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God's Chosen

S

INCE ISRAEL has been in the news so much of
late, the minds of many of us have been keen with
interest. The great promises of the Lord our God concerning Israel are a challenge to every person of the
world. It is with regret that we know that the majority
of the people of the world are not concerned with the
promises of God. These same ones do not believe that
Israel has any definite hope, or that they are to be considered more than any other nation.
Israel does have a special place in the plan of God. Israel is God's people, chosen by Him for Himself. In this
message we want to bring to you the scriptures which
show that Israel belongs to God.
Reading in Deuteronomy 32 :8-10, we find, "When the
Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when
he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the
people according to the number of the children of Israel.
For the Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the lot of
his inheritance. He found him in a desert land, and in
the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye."
Israel was, is and will be God's people. "They shall
put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will
bless tliem" (Num. 6 :27). "All people of the earth shall
see that thou art called by the name of the Lord; and
they shall be afraid of thee" (Deut. 28:10). Though the
nations of the world boast against Israel today, yet we
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can sense they are afraid. Isaiah said, "Hearken unto me,
o Jacob and Israel, my called" (Isa. 48:12). Yes, Israel
is "the called of God."
It was in Jacob's time the nation began to increase
and "God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name
shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel shall be
thy name: and he called his name Israel" (Gen. 35:10).
It was to Moses that God said, "Thus saith the Lord, Israel .is my son., even my firstborn" (Ex. 4:22). "Now
therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my
.covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me
above all people: for all the earth is mine: and ye shall
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation"
(Ex. 19:5, 6). "But the Lord hath taken you, and brought
you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, to
be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this day"
(Deut. 4:20). "Yet they are thy people and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest out by thy mighty power
and by thy stretched out arm" (Deut. 9:29).
We find that Israel was chosen by the Lord God. "Thou
art an holy people unto the Lord thy God: the Lord thy
God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above all people that are upon the face of the earth"
(Deut. 7 :6).
Yea! Israel is God's people! They transgressed and
committed iniquity against God. He caused them to go
into captivity, to be scattered as we will see later. But
Israel, a people bearing the name of God, which is
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Prince of God, is God's Chosen, His Inheritance, "the
people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand" (Psa.

95:7).
The Scattering of Israel
In almost every instance where the form of the word
"scatter" is used, it means "to turn aside, or to dash in
pieces." (Strong's Concordance.)
We read in Zechariah 7 :14 that God kept His word.
"I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations
whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after
them, that no man passed through nor returned: for they
laid the pleasant land desolate."
Israel to Be Punished "Seven Times"
Israel was warned in plain words long before God
started this judgment. In Leviticus 26 :14-18 we read, "But
if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these
commandments;
and if ye shall despise my statutes ...
I will set my face against you ... and if ye will not yet
for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you
seven times more for your sins." (Notice especially Leviticus 26:21, 23, 24, 27, 28, and 38. "Ye shall perish
among the heathen, and the land of your enemies shall
eat you up.")
There was yet another warning to Israel several years
later which was spoken to Solomon. "If thou wilt walk
before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of
heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that I
have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and
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my judgments: then I will establish the throne of thy
kingdom upon Israel for ever ... but if ye shall at all
turn from following me, ye or your children ... but go
and serve other gods, and worship them: then will I cut
off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and
this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I
cast out of my sight" (1 Kings 9 :4-7).
Ezekiel wrote, "I lifted up my hand unto them also
in the wilderness, that I would scatter them among the
heathen, and disperse them through the countries; because they had not executed my judgments" but had despised my statutes, and had polluted my sabbaths, and
their eyes were after their fathers' idols" (Ezek. 20 :23,24).

The Promise to David
God had made a covenant with David that must be
kept. The covenant was that David's house was to be established forever. The tribe of Judah was to bring forth
the ruler of Israel. The other tribes did not have this
kind of promise.
"She conceived again, and bare a daughter. And God
said unto him, Call her name Loruhamah: for I will no
more have mercy upon the house of Israel; but I will
utterly take them away. But I will have mercy upon the
house of Judah, and will save them by the Lord their
God ...
for ye are not my people, and I will not be
your God" (Hosea 1:6-9). The Book of Hosea was written for ten-tribe Israel, also known as Ephraim and Samana.
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"Ephraim is smitten, their root is dried up, they shall
bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, yet will I
slay even the beloved fruit of their womb. My God will
cast them away; because they did not hearken unto him:
and they shall be wanderers among the nations" (Hosea
9:16, 17). "Ephraim compasseth me about with lies, and
the house of Israel with deceit: but Judah yet ruleth with
God and is faithful with saints" (Hosea 11:12).
The Dividing of Israel
During Solomon's reign God sent word to Jeroboam
that he would become king over ten tribes at the death
of Solomon. For David's sake Judah and Benjamin were
to remain together. The separation took place and the
ten tribes were called the Northern Kingdom, Israel,
Samaria, and Ephraim.
Because he saw that the people were dissatisfied, Jeroboam caused two golden calves to be made and set up
in the cities of Dan and Bethel to' be worshiped, The
people were unhappy and wanted to worship the living
God at the temple in Jerusalem. So, almost immediately
after the separation of the tribes, the people began to go
back to Judah. We read, "The .Levites left their suburbs
and their possession, and came to Judah and Jerusalem:
for Jeroboam and his sons had cast them off from executing the priest's office unto the Lord: and he ordained
him priests for the high places, and for the devils, and
for the calves which he had made. And after them out
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of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek
the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice
unto the Lord God of their fathers. So they strengthened
the kingdom of Judah, and made Rehoboam the son of
Solomon strong, three years: for three years they walked
in the way of David and Solomon" (2 Chron. 11:14-17).
The account in 1 Chronicles 9:1-3 shows that some of
the ten tribes returned from Babylon after the seventyyear captivity, "So all Israel were reckoned by genealogies; and, behold, they were written in the book of the
kings of Israel and Judah, who were carried away to
Babylon for their transgressions. Now the first inhabitants that dwelt in their possessions in their cities were,
the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the Nethinims.
And in Jerusalem dwelt of the children of Judah, and
of the children of Benjamin, and of the children of
Ephraim, and Manasseh." The names that follow these
verses correspond to those in Ezra which tell of the return from Babylon.
Asa, great-grandson of Solomon, reigned over more
than Judah and Benjamin. "He gathered all Judah and
Benjamin, and the strangers with them out of Ephraim
and Manasseh, and out of Simeon: for they fell to him
out of Israel in abundance, when they saw that the Lord
his God was with him" (2 Chron. 15:9). Then Jehoshaphat who followed Asa had a very large following from
the ten tribes. This following was so large that we might
well assume that most of the ten tribes returned to Judah
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to make it their home. (Study 2 Chron. 17:12-19, which
t elts of Jehosha phat' s greatness.)
When the tribes were separated from Solomon, the
northern Kingdom under Jeroboam had an army of
800,000 men (2 Chron. 13:3), and Rehoboam 180,000
men (1 Kings 12:21). Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, had
an army of 1,160,000 men and this only fifty-six years
after the separation. Bullinger says that Jehoshaphat
could muster 1,600,000 men, which was 300,000 more
than David bad. (See Companion Bible, 2 Chron. 17:18.)
As the child ren of Israel (ten tribes) came back into
Judah, they naturally were citizens of Judah. So the
name of Jew was applied to all. But most of the time
they were referred to as Israel, though they were inhabitants of Judah.
We hear the title Jew used so much that almost everyone is led to believe that is the only name by which
this people has been known since the division. But this
is not true; in fact, the opposite is true. When Jesus sent
out the twelve, He said, "Go not into the way of the
Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye
not: but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel"
(Matt. 10 :5, 6). Again He said, "Ye shall not have gone
over the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come"
(Matt. 10:23). Jesus was sending the apostles before Him.
There was so much preaching to do and so many cities
in Palestine that He would be around before the apostles could accomplish their task. But note that Jesus
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called His brethren, Israel. Peter said, "Yemen of Israel,
hear these words" (Acts 2:22). Here is what Gamaliel
said, "Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye
intend to do as touching these men" (Acts 5 :35). And
Paul, beckoning with his hand, said, "Men of Israel, and
ye that fear God, give audience" (Acts 13:16).
Israel Shall Blossom
There are many references to the return of Israel. "La,
the days come, saith the Lord, that I will bring again
the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the
Lord: and I will cause them to return to the land that
I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess it" (J er.
30:3). "Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and
with them the blind and the lame, the woman with child
and her that travaileth with child together: a great company shall return thither. ... Hear the word of the Lord,
o ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off, and say,
He that scattereth Israel will gather him, and keep him,
as a shepherd doth his flock. For the Lord hath redeemed
Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand of him that was
stronger than he" (Jer. 31:8-11). "Therefore fear thou
not, 0 my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; neither be dismayed, 0 Israel: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and
th y seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob shall
return, and shall be in rest, and be quiet, and none shall
make him afraid" (J er. 30: 10).
"Thus saith the Lord God; When I shall have gathered
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the house of Israel from the people among whom they
are scattered, and shall be sanctified in them in the sight
of the heathen, then shall they dwell in their land that
I have given to my servant Jacob. And they shall dwell
safely therein, and shall build houses, and plant vineyards; yea, they shall dwell with confidence, when I
have executed judgments upon all those that despise
them round about them; and they shall know that I am
the Lord their God" (Ezek. 28':25, 26).
In all of the foregoing verses which contain God's
promise of a return for all of Israel, we can see the condition in which they are to be found. First, they are a
scattered people, as a group without a leader. They will
be among the heathen and in "enemies' lands." Second,
as we have suggested before, most of this people are
dead in their grave. The thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel shows this and definitely declares that Israel must first
be resurrected before they can be taken back into their
own land. When all of this happens the two divisi·ons
will be made one nation and Jesus will be their King.
This has not yet happened to Israel. God has not as
yet fulfilled His promises. "But thou, Israel, art my servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, the seed of Abraham
my friend .... Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea,
I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness" (Jsa. 41 :8-10). "Though Israel be not gathered ... thus saith the Lord, In an ac11

ceptable time have I heard thee, and in a day of salvation
have I helped thee: and I will preserve thee, and give thee
for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to
cause to inherit the desolate heritages" (Isa. 49:5-8).
Yes, this is yet future, but God has promised and He
will perform it. There is the time coming when Israel
will be "a light to the Gentiles." This is the time when
"ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the skirt of him that is a
Jew, saying, We will go with you: for we have heard
that God is with you" (Zech. 8:23). This is the time
when "many nations shall come, and say, Come" (Micah 4 :2). This is the time when "he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of
Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from
the four corners of the earth" (Isa. 11:12).
Jesus will be that "ensign." Jesus "shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall
gather together his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other" (Matt. 24 :31). "How long,
Lord? wilt thou hide thyself for ever?" (Psa. 89:46).
Forgiven and Exalted
Israel is not yet enjoying the blessings that God promised. Neither has Israel been forgiven of her many iniquities and transgressions which she committed against
God. Though Israel has suffered for many years for her
sins, yet, beyond all doubt, the Scripture reveals that she
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will have the brightest future ever promised to any nation. "Fear not; for thou shalt not be ashamed; neither
be thou confounded; for thou shalt not be put to shame:
for thou shalt forget the shame of thy youth, and shalt
not remember the reproach of thy widowhood any more.
For thy Maker is thine husband; the Lord of hosts is his
name .... For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but
with great mercies will I gather thee" (Isa. 54:4-7). "It
shall come to pass, that as ye were a curse among the
heathen, 0 house of Judah, and house of Israel; so will
I save you, and ye shall be a blessing: fear not, but let
your hands be strong" (Zech. 8:13).
Israel transgressed against God, but He is going to forgive her in every way. "I have blotted out, as a thick
cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return unto me; for I have redeemed thee ... for the Lord
hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel"
(Isa. 44:22, 23). "Israel shall be saved in the Lord with
an everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end" (Isa. 45:17).
The greatest of hope is contained in Isaiah 60. "Arise,
shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon thee ....
And the Gentiles shall come to
thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising ....
Thou shalt see, and flow together, and thine heart shall
fear, and be enlarged; because the abundance of the sea
shall be converted unto thee, the forces of the Gentiles
shall come unto thee .... And the sons of strangers shall
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build up thy walls, and their kings shall minister unto
thee: for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour
have I had mercy on thee ....
For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee shall perish; yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted" (Isa. 60:1-12).
God has done great things with, for and in Israel. He
will again do the same and more. The Land of Promise
and the people therein, the Israel of today, should draw
our attention and cause us to study God's Word. "He
shall cause them that come of Jacob to take root: Israel
shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the whole
world with fruit" (Isa.27:6).
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