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AY not thou, It is through
r
for thou oughtest not to do the
eth. Say not thou, He hath caused me 0 err: for he hath
no need of the sinful man" (Ecclesiasticus 15:11, 12).
"Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
rempteth he any man: but every man is tempted, when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed" (Tames
1:13, 14).
"He hath commanded no man to do wickedly, neither
. en any man license to sin" (Ecclesiasticus

_
(Rom.
,:AI);:me -~-reEpb.
11). It
is from the Greek word, proorizo also rransla ed "ordained before" (1 Cor. 2:7), and "determined
before"
(Acts 4:28). Thus, the Greek word occurs six times in
all. Predestination,
foreordination,
and ordained before,
are defined by Webster's Dictionary, as follows: "The
act of decreeing or foreordaining events; in theology, the
decree of God by which He has from eternity, unchangeably appointed or determined whatever comes to pass.
It is used particularly to denote the preordination at IlXD
to everlasting happiness or misery, and is p:!::1 changeable plan of the divine gO\o:=x:::::
words, the unchangeable
purpose
=d!;;tntl~*=
God." This is fatalism, and
of every individual, it makes
aD
choice; for in good or evil .
It is because of this COIXl::;x]I:E
of the statements ot the-'
c,

l
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even in his day. Note his correction: "And not rather,
(as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that
we say,) Let us do evil, that good may corne?" (Rom. 3 :8).
It is quite evident by Paul's writing that he was not a
fatalist in the sense that be was unable to do anything
to either keep or lose his status; else he would not have
stressed the thought of "how ye ought to walk and to
please God" (1 Thess. 4:1). He said: "I keep under my
body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means,
when I have preached to others, I myself should be a
castaway" (1 Cor. 9:27). Speaking of the works of the
flesh; he said: "They which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (Gal. 5:21). "Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good and acceptable, and perfect, will of God" (Rom.
12:2). These, and like scriptures, are rendered superfluous if the generally accepted idea: "That what is to be,
will be," is true, because it is impossible to change what
is decreed.
From the general tone of Scripture, it is evident that
God has given man the privilege of "choice" in either
serving Him or serving Him not. (Mal. 3:18.) The following texts are examples: "See, I have set before thee
this day life and good, and death and evil" (Deut. 30:15).
"I call heaven and earth to record this day against you,
that I have set before you life and death, blessing and
cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy
seed may live" (v. 19). In Eden there was a choice between the tree of life, and that of the knowledge of good
and evil (death). Joshua said: "If it seem evil unto you
to serve the Lord, choose you this day whom ye will serve"
(Josh. 24:15). "For that they hated knowledge, and did
not choose the fear of the Lord: they would none of my
counsel: they despised my reproof. Therefore shall they
eat of the fruit of their Own way, and be filled with their
own devices" (Prov. 1:29-31). Psalm 119:173 declares, "Let
thine hand help me; for 1 hauc chosen thy precepts."

Webster's definition of predestination is incompatible
with the following statements at Scripture: "Return unto
me, and I Will return unto you" (Mal. 3:7; Zech. 1:3).
"Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend
your doings" (Jer. 35:15). "Let the wicked forsake his
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him
return unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
my ways, saith the Lord" (Isa. 55:7, 8). If the reader will
take the time to examine the word "way" in any concordance, and notice the contrast between God's way and
's
> he will see as God said: "As the heavens are
the earth, so are my ways higher than your
1hoogbts than )OUT thoughts" (Isa. 55:9).
~
past safiered all nations to walk after
$Acrs 1 :16). When Israel lived in their
own land, -thq defiled it by their own way and by their
doings» (Ezek, 36:11 . "According to their way and according to their doings I judged them" (Ezek. 36:19).
It is evident that they were not following God's way.
Fatalism makes God responsible for all evil, and guilty
of causing authorities to punish criminals for crime which
they were made to do.
lt is true that the Scripture says: "I am the Lord, I
change not" (Mal. 3:6). What are the characteristics of
God which do not change? "The Lord passed by before
him, and proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful
and gracious) longsuffering. and abundant in goodness
and truth, keeping mercy tor thousands, forgiving iniqui and transgression and sin, and that will by no
dazr tJu guih ; visiting the iniquity of the fa,hr.,.,. ',,",rl die children, and upon the children's children,
=mm,,'
ctJtiJ"crland 0 the fourth generation" (Ex. 34:6, 7).
ilIA mrn away his face from you, if ye return
=to Iti - "1 Chron, 30:9). "Slow to anger, and plenteoos in IIJaC), He will not always chide [strive or contend]: neither will he keep his anger for ever. He hath
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not dealt with us after our sins; neither rewarded us
according to our iniquities" (Psa. 103:8-10). "Therefore
also now, saith the Lord, Turn ye even to me with all
your heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with
mourning: and rend your heart, and not your garments,
and turn unto the Lord your God: for he is gracious and
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil" (Joel 2:12, 13). "I have spread
out my hands all the day unto a rebellious people, which
walketh in a way that was not good, after their own
thoughts" (Isa. 65:2). " Behold, the Lord's hand is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that
it cannot hear: but your iniquities have separated between
you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from
you, that he will not hear. For your hands are defiled
with blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips
have spoken lies, and your tongue hath muttered perverseness" (Isa. 59:1-3).
Now notice Malachi 3:6, again: "For I am the Lord,
I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are. not. consumed." Still longsuffering and ready to forgive if they
would return to Him! He is unchangeable in that respect.
On the other hand, if they will not return to Him, He
"will by no means clear the guilty"! Therefore, He is unchangeable in this respect also.
A good example of God changing His attitude toward
man, when man turns or changes his ways (which does
not contradict the fact that He is an unchangeable God,
because this is one of His characteristics) is found in the
record of Nineveh. "God saw their works, that they
turned from their evil way; and God repented' of the
evil, that he had said that He would do unto them; and
did it not" (Jonah 3:10). Jonah said: "0 Lord, was nor
this my saying, when I was yet in my country? Therefore
I fled before unto Tarshish: for I knew that thou art a
gracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great
kindness, and repentest thee of the evil" (Jonah 4:2).
Here is further proof of this characteristic: "If that na-

tion, against whom I have pronounced, turn [rom their
evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto
them" (Jer. 18:7-10). The same is true of the individual:
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezek. 18:20). "But
if the wicked will turn from all his "ins that he hath
committed, and keep all my statutes, and do that which
is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall 1I0t die.
All his transgressions that he hath committed, they shall
not be mentioned unto him, in his righteousness that he
hath done he shall live. Have I any pleasure at all that
the wicked should die? saith the Lord God: and not
that he should return from his ways and live?" (vv, 2123).
The reverse is said of both the nation and the individual
that turn from righteousness to evil. God is ever thus;
therefore, it is said, "I change not." There is, however,
one occasion where He is said to have made a breach of
promise (or altered His purpose, margin), and made
Israel to serve forty years in the wilderness, a year for a
day in which they searched the land. (See Num. 14:34.)
The definition of the Greek words from which we get
the words predestination, foreordained, before ordained,
etc., according to Young are: proorizo, to mark off first
or beforehand (Rom. 8:29,30; Eph. 1:5-11; 1 Cor. 2:7;
Acts 4 :28); progmosho, to begin to know beiorch and,
and prographo, to write or describe before (Jude 4), ordained ; proetoimazo, to make ready before (Eph. 2:10),
afore prepared (Rom. 9 :23).
The fact that God foreknew, "declaring the end from
the beginning, and from ancient times the things that
are not yet done" (Isa, 46:10), no one can doubt, unless
he denies that God exists. Nor does it seem to be strange
that He "marked off before" certain things; and that He
"wrote or described" certain other things, for that proves
Him as God. "Let them bring them forth, and shew the
former things, what they be, rh.ir we may consider them,
and know the latter end of them; or declare us things
for to come. Shew die things 'hat are to come hereafter,

that we may know that ye are gods" (Isa. 41 :22, 23).
"Behold, the former things are come to pass, and new
things do I declare: before they spring forth I tell you
of them" (Isa. 42:9). Jesus used the same principle of
identification: "Now I tell you before it come, that, when
it come to pass, ye may believe that I am he" (John 13:19).
This does not indicate that God has fixed the destiny of
every man, from eternity; but it proves His foreknowledge and power to foretell future events.
Someone will surely say that Scripture says: "I make
peace, and create evil" (Isa. 45:7). True, by making statutes and laws, evil is created, "for sin is the transgression
of the law" (1 John 3:4). After creating evil; and "that
sin by the commandment
might become exceeding sinful" (Rom. 7:13), "is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (l speak as a man) God forbid: for then how
shall God judge the world?" (Rom. 3:5, 6). But God does
not TEMPT any man to sin, even though He does test,
try, or prove him. When a man is tempted, he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. (J as. 1: 13-15.) "He
hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness" (Acts 17:31), "by Jesus Christ"
(Rom. 2:16), "who will render to every man according
to his deeds" (Rom. 2:6). "For there is no respect of persons with God." God's standard of judgment is described
in Romans 2:12-16 and John 12:46-48. Man's definition of
predestination makes God a respecter of persons!
When God had respect to Abel's offering (being more
excellent), and Cain was very wroth, God said: "If thou
doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest
not well, sin lieth at the door; and unto thee is. its desire,
but thou canst rule over it" (Gen. 4:7, Leeser). Cain slew
his brother. Why? "Because his own works were evil"
(1 John 3:12).
W ha: About Pharaoh?
"The scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same
purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my

power in thee" (Rom~9:17). The idea is taken from this
text that God caused Pharaoh to be born, placed him in
this position and then hardened his heart, in order to
show in him the power of God. Let us examine some of
the Scriptural statements concerning God's use of Pharaoh according to His foreknowledge. First, we note that
Pharaoh was deceitful. (Ex. 8:29.) Second, "when Pharaoh saw that there was a respite [or rest from the plague],
he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; as
the Lord had said" (8:15; see vv. 31, 32). God knew that
when He removed the plagues, Pharaoh would change
his mind (deceitful), so He said: "I will harden his heart"
(Ex. 4:21). Third, Pharaoh said, "Who is the Lord, that
I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the
Lord, neither will I let Israel go" (Ex. 5 :2). This was the
new king that knew not Joseph (Ex. 1:8; Acts 7:18), "the
Assyrian" (Isa. 52:4).
With this background, note what was said to Pharaoh,
through Moses. "At this time I send all my plagues
against thy heart, and against thy servants, and against
thy people; in order that thou mayest know that there
is none like me on all the earth. For even now I might
have sftetched out my hand, and smitten thee and thy
people with pestilence; and thou wouldest have been cut
oD from the earth; but for this cause have I allowed thee
to remain, in order to show thee my power; and in order
that they may proclaim my name throughout all the
earth" (Ex.' 9:14-16, Leeser). If anyone ever had proof
of the existence of God, it was Pharaoh, but because of
his deceitfulness and the fact that the plagues were removed, he refused to obey, until his first-born was taken,
and even then he went to overtake Israel. It was then
that he was destroyed in the Red Sea. (Psa. 136:15.) Here
again, we are reminded of the foreknowledge of God,
but His use of Pharaoh in no way proves that every individual is predestined from eternity, to either eternal
happiness or misery, without any choice.
Daniel had given Nebuchadnezzar the interpretation

of the vision he had seen and "at the end of twelve months
he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. The
king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I
have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of
my power, and for the honour of my majesty? While

the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from
heaven, saying, 0 king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is
spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. And they
shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be
with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat
grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until
thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will" (Dan: 4:
29-32; note 2:37, 38).
Daniel 4:17 is a verse which is often used to prove predestination. It reads, "That the living may know that the
most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest
[Heb., shaphal, humble; see 5:22-same word] of men."
See Leeser's translation of Daniel 4:14 and 5:22: "Thou
his son, 0 Belshazzar, hast not humbled [Heb., shaphal]
thine heart, though thou knewest all this." We have had
examples of humble men being put in authority and
when they had gained power it went to their heads, and
they became the basest of men. Modern examples: Hitler
was a paperhanger, and Mussolini was the son of a blacksmith. No doubt each did some good for his country for
a time, but, becoming drunk with power, they both
came to a shameful end. "Whosoever shall exalt himself
shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall
be exalted" (Matt. 23:12).
On the other hand, Abraham Lincoln was a humble
railsplitter, yet he has gone down 'in history as one of our
greatest of rulers.
Nebuchadnezzar was told by Daniel, after he had been
shown what was about to befall him: "Wherefore, 0
king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break
off thy sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shew-

ing mercy to the poor; if it may be a lengthening
tranquility"
(Dan. 4:27). This would be utterly
sible if man has no choice in his destiny.

of thy
impos-

How About Jacob and Esau?
"(For the children being not yet born, neither having
done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according
to election [ekloge, to make choice or choose] might
stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;) it was said
unto her [Rebecca], The elder shall serve the younger"
(Rom. 9:11, 12). It was unnecessary for God to wait for
them to do good or evil before making a choice between
them; for by His foreknowledge
He knew beforehand
that Esau would not value his birthright and would sell
it for a morsel of meat. So He was able to foretell the result and declare it before they were born. Therefore, "the
gifts and calling of God are without repentance" (Rom.
11:29).
God always chooses, or marks off beforehand, by His
foreknowledge,
and according to His purpose, which, in
turn, is marked off or described in advance. Abraham is
a good example. "Abraham, when he was called to go out
into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance,'.obeyed." This is what God said of him: "For I
know him, that he will command his children and his
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the
Lord, to do justice and judgment;
that the Lord may
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him"
(Gen. 18:19).
Marked Of}
Let us examine the Scriptures where the word proorizo
occurs to see what has been "marked off beforehand."
"We know that all things work together for good 1) to
them that love God, 2) to them who are the called according to his purpose" (Rom. 8:28). Who are the called?
"Even us, whom he called, not of the Jews only, but
also of the Gentiles" (9:24). How were, Or are, they
called? "Whereunto he called you by Our gospel, to the
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thess.

2:14). "The called according to his purpose." What purpose? "To be conformed to the image of his Son" (Rom.
8:29, 30). That is what He has marked off beforehand
for those who are the called.
But Jesus said: "Many are called, but few are chosen":
(Matt. 22:14). Why? Evidently because they failed "to
make their calling and election sure" (2 Pet. 1:10). not
"being made conformable unto his [Jesus'] death" (Phil.
3:10). How does God elect or choose? "God hath from
the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth" (2 Thess. 2:13).
The "King of kings" "and they that are with him are
called, and chosen, and faithful" (Rev. 17:14) .
. Now notice Ephesians 1:5 and 11. We have a similar
situation here. "According as he hath chosen us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before him in love" (v. 4). Having marked off beforehand, "unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ" (v. 5). How do we become the
adopted children? "As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God" (Rom. 8:14). "Ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba
Father" (v. 15). "Ye are all the children of God by faith
in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26, 27), "and if ye be Christ's,
then ... heirs" (v. 29; Rom. 8:17; Eph. 1:11), "an inheritance" being marked off.
The Potter and the Clay (Romans 9:21-23)
Paul used this illustration several times: "earthen vessels" (2 Cor. 4:7); vessels of "honour" and "dishonour"
(2 Tim. 2:20). They were named according to their use,
all made of "the same lump." The vessel of honor contained good, clean, pure, fresh water; the one of dishonor contained waste material. It is evident by the admonition that (when applied to man) the vessels could
determine which they might be, for it is said: "If a man
purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use" (v. 21). Vessels
of "mercy" (Rom. 9:23) were smaller, but tbey, too, con-

=e:

rained good, clean, pure, fresh water; the one of dishonor contained waste material. It is evident by the admonition that (when applied to man) the vessels could
determine which they might be, for it is said: "If a man
purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour,
sanctified, and meet for the master's use" (v. 21). Vessels
of "mercy" (Rom. 9 :23) were smaller, hut they, too, conrained good, clean, pure, fresh water and were carried
when traveling, so as to dispense to anyone who might
need it. ("Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever
will, let him take of the water of life freely," Rev. 22:17.)
The vessel of "wrath" (Rom. 9:22) was one which had
become marred. After much patience in trying to mend
it by the use of the blood of d certain insect mixed with
clay, it failed to respond to the potter's hand, he finally
decided it was only ht for destruction, so it was called
a vessel of wrath. (It is not hard to make an application
here.) If a good vessel was desired and the potter chose
one for you, it was called "a chosen vessel" because he
knew it would stand every test. Paul was that kind of a
vessel. (Acts 9:15.) Perhaps that IS why he used these
illustrations in his teaching .
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