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, On the su bject above there are, two definite
/taken at the 'present 'time.
First, ~ha~all are imm~rtal ~y 'c~e~tion, and per conse"c,:;
quence will live forever, either in favorahle or unfavorable
circumstances.
,
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The second position is; That immortality is only 0 btained by or through the redemption provided by God through - ,
o~r Lord Jesus Christ, ajid consequently can be obtainedonly on certain conditions which will be shown hereafter. '.
After searching the scriptures carefully upon this' important. subject, we have accepted the latter position.
The scriptures everywhere represent man.at _the .presen-t~:.,
time as being mortal, h is life like a vapor that appears for
a short time then vanishes away. In fact the account that
we have of his origin and destiny shows this plainly,
It
represents him as having been formed out of the ground,.
as of the earth earthy, and on account of disobedience de,
stined to return to, the ground
again from .whence.
he was 'taken, there to remain forever,
unless
God
the Creator saw proper to provide a way whereby be dnxld'
be redeemed from this state or condition.
(See Gen.\,2:j;--_
3:17-24; I Cor. I5:47)'
The scriptural account of ,niaQf;'·'.
origin is very simple and easily to understand,
and con'~' =,
tains no evidence in favor of his being made immortal at
his creation b~t entirely to the contrary.
God in giving him the law, as well as in explain ing.
him the penalty for the viol ationof that law, addresses
not as a dual or complex being, but as a unit.
Paul in re~,

"',

ferring to this subject in ROID. 5:12, says, ('Wherefore
as
by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin:
and so death passedupon all men for that all have sinned."
It was the man that he formed out of the ground that
sinned, and it is that man who has to bear the penalty.
0
that men might believe the Word!
Notice particularily tbe account.
It does not say that
GQd made the man out of some other material and a house
out of the ground for the man to live in. No! no! But he
formed the man out of .th e ground.
It was that man that
sinned and it is he who has to bear the pena lcy, But God
has' not left him in tbis sad condition to perish without
hope.
He so loved the world that he gave his only, begotten. Son that whosoever rbelieveth in him----snoulCl'··
not
perish but have everlasting life. And in order to accomplish this. great salvation it was necessary that He be delivered for our offences, be raised again for our justification,
ascend to heaven there to remain as our Highpriest till his
foes he made his footstool.
After which to come again in
person and great glory to take the throne of his father
David and reign as King of kings and Lord oj loris.
The scriptures represent man as being mortal and immortality as something to be sought for in order to obtain
it. I would just state that the doctrine of the immortality
of the soul, so generally taught at the present time, is unscriptural.
The words immortal soul, or any others of
similar import, are not once mentioned in the bible.
The"
word immortal is used but once and then it is applied to
God. (See Tim. 1:17). The word immortality is used five
times. Paul, in I Tim. 6: 16, says, the Lord only has it;
and in 2 Tim. I:1 0 says he t.as brought it to light through
the gospel; and in Rom. 2:7, says it is something to be
sought for by a patient continuance in well doing, and that
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it will be obtained by those who do thus seek for it at the
sounding of the last trump which brings the resurrection
of the dead and change of the righteous living when this
mortal wrll put on immortality and this corruptible put on
incorruptible.
Then will b e brought to pass the saying,
that is written, "Death is swaIlowed up in victory," (See
Isa. 25:8).
It is only through our Lord Jesus Christ that eternal lite,
can be obtained. Peter said, There is salvation iE no othejs
name, him hath God the Father sealed and qualified for
this important work. He could rruthfully say, As the
Father hath life in himself so hath he given to the Son
have life in himself.
He also said, "r am tl>~esurrectio'n
and the life," ,,,( am he that liveth and was dead and am.
,alive forever more and have the keys of death. and the
grave." Yes, and when he appears the second time without a sin offering to the salvation of all them who are looking for him and who love his appearing be will descend
with tbe voice of the Archangel and the trump oE God
which will awaken those who are sleeping in the dust. Jesus said, the bour is corning when all that are in their graves
will hear his voice and come forth, those that have done
good to the resurrection of life, and those that have done
evil to the resurrection of condemnation.
And Paul says,
The wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been manifested that vre might have life more.
abundantly.
He, the great Teach er that came from God,
~ not to do his own will but the will of him who sent him,
said, "Except a man be born of water and of the spirit be
cannot enter the kingdom of God." Man, naturally at the
present time, is both morally and physically unqualified to
inherit-the kingdom.
Paul says, "For all have sinned and
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co'm~'short of the glory of God," and that the unr ighteous
'shitll not.iu her it the kingdom of God, and also, flesh and
blood cannot inherit it, consequently there must be bcrtInl-"
moral ao d physicn l change in order to be qualified to inherit that blessed home prepared for the blessed.
Jesus said it was nr.cessary for him to suffer and rise
again the third day, and that repentance and remission
of
sins be preached in. his name beginning at Jerusalem.
Accordingly the .a£ostles commenced their mi ssio n there
after they were eI1dt!ed with' power from on high as recorded in Acts z nd chapter, (See Lu, 24: Acts 2 ch:).
In Acts znd ch. Wf' are shown how a believing, repentant
person call become righteous or morally qualified to inherit the kingdom by obeying the gospel. Said Peter to those
enquireing ones, "Repent and be baptized in 'the name of
J esus Ch~ist for the remission of sins and you shall receive
thegift.,of the holy spirit." And said Paul, If the s irit" of
who raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you he
that raised up Christ from the dead shall also' quicken your.
mortal bodies by his spirit that dwells in you. This v,ill
be fulfilled at the resurrection when the saints will obtain
that spiritual body spoken of by Paul in I Cor. r yth chap.
Paul shows in that chapter that a future hfe is based UpOll
the resurrection, and it there is no resur rec tion those who'
have fallen asleep in Christ are perished, which would not
be, true if the immortality of the soul is true. But the immortality of the soul. is unscriptural . A qualification
to,-'
.live forever can only be obtained by a living faith in .our.
Lord Jesus Christ through whom alone it can be otitained·.".
In conclusion, I ,,,,ould pray the reader and writer m~y.
be counted worthy at· the judgment to hear Jesus say,'
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world," and thus
-enter upon everlasting life. Amen.
P. H. BOUK, Fonthill, ant.

