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WHAT ABOUT DIVINE HEALING?
NE OF THE principal subjects for scrutiny in contemporary religious study is the problem of faith
or divine healing. This penetrates the religious thinking
of countless thousands of sincere people, today. So widespread is the dogma and its influence as a cardinal doctrine that it becomes a threat to the household of faith.
We need cognizance of the fact that this doctrine is not
confined to the realm of ignorance and superstition with
only a temporary influence.
There has been a "healing question" from the very
start of history. This is typical of the human race. It has
wrestled from the beginning with sickness and disease,
trying to rid itself of bodily afflictions.
Going back several thousand years before Christ are
the cuneiform inscriptions. These Accadian and Sumerian records have much to say about disease. Disease was
looked upon by these nations of earliest times as the
works of evil spirits. Incantations and magic were the
per scribed cure, as they are still among many nations of
the world. Throughout the history of the church, claims
were made of miraculous cures through certain men.
Fanatical movements sprang up laying claim to a restoration of the gift of healing. The evolution of metaphysical cults, supernaturalists,
and unscrupulous religious
teachers has been relentless. Their tactics have confused,
deluded, and even converted people entangled in this
error.
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A few works exist, today, in treatise form, investigating these elements comprehensively. These analyses by
no means exhaust the theme, but do offer thorough rcfutation of false claims of "divine healing campaigns." They
especially emphasize and sound out the unscriptural
basis of the claims. With painstaking research these works
present lucid evidence based on God's Word which is incontrovertible. Unfortunately, they are not accepted widely because of little knowledge of their existence. Therefore it is incumbent to continually and earnestly discuss
the topics involved in this subject.
We need not dwell too long a time on the well-known
fact that disease exists, today, because f Adam's sin. Because of the entrance f sin int the world, the .arth was
transf I'm d fr m a v ritablc paradis' to a land f d .arh.
Th· hang' was t a Inn I inclusive of contributing fa tors su h as dis 'as' and sickness. The body is onstnutly
b 'ing d .plct xl of its strength and vitality. It is pr .Inccd
by all things which characterize mortal exist in ., i. '., incessant deterioration of the tissues of v ry syst .m. The
deterioration and breakdown are punctual xl ~ll1d .xaggerated by illness, irregardless of cause, wh] It in .vitably
leads to death. For "it is appointed unto III '1) 011 C to die"
(Heb. 9:27), and "In Adam all di " (lor.
IS:22). Later
we examine Paul's statement tha tltis 11101'1:11 body is
sown in corruption, dishonor, at d wen k 1\ ·SS, but that it
is raised in incorruption, glory, and stn·l\gth. (L Cor. 15:
42-44.) Weakness, here, in reck, i. ff.III('/lc·o. which also
means without energy, infirm in 10 Iy, si I, and sickly.
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Until this present body puts on immortality we shall
abide on a mortal plane. We must continue to suffer all
the maladies imposed by the very nature of mortality.
Some faith-healing writers insist that disease is always
imposed by an immediate work of the devil or personal
sin, but this is not true. A considerable means are assigned
by the Scriptures. At times affiictions were sent directly
from God. (Deut. 28:59-61; 32:39; 2 Sam. 12:15-18; Acts
12:23; Micah 6:13.) Personal intemperance can induce affliction. (Hos. 7 :5.) Disease was sent as a direct punishment for sin. (Lev. 26:14-16; 2 Chron. 21:12-15.) Disease
was communicated from one country to another. (Deut.
7: 15.) Excessive excitement, mental or emotional strain,
may produce infirmity. (Dan. 8:27; 7:15-28.) According
to Scripture, violence, accidents, wounds, and famine are
also contingent to disease.
Various maladies were attributed to the "devil." (Job
2 :6, 7; Luke 13: 16, ete.). The Bible does not teach that
there is ;1 god of evil, per se, who is responsible for disease.
Suffice it to say there is Scriptural basis to support the
thesis that man has personified the powers of evil. This,
man has named satan or the devil making it godly so
that suffering could be attributed to this evil god. Likewise, this invented personal devil tempts man to do evil
and in this way seems to justify man's evil deeds.
The contention that sickness is always connected with
personal sin; as some faith healers profess, is denied by
the Bible. Jesus denied it. (John 9:2, 3.) God authorized
sickness because of man's original transgression against
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Him. This introduces another interesting truth. The
causes and manifestations of disease were initially defined
by God. God also provided the body with innate defenses
against disease, and His handiwork originated the sources
and materials for medicines and treatments.
The faith healer presumes to operate in a distinctive
realm. His mission is to bring supernatural power into
operation upon the physically distressed. He claims to
work upon a different level than the physician, asserting
a superior power. How inconsistent are the faith healer's
results! The nature of divine healing demands the phenomenal and miraculous without duplication by natural
means. When the healing work of Christ is carefully analyzed, by it every false claim advanced by modern healing forces can be driv n into wild retreat. There is no
analogy.
How Jesus Healed
In about ·very case healed by the Lord, His patients
w 'J" • hopelessly afflicted. The four Gospels tell us (Matt.
8 :16, 17; 9:35) that He healed multieadcs during a single
occasion. Not one who sought His help was turned away.
He raised three persons from the state of physical death
-the young daughter of Jairus, the widow's son at Nain,
and His friend Lazarus. Jesus healed and cleansed completely those afRicted with leprosy, paralysis, dropsy, epilepsy, and insanity and fevers. He healed those who were
constitutionally blind, deaf, and dumb. A withered, lifeless arm was completely restored. An .ar, which had been
severed by the stroke of a sword, was miraculously re-
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placed. Most of those healed were Israelites though some
were Gentiles. The greatest praise was given to a Samaritan; the greatest faith displayed by a Roman officer
and the Syro-Phoenician mother who appealed for her
daughter.
In sharp contrast to modern healers Christ used these
powers of the Kingdom to evidence His Messianic claims.
(Matt. 11:1-6; Isa. 35; 33 :24; 1 Cor. 1:22.) The message
of the Messiah concerning the Kingdom had to be accompanied by miracles of healing. The inhabitant of the
Kingdom would no longer have to say, "I am sick" (Isa.
33 :24). This is the reason the Lord sent forth His disciples and conferred upon them His own divine power.
But this commission was for that time exclusively! The
sign gifts were to demonstrate the message of Christianity to be a message of God. The miracles and signs were
no longer needed after the conversion and transformation
of thousands of lives during apostolic teaching. They
were to cease after the full revelation of the truth of
God had been communicated.
Because these signs were for the beginning of the
church, but were not needed for the completion of the
church, nor for the edification of that body, they were
not permanent gifts. (Eph. 4:11-14.) Paul speaks of the
apostles (their doctrine), of prophets, those who tell
forth the truth of God; of evangelists who go forth to
preach the gospel; the pastors and teachers, who follow
the evangelists to shepherd the flock and teach them the
Word. These ministers possess the gifts of wisdom and
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knowledge of 1 Corinthians 12, but there is no mention
made, here, of sign gifts. First Corinthians 13:8-10, part
of Paul's most thorough dissertation on gifts, was addressed to the Corinthians thirty-four years after the establishment of the church. He made clear the temporary
nature of the gifts, saying they would "fail," "cease,"
"vanish away," and "be done away."
Interesting to note is that Paul himself was a sick man.
He suffered infirmity. The Lord had spoken and told
him that it was His will that he should continue to have
the thorn in the flesh. Epaphroditus was sick nigh unto
death and no miracle was wrought in his behalf. Timothy often had infirmities which the Lord permitted to
continue. Trophimus was left behind sick by the Apostle
Paul. Luke recorded the miracles in Acts as historic facts,
but refrained from discussing their nature and design.
The New Testament miracles were confirmatory. (Mark
16:20; Heb. 2:4.) When they had served their certifying
design, they were to be discontinued.
The faith healer of modern times states he is continuing Christ's healing ministry. We find many distinguishing features which establish that one is incongruous with
the other.
1) Jesus did not heal for personal notoriety. His was
not a ministry of garish sensationalism. In at least five
instances He commanded that the healed "tell no man"
of the miracle. (Matt. 8:1-4; 9.:27-31; Mark 3:7-12; 7:
31-37; 8 :22-26.) .He cared little for the reputation as a
wonder-worker.
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2) Jesus healed all sorts of afflictions. Through His
agency of divine power, Jesus knew no limitation. He
conducted no preliminary interviews for selecting propitious cases. Never were extreme cases refused.
A candidate for modern faith healing is given directions to create. a "proper" mental and emotional disposition. He must approach his healing in full persuasion
that such is God's will. He must confess his sins, and
press his claims for the promises of God. He must rejoice
in his healing before any perceptible change has occurred.
He must not entertain failure or doubt. In addition, the
stage for the healer's campaign must be set with meticulous care. Psychological conditions must be perfect for
good achievement. Much time is spent to create the proper dramatic air, and frequently the audience is railed into
an impassioned frenzy. In this atmosphere it is little wonder many claim "healing." This is precisely the psychology employed by the mesmerist, hypnotist, and supernaturalist.
3) Jesus "healed all that were sick" (Matt. 8: 16).
4) He never indicated that healing was to be universal.
It was not to be extended to all like forgiveness. He used
His miraculous signs for the purpose mentioned previously.
5) Jesus did not indicate that healing was included in
the atonement. Although Christ and inspired writers
made frequent reference to the atonement, not one implication was made that healing was included in it.
6) Jesus did not discourage the use of physicians and
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medical remedies. The Lord not cnly endorsed the use
of medical means (Luke 10:30-35), but He advocated ths:
use of physicians. "They that are whole need not a physician, but they that are sick" (echo kakos-to be ill), is
found in Matthew 9:12 and Luke 5:31.
This is a natural law as ageless as the human family.
The Lord made no attempt to repeal it. Natural healing
is a provision of God. It is as much God's natural law
operative in the healing of a wound as it is in the growing of grain. The physician is combating disease with
defenses God has provided. The progress the physician
makes in prolonging life depends on accumulative knowledge concerning all aspects of disease. God certainly permits the physician to investigate for what God provided
from the beginning.
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HE MODERN faith healer employs the precise psychology of suggestion, and to a limited extent, hypnotism. Suggestion, autosuggestion, and hypnotism are
closely related as psychological influences. Hypnotism is
a more advanced state of the first two, but below the
level of consciousness. All three have a profound effect
on health and recovery from functional and hysterical
maladies. The contrary must be emphasized that no genuine cures of organic disturbances have resulted from
these means. Also, dangerous results repeated 1y occur
from self-styled "psychologists," "faith healers" and the
like specializing in hypnosis. Post-hypnotic suggestion is
powerful, and psychic 'storms may be induced, and, indeed, are.
A few examples of suggestion and hypnotism are
worthy of mention. In the early nineteenth century, Mesmer was "healing" many cases of disease with a magnetism only he could contact from the stars. It was later
proven that Mesmerism was a mere form of hypnotism
and the diseased cases were suffering from functional or
hysterical disease. Benjamin Franklin was a member of
the fact-finding board to discredit Mesmer's wild claims.
All are familiar with the tactics of the African witch
doctor. With the sounds of tom-toms, etc., he easily
drives his people into an emotional frenzy. In cadence
with the sound effects and the witch doctor's harangue,
a native is convinced of the sagacity of any number of
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acnvines. These include walking on fire without pain,
convulsing on the ground, or jumping to his death off
a high cliff.
There are many who yet remember the vendor traveling from town to town with his horse-pulled medicine
show. His was a successful business selling unpatented
medicine, usually licorice-water or alcohol-mixtures which
cured the gamut of ills. There wert! many who believed
in the vendor's cure-all.
Thousands of dollars are grossed annually in modern
times by the sale of "healing waters," ete. Thousands of
cancer and arthritic victims have been deluded into paying fantastic sums of money for "medicine" of false acclaim and benefit. People dying from cancer and crippled
from arthritis expect miraculous cures during their "treatments" in so-called radioactive tunnels. Indeed, many
have claimed cures from cheating devices such as pans of
dirt containing "healing metals, including uranium."
In reference to disease, there are two broad classifications of disorders, functional and organic types. The functional type is a psychophysiological or mind-influenced
disorder. Fifty per cent of patients entering the physician's
office have a functional component to their illness. It has
been shown that the mind has a far-reaching influence
over the physical system. A medical student, today, is
taught that it is derogatory to separate a patient's malady
into one of two categories-organic
or functional-because of the overlap. The trend is to treat the patient "as
a whole."
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Pavlov, Cannon, and H. G. Wolff are among the great
physiologists who have made concrete for the physician
ways and means to detect the functional component of
disease. Through research they have shown the pathways
over which emotional discharges may flow to influence
function and structure of organs. Worry, fear, anxiety,
resentment, anger, and hostility produce characteristic
changes in different systems of the body. Symptoms attributable to these are myriad. Frequent symptoms include palpitations, angina-like pain, shortness of breath,
tremors, fatigue, faintness, and insomnia. Indigestion, ulcer and gas pain, and gall bladder colic are common. Stuttering, pins-and-needles-like pain are occasional. These
may result in frank phobias and hysteria.
Hysteria, a common neurosis, is characterized usually
by complaints seen often in people being "cured" at healing campaigns. Paralysis, subjective blindness or deafness,
and loss of pain, voice or appetite are among the many
manifestations of hysteria. In all of these disorders cures
have been brought in all ages by a thousand different
agencies. The primitive medicine man, the sorcerer, herb
doctor, and all of the cults of faith and mental healing
profess claims of miraculous cures. Suffice it to say there
is ample evidence on record to disprove their claims.
One of the most commonly known, but poorly understood, healing cults arose near the middle of the last century, the Christian Science group. The group was founded by Mary Baker Eddy, who was tutored in metaphysics
and mind-cure by "Doctor" P. P. Quimby, a watchmaker
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by trade. This sect features mind-aver-matter theory, denying the reality of disease. In a sense, Christian Science
offers a real cure for an imaginary disease, and an imaginary cure for a real disease.
Sickness is merely a mirage of the "mortal mind"; the
sum and substance of Christian Science is it is hypnotism
under the guise of divinity. Principle, Mortal Mind, and
Demonstration are the emphatic notes sounded within
the elaborate system of the mother church. The first defines God, the second defines man, and the third defines
the art of Christian Science. The- elements of mystery,
metaphysics, and play on words require a mental acrobat
to conjure their meaning, but a genuine resume follows:
Principle means that there is absolutely nothing in the
universe but mind, and all mind is one, and that one
mind is God. God and His ideas constitute all. He is
God, Truth, Wisdom, Love, Spirit, or any other beautiful thing of which you can think. No other ideas than
God's exist, and His ideas always and only reflect His
perfect being. God cannot have ugly ideas, and, therefore,
since God and His perfect reflections are the sum total
of all things, ugly ideas never exist. Principle means God,
if you have the right understanding, you have said every~
thing. He is the beginning and the end; there is nothing
else.
Mortal Mind means error, illusion, nothingness; it
means anything and everything that is not God. Mortal
Mind is the false belief that there is a physical universe,
taught by the so-called natural sciences. Since God is all,
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there can be no physical lungs or microbes, no physical
bod y such as the anatomist defines. All these are false reports of the Mortal Mind. There is no sickness, no sin,
and no death except as illusions. In reality, there is nothing but God and His lovely ideas. Every suggestion to
the contrary is the "lie" of Mortal Mind. Everything physical must be regarded as error. All those combined energies of which the chemist speaks, all the forces reported
by the physicist-in
short, all the natural sciences are
built on error. This, then, is the monster called Mortal
Mind, which is nothing but the forces of "blind belief"
and this is nothing.
Demonstration means eradicating the false sense of
Mortal Mind, or everything but God. To Demonstrate
means to throw off the bondage of the five senses, and
to discredit the lies of physical science. When one Demonstrates against sickness, he does not heal in the commonly accepted meaning of the word. He simply rids
himself of the false sense of sickness, pain, and death.
To believe that there is any sickness to heal would be to
admit its reality and to deny that God is all. Neither does
one pray God to forgive his sin, because that would be
to acknowledge sin as a fact, and to discredit God. To
Demonstrate against the illusion of sin one simply denies
its reality and forgets it. Or he refuses to look any more
on error. This is the meaning of Demonstration: to prove
that God is the only reality by losing the sense of everything that is not God. One simply affirms that God is
all, and that sickness is nothing. Therefore it is farcical
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to diagnose disease, since disease is error; i.e., cancer is

onl y a more stubborn form of material belief. Is this
logic?
God moved the hands that wrote His Word. This fact
is basic: Peter loaned his support regarding Old Testament truths, saying, "The prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Pet. 1:21). David
said, "The spirit of the Lord spake by me, and his word
was in my tongue" (2 Sam. 23:2). According to Paul, he
and the rest of the apostles spoke the words of truth
which God provided (1 Thess. 2:12), and "all scripture
is given by inspiration of God" (2 Tim. 3:16). Should
God endorse those who practice paganistic perversions of
New Testament truths? God does not sanction those who
disrupt His harmonious truths to fit their fancy!
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"IS ANY SICK AMONG

YOU?

ADVOCATES
of faith healing rely most heavily on
5:14, 15 to confirm their claims. This reads:
"Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of
the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord: and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him."
This scripture is easily misconstrued if lifted out of context. At face value it sustains the faith healer's cause. This
is yet another example of do~trinal indiscretion. The importance of the text is misplaced. Its significance is lost
and not even considered by the modern healer. Thank
God, our knowledge of the Bible is more than fragmentary. Thank God, our doctrine is derived from careful
consideration of the inspired synthesis of the whole Bible.
Of this we feel secure:
.
We have established that the gift of healing, along
with other sign gifts, was not intended to be a permanent
gift. It was used for the beginning of the church. After
the truth of God was communicated in the New Testament, miracles of healing were no longer needed. The
sign gifts were to fail, cease, vanish awa y. (1 Cor. 13:810.) Faith, hope and charity would remain. (1 Cor. 13:
13.) With this thought in mind an effective examination
of the Epistle of James is tenable.
The identity of the writer and the time of writing of
James has been a controversial subject. There is little

1""\ James
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doubt, however, that the writer was James, "the Lord's
brother" (Gal. 1:19). He was one of the "pillars" (Gal.
2:9). It was he who gave "judgment" of the apostles and
elders of the church at Jerusalem. (Acts 15:13, 19.) The
. epistle is one of the oldest, if not the earliest, writings of
the New Testament. The distinctly Jewish character of
the teaching supports this statement. The doctrinal tone
noticeably follows the precepts of the Sermon on the
Mount. (Matt. 5:7.) The Jews still assembled in synagogues (2 :2); the "poor" were the heirs of the Kingdom
(2 :5); they were reproved according to the law (2 :8) ;
they had Abraham "to be their father (2:21). They were
in harmony with Acts 3:19-21, looking for the coming
(parousia) of the Lord which was "at hand" (5:7, 8).
The epistle affords instruction for all believers, but it was
plainly addressed "to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad." It belongs to the period of Pentecostal dispensation when the church was predominately Jewish.
The elders had the "powers" of the Pentecostal days.
James specified that the affiicted were to send for the
elders. The elders mentioned in verse 14 must have been
the elders of Israel. (Luke 7:3; Acts 4 :8.) They were of
the local assembly or synagogue. (2:2-Gr.;
sunagogc.}
They were the ones called to minister oil and prayers in
the manner Israel had come to know. (Mark 6:13; Luke
10 :34.)
The ancients made considerable use of a variety of unguents in their practice of medicine. The Bible mentions
many of these, and Israel's elders were not negligent in
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their application for the effecting of cures. Oil was fre- .
quently employed as a base or carrier in the preparation
of these cerates. Oil was considered valuable as a healing
agent, and was often used as a skin and mucous membrane emollient, so its popularity even as a medicinal remedy became widespread among the people of the East.
It was in harmony with this practice that James gave instructions to call for the elders that they might anoint
with oil; however, for those who had faith in God, the
application of a medicinal remedy was not the end means.
Regarding elders of the church we find that they have
the oversight of the flock, as is clearly revealed in Acts
20:17-28 and 1 Peter 5:1-4. "Take heed therefore unto
yourselves and to all the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God
which he hath purchased with his own blood." The Scriptures illustrate the importance of the elders and their close
relationship with the apostles and other disciples. (Acts
15:2-6; 16:4.) It is interesting to note that Peter and John
both called themselves elders. (1 Pet. 5: 1; 2 John 1; 3
John 1.) When spiritual gifts were distributed in the
early church, by the imposition of an apostle's hands, it
is reasonable to conclude that the elders were recipients
of these gifts for the period of time for which these gifts
were necessary in the church for the confirmation of the
Word. (Mark 16:20; Acts 6:1-4; Heb. 2:3, 4.)
Before we study the pertinent verses of James in detail,
a charitable assertion may be made from the foregoing.
The sects, schisms, and modern faith healers postdate the

19

New Testament church by hundreds of years, and can be
found only in the annuls of human effort. It seems certain that James had none of these in mind in his inspired
epistle.
"Is any among you afflicted?" (v. 13). "Afflicted" (Gr.,
kakopatheo: to suffer evil, or suffering of evil) is used
by James to indicate suffering derived from man's lusts
or the existing powers of evil. Jesus taught us to pray for
escape from such things. (Matt. 6:13.) Such prayer for
deliverance culminates in future salvation. (Gal. 1:4; Jas.
5:20.) However, we cannot anticipate deliverance from
all evil, today. This point was emphasized in the previous
article. (Jas. 5:10; 2 Tim. 2:3; Rom. 8:18; 1 Cor. 15:22.)
Prayer has limitations where physical illness is concerned.
In Matthew 26:39, Christ prayed for God to remove the
cup, but He added, "not as I will, but as thou wilt." In
2 Corinthians 12:7-9, the thorn in Paul's flesh did not depart after asking the Lord three times. Second Timothy
4:20 reveals that Paul left Trophimus sick at Miletum.
The word "sick" appears twice in James 5, once each
in verses 14 and 15. "Sick" in verse 14 means to be ill (Gr.,
asthcneo}, In verse 15 "sick" (Gr., kaml1o) means to be
weary as from labor, or weary in mind. Thus we helve
two distinct connotations-the
first, physical illness, and
the second, spiritual illness. Hebrews 12:3 contains the
same Greek word kaml1o. "Consider him that endured
such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be
wearied and faint in your minds." Prayer for spiritual
illness in verse 15 is directly related to prayer for afllic-
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tion in verse 13. If one is to escape from the evil of his
life by prayer (v. 13), he must offer a prayer of faith (v.
15). If he has committed specific sins, then they will be
forgiven (v. 15).
In verses 15 and 16 one finds the words "sins" and
"faults." The first is from the Greek hamartia (a failing
from prescribed law). The second is from the Greek
paraptorna (falling aside where one should have stood
upright). This makes it clear that the circumstances in
view are those of 1 Corinthians 11:30, which reads, "For
this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and
many sleep." The offenders were those who had wronged
their brethren, or had shown an unbrotherly spirit. They
had brought chastisement upon themselves. (V. 16.)
Assuredly, upon confession of sins, the helpful prayer
or righteous men will avail much. (Vv. 16, 19, 20; Cp.
1 John 5:14-16.) But we have seen where prayer has limitations in God's plan. God answers prayer affirmatively
only when offered to Him according to His plan and in
harmony with His will.
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