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HE BIBLE IS GIVEN in three ways: first,
in the literal, positive statements in which the
thing said is the thing meant; second, by parables, in which one thing is said, and another thing
meant; third, by symbols. In the narrative under
consideration,
written in Luke 16: 19-31, we will
show whether it is a literal statement,
given in
positive language, or a parable, to illustrate something else, or in symbolic language,
When this scripture is interpreted
literally, it
is used to prove 1) the conscious existence of the
dead, and 2) that the wicked at death are sent to
hell, there to suffer forever in unquenchable fire,
and the righteous to heaven to enjoy everlasting
life. We shall see that this thought contradicts
the balance of the Bible and changes the- plan of
salvation. This being true, then we are all lost (if
this is literal), and we shall prove it.
The Bible is man's best authority for making a
statement. So, we shall first prove by it that this
uarra.tiva is a parable,' and then show what it
teaches as a parable. In the 14th verse of the
chapter, we find that . .Tesui was talking to the
Pharisees at the time He related the story of the
Rich Man and Lazarus. if" we- turn to Mark 4: 33,
34, we find that He never taught them without a
parable, explaining all things to His disciples when
they were alone. "With many parables spake he
the word unto them, as they were able to hear it."
"Without a parable spake he not unto them: and
when they were alone, he expounded all things to
his disciples," The reason He did this is give-n in
Matthew 13: 10, "The disciples came, and said unto
him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables f"
"He answered and said unto them, Because it is
given unto yon to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given" (v.
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1l). Thus we have our first proof that it is a
parable.
Now, we shall see that it cannot be interpreted
literally;
for in literal statements, the thing said
is the thing meant. We shall have to add and subtract, both, if we use this narrative to prove conscious existence of the dead, yet God says in Deuteronomy 4: 2; "Ye shall not add unto the word
which I command you, neither shall ye diminish
ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command
you."
We are taught in this narrative
that both the
rich man and Lazarus died. Yet after death they
were' conscious. We have the following positive
statements
in which we learn that when a man
dies, he returns to the dust of the earth, and his
very thoughts
perish. Psalm 146: 4 says, "His
breath goeth fo rth, he returneth to his earth; in
that very day his thoughts perish." Job says of
the dead, "Their sons come to honour, and they
do not perceive it" (Job 14: 21). In Ecclesiastes
9:5 also, "The Irving know that they shall die;
but the dead know not any thing, neither have they
any more a reward; for the memory of them is
forgotten."
"Also their love, and their hatred,
and their envy, is now perished; neither have they
any more a portion for ever in any thing tha t is
done under the sun" (v. 6). "Whatsoever
thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
, wisdom in the grave whither thou goest" (Eccl.
9: 10). The word "died" in this instance is not to
be taken literally, as we can see that it would
contradict the foregoing positive statements.
If we go by popular theory, and say the beggar
went to heaven when he died, we will have to add
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the word "heaven," as it is not in this narrative;
and the word "bosom" will have to be subtracted,
for we do read that Lazarus was taken to Abraham's bosom. Popular
theory also says Lazarus
was taken to heaven because he was good, and the
rich man was sent to hell because he was a
wicked man. The only reason given in the narrative for the rich man being in hell was that he
had good things all his life, and was rich; and
Lazarus was taken to Abraham's
bosom because
he had evil things in his life, and was poor. But
here is a literal statement of the Bible which says,
"Dust thou art: and unto dust shalt thou return"
(Gen. 3:19).
Jesus Himself said, "No man hath ascended up
to heaven, but he that came down from heaven,
even the Son of man which is in heaven" (John
3 : 13). Then if the word "heaven"
occurred in
this parable,
it would contradict
the words of
Christ; for He said no one except Himself has ascended to heaven. If the beggar of the story was
real, and he received his reward at death as the
narrative
seems to teach, the thought would contradict
a number of positive statements,
as in
Luke 14: 14: "Thou shalt be blessed;
for they
cannot recompense thee; for thou shall be recompensed at the resurrection
of the just." "When
the chief shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive
a crown of glory that fadeth not away" (1 Peter
'5: 4). "Behold, I come quickly and my reward is
with me, to give every man according as his work
shall be" (Rev. 22: 12). Then we receive our reward at the resurrection,
and not at death, as
would appear by the parable.
Those who take the narrative
to be a literal
statement also say, that it is the soul of the person- which' is sent to heaven or hell at death, that
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the soul is the immortal part which leaves the
body at death. If they are to prove it by the story
of the Rich. Man and Lazarus, they must add the
word "soul"; for it does not occur in the narrative. As a literal statement means just what it
says, why should they say that the soul of the
rich man went to hell, and the soul of the beggar
went to heaven, when neither "soul" nor "heaven"
is therej Does a soul have eyes, a tongue, and
fingers ~ The rich man in hell lifted up his "eyes"
and asked the beggar to dip his "finger" in the
water to cool his "tongue," and we all know that
these organs are members of the body. Then if
the soul is a separate part of the body, it surely
could not have been the souls of these men which
were alive after death. Then we will not be able
to take this narrative as a literal fact.
I have proved to you that it cannot be taken as
a literal fact for these five reasons: (1) After the
rich man and Lazarus died, they were conscious,
and we read that "the dead know not any thing."
(2) Jesus was talking to the Pharisees when He
related the story, and scripture has been given to
show that He never spoke to them except in parables. (3) If it shows that the good go to heaven
and the bad to hell, we must add the words "good,"
"bad," and "heaven." (4) Then we must subtract
the word "bosom," if we say Lazarus went to
heaven. (5) If the soul was the part taken to its
reward at death, then that word must also be
added. Does the soul, as a separate part of the
body, have a tongue, eyes, and fingers ~
In the first place, we are taught that man was
made of the dust of the ground, and placed in the
Garden of Eden, or Paradise.
Two trees were
pointed out to him, one the tree of life, whereof
he might eat freely; the other the tree of knowl-
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edge of good and evil, of which God told him he
must not eat, or he would surely die. The Serpent
came along and told Adam and Eve that they
would not surely die but would live forever, and
become as God (Roth.), knowing good from evil.
They listened to the Devil, and were tempted to eat
of the forbidden
fruit, after which God passed
sentence on them in these words, "In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return
unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return"
(Gen. 3: 19). In Romans 5: 12, we learn: "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men,
for that all have sinned." If we believe this verse
which tells us that evei:yone must die, then the sentence was passed on the rich man and Lazarus, too,
if we take them to be real characters.
Other statements
say that when we die, the
grave is the resting place, where there is no love,
no hatred, and the sons of men come to honor and
the dead do not know it. If we live again, the
Bible goes a step further, through Jesus Christ, it
will be by a resurrection.
"Now if Christ be
preached that he rose from the dead, how say
some among you that there is no resurrection
of
the dead ~ But if there be no resurrection
of the
dead, then is Christ not risen; and if Christ be
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your
faith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false
witnesses of God; because we have testified of
God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised
not up, if so be that the dead rise not. For if the
dead rise not, then is not Chr-ist raised" (1 Cor.
15 :12-16).
Since we cannot take this narrative literally, and
no interpretation
is given, we shall see what the
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rich man and the beggar represent, as in harmony
with the Bible. We learn that the Jewish nation
was once rich in that it had the privilege of the
love and oracles of God, being the only people with
whom He had any dealings at the time. (Amos 3:
2.) "What advantage then hath the Jew1 or what
profit is there of circumcision ~ Much every way:
chiefly, because that unto them were committed
the oracles of God" (Rom. 3: 1, 2). When Jesus
told the parable, He knew that a time was coming
when they would not accept the 'truth. The rich
man who fared sumptuously every day during his
lifetime represents the Jews while they were in
favor. His death pictures the Jews forsaking the
truth, and the following verses show that God
counts all "poor" who do not accept Him.
"Unto the angel of the church of the Landiceans write;
These things saith the Amen, the
faithful
and true witness, the beginning
of the
creation of God; I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or
hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,
and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and in_ creased with goods, and have need of nothing;
and knowest not that thou are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich;
and white raiment
that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes
with eyesalve, that thou mayestsee"
(Rev. 3 :1418).
.
The Gentiles were represented by the beggar, because at that time they did not have the truths of
God, as we read in Ephesians 2: 11, 12: "Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles
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in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that
which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made
by hands;
that at that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth
of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of prom,
ise, having no hope, and without
God in the
world," During the life of the beggar, he was
poor and had only evil things, begging for crumbs
from the table of the rich man. Likewise, before
the Gentiles had come into God's favor, they were
not included in the promises of Abraham,
and
were not recognized
as God's people. Though
they begged of the Jews for the truth, it was not
given to them, represented in the Parable by the
beggar asking for crumbs of bread from the
table of the rich man. In Matthew
15:27, a
woman came to Jesus and begged of Him for food,
and these are her words, "T'ruth, Lord; yet the
dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their
master's table."
Then both of the men died. Nothing was said in
the Parable as to whether or not the beggar was
a good man and the rich man a wicked man; but,
when they died, the rich man was in hell, and the
beggar was carried to Abraham's bosom, and both
were conscious. Now if we take this literally, we
must be sick, poor, and have evil things in this
life to go to Abraham's bosom. Or, if we say this
means ''heaven,'' take the word "bosom" out and
substitute "heaven," though we 'have no authority
to do this. If we have good things in this life, and
fare well all our days as the rich man did, we will
go to hell. Now if this is true, how many of us
in this age would be saved ~ Every one of us has
as much as he had, and even more. He never rode
in an automobile or read a daily newspaper or
listened to a radio. Yet he was sent to hell because
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he had good things!
None of us is trying to
stay out like Lazarus did-by
being poor, and
covered with sores and having only evil things in
this life. Then, if we take this statement literally,
it will send us to hell, like the rich man, according
to our own reasoning!
The sores of the beggar are given to represent
something also. During the time when the Gentiles
were in their sins, with no hope of the future
(Isa. 1:5, 6), the "dogs" written of in Isaiah 56:
10-12 tried to heal their wounds. "His watchmen
are blind: they are ignorant, they are all dumb
dogs, they cannot bark;
sleeping, lying down,
loving to slumber. Yea, they are greedy dogs
which cannot understand:
they all look to their
own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter."
"Come ye, say they, I will fetch mine, and we will
fill ourselves with strong drink;
and tomorrow
shall be as this day and much more abundant."
In the Parable, the dogs come to lick the sores on
Lazarus, because the lick of a dog is healing to
the wound. This represents the preachers or shepherds of the verses just quoted, who pat one on the
back and say you will never die, but will only drop
the mortal body at death. The soul will go to
heaven to enjoy life forever, if you are saved in
this world by them-soothing
the people-the
same doctrine taught by the Grecian philosophers,
Plato and Socrates, 400 years before Christimmortality
of the soul. They also will tell you
that the soul within you is a part of God which
lives in the body until the person is dead. Then
it leaves" the body and goes to heaven if the
person in whom it lived while on earth was good,
and to hell if that person was a sinner. According to this theory, we have God burning a part
of Himself in hell forever! Just as we read in
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Isaiah, that the dogs, or shepherds and preachers,
look to their quarter
for their gain, and are
greedy, so we have the preacher of today looking
to his church for his salary. When a larger salary
is offered elsewhere, he says God calls him to
another place to carryon
his work. They are
greedy, never get enough, go around to the people,
patting them on the back, soothing their wounds
with soft words.
Now when the rich man died, he was buried.
In hell, which is translated, in this instance, from
the Greek word, "hades," meaning the grave, he
lifted up his eyes to Lazarus, who had been carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. Angels
may refer to men, or to celestial beings. The real
meaning of the word is "messenger."
Then the
rich man dying represents the falling away of the
Jewish nation from the truth. When this happened, God took the Gentiles into favor because
they were seeking after the truth. In James 2:5,
we read: "Hearken,
my beloved brethren,
Hath
not God chosen the poor of this world rich in
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath
promised to them' that love him f"
Though the .Jews had only the promises given to
Moses, which was the law, when the Gentiles came
into favor, they were promised even greater things,
for they were carried to Abraham's bosom to re- pose. To Abraham, the promise that he and his
seed would inherit the earth for an everlasting
inheritance was given. The bosom is given to represent close relationship.
In the old days, when
people dined together, the guest of honor was
placed at the head of the table, and the person
next to him rested his head on the guest's bosom;
and so around the table, each person resting his
head on the bosom of the one nearest him. An-10-

other place, in the Bible, in which the bosom represented close relationship, is given in John 1: 18 :
"No man hath seen God at any time; the only
begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared him." Here we see the close re. lationship
of the Father
to the Son, the Son
having
attained
immortality,
by resurrection,
whereas God is the only being who had it from the
beginning.
So we have the Gentiles reposing on Abraham's
bosom, enjoying the promises and covenants given
to Abraham, past the bosom of Moses where the
Jews reposed in the law given to Moses. The rich
man, or the Jewish nation, was crying for a drop
of water to cool his tongue-it
could not be literal
water, for, if he was in an unquenchable fire, one
drop of water would' never reach him, much less
do him any good. He was calling 'for the water
of which Jesus spoke in John 4: 13, 14: "Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him
shall hever thirst; but the water that I shall give
him sh~ll be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life." Again, the water of everlasting life is spoken of by Jesus in John 3 :37,'liJ: "In the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst
let him ,come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, Out of
his belly shall flow rivers of' Living waters." "But
this spake
of the Spirit, which they that' believe
on him should receive; for the Holy Ghost' was
not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified." Then it was this water that the rich
man wanted, but the gulf of unbelief was in the
way.
He asked Lazarus to go to his brothers, which
are the ten tribes of Israel, as the rich man rep-
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resented the Jews, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The answer was that if one from the dead
should go to them they would not repent, Lazarus
could not take the water to him because of the
gulf of unbelief;
and, until they accept Christ
and the true belief, they cannot receive it. Popular
theory says this gulf is between heaven and hell.
Then if we believe that Christ went to paradise
with the thief at death, and this gulf cannot be
crossed, how did He cross to preach to the spirits
in prison of which we have an account l (i Peter
3 :18-21).
A short summary:
The beggar represents
the
Gentiles who were without hope or Christ. The
rich man represents the Jews who fared sumptuously on the truths of the Bible. Jesus, knowing
there would come a time when the Jews would no
longer accept the truth but that the Gentiles would
come to favor, gave this narrative of the Rich Man
and Lazarus, which is a parable, which they did
not understand,
to show that this would come to
pass. Though He usually explained the parables
He gave to the multitudes to the disciples when
they were alone, this one has no interpretation.
In order to know what He meant, we must find
an explanation
that will harmonize
with. other
truths of the Bible. The gulf of unbelief is keeping the truth from the Jews now, but there will
come a time in the future when we will see them
again in God's favor, when they accept Christ as
their Saviour.
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