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HAT elements will we find in the ideal
home1 First of all, there will be love.
I do not refer particularly to the emotion which is spontaneously generated between men and women, but love which expresses itself in the life of the home-love
like that which Paul defines in 1 Corinthians 13. I always read a portion of this chapter in wedding ceremonies, from the Moffatt translation, because it is the ideal love
which contributes to the ideal home. "Love
is very patient, very kind. Love knows DO
jealousy; love makes no parade, gives itself
DO airs, is Dever rude, never selfish, never
irritated, never resentful; love is never glad
when others go wrong, love is gladdened by
goodness, always slow to expose, always eager
to believe the best, always hopeful, always
patient. Love never disappears" (vv. 4·8).
The ideal home is built around this kind of
love, expressed in these ways. Such love can
be attained, though every home experiences
moments of irritation and impatience.
Remembering this definition of love from
the pen of the Apostle, listen to his further
words on the subject of love in the ideal
home. In Ephesians 5: 22, 23, 25, 31·33, we
find: "Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ.
is the head of the church: and he is the
saviour of the body....
Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it ...
For this cause
shall a man leave his father and mother, and
shall be joined unto his wife, and they two
shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery:
but I speak concerning Christ and the church.
Nevertheless let every one of you in partie-

ular SO love his wife even as himself; and the
wife see that she reverence her husband."
Love which is less than this detracts from
the ideal home.
In the ideal home, there should be religious agreement, and love of the Lord. Amos
said, "Can two walk together except they be
agreed f" The ideal home is one where the
whole family is united in the Lord, acknowledging Him as the true head of the house.
When people are united in the Lord, this
spiritual union overrides many petty and
major problems. It is true in the home and
in the church: "The family that prays together, stays together."
The Bible gives some very definite instructions about this in the Books of Corinthians.
1 Corinthians 7 and 2 Corinthians 6 deal specifically with the matter of religious unity
in the home as an ideal.
Think of the home of Abraham. He and
Sarah and Isaac and even the servants were
united in the Lord. They served together,
shared the same hope, and made God the head
of the home.
Later, when God gave the law to Moses and
Israel, the ideal of a united family was included in it. God said in Deuteronomy 7: 3,
4: "Neither shalt thou make marriages with
them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto
his son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For they will turn away thy son
from following me, that they may serve other
gods: so will the anger of the Lord be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly." Now remember these are God's words,
not mine, though I agree that this is an ideal
which makes possible an ideal home.
In one night two different mothers came
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to me and said, "I do not know what :to do
about my children.
They are grown and
working and they take no interest
in the
church." This created a very poor atmosphere
in the home and caused these mothers great
SOlTOW. The whole trouble was that the mothers began to do something about it too late,
after the damage was done. The ideal home
is one united in the Lord.
In the ideal home there are children. Sometimes this is not possible, but, ideally, children make the home. David, who had several
children, said, "La, children are an heritage
of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is
his reward. As arrows are in the hand of a
mighty man; so are children of the youth"
(Psalm 127:3, 4). "Blessed is every one that
f'earth the Lord; that walketh in his ways.
For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands;
happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with
thee. Thy wife shall be as a fruitful
vine
by the sides of thine house: thy children like
olive plants round about thy table. Behold,
that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the Lord" (Psalm 128:1-4). We remember what .Jacob said about his children. "Esau
ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell
on his neck, and kissed him, and they wept.
And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the children; and said, Who are those
with thee ~ And he said, The children which
God hath graciously given thy servant" (Gen.
33:4,5).
Children contribute much to the ideal home.
There is joy derived from seeing them grow
and learn. There is joy in the responsibility
of their care and proper training.
Children
fill out a home and give it a purpose and a
reason for being.
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On the other hand, a disobedient, unruly
child can keep us from the ideal home rather
than help to make it so. Here, too, various
factors enter in. Improper training
or care
may be the cause, or it may be one of those
difficult problems to which no one has an
answer. But, nevertheless, the ideal home is
one in which there are children who have
loving care,' and careful training.
The ideal home is one in which there is a
unity of purpose, but division of responsibility. No father alone can make an ideal
home-nolo can a mother alone-nor
children
alone.
Each member, as in the church family, has
a part to play and a responsibility
to take.
The Bible, in many passages, defines the
place of each member of the family in the
ideal home. Let us notice just one such scripture concerning
each part of the family.
To wives these words in 1 Peter 3: 1 are directed: "Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection
to your own husbands; that, if any obey not
the word they also may without the word be
won by the conversation of the wives." To
husbands these words are directed in 1 Peter
3: 7: "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them
according to knowledge, giving honour unto
the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as
being heirs together of the grace of life;
that your prayers be not hindered." Husbands
are to be the breadwinners, and the head of
the family. Children are to be obedient. In
Ephesians
6: 1-3 we read, "Ohildren, obey
your parents in the Lord: for this is right.
Honour thy father and mother; which is the
first commandment with promise; that it may
be well with thee, and thou mayest live long
on the earth."
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It is the break-up of this God-given arrangement which is leading
to much trouble
today, The series of articles recently appearing in the Chicago Tribune on drinking by
teenagers
shows this. The authorities,
questioned about the problem of 13- and 14-yearold children in taverns, say that the real fault
is in the break-up of the home, and the disintegration
of home life. Women are doing
men's work. Men are forsaking their job as
head of the house, and children
run the
streets, respecting no authority.
In the ideal home there is unity of purpose
and division of responsibility.
The ideal home, as outlined by Scripture,
is one in which there is love which is patient,
kind, not jealous, looking for the best. There
is agreement in religion, with the whole family united in the Lord. There will be children
to bind the home together and give it purpose and a sense of aecomplishment.
There
will be unity of purpose, with each member
doing his part, husband as breadwinner
and
family head;
mother, keeper of house and
family;
children, obedient and helpful.
This is the ideal set before us by the Lord.
When we have our eye upon the ideal, we
will strive to reach it. There will be things
tha t will stand in the way, some of which
can and some of which cannot be overcome.
But for our own benefit we must strive to
the best of our ability, with God's help, to
reach the ideal in am home-which
is the
foundation
of the church and the nation. To
keep that
foundation
from crumbling
we
must approach the ideal.
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