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INTRODUCTION
.~~

The following article was written some time ago by
the late Mrs. A. C. Hartman, Athens, Mich., being "A
Letter to a Friend," which she did not send right away,
and finally did not send at all, but which was so ably
written that the undersigned thought it well worth publishing as a memorial to th~ faith of this noble daughter of the Most High God, whose Son she looked for,
. as promised, and who we believe'!will surely bring her
fortp from her.prese~t resting place, when the trump
shall sound and "the dead in Christ shall rise first." .
F. V. Blakely.
1037 Lafayette Ave., S. E.,
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Dear Mrs. B.:
You say: "As you are a Bible worshiper, we
wish to propound to you a few questions for you to answer."

First, let me say' that I do not claim to be a Bible
worshiper; but I do claim to worship the God of the Bible. I cannot think that there is no power superior to
myself, or the race to which I belong. When you see a
foot-print, you naturally enough conclude that a foot
made it. So when I look about me and see so much'
wisdom and power manifested in the construction of
the universe, I say that a great and wise being has surely contrived and made all these things. I look up with
adoration and.say with another, "Great and marvelous
are 'thy works, 0 Lord God Almighty." Rev. 15:3. "The
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
showeth his handiwork." Psa. 19:4. I believe that God
made man, not that he came into existence by chance.
That he had a purpose in making him; and that sometime those purposes will be carried out': I believe that,
God has revealed enough of his purposes to us that w~
may know something of what they are, and what he
advises us to do. That he has caused and will cause
the Gospel to be preached unto all nations for them to
accept or reject as they may see fit. That this Gospel
was preached to Abraham, saying: "In thee and in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed." Gen.
12:3. That Gal. 3:16, 29, tells us that Christ and those
that are Christ's are the seed that are to bless/ all nations.
A very great honor is to be conferred upon Christ
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and his saints, or heirs, or fellow-workers, in the coming age. In order to bless the nations fully, Christ lis
finally to set up his kingdom; establish his government,
and 'execute his laws. The Gospel is declared to be
good news or glad tidings concerning this Kingdom of
God, and the name of Jesus Christ. I believe this Gospel. I believe that" God will take out from among the
nations a people for his name. That those who are taken out are tried and true. Have been adopted into the
family of Christ by believing his Gospel and being baptized into his name.
Then, they are to labor for Christ. Work not:only
for the interest of or good of his family, but for the interest of the whole family of man. The work that Christ
-requires Christians to do tends to elevate the race, and
~:make.them in every way better. The. New Testament,
which is the Christian's guide, teaches him to be moral,
self-restraining, kind, peaceable, loving, charitable, followers of that which is good, gentle, truthful, honest. It
teaches them to 'do by others as they would that others
.should do by them. It furthermore requires or advises
people to be diligent, not slothful in business, fervent in
spirit, serving the Lord.
When Christ says ."Take no thought for the morrow", He adds, for or because "Sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof". That is, don't be over-anxious
about the future-s-trouble comes soon enough without
borrowing it. A,man's life 'consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth; therefore he
need not bestow unnecessary thought upon what shall
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we eat and wherewithal shall we be. clothed, seeing
these are not the most important part of what we live
for.
'
I fail to find in any of Christ's teachings anything
that sanctions indolence. "Let us not be weary in welldoing, for in due time we shall reap if we faint not."
Gal. 6:9. Such is the teaching of the Bible.
Temperance in all things is also enjoined. Children
are taught to honor and obey their parents in the Lord,
and those who are in the Lord or who are true followers
of him, will require nothing of their children but what
is just and right. People are taught to be subject to
the laws that be. That is, be law-ab iding citizens. To
remember their creator in the days of their youth, for
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. A
good understanding-have all they that do his commandments.
, You ask in what direction Mr. Ingersoll uses his influence. If he advises drunkenness, theft, murder, prostitution, polygamy, adultery, hypocrisy, or does he advise people to be temperate, industrious, and to educate
themselves, and try to live happy and make others so,
and not live by faith alone.
I might ask you as well if the New Testament teaches any of these wicked things, such as intemperance,
murder, etc. Hear what Paul says: "Now the works of
the flesh are these: Adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and such like: ofthe which
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I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past,
that they which do such things shall not inherit the
Kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 'temperance: against such there is no law." Gal. 5:
19-23. He says, verse 25, "Let us also walk in the Spirit."
Would you think this bad advice from Paul?
If you have read anything of the life of Paul, you
know, of course, that he was an educates! man and
spake several languages. Please read the 26th chapter
of the Acts of the Apostles, and you will see that he
persecuted Christ .and Christians and, while so doing,
thought he was doing his duty. He says (Acts 20:9-10):
"I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many
things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which
thing I also did in Jerusalem: and many of the saints did
I shut up in prison, having received authority from the
chief priests; and when they were put to death, t gave
my voice against them". And the account says that he
punished them even unto strange cities. "Whereupon
as I went to Damascus with authority and commission
from the chief priests, at midday, 0 king, I saw in the
way a Iight from heaven, above the brightness of the
sun, shining around about me and them that journeyed
with me. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I
heard a voice speaking to me, and saying to me in the
Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? it
is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. And I said,
Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I am Jesus whom
thou persecutest.
But rise, and stand upon .t~y
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feet: for I have appeared unto thee for this purpose, to
make thee a minister and a witness both of these things
which thou hast seen, and of those things in the which
I will appear unto thee; delivering thee from the people,
and from the Gentiles, unto whom now I send thee, to
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they
may receive the forgiveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
Whereupon, 0 king Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto
toe heavenly vision: but shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts
of Judea, and then to the Gentiles that they should re-"
pent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.
For these causes the Jews caught me in the temple; and
went about to kill me, Having, therefore, obtained help
of God, I continue unto this day, witnessing to small and
great, saying none other things than those which the
prophets and Moses did say should come; that Christ
should suffer, and that He should be the first that should
rise from the dead, and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. And as he thus spake for himself, Festus said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside
thyself; much learning doth make thee mad. But he
said, I am not mad, most noble Festus; but speak forth,
the words of truth and soberness. For the king knoweth
of these things, before whom I also speak freely; for I
am persuaded that none of these things are hidden from
him; for these things were not done in a corner. King
Agrippa, believest thou the prophets? I know that thou
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believest. Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian. And Paul said, I would
to God that not only thou, but also all that hear me this
day, were both almost, and altogether such as I am, except these bonds." Acts. 26:12-29.
I might say to you, as Paul did to Agrippa, that I
would that you were not almost, but altogether persuaded to be Christians, but I see by your letter that it
would be of no use, as you think so little of Christ and
Christians. Perhaps you are ready to deny that such a
personage ever existed. If he never existed, why do we
say with reference to date; lS----? 0, yes, says one, I believe that there was such a person as Christ. That he
was a good man, truthful, honest, upright-v-far in advance of his time, but he was no more the son of God
thanv l am. Now if he claimed to be the Son of God
when •he was not, could he be a good, honest, truthful
man? If any person claims to be what he is not, isn't
he an imposter, a deceiver? Now the question is, Was
Christ an imposter? It seems from what we have been
reading that Paul once thought that Christ was a deceiver, but he afterward changed his mind and became thoroughly convinced that he was the one that Moses arid
the prophets did say should come. It seems from Paul's
account that he saw a light at midday above the brightness of the sun, and a voice said to him, Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me? And Paul said, Who art thou, Lord?
The answer was, I am Jesus of Nazareth whom thou
persecutest.
Perhaps you doubt that Paul and those
that were with him ever saw such a light and heard
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such a voice. But it was at midday so that there was
. no possible chance for them to be deceived. After this,
Paul went about preaching and showing the glad tidings.
of Christ's coming kingdom, and just before Paul's death
he says, "I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me
at that Jay, and not to me only, but unto all those who
love his appearing." 2 Tim. 4:7-8.
No one need try for immortality unless he feels so
disposed; but in casewe should fail to gain it, even then,
the New Testament furnishes us with the best of rules
to guide us through life. You can find no better: anywhere. If so, where and what? You do not believe in
livingon faith alone. Neither do I. Says James, "Faith
without works is dead." Ias. 2:20.
You say that many hateful crimes in Christ's name
have been done. will you please tell me where in the
New Testament God requires hateful crimes' to be done?
It says, "Overcome evil with good." Rom. 12:2. And,
"Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them." Matt. 7:12. You say that "for more
than fifty years the church has carried the black flag.
Her vengeance has been measured only by her power."
Now, was it the true church of Christ that put people to
death in every conceivable way? Was it not the apostate
church, the old Roman Catholic harlot, that was guilty?
It was not the true church of Christ. Let the blame
rest where it belongs .. It seems to me that with the belief that you "have, you must think it very unfortunate
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for you that you were ever born in a land where God,
Christ or the Bible were ever heard of. Why doesn't
Ingersoll collect a great band of his followers together
and form a colony somewhere away from those who believe in God or the Bible, and there set an example that
will be so much better than Christ set for his followers?
Wouldn't they astonish the countries outside their border 3 with their worthy examples and noble actions! They
would not condescend. to say, "Lord be merciful to me
a sinner!" 0, no, that would be too humiliating for them.
They surely would not and could not acknowledge any
obligation to any power higher than themselves. With
their exceedingly lofty ideas and perfect rules, no doubt
everything would work with a perfect charm (?) ..
I am really astonished that any female should raise
her-voice against the Bible and Christianity after knowing what it has done for woman. Where true Christian society is found, there woman is most elevated, respected
and loved. Those who have visited foreign countries 'say
that women are treated no better than slaves, and not
as much mercy is shown them as ought to be shown
to dumb brutes. Christianity, when carried out fully, elevates woman to the place where she really belongs; and
why should she find fault with it? If she does, she is
surely working against the best interests of her sex.
Why ridicule a true friend, and underta_ke to trample
him beneath our feet? Of such I would say, as Christ
said <if his murderer's. "Father forgive them, for they
knownot what they' do."
Some may think that if the world were converted to
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infidelity, we should have a great deal better state of
things than we now have. I know' of a surety that
there would be a worse state of things; for man at his
best estate is altogether vanity. We may scoff and ridicule as much as we please, we are then only fulfilling
what Paul said should come. "Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after
their own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise of his
coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation."
3 Pet. 3:3-4. Evil men and seducers are to wax worse
and worse. "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in
the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared
with a hot iron; forbidding to marry, and commanding
to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe and
know the truth." 1 Tim. 4:1-3. Doesn't this point out
spiritualism and freeloveism? As it was in the days of
Noah, so shall it be when the Son of man shall come.
Because there are hypocrites in the WOrld,we ought not
to say that all are so. Would there be so much counterfeit without some genuine? Surely not.
Sincerely yours,
Mrs. A. C. Hartman.
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