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"He shall send Jesus Christ .... whom the heaven must
receive until the times of restitution of all things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began" (Acts 3:20, 21).
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OD'S teaching of "the restitution of all things" has
long been considered important by the people of the
Church of God. The Restitution, founded in 1852, was
long the official printed voice of our church. When it was
sold to private interests, the name was incorporated into
the name of our present official church paper, THE RESTITUTIONHERALD,when it was founded in 1911.
The heralding of the restitution in the early days often
brought persecution upon our church. In his "Report of
Labor" in The Christian Evangelist for May 11, 1898,
W. L. Crowe, Iowa State evangelist, told of having great
difficulty in securing buildings in which to preach during
the previous winter. In one instance he had driven about
sixty miles by horse and buggy over country roads,
preaching only once, and being refused on two occasions
because he was a "Restitutionist," and because he preached
"that restitution doctrine."
Why is the teaching of the restitution so important? It
is important because it is a basic and necessary part of
God's great plan to establish His Kingdom upon this
earth for the eternal blessing of mankind.

W hat Is the Restitution?
The Greek word for "restitution," which occurs only in
Acts 3 :21, means "complete restoration, re-establishment,
restitution," according to Bullinger's Lexicon. Webster

defines "restitution" as the "act of restoring; specif., restoration of anything to its rightful owner; act of giving
an equivalent for loss, damage, etc." The restitution as a
Bible doctrine is the teaching that the second coming of
Christ will usher in a great time for the restoration of the
earth to its Edenic perfection, and the restoration of the
good things lost in the fall of man and subsequently. The
act of restoration is the work of God and a condition of
the Kingdom of God; man cannot accomplish it in this
age.
What W ill B~ Restored?
The question that naturally comes to mind is, What
has been lost that must be restored? "All things, which
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets
since the world began" (Acts 3:21). What things has God
spoken of restoring?
1. The earth to its original Edenic condition. When God
created the earth and then fashioned and made all things
in it, He "saw every thing that he had made, and, behold,
it was very good" (Gen. 1:31). The earth's climate was
ideal; there were no floods, hurricanes, or dust storms,
no extremes of heat and cold. All manner of fruit trees
and herbs grew there, and there was no such thing as
rain to erode the soil, as "there went up a mist from the
earth, and watered the whole face of the ground" (Gen.
2:6). There were no thorns or noxious weeds; no desert
wastes. But after the sin of man God cursed the ground
for his sake; paradise was lost. (Gen. 3:17.)
This which was lost to man will be restored! God's
curse upon the earth will be removed, and Eden will
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bloom again. According to Isaiah 35:1, 6, "the desert
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose ... for in the wilderness shall waters break forth, and streams in the desert."
"Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree" (Isa.
55:13). In order for the Kingdom to be a paradise, the
earth must be restored to its original Edenic condition.
2. Peace in the animal world. It appears from the record
that peace reigned in the animal world much longer than
it did in the family of man. When the wickedness of man
called for destruction by a flood in the days of Noah, the
animals were apparently all herbivorous and living in
peace. When Noah took the animals into the ark, he did
not have to take enough antelope, for instance, to feed a
pair of hungry lions for a year, ete., because the animals
were not carnivorous. When the flood was over and the
animals had gone from the ark, God gave the animals to
man for food (Gen. 9:3), even as he had given him the
herbs, as recorded in Genesis 1:29. From this time on,
the animals feared man and preyed on each other.
One of the most graphic pictures of the restitution has
to do with the restoration of peace in the animal world.
Isaiah 11:6, 7 says, "The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and
the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and
a little child shall lead them . . . and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox."
3. A single language. According to the Bible record
there was originally but one language among all mankind. God confounded (mixed or mingled) their Ian-

guage at Babel in order to bring an end to their selfexalting efforts. (Gen. 11:6, 7.) The difference in language has been a curse to man ever since. But God will
again "turn to the people a pure language, that they may
all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve him with one
consent" (Zeph. 3:9). In order to serve God as one, and
to have perfect fellowship one with another in the Kingdom, a single language for all mankind must be restored
in the times of restitution.
4. Israel to the land' of promise. God promised the land
of Palestine to Abraham and his seed in an unconditional
covenant, and repeated the same promise to Isaac and
Jacob. (Gen. 17:7, 8; 26:1-4; 28:13, 14.) The covenant of
the land was conditional to the nation of Israel however,
and they were allowed to possess the land as long as they
kept God's covenant and law. (Deut, 30:16-18.) We know
that Israel forsook God and was removed by God from
the land of promise and scattered among the nations. One
of God's acts of restitution will be the restoration of Israel
in the land of promise, for He said to Israel in Ezekiel
36:24, "I will take you from among the heathen, and
gather you out of the countries, and will bring you into
your own land."
At the ascension of Jesus, His disciples asked Him,
"Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom
to Israel?" (Acts 1:6). Jesus did not tell them the exact
time of Israel's restoration, but stated only that it was
in the Father's power. (V. 7.) Though God has brought
a representative number from all twelve tribes back into
the land now, the complete fulfillment of this promise of

restitution is yet future, when at the second coming of
Jesus, "they shall look upon [him] whom they have
pierced, and shall mourn for him" (Zech. 12:10). Then
there shall be not only a restoration of the land of Israel,
a restoration of Israel to the land, but a restoration of
Israel to God.
S. The dead to life. God gave life to Adam at his creation, with the promise of life for obedience and death for
disobedience. (Gen. 2:7-17.) The man disobeyed and received the sentence of death; and while destined to die
he begat sons and daughters like himself, fallen and
death-destined. God later promised eternal life to those
who would enter into covenant relationship with Him,
and to all who would accept and follow Jesus. Abel,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, the prophets, the apostles, and many other early disciples, obeyed and followed,
but they died. (Heb. 11:13, 39, 40.) When will they receive eternal life? When the dead are restored to life at
the resurrection when Jesus comes. There can be no eternal life without restitution!
6. Perfect health and freedom from death. Though sickness and disease are not specifically mentioned as being a
part of the curse upon man in Genesis 3, they are a result
of the curse. God warned the man about disobeying, saying, "If you disobey, you shall surely die." (Gen. 2:17.)
The Hebrew says "dying thou shalt surely die" (margin).
Sickness and disease are a part of death. Comparatively
free of diseases,early men of the Bible lived a great many
years. For every disease conquered by medicine today,
some new one comes to take its place. With all. of man's

progress in this field, average life expectancy is just nearing the Bible-appointed seventy years, as found in Psalm
90:10.
In His ministry, Jesus preached and showed the good
news of the Kingdom of God. (Luke 8:1.) He healed the
sick, cured diseases, and raised the dead to prove His
Messiahship and to give a preview of Kingdom conditions. In the Kingdom, "the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then
shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of
the dumb sing" (Isa. 35:5, 6), and "the inhabitant shall
not say, I am sick" (Isa. 33:24), "and there shall be no'
more death" (Rev. 21:4). In order for the Kingdom to be
a happy place, man's needed and wanted health and freedom from death must be restored in the great restitution.
What Must We Do?

From our study of what the Bible says about restitution,
we are sure that all of us can see how important it is in
God's plan to bless man on this earth renewed. Regardless of how wonderful that future earthly paradise will
be, it will be closed to us unless we do what God wants
us to do today to prepare for it. In speaking of the restitution, Peter said, "Repent ye therefore, and be converted"
(Acts 3:19). Conversion is the sum of the steps toward
salvation; hearing the gospel, belief, repentance, confes. sion, baptism, and living as a Christian.
When God has shown us the way of salvation and
promised us the blessings of the restitution and Kingdom,
how can we do less than obey His will?
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