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SCOFFERS may ridicule the idea of Christ's re-
turn to earth, and tauntingly ask, "Where is
the promise of his coming I" (2 Peter 3: 3, 4;

Isa. 5: 18-24; Matt. 24 :48-51.) False teachers may
even deny the Lord that bought them, and try to
substitute another Jesus-an intangible, ghostly
one, in His stead-as well as another gospel to
supersede the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God,
which Jesus preached and commanded His follow-
ers to preach. But none of these things should
deter us from an earnest prosecution of the in-
quiry, "What is truth t" (2 Peter 2: 1; 2 Tim. 2:
12; 2 Cor. 11:4; Gal. 1:6-9; IJuke 8:1; 4:42,43;
9:2,60; John 18:38.) There are many valid rea-
sons why Jesus should return to this earth.

The Veracity of His Word Requires It

He has said, "I will come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be
also." "I will not leave you comfortless; I will
come to you." "His feet shall stand in that day
upon the mount of Olives, which is before J erusa-
lem on the east." (John 14:3, 18; Zech. 14:4.)
If Jesus never comes back, we can never be re-
ceived unto Him, be with Him, nor share in His
salvation! Our salvation is contingent upon His
appearing "the second time." (Heb. 9 :28.) All
this talk about immaterial and immortal souls go-
ing to heaven at death to be with Jesus is putting
"darkness for light and light for darkness." (Isa.
5:20; 8:20.) Jesus has said, "Whithel' I go ye
cannot come" (John 13:33). "No man hath as-
cended up to heaven" (John 3 :13). It was said of
David, many centuries after he was dead and
buried. that he is "not ascended into the heavens."



(Acts 2:29,34; 13:36.) We are not to go to
heaven to be with J esns; He is coming back to the
earth to be with us here! If Jesus never comes
back to the earth to receive us to Himself, His
word will be invalid and we shall be left com-
fortless and hopeless!

The realization of the blessed hope of Christians
to dwell in Christ's actual presence, to behold His
glory, and be like Him for evermore is all depend-
ent upon His coming. (Titus 2:11-14; John 17:
24; 1 John 3:2; Psalm 17:15; Phil. 3:20, 21.)
Paul wrote, "What is our hope, or joy, or crown of
rejoicing I Are not even ye in the presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ at his eoming I" (1 Thess. 2 :19.)

In order for Christians to attain the spiritual
plane of existence, or enter upon a deathless equal-
ity with unfallen angels, there is divine necessity
that they should have "part in the first resurrec-
tion," or, if among those "which are alive and re-
main unto the coming of the Lord," to share in
that miraculous translation from mortality to im-
mortality that will then take place. (1 Cor. 15 :44-
46; Luke 20:35, 36; Rev. 20:6; 1 Thess. 4:15;
1 Cor. 15 :51-55.)

Without the coming of Jesus, who is "the way,
the truth, and the life," the Christian's faith is
vain, his hope a delusion, and he himself perished.
(John 14:6; 20:30,31; 1 Cor. 15:13-19.)

I often
"Long for a touch of a vanished hand,
01' a sound of a voice that is still,"

but my longings will never be realized unless Jesus
returns and the resurrection takes place. It all de-
pends upon Jesus and the resurrection! (Acts 17:
18,32; 4:2; John 5:28,29.) "As in Adam all die,
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even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every
man in his own order: Christ the flrstf ruits ; af'ter-
ward they that are Christ's at his coming" (1 Cor.
15: 22, 23). All future life for the dead is depend-
ent upon a resurrection; and resurrection is de-
pendent upon the coming of Him who has "the keys
of hell, and of death." (Rev. 1 :18; Isa. 42:7.)

The groaning creation calls for deliverance.
(Rom. 8 :19-23.) The Life-giver has repeatedly
made the affirmation, "I will raise him up at the
last day." (John 6:39,40,44,54.) His statements
will not be broken! The facts of "the resurrection
at the last day" will verify the words of Him who
is "the resurrection and the life."

'I'here is divine necessity for our heavenly Father
to " end .Iesus Christ" that "times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord." "The
times of restitution of all things, which God hath
spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since
the world began" await Jesus' return. (Acts
3: 19-21.)

There is divine necessity for Jesus' return in
order to have

A Future Judgment Day

The God-appointed day "in the which he will
judge the world in righteousness" by His resur-
rected Son is a "judgment to come." (Acts 17:
30-32; Rom. 2:16; Acts 24:24,25; Rev. 20:12,
15.) The judgment to come of the quick and the
dead by the Lord Jesus Christ, whom God has or-
dained, empowered, and qualified for that work, is
now held in abeyance until Jesus' "appearing and
his kingdom." (2 Tim. 4: 1.) If He never appears,
the judgment will never take place.



Reward of the Righteous Awaits His Return

The reward of Christians is made absolutely de-
pendent upon the return of the world's Redeemer.
(Matt. 16:27; Rev. 2; 5:11; 11:18; 22:12.) Their
recompense is inseparably connected with "the res-
urrection of the just" "at his coming." (Luke
14:14; 1 Cor. 15:22,23.)

Punishment of the Finally Impenitent

The retribution of the incorrigibly wicked is not
taking place in some remote hell of conscious mis-
ery, as frequently taught by "blind leaders of the
blind," but will take place "when the Lord Jesus
shall be revealed from heaven" "to be glorified in
his saints." (Matt. 15:10-14; 1 Thess. 1:6-10.)
The unjust are reserved "unto the day of judg-
ment to be punished." (2 Peter 2 :4-9; Job 21 :30.)

The Kingdom of God

'I'he establishment of the Kingdom of God as the
fifth universal kingdom on earth is dependent upon
"the Son of man" coming "with the clouds of
heaven" to inaugurate His endless reign of right-
eousness over His "possession"-"the uttermost
parts of the earth." (Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14;
Psalm 2: 6-12; 72.)

The prayer for God's Kingdom to come that His
will may be "done in earth, as it is in heaven," will
not be answered until the absent Nobleman returns,
"having received the kingdom." (Matt. 6: 10; Luke
19 :12-19.) When ''he shall judge among the na-
tions," and the law shall go forth "out of Zion,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem," the
warlike nations of the earth "shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into



pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword
aga inst nation, neither shall they learn war any
more." (Isa. 2:2·4; 26:9; Zeeh. 9:10; Hosea 2:18;
Psalm 110:1·6; 149:5-9.) The heirs of the King-
dom will then have their heirship terminate in
blissful possession of "the kingdom under the
whole heaven" and "over all the earth," which will
then be filled with God's glory! (James 2:5; Dan-
iel 7: 13, 14, 18, 27; Zeeh. 14: 9; Psalm 72: 19;
'urn. 14:21.)

Do you not wish to "inherit the earth" "when the
wicked are cut off," the curse lifted, death ban-
ished, pain removed, tears wiped away, and sor-
l'OW for evermore estranged to the immortalized
and glorified inhabitants of the earth which "abid-
eth for ever"~ (Matt. 5:5; Psalm 37:9-11,22,27-
29,34; Rev. 22:3-5; Eeel. 1:4; Psalm 104:5; Isa.
45: 18.) If you do not "love his appearing" with
the marvelous events that are associated with it,
how can you hope to share in the Christian's tri-
umph "at that day" ~ (2 Tim. 4: 1-8.)
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