name of the Lord. Those who do hot repent of their
sins are not eligible for baptism (Matt. 3:7, 17); nor are the
acts of unauthorized persons ratified by the Lord; for "no
man taketh this honor unto himself, but he that was called
of God as was Aaron." (Heb. 5:4). Aaron was called by the
voice of God, through Moses. (Ex. 4:14·15).
This principle is clearly set forth by our Savior. He cornmanded his apostles to "teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost." (Matt. 28:19). But long before this he gave them
the divine commission to act in his name wheresoever he
should send them. "He ordained twelve, that they should be
. with him, and that he might send them forth to preach."
(Mark 3:14). The divine authority which they possessed was
the source of their power. This fact he impressed upon them,
saying, ''Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth' fruit, and
that your fruit might remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask in
my name, he may give it you." (John 15:16). If they had
started out on their own authority without being chosen
would God have recognized ordinances performed by them in
his name?·Certainly not; for the reason he had chosen and
ordained them was that they might be qualified to "go and
bring forth fruit." "The Holy Ghost came on them; and they
spake with tongues, and prophesied." (Acts 19:1·6). When
the servant of the Lord officiated in the ordinances of the
Gospel, the repentant believers were born of water and the
word was confirmed in them by the workings of the power
of God.
The birth, the burial, the planting in water, without
which ordinance, and the birth of the Spirit (which is the
resurrection of the righteous dead to the immortal state and
the change of the righteous living. See Ino. 3:3; 1 Cor. 15:51,
onward; 1 Thes. 4:16:17), the Lord has said that no man can
enter the kingdom of heaven. "Enter ye in at the strait gate"
that leads to life eternal.
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