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One of the chief objections
which is made
concerning tithing is that it was of the law. This
is not a fact, for it preceded the law by at least
four hundred years in Scriptural record. Abraham
paid tithes to Melchisedec even before Isaac was
born (Gen. 14:18·20), and it is said: "Levi also,
who receivetil tithes, paid tithes in Abraham.
For he was yet in the loins of his father, when
Melchisedec met him" (Heb. 7:9, 10).
Another objection which is commonly heard, is
that it would be impossible for farmers to practice it. The fact is, that Abraham,
who paid
tithes, had flocks and herds (Gen. 13 :5), and
Jacob, who promised to give a tenth to the Lord,
of all that was given him (Gen. 28: 20-22), also
had flocks and herds (Gen. 31:12-18; 32:14-19).
And the nation of Israel, which practiced tithing,
was primarily an agricultural
people. (Lev. 27:
26-34; Neh. 10:35-39.)
Provision
was made for them if they were
located too far from the place where the Lord
had placed His name to take the produce from
land and flocks. They were allowed to redeem them
with money and to give that instead, or purchase
things 'when they arrived. In this case they were
allowed to eat of it while there (Deut. 14: 22-26 ;
note 12:17,18),
and this trip was to be made only
at the end of three years (Deut. 14:27-29; 26:
12-14) or every third year (Amos 4 :4). It was
to be given to the Levites (the priests), because
they had no inheritance in the land. Num. 18 :2124; Deut. 12:5-19; Neh. 12:44; 13:5, 12. They
(the Levites), in turn, were commanded to give
a tithe of the tithe which they had received. Num.
18: 25-32.
The tithe was to be the first fruits of all the
increase (Prov. 3 :9, 10)-be
it land, or of the
flocks and herds. The choice was made in the
flocks and herds by letting them out one by one,

through a gap or gate, passing under the rod.
Every tenth one was the Lord's (beginning with
the first), whether good or bad; It could not be
changed, and if it were changed, then it and the
change were holy unto the Lord and could not be
redeemed. Lev. 27: 32, 33. When Israel brought
in the tithes, they were blessed of the Lord (see
2 Chron. 31:4-10), but when they failed to bring
them in "the house of God" was not supplied
with the necessary things for worship, and the
Levites (the priests) were forsaken (see Deut.
12: 19), and they were accused of robbing God
(Mal. 3: 7-10); therefore His blessing was withheld from them. V. 11.
HOW DOES THIS CONCERN US~ It serves
as a good example, "for whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the
scriptures might have hope" (Rom. 15:4). The
question is often asked: Did Jesus teach tithing'
At least, He preached to people who were already
tithers, for He said: "Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay tithe of mint
and anise and cummin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy,
and faith: these ought ye to have done, and NOT
to leave the other (tithe) UNDONE." Matt. 23:
23; Luke 11:42. So one thing we can definitely
say, is that He did not discourage, BUT rather
encouraged it.
Did He receive any of the substance of His
disciples while preaching the gospel in the towns
and villages~ After naming several by name,
Luke said: "and many others, which ministered
unto him of their substance" (Luke 8:1-3). It
seems to me that we would not be stretching a
point, to say that these people who were accustomed to pay tithe to the Levitical priesthood,
when they became disciples of Christ, paid tithes

to their new High Priest; at least that is indicated
by a close study of Hebrews 7.
Abraham
is said to have paid tithes to Melchisedee, the priest of the most high God, which
priesthood
holds precedence
over the Levitical
priesthood, both in time and importance, being a
model of Christ's office in the church (Heb. 3: 1;
8: 1, 2). It is said that the less (Abraham)
is
blessed of the better
(Melchisedec).
Now let us
make the application
to ourselves, for we are
Abraham's
seed through Christ (the better).
Gal.
3 :29. Should we (the less) not pay tithes to Him
that the gospel of the Kingdom of God, which
He preached (Mark 1: 14), might continue to be
proclaimed,
and that the "house of God" which
is the "church of the living God" be furnished with
the necessary things for the worship of Him I
What else could the Apostle have meant i And
in what other way can we give in proportion
to
the way God has prospered us g See 1 Corinthians
16: 2. We most certainly want His blessing. We
expect Jesus to be "THE GREATER"-King
of
Righteousness-King
of Salem or Jerusalem
(see
Matt. ;:>:35), and King (Prince)
of Peace (Isa.
9:6, ,7); and who is NOW our own High Priest.
Can we give any good reason why we should not
give tithes to Him who is greater than either Levi
or Melchisedec I
(Please
study all the scriptures
given here,
carefully
and prayerfully.
'I'o have written
all
would have made this treatise too long.)
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