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The Nature of the Soul
"Behold, all souls are mine; as the
soul of the father, so also the soul
of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die." - Ezekiel 18: 4.

DESPITE
the fact that the One who created us
tells us plainly that the soul is subject to death,
the great majority of people prefer to believe that
the soul of man is deathless. This indifference to
God's teaching had its commencement in the Garden of Eden. God told Adam that he was not to
eat of a certain tree, saying, "In the day that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." But the serpent contradicted God, saying, "Ye shall not
surely die," and Adam and Eve preferred to listen
to the serpent. Because man disobeyed God, and
"lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore
the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden." If there is in reality a part of man which
is immortal and cannot die, then Adam is still Iiving, This would mean that God's efforts to keep
Adam from living forever were futile, and that He
and 110tthe serpent was the one who did the lying.
Yet we know that God cannot lie (T'itus 1 :2) and
that His efforts are never futile (Nul11. 23 :19;
Rom. 4:21). 'I'he false doctrine of inherent immcrtality was an invention of Satan to get people
to obey him rather than God.
How tenaciously men hold to that doctrine!

Scientists 'often develop theories in order to discover new facts. Such theories are based, more or
less, on conjecture, and are never accepted as factual until they have been subjected to every possible test and proved to be true. But the average
theologian
is. content
to accept theories based
wholly on assumption,
and untested
by known
facts. Particularly
is this true in the case of the
immortal-soul theory. The believer in soul immortality assumes that the soul is an entity separate
from the body. There is no real basis for any such
assumption.
Because the life processes, such as
the senses, emotions, intelligence, and will are attributes of the soul and have their source in the
soul, he reasons that the soul may very easily exist
independently of the body.
Let us see what the facts do to such reasoning.
I know a man whose mental faculties are impaired by disease, Although he formerly possessed
normal intelligence,
at present
his intelligence
compares to that of a moron. If intelligence is determined not by the brain structure but by an immortal, incorruptible
"soul" within, the impairment of this man's mental faculties must of necessity be traced to that soul. That his brain was affected by the disease is affirmed by reputable doctors. But, according to popular theory, his "soul"
could not have been affected by the disease for
the very reason that it is supposed to be incorruptible. Thus, the impairment of his intelligence
can be traced only to the impairment of his brain,
This leaves us with but one conclusion: that iutelligence has its source in the body structure.
If
that is true of one of the life processes, it is true
of all the life processes-that
they all have source
ill the body structure, We have already aeknowl-

edged that they have their source in the soul, and
we have now found that they have their source in
the body. This is all very consistent by reason of
the fact that the soul includes the body, and is
not separate from it.

IN

MAN'S creation, "the Lord God formed man
of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became (not
incarnated)
a living soul." When we analyze this
statement of Scripture, we find that the soul has
two component parts, namely: "the dust of the
ground"
(the elements and compounds actually
found in the soil) and "the breath of life" (air
containing
oxygen, the element essential to all
earthly life). The dust of the ground was fashioned into the form of a man. At this point man
was nothing more than a lifeless body. He was not
a soul in any sense of the word, dead or otherwise.
It waa.after the breath was breathed into his nostrils thllt man became a soul. He became a "living
soul"; literally, a soul dependent upon life energy
for its existence. The soul came into existence upon
the union of the breath with the body, and not
before,
When I studied chemistry I discovered, among
other things, that under specified conditions the
element hydrogen will unite with the element oxygen to form an altogether new substance called
water. By being thus united these two elements.
become water, just as the dust and breath "became" a soul in Genesis 2: 7. I discovered, further,
that water can be broken up into its component
parts by a process called electrolysis. So also is the
soul broken up into its component parts in death
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(Ecel, 12: 7; Psalm 104: 29). When the water was
broken up, it merely ceased to exist any longer.
That is exactly what happens to the soul at death.
Its existence
ceases altogether
and completely.
For Scriptural
proof I will direct your attention
to Job 7: 21.. Job is saying that because God will
not pardon his transgression
and iniquity, he must
pay the penalty with death. He concludes by saying, "Thou shalt seek me in the morning, but I
shall not be." When a person uses that little oneletter word "I," he invariably
refers to his own
soul, which is to say, himself. On the resurrection
morning, will God call Job from the uttermost
reaches of space to come forth and. enter a new
body He has created for him ~ Certainly not, for
Job will not be. He says himself, "I shall not be."
David expected to "go hence, and be no more"
(Psalm
39: 13). How could the Scripturea
be
clearer on this matter-s
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immortal soulist looks upon a dead man,
and says that this is not the real man but only the
body or remains. He reasons that the real man, or
the soul, is missing because the real man was able
to hear and speak and move and comprehend, but
this dead man can do none of these things. And he
reasons correctly. But he concludes that since the
soul is missing, it must then be in existence somewhere else. Here, of course, he is in error, due to
misconception of the nature of the soul. He is evidently unaware that the soul is not a part but the
whole of man, that the body and the hreath are
the parts. Consequently,
he fails to realize that
the existence of the soul is entirely dependent upon
both body and breath.

Although many will say that the soul cannot be
destroyed, that only the body is capable of being
destroyed, we have God's own word that He "is
'able to destroy both soul and body in hell" (Matt.
10 :28). It is worth noticing that, according to this
verse, the same word "destroy" is applied to both
soul and body. Whatever happens to one will necessarily happen to the other. If hell is a place of
eternal fiery torment, then both soul and body are
to receive the same fiery torment, which makes the
immortal-soul
theory a little inconsistent.
If, on
the other hand, hell refers to the grave or a place
of destruction, both soul and body must come to
an end in death. The word which is here translated
"hell" comes from the Greek word "genna," ref'erring. to the Valley of Hinnom, or Gehenna, which
was a deep ravine sonthwest of Jerusalem where
the refuse. from the city was taken to be consumed by ever-burning fires. Indeed, in no dictionary of the English language is "destroy" defined
as being eternal torment. Rather, it is defined "to
consume or dissolve," the direct opposite of eternal torment.

SINCE
GOD was once able to bringa
soul into
existence, it is only reasonable to believe that He
can recreate it at will. And such the Bible teaches.
David says, "God will redeem my soul from the
power of the grave" (Psalm 49.: 15). David believed that the soul, as well as the body, is under.
the power of the grave, that is, of death. (cf.
Psalm 56: 13). He also believed that his soul
would at some future time be liberated from death.
If this be true, it follows that he will be brought
forth with a body of some kind, a body being es-
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sential to existence. Hence, the logical question:
"How are the dead raised up ~ and with what
body do they comes" (1 Cor. 15: 35).
When David is resurrected, death can no' more·
lay hold upon him, becanse the ransom for his redemption has been paid (1 Tim. 2: 6). That is
what led the Apostle Paul to quote with such enthusiasm: "0 death, where is thy sting~ 0 grave,
where is thy victory I" Because the soul can exist
only as long as the body endures, and because
David's soul is to be free from death, his body
must also be free from death. He must be raised,
then, with an incorruptible, immortalized body. Of
the resurrection body we read in 1 Corinthians 15:
42, that "it is raised in incorruption."
It is called
a spiritual body in contrast to the natural. "There
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body"
(v. 44).
"It doth not yet appear what we shall be" (1
John 3:2), for we have no way of comprehending
what existence with a spiritual body will be like.
But we believe that those who attain this "prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Phil.
3: 14), when they have attained it, will realize that
its glory far outweighs whatever trials and sufferings must be endured in this present life (Rom.
8:18; 2 Cor. 4:17). Christ's resurrection
proved
the possibility of immortality. If you and I make
the best possible use of the bodies God has already
given us, by serving Christ the Life Giver, we will
be accounted worthy of receiving eternal bodies
that we might have life eternal in His Kingdom.
"If ye through the spirit do mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall live" (Rom. 8: 13).
The reason for an actual eternal, incorruptible
body is that there might be eternal existence. If
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there could be eternal existence without a body,
why should God bother to create eternal bodies for
the righteous ~ Resurrection proves the nature of
the soul. Certainly, God does not do things without
purpose! The false doctrine of the immortality of
the soul was proclaimed by the. serpent, back in
the Garden of Eden, and has continued the basis
for all heathen religions and philosophies. "Beware
lest any man spoil you through philosophy and
vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments
of the world, and not after Christ"
(Col. 2:8).
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