. Fi/'II SlepI
~~

~~

~

'. In Bible Siudy
•

By Alan Hayward

S

O WE are going to give the Bible a chance to
speak for itself. In other words, we are
going to set about reading it. Perhaps you have
never read it before, at least not since childhood. What is the best way to begin?
This is not easy, because there are several
things about the Bible that tend to put off the
beginner. To begin with, there is its sheer size:
more than a thousand large pages. The older
versions are usually bound in a forbidding
black. They are written in an unfamiliar, oldfashioned style of English. Some chapters seem
almost impossible to understand, even in a
modern translation. Other parts are just lists of
names, which are about as interesting at first
glance as a page from a telephone directory.
What's that? You were about to give it up as
hopeless before you had even begun? Hold on!
Remember that this is the book that has transformed the lives of millions. Countless multitudes of ordinary, uneducated men and women
have found it a delight to read. Large numbers
of them have willingly faced martyrdom on account of it. Don't give up too easily. There
must be more in this book than you think.
Cheer up! It is possible to break yourself in
as a Bible reader, quite painlessly, if you use the
right method. In fact, you should be able to
enjoy it, right from the word "go." The three
essentials are:
(1) Choose an attractive modern translation.
(2) Don't try to read right through from
Genesis to Revelation at your first attempt. Instead, begin by concentrating on the most readable parts of the Bible.
(3) Most important of all: use the well-tried
technique of reading the Bible with a purpose
in mind.
Choosing your "beginner's Bible" will not
take long. It is essential to have a complete

Bible, and not just a New Testament. Transla·
tions made by whole teams of scholars are obviously to be preferred to those made by one
man. Protestant versions are to be preferred to
Roman Catholic versions, because all Catholic
translations are affected to some extent by the
Catholic doctrine that the Church has the right
to interpret the Bible.
This narrows the field to two modern translations, the Revised Standard Version and the
New English Bible. The Revised Standard Version has the advantage that it sticks fairly close
to the meaning of the Hebrew and Greek. The
New English Bible, on the other hand, is less
accurate because it tends to interpret the Hebrew and Greek more freely; but many people
find it more readable. Either will serve your
purpose, as a Bible to begin on.
Selected Readings
The Old Testament tells the story of God's
people, from the very beginning up to about
400 B.C. Right from the very first book it foretold the coming of a Saviour-King, who would
save men from sin and rule the world in righteousness.
The New Testament begins with the birth of
this Saviour-King (Jesus). It goes on to tell of
His life, death, resurrection, and ascension to
heaven. It describes the early history of the
Church that He founded, and includes a number of letters written by His followers. It ends
with a vision of the future, and an oft-repeated
promise that one day He will come back to the
earth.
The two Testaments are like two halves of a
jig-saw puzzle. It is impossible to make complete sense of one without the other. For this
reason Old and New Testament readings are
interspersed in the table that follows.

The Gospel of Mark
Genesis
Exodus (chapters 1-24)
The Gospel of Luke
Joshua (chapters 1 to 10, and chapter 24),
Judges and Ruth
The Acts of the Apostles
First and Second Samuel
The Gospel of Matthew
First and Second Kings
Paul's Epistles to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon
Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther
The Epistles of James, Peter, and John
Proverbs
Paul's Epistles to the Corinthians and the
Philippians
Isaiah
The Gospel of John
Jonah and Malachi
At the rate of one long chapter or two short
chapters a day, that list should last you about a
year. By the end of that time you will have
quite a good idea of what the Bible isabout,
You may then be tempted to go on and read
the books you have missed. My advice is: don't.
First spend another year working through this
selected list again. You will be surprised how
much more you learn on the second time
round.
Reading With a Purpose
For a little while you may find it hard to
stick to your resolve to read at least a chapter a
day. Make a real effort to do this. It is worth it.
You would never make a pianist unless you
were prepared to practice regularly. Similarly,
to get to know the Word of God you need to
read it every day-or, at any rate, nearly every
day.
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Prayer will help you here. Tell its Author
that you want to read His Book each day. Ask
Him to strengthen your resolve to do so. And
each day, as you settle down to read, ask Him
to make your reading enjoyable and fruitful.
There are many Bible-readers' prayers in
Psalm 119. Here is one of them that may help
you: "Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of Thy Law."
If possible, do your Bible readings in company. Perhaps husband, wife, parents, or children will agree to join you. Perhaps you can get
together with one or two friends; if they are
already Bible-believers, so much the better.
But whether you read alone or in company,
don't just read and shut the book. You will
benefit only a little that way. The real value of
the reading comes from looking (or talking) it
over afterwards, to see what you can learn from
it.
This is what is meant by "reading with a
purpose." When you have read a chapter, try to
answer these three questions about it:
(a)' What did it convey to its first readers?
(b) "what does it tell you about God's work
in the world?
(c) What lessons can we learn from it to
help us in everyday life?
You will soon find that nearly every chapter
becomes interesting when you ask these questions. You won't always be able to answer all
three. But with practice you will generally be
able to answer at least one of them.

-Taken
from GOD'S TRUTH, copyright by Allan
Hayward, published by Marshall, Morgan & Scott,
used by permission.
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