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What Is the Tithe?

GOODmorning, James. Surely is a brisk, color-
ful autumn morning! But I say, old chap, you

certainly don't seem to be enjoying it. Why that
furrowed brow and puzzled expression' Something
wrong f"

"Why-hello there, Tom. Glad to see you again.
I suppose there's nothing actually wrong, but I
am greatly puzzled. I've been thinking a lot lately
and comparing this business of mine here with
the Lord's business, or what most people call the
work of the church. Through it all, one question
really stumps me."

"And what is that, Jim' I'll help if I can."
"The Great President and Manager of the

world's greatest business, His church, must surely
have established a sound financial basis for its
operation, but somehow I don't seem to find it.
I'll admit I'm not a particularly adept student
of His Word, but it seems to me that a matter
of such universal and time-enduring necessity
would not be veiled or hidden from His workers.
Yet from my observance of clergy and laymen
alike, I do not think they have found it, for it
seems that church financial matters are but a con-
stant hit and miss procedure. ,

"In my own business, I should prefer bankruptcy
rather than ask my neighbor to supply funds for
me. (I didn't say 'borrow.') It would be unthink-



able for me to ask help from the competitor who
is awaiting an opportunity to ruin my business.
Yet 1 shudder when 1 think of the redness of face
some churches and workers must bring to their
President by the various 'get·rich·quick' schemes
they apply to His business. Were they in my em-
ploy, 1 should dismiss them quickly. The reputa-
tion of my company is of more value than any
amount of money they could possibly secure in
such manner. What of His business and reputa-
tion'

"The God of wisdom, who created this universe
with all its intricate organization and co-ordination
of each separate unit, He who fashioned the mar-
velous mechanism of this human body in each
minute detail, must surely have a more definite
basis of financial management than the mere hit
and miss of giving, or not giving, as the spirit-
of man-moves. Too often the spirit of selfishness
moves the hands to clasp each other in assumed
piety, so the billfold and pocketbook may remain
untouched.

"1 must honestly admit, as 1 recall my own re-
actions, that at times 1 have given quite cheer-
fully and somewhat generously, while at 'other
times 1 withheld unnecessarily. 1 find, too, that
some phases of the church work appeal to me
more than others, and 1 give accordingly. Also, 1
have noticed that when 1 feel least in the giving
mood is likely to be the time the church has an
especially urgent need. Considering that 1 may
be about the average among Christian people im-
presses me with the inadequacy of this system,
which is simply no system.

"There must be, and 1 believe there is, some
way to equalize and thereby stabilize the financial
foundation of the church. At first, 1 thought that
perhaps the early church was on the right track
when the members had 'all things common,' each



presenting all his possessions in the church com-
monwealth. But that' failed dismally in a short
time, primarily because man had not yet overcome
his inherent selfishness.A plan of that nature may
well be effective in the perfected condition of man
in the coming Kingdom of God, but for this pres-
ent time there must be that plan of stewardship
which will build character after the pattern of
Jesus' life. We must have a plan whereby in
giving we learn to give, so growth and support
shall travel side by side.

"Surely when Jesus stated the nature of the
business of His organization, saying, 'Go ye into
all the world,' He realized that, as the work grew,
its financial support must also increase. So certain
was He of it, that He told His workers they would
not have to provide for their own support. "I'ake
no purse, or script,' He said, 'for the labourer is
worthy of his hire.' Such a faith in financial
support was certainly based on more than the
errant 'kind' feelings of mankind."

"Why, yes, He "
"What support, then, did Jesus anticipate f It

seems to me that Paul threw a great deal of light
just here as I recall his writing to the Corinthian
church, 'Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by him in store as God has pros-
pered him.' I find new hope as I read this, for
now we have a plan that is reasonable, a plan to
Bet aside each week a certain amount according
as each has prospered. He who prospered much
will be able to give much; he who prospered little
will give less. To follow this rule of proportionate
giving will equalize the burden of the yoke on
all shoulders, so it truly becomes easy to share
in His cause.

"There is advantage both ways in sharing bur-
dens and blessings equally. Many a business has
been ruined because one man, or a group of men,



after investing large amounts of money, also de-
manded a directing voice in the business. In the
church there are times that certain detrimental
methods may be tolerated because of the great
financial influence of some. If all could recognize
a proportionately equal partnership with God in
the great business of Christian progress, many
jealousies and kindred differences could be avoided.

"Without a doubt, Paul outlined the one plan
which meets all requirements, yet it is strange
that he overlooked mentioning of the exact pro-
portion, or per cent as we would say, which should
be set aside. To one man a very prosperous busi-
ness might be held in very slight esteem, and he
would Bet aside a small portion, while to another,
who was accustomed to want, even a small in-
crease in harvest would appear as a magnificent
blessing and he would, in his rejoicing, give more
than a reasonable portion. Without a 'common
denominator' even the equality of proportionate
giving is lost. How is one to determine that per-
centage .or portion which could be spared by the
poorest, as well as by the most rich, and be ac-
cepted as a just portion by all, while also being
sufficient to provide ample support for constant
progress in the building and maintaining of the
church edifice and the ministry; all benevolent,
evangelistic and missionary enterprise toward
'teaching' and 'baptizing' the 'world'~

"Why should Paul, possessed of exceptionally
keen mind and concerned with every detail of the
great work he was in part helping to establish,
give us the over-all plan of finance for the Master's
work and then omit the one detail upon which
the entire action of the plan hinges 1"

"Why, it's "
"Wait! Now I have the answer! Why, of course!

I should have realized it before! There is only
one and a very obvious conclusion. The portion

t



to be set aside must have been so well known
among those to whom he wrote that to mention
it would have been superfluous! No doubt, a very
common practice among them! And to find out
more about it, the Old Testament would be the
most logical source of information.

"You've studied considerably, Tom; tell me,
what was the common practice of that time?"

"Surely! In fact, I've been trying to break in
for some time to tell you that they practiced
tithing not only at that time but ever since man
first began to understand God's laws. .T esus rec-
ognized its practice and placed His approval and
encouragement upon it when, concerning the tith-
ing of even the very smallest amounts of anise
and cummin, He said, 'These things ye ought to
have done.'''

"Yes, I've heard of the tithe, but tithe means
tax, doesn't. iU Or just what is the tithe ?"

"The meaning of the word 'tithe' is tax or as-
sessment and in their practice the assessment was
one tenth of their increase. In other words, the
portion to set apart on the first of the week was
one tenth of all that God had prospered.

"Two laws stand out from all others since God's
first dealings with men: the principle of one
seventh of man's time for God's worship and one
tenth of his increase to God's work.

"The tithe, my friend, is the answer' to all
your questions concerning the financial stability
of God's business, His church, for it is His own
plan for the constant increase upon increase, as
each field of activity becomes larger.

"Practicing the tithe places God's work on a
plane that brings honor to His wisdom and man-
agement; it establishes support beyond all guess-
work on a highly systematic and certain basis; it
emphasizes a partnership with God and fellow
Christians in an enterprise of tremendous possibil-



ities ; it develops Christian character by increased
desire and ability to serve, and it establishes an,
equality of giving and receiving which tends more
readily to a realization that as Christians we are
'all one in Christ Jesus.'

"Besides the tithe being all this in magnificent
manner, it is at the same time exceedingly simple
in operation. A child who can count to ten on
his fingers can learn that if he earns ten cents,
one of the ten pennies, the first one, is God's in
appreciation of His blessings in enabling him to
earn the ten cents. A plan so simple that men
would pass it by for something of more intricate
design, yet in its very simplicity the only plan
ever found to be fully comprehensive and entirely
effective! God's way is the right way, always, and
the tithe is God's way."

"Thanks, 'I'om ; it surely is great to be able
to see through this problem. It has had me
worried for some time, though I was sure there
was a solution if I could find it. Now I can more
fully enjoy these beautiful fall days, too.

"God's way, the tithe, is the right way."

Atlanta Bible College
Church of God General Conference

PO Box 2950
McDonough, GA 30253
atlantabiblecollege.com

678-833-1839


