Adult Quarterly Teacher’s
Guide
Summer Quarter 2013
Introduction
This quarter looks at the middle
section of Luke’s Gospel. Last winter
we looked at the first section, which
includes Jesus’ birth and childhood
then focuses on Jesus’ ministry in
Galilee.
Luke 9:51 marks the transition:
“When the days drew near for him to
be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem.” Most of the action
remains in Galilee but it’s now
emphasized that Jesus has a date with
destiny in Jerusalem.
Continue to watch for these ongoing
themes: the kingdom of God, the
prevalence of prayer, the work of the
Holy Spirit, the lordship of Christ,
warnings against materialism, and the
call to salvation. Another common
theme is the great reversal, i.e., the
last shall be first. We’ll look at many
parables only recorded in this Gospel
and these themes are reprised many times.
We sometimes put notes at the end of individual lesson guides regarding preparation for the next week’s lesson but
it’s always helpful for the teacher to be looking ahead. A little work ahead of time will always pay big dividends when
it comes to lesson discussion and application.
I’d also like to thank the writers who supply guides for their lessons. It’s obvious which ones these are. When I
write the guides it mostly serves as a path for the lesson.

Lesson 1
June 2, 2013
The Seventy are Sent Out
Luke 10:1-24
Lesson Aim
To Know: Jesus brought the Gospel to all people
To Respond: Joining Jesus in proclaiming the Gospel
Life Need
Divide your class into three groups, assigning one
Highlights of Previous Quarterlies on page 2 and another,
Synoptic Observations on page 3, and the third, An

Overview of Luke 10-19. Have each summarize the lesson
for the class.
Bible Learning
Use the comments on pages four and five to discuss the
Lesson Text.
Bible Application
Discuss the first three questions under Finding Your
Mission.
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Life Response
Discuss the last question under Finding Your Mission.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus sent out his disciples for evangelism.
2. Jesus expects a harvest.
3. Jesus warns that there will be opposition.
Finding your Mission
1. The song says “There’s a place for every worker in the
vineyard of the Lord”. In your life as a Christian, what are
some of the “places” God has called you to? This calling to
other places could be in many forms.
2. Are there fields of ministry for the harvest of which
you have a special interest? Perhaps this is through
financial support, through prayer, through short term
service, or through long term service?

Lesson 2
June 9, 2013
The Parable of the Good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37
Lesson Aim
To Know: Everyone is our neighbor
To Respond: By keeping God’s Laws in our hearts and
being willing to help your neighbor no matter the cost.
Editor’s note: the following material is from a sermon by
Matthew Fenchel, “The Good Samaritan – The Rest of the
Story.” It can be read at:
http://www.ucg.org/sermon/good-samaritan-rest-story/
A quick word about the geography: The road down from
Jerusalem to Jericho was about 15 miles through very rocky
uninhabited wilderness. It was notorious for its attacks by
robbers, so that some sources call it the bloody way. It
was a rough journey, very dry and often very hot; you
certainly did not want to linger, you wanted to get through
as fast as you could.
We know from verses 31-32 that the priest and the Levite
went clear around and away from the man lying along the
roadside.
Why might they not have stopped and helped that
individual?
Well, maybe the priest didn't actually see it happen;
probably neither of them saw it happen. He moves to the
other side. How could he be sure the wounded man is a
neighbor since he can't be identified? How do I know he
lives on my block? I can't tell who he is.
If the person lying there is a non-Jew, the priest could
have risked defilement, especially if the person were
actually dead he would have risked even greater defilement

3. Thinking of the wolves in our text, have you had any
experiences where your good intentions met with
opposition?
4. What is your testimony of joy? Do you have praise
items on moments in which you have experienced joy in the
Lord?
Suggested Daily Bible Readings for next
week’s lesson:
M - James 2:14-20… Faith without Works
T - Psalm 25:4-7…Teach Me Your Way Lord
W - Genesis 4:4-9… Cain kills Abel
T - Matthew 22:34-40…The Greatest
Commandment
F - Hebrews 8:8-12… Write God’s Laws on our
Heart
S- Acts 2:22-39… Our Promise, Our Hope

when touching the dead body. If he defiles himself he
cannot collect and distribute the tithes. Of course they were
sometimes paid in animals, but not exclusively. His family
and servants would suffer the consequences with him.
Priests were supposed to be ritually clean and exemplified
the law. He would have had immediate shame and
embarrassment suffered because of touching a dead body or
touching somebody who was not a Jew.
He would have had a ritual purification that lasted at least
a couple weeks. So he was in a predicament. In fact he
couldn't even have approached closer than 4 cubits to a
dead man without being defiled, and of course he couldn't
have gotten close enough to tell if he was a dead man or
not.
So, the best course of action was to simply move along
the way.
The priest and Levite were aware of this individual, no
questions about it, but that's all they were, aware, nothing
more.
It is difficult to be certain of the exact value but we know
that a denarii was at least considered to be one day’s wages
for workers in Jesus’ day.
You might contact your local hotel/motel and ask them
what it would cost for one or two weeks lodging of the
most basic type. Would they be willing to pay for two or
three weeks lodging for this stranger? Ask members of
your class if they would be willing to give at least 2 days’
wages to help house a beaten and robbed stranger from the
side of the road. If not, then ask them how long they would
be willing to let this stranger live with them until he/she
gets healthy enough to move on.

Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus said that the second greatest commandment is to
love our neighbor.
2. We can be a neighbor to all who are in need.
Questions for Discussion
1. Have you ever turned your head and refused to help a
neighbor because you did not want to get involved?
2. If you were a passenger on the bus from the beginning of
this lesson would you have been willing to help the lady,
or would you have been too embarrassed or intimidated
to help?

Lesson 3 June 16, 2013
Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38-41
Lesson Aim
To Know: Though Martha and Mary were different from
one another, both served the Lord.
To Respond: By appreciating our gifts and talents and those
of others, and to use our gifts and talents in service to God.
Life Need
Option 1 – Discuss Question 1
Option 2 – Discuss Question 2
Option 3 – Read the Introduction. Ask: “From what you
remember about Mary and Martha, which do you think you
are more like?
Bible Learning
Option 1 – Read the text together. Divide your class into
two groups. Ask one group to also look at John 11 and the
quarterly comments. Have them report back on the
strengths of Martha. Have the second group look at the
quarterly comments and John 12:1-11. Have them report
back on the strengths of Mary.
Option 2 – Read the text and discuss Question 3. Highlight
what we learn about Martha in John 11 and what we learn
about Mary in John 12. Discuss Questions 4 and 5.
Option 3 – Ask two class members to assume the roles of
Mary and Martha and role play the story in today’s text.
Discuss how you think each felt. Ask your class to which
character they most relate.
Option 4 – If you want to focus on biblical doctrine with
this class, read Acts 8:12 and ask: “what do we learn about
these two great subjects – The Kingdom of God and Jesus –
from Martha?” Emphasize how Martha learned directly
from Jesus so her beliefs reflected what Jesus taught. Note
that Jesus did not change or correct Martha’s theology.
Bible Application
Option 1 – Discuss Questions 6-8.
Option 2 – Ask your class to stand. Have the “Marthas”
stand on one side of the room and the “Marys” on the other.

3. How do you think you would feel if you were the person
who thought their bus fare was paid for on the card only
to find out there was a problem? How would you react?
4. Are you willing to accept the fact that anyone and
everyone is your neighbor? If so, how do you move
forward and apply the parable of the Good Samaritan in
your life?
5. Is our willingness to help our neighbor something we
tend to put a price on? If so, how much money would
you be willing to spend? Are you willing to accept the
fact you may never be repaid financially?

Then ask a Martha to express something she or he
appreciates about the Marys. Then ask a Mary to express
something he or she appreciates about the Marthas.
Continue this until several have had an opportunity to
speak.
Option 3 – Ask: “Why do we need both ‘Marthas’ and
‘Marys’ in our church?”
Option 4 – Ask your class to write a clear, concise
statement of their faith such as Martha expressed in
John 11.
Life Response
Option 1 – Ask: “If you are a ‘Martha,’ what can you do to
become more ‘Mary-like’?” and, “If you are a ‘Mary,’ what
can you do to become more ‘Martha-like’?”
Option 2 – Read the Golden Text: Emphasize that we are all
different, but we all have strengths that can bless others.
Truths to Emphasize
1. People are different,
2. We need to appreciate people whose strengths and
weaknesses are different from our strengths and
weaknesses.
3. We need to appreciate our own strengths.
Questions for Discussion
1. If you have a brother or a sister, how are you different
from one another? How are you alike?
2. Do you agree that most siblings have a “love-hate”
relationship with one another?
3. After reading the text, do you relate more to Mary or
Martha? Why?
4. What were Martha’s strengths? What were her
weaknesses?
5. What were Mary’s strengths? What were her
weaknesses?
6. How do people like Martha help God’s work?
7. How do people like Mary help God’s work?
8. How can we learn to appreciate others who are different
from ourselves?

Lesson 4
June 23, 2013
Are We There Yet?
Luke 11:1-13
To Know: Jesus taught his disciples to pray.
To Respond: developing a life of prayer
LEADERSHIP PATH
Preparation 1
Pray for yourself and your students. Ask for wisdom to
understand the material, and a dedicated will to put what is
learned into practice. In the space below, jot down a few
items you want to include in your prayer, items specifically
suited to today’s lesson ….

Preparation 2
Take note of some specific personal experiences that came
to mind as you studied the lesson. Spend some quality time
on reliving those experiences in your memories, recalling
times, places, and emotions of all involved ….
Classroom 1
Work through the lesson as it’s presented, beginning with a
prayer (note your preparation prayer for some specific
things you want to include, or pray the Lord’s Prayer
together). Change (rephrase, omit, add your own) questions

to reflect your personal preferences, the unique needs of
your class, and time constraints. Remember that the lesson
format is a suggestion. Let your Self come through as you
present the material.
Classroom 2
Here are some potential supports for today’s lesson:
(1) A basic outline of the Lord’s Prayer is found in the first
paragraph of the Background and Discussion section of the
lesson. Have the class pick out the verses that would fall
under each heading.
(2) There are many excellent music videos of the song “The
Lord’s Prayer” online. If you are able, play one of these
online videos for the class. If not, try to find a recorded
version of the song to share.
(3) The “ask, seek, knock” portion of the text was not
covered in the lesson. Re-read those verses and ask: “How
is asking God for a favor like searching for something or
like knocking on a door?”
(4) In the Background and Discussion section, scorpions
and snakes are mentioned. Possibilities: (a) Show photos of
scorpions and snakes (if you live in the southwest U.S. you
probably see the real thing all the time anyway). (b) Ask:
“What’s the strangest food you’ve ever eaten?” This is an
obvious lead-in to discussing God’s intentions toward us
when we pray. (v. 11-13)
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus taught his disciples to pray.
2. We will learn to pray as we follow the shepherd.

Lesson 5
June 30, 2013
The Yeast of the Pharisees
Luke 11:14–12:3

Bible Learning
Discuss the Lesson Text using the comments on pages
25-26.

Key Thought: “Blessed rather are those who hear the word
of God and keep it!” (Luke 11:28)

Bible Application
Read the first paragraph of the Bible Application and then
go back through the highlighted headings. As the lesson
says: “Discuss each heading in terms of how effectively our
lives follow the principles that Jesus was pointing out.”

Lesson Aim
To Know: the Pharisees’ form of righteousness was not
acceptable to God.
To Respond: Love God with our whole heart, soul, and
mind.
Life Need
Read and discuss the Lesson Background.

Life Response
Read and discuss A Personal Testimony. Ask, “How has
your personal experience of life in Christ been like that of
the author? How has it been different?”
Truths to Emphasize
1. We must hear the Word and keep it.
2. Jesus showed patience toward the people who were
down and suffering.

Lesson 6
July 7, 2013
The Rich Fool – Covetousness Denounced
Luke 12:13-34 (NASB)
[Note: the quarterly mistakenly says “6:13-34”.]
Lesson Aim: to realize that material success in this world
holds little importance to God compared to acquiring the
spiritual virtues that emulate His nature.
To Know: God takes care of His own, those who trust Him.
To Respond: Put proper emphasis on learning and
practicing the ways of life that God wants prevailing in His
kingdom.
Introduction
Open your lesson time with either Option 1 or 2 below.
Option 1: Read some of the points made in the study on
greed referred to in the Introduction. Ask the class what
truth the study reveals to them. What personal experiences
can any student relay that are consistent with the survey
results?
Option 2: Ask the class if they agree or disagree with the
following statement and why: “Greed is overrated as a
moral problem in American society.”
As discussion ends in either option tell the class that
today’s lesson text reveals what Jesus has to say about the
subject of greed and covetousness.
Bible Learning
Indicate that the lesson text is divided into four main parts:
1. The man seeking help to obtain a fair inheritance.
2. The parable of the rich fool.
3. Three examples of how people worry in this life.
4. Seeking what is most important in this life.
Under each point are some possible questions to engage
your students in conversation to help solidify the meaning
of what Jesus was teaching. Plan to give sufficient time to
cover all four parts as you present the lesson to your
students.
1. The man seeking help to obtain a fair inheritance.
Why do you believe Jesus rebuffed the man seeking his
help to get his fair share of family inheritance? What might
this reveal to us about appealing to him for help in settling
such matters?
2. The parable of the rich fool.
Put into your own words what Jesus meant when he said,
“Not even when one has an abundance does his life consist
of his possessions.”
At what point in the parable did Jesus reveal the moral
flaw of the rich man? Why did Jesus include the sudden
death of the rich man?
Why is “storing up treasure for ourselves” considered
unacceptable behavior by Jesus?

How would you describe one who is “rich toward God”?
3. Three examples of how people worry in this life.
In the three illustrations Jesus gives concerning what we
fuss about in our mortal lives why, in each example, does
Jesus warn us not to worry? What kinds of things do you
worry about? What is the cause of that worry? How can you
overcome such worry in your life? Why is worry bad for
our spiritual lives?
4. Seeking what is most important in this life.
Jesus ends his three examples of worry items by listing
two things we should do as children of God. They are:
Seek God’s kingdom.
Do not be afraid.
Ask: “What will happen if we obey these challenges?”
In addition Jesus gave the following affirmation:
Your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.
Ask: “What difference would it make in your life if God
stated this affirmation to you face-to-face?”
Jesus made two other statements which call for our
meditation as we consider how to act on them.
Make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven.
Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Ask: “What do these statements mean to you, and how
will they affect your decisions in life?”
Bible Application
Discuss one or more of these questions:
“Why do material possessions pose a serious threat to
our spiritual health and good relationship with God?”
After recounting the basic idea of the “haves” and “have
nots”, as expressed in this section of the lesson, ask: “How
does the age-old issue of the ‘haves’ and the ‘have nots’ fit
into the essential meaning of our lesson?”
“How does greed control decisions you make in life?”
Life Response
Follow the instructions for the self-assessment provided
in the lesson. Students can privately reflect on their
answers, only writing anything down if they so choose.
If some students are willing, have them offer what
question affected them most and tell what they might need
to do to improve their way of thinking and acting.
Ask: “Why does God not want us to worry? How can we
best overcome worry in our lives?”
“How can we change our life practices to eliminate
greed and to trust God?”
Truths to Emphasize: 1. Worry is a primary source of
spiritual decay and ruin in our lives. 2. Greed is a spiritual
disease that ruins otherwise healthy spiritual lives. 3. What
we treasure will rule in what we choose to do. 4. Jesus
does not make moral conduct judgments for us.

Lesson 7
July 14, 2013
The Old “Bait and Switch” Trick
Luke 13:1-9
Key thought: Nothing ever got past Jesus, and the people’s
attempt to get him to look at things their way instead of
what really needed to be dealt with didn’t work, either.
Jesus always gets to the heart of the matter no matter how
hard we may try to distract him with side issues, so why not
just be honest with him right now?
Lesson Aim
To Know: Jesus knows our hearts.
To Respond: We must be honest in our response to Christ.
Life Need
Read the Life Need and use questions 1 and 2 from the
Questions for Discussion.
Bible Learning
Use the comments in the Bible Application to discuss the
Lesson Text.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and use questions 3-5 in the
Questions for Discussion.
Life Response
Read the Life Response and use questions 6 and 7 in the
Questions for Discussion.

Questions for Discussion
1. Think of the last time someone tried to distract you from
an issue they didn’t want you to know about. What was
the issue, and when did you discover what was
happening? How did it make you feel to know you had
been intentionally distracted?
2. Think of the last time you tried to distract someone from
something that was happening. What made you do it?
Did it work? How did you feel about it afterward? Were
you ever found out?
3. Have you tried to distract God from what He may be
saying to you? How so? Did you think you would
succeed in getting God’s attention from what He is
trying to point out to you? Why or why not?
4. The author said that it is likely Jesus responded the way
he did to the murders of Jews by Pilate because they
were trying to distract him from what was happening in
their lives. What do you think of this? Do you agree or
disagree, and why or why not?
5. Have you ever had the attitude of “Well, he sure
deserved that, didn’t he?” If so, can you give general
details as to what happened and why you felt that way?
You do not have to be specific or give specific names.
6. What is the Gospel of the Kingdom of God to you? Is it
an academic exercise that makes you feel and look
smarter than anyone else? Is it a reason for personal
pride? Or is it more than that to you? Does it change
your life for Christ?
7. What can you begin to do to change your attitude toward
the Gospel and make it a life-changing message for you
and others, rather than just a head exercise? Be realistic!

Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus knows our hearts.
2. We cannot sidetrack Jesus.
3. We need to allow God to produce fruit through us.

Lesson 8
July 21, 2013
Dinner with Jesus
Luke 14:12-35

Bible Learning
The Lesson Text begins with The Parable of the Great
Dinner on page 40 and continues through About Salt.

Lesson Aim
To Know: Jesus used the occasion of a dinner to challenge
the attendees with the cost of discipleship.
To Respond: Count the cost and pay the price of disciples.

Life Response
Use And the Point is... on page 43 for the Life Response.

Life Need
The author has written an interactive lesson with questions
interspersed throughout. The section entitled, Imagine
Dinner with Jesus is the Life Need.

Truths to Emphasize
1. Not everyone invited to the Great Banquet will be there.
2. Jesus tells us to count the cost of discipleship.
3. Christians are to be the salt of the earth.

Lesson 9
July 28, 2013
The Lost / Prodigal Son;
The Loving / Forgiving Father
Luke 15:11-24, 32
Lesson Aim
To Know: Our loving Heavenly Father is always willing to
receive us.
To Respond: Repent and return to Him.
Life Need
Read the Life Need and use question 1 from the Questions
for Discussion.
Bible Learning
Use the comments in the Bible Application to discuss the
Lesson Text.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and use questions 2-4 in the
Questions for Discussion.
Life Response
Use question 5 in the Questions for Discussion.

Lesson 10 August 4, 2013
“Three Guys in Hades”
Luke 16
Lesson Aim
To Know: Jesus wants us to imagine what our futures will
be like.
To Respond: Serve Jesus appropriately.
Life Need
Option One:
Explain that the lesson contends Jesus could use humor
in his teaching, so you will begin by discussing humor in
the Bible. Some students may find the premise hard to
accept (and all discussions of humor involve differences of
perception about what is funny). Explain that the lesson
doesn’t depend on parables being received with vocal
laughter. Ask for students to mention something in the
Bible he or she has found humorous. If people can’t come
up with anything you might consider some of the references
which follow (if necessary, prepare with these in advance):
Abraham’s negotiation with God about Sodom
(Genesis 18);
Aaron’s lame excuse after making the golden calf
(Exodus 32:24);
Baalam’s talking donkey (Numbers 22);

Truths to Emphasize
1. We can repent and return to God.
2. The attitude of the elder brother was also sinful.
Questions for Discussion
1. How is that sibling rivalry going on now, after many
years, in your family? Is there an aspect of Everybody
Loves Raymond, but they love Raymond more than you?
Do we, too, need to forgive an old family situation?
2. Of the “Big Ten” which do you struggle most with in
terms of being asotos (against salvation)? How about
Paul’s big ten list in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11? Have you
been there? Gracefully, Paul wrote “of such were some
of you”.
3 Can you, as gently as possible, discuss a time when you
“came to your senses”? This could get interesting, but
thank God you’ve returned to the Father also.
4. Can every sin be “against heaven” or God first? Why?
Why not?
5. Have you ever had the older child’s kind of feelings for
sinners coming into the church? How did you overcome
those? How can we encourage repentant sinners within
the church?

Ehud’s assassination of Eglon (Judges 3);
Gideon’s hesitance to serve God (Judges 6);
Goliath’s boastfulness (1 Samuel 17);
Elijah’s mockery of the 450 prophets of Baal
(1 Kings 18:27);
Haman’s embarrassing walk with Mordecai (Esther 6:6-11);
Jeremiah’s confrontation with Hananiah
(Jeremiah 28:10-17);
Jonah’s pointless attempt to flee God (Jonah 1);
some of the sharp comments in Proverbs, as in 22:13, or
26:13-19;
the tearing of a roof to lower a man to Jesus
(Luke 5:18-19);
Zaccheus and Jesus wanting to see each other
(Luke 19:3-5);
the way Jesus’ disciples kept misunderstanding him (as in
Matthew 16:5-7);
Peter’s escape from prison (Acts 12:9-16).
Ask students: “What explanations can we offer for God
to include humor in the Bible?” (Perhaps to help ideas be
memorable, or to illustrate the folly of sin or human
weakness, or because God just appreciates humor – the
Bible doesn’t say Jesus laughed, but it says God laughs, as
in Psalm 2:4; 37:13: 59:8.)

Ask: Why might Jesus use humor in his teaching?
(Perhaps to make it more likely that people would listen to
him speak, or to make it more likely that they would
remember his stories – even if they did not yet understand
why he had told them. These are some of the same ideas
that go along with Jesus’ use of familiar images about
farming, etc., common jokes are very familiar and often
exist in multiple forms, with the expectation of how the
joke normally goes sometimes helping in the humor.)
Perhaps some of your students can bring up words or
actions of Jesus where they find humor – as with how his
disciples didn’t get his repeated teaching, including
teaching about his own death, or how he would turn the
pretensions of some of his opponents against them. You
might note for them that these very themes can be seen in
our text.
As the Life Need in the lesson asks, you can then ask the
students if they ever actually imagine Jesus laughing as
they read what he said.
Option Two:
Begin class with this joke (you might want to practice it
first):
A competitor in a cross-country race through hilly
territory stepped on a bottle while on a short cut and
released a genie. “You get three wishes now”, the genie
declared. “I am so tired of these blisters: I wish all my
blisters to go away right now.” Instantly, they were gone.
The runner, quite pleased with this, continued the
competition. A while later the next steep rise came
along. “I am so tired of this uneven course: I wish to
have a straight path for myself from here to the finish
line.” Instantly, the runner was on a straight path. Time
passed, and the runner got to thinking about the lengthy
course, the prize winnings, and being finished with the
run, and finally said “I am so tired of running: I wish to
be done right now and get to rest.” In a moment the
runner is at home, tucked in bed. The genie says “I think
you’ve made the right choice. With your attitude about
difficulties you couldn’t expect to win the thing
anyway.”
Ask students to list some things that make jokes funny –
not necessarily the joke which was just given. (Perhaps
plays on words, or misunderstanding, or justice / come
uppance, or playing off of expectations, or breaking a
pattern.) Point out that a lot of humor depends on context,
tone, and pacing – which are easily lost by translating a
document into a different language and reading it in a
different culture. Though the Gospels never refer to Jesus
laughing, we can figure that a sense of humor was included
in his character. Maybe Jesus’ kind of “joke” would count

more as satire than straight comedy, but is it likely that he
didn’t use jokes (and spoke lines like “easier to pass
through the eye of a needle” with no trace of humor?).
Then ask about whether our expectations about theology
prevent us from seeing humor in the parable of Lazarus and
the Rich Man. Ask: “If a pastor used the previous joke in a
sermon would anyone assume that pastor believed in
genies?” When they have discussed that some, ask if they
consider it possible that Jews of the first century who didn’t
believe in a conscious afterlife would be able to tell jokes
that presupposed such an afterlife, to make a point.
Bible Learning
A few thoughts on the text:
The parable probably stands out to us for being used in
support of beliefs about the future which we realize the
Bible does not present. But it is also the only parable of
Jesus to name any of its characters, and it does so for two.
It may be that Abraham has been named to reveal that
the wealthy man is Jewish, and to let the supposed advocate
of the Pharisees shoot down their aspirations. Few of Jesus’
parables refer to the beliefs of their characters, and it may
be that his audience did not assume he was talking
specifically about Jewish characters. They might have
pictured a cruel Gentile in the early part of the story (he
could even be using a “traditional” joke style, built on the
future of rich Romans, perhaps – not that I have evidence
showing such jokes at that time).
Meanwhile the name Lazarus is interestingly ambiguous.
It translates the Greek form of the name Eliezer, which has
been translated “my God is helper”. The Old Testament has
several people named Eliezer. One was a servant of
Abraham (Gen. 15:2) who specifically did not inherit from
Abraham since Isaac was born. Another was a son of Moses
(Exod. 18:3). Another was priest in David’s time. So is the
“Lazarus” in the parable Jewish? Is the parable about two
children of the covenant, one of whom obeyed it, or is it
elevating a Gentile to salvation while a Jewish man failed
for lack of compassion (and, in effect, a failure to be careful
to recognize God’s plans for him)? Or is the name chosen
for its meaning, saying that God helped Lazarus though the
rich man did not?
Bible Application
The lesson assumes that compassion was important for
this parable. Some authors place more emphasis on greed
with connection to the parable. Ask your students whether
they think it is legitimate to treat this text as about
compassion, as shown in a lack of compassion for Lazarus.
If they do, ask them if they think there are other areas in
which compassion is to be shown. Try to get 10 listed, at
least. (Note: one of these might be the willingness to share
our knowledge of the gospel freely with those who are in a

poverty of this knowledge. The implications for this in
discussion can be quite extensive.)
Life Response
It is unlikely for most classes that a student will be
convicted of sin and choose to address that in class.
Knowing that, here are some Questions for Discussion
which can be used if you wish in the closing of your lesson
time.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus could use humor in his teaching.
2. We should not be so caught up in what others mistakenly
believe a text is about that we lose track of its actual
meaning.
3. We should evaluate if we are ignoring some of what we
know we should be doing, whether showing compassion
or something else.
Questions for Discussion:
1. How much importance do you think Jesus puts on us
being compassionate?

Lesson 11 August 11, 2013
“The Kingdom is within you”
Luke 17:1-37
Key Thought: In romantic literature the heart and mind are
set against each other, however in Scripture we do not find
this juxtaposition. The inner man is made up of both our
thoughts and emotions. It is the combination of faith and
obedience.
Lesson Aim
To Know: Jesus taught his disciples to forgive.
To Respond: forgive those who sin against us.
Life Need
Read the Introduction and use question 1 from the
Questions for Discussion.
Bible Learning
Use the comments in the Bible Application to discuss the
Lesson Text.
Bible Application
Use questions 2-4 in the Questions for Discussion.

2. Can you point to any experiences when you have greatly
regretted your choices but found it hard to make changes
because you also liked how your life was?
3. The rich man understood enough to desire the benefits of
seeking God, but he never did seek God, and did not
even express repentance in “hades”. What message do
you think he really wanted his five brothers to get?
(Maybe not for them to be advised to seek God’s will
and take up compassion. Maybe he hasn’t thought it
through, but perhaps what he desires for them is to
broaden their perspective and take up a longer term
investment in pleasure, not reveling in their wealth as
much in the short term, but expecting even more later.)
4. Is there much risk of people desiring the rewards of the
Kingdom and therefore gathering at worship times, but
never really being worshipful because they don’t wish to
accept God’s Spirit of holiness, but only want the
rewards?
5. How important is it to you that there will be pleasure in
the Kingdom, compared to how important that was to
you at earlier points in your Christian walk? When you
think of the pleasures of the Kingdom, what kinds of
pleasures are you considering?

Life Response
Read the Life Response. Ask, “How does forgiving others
demonstrate the Kingdom of God?”
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus taught his disciples to forgive.
2. The kingdom of God is within when we live out
kingdom teachings.
Questions for Discussion
1. If our king was rejected by the world, what sort of
treatment can we expect as loyal followers?
2. Compare mercy and forgiveness. How may not forgiving
be an offense?
3. Thinking about the common phrase “forgive and forget”,
is this more possible if we employ the three points from
the lesson (God will not bring it up again to us; God will
not bring it up again with others; God will not dwell on
it Himself)?
4. How would you explain the difference between faith and
obedience?

Lesson 12
August 18, 2013
The Pharisee and the Publican
Luke 18:9-14
Lesson Aim
To Know: Spiritual pride is a common but dangerous sin in
the lives of many. Jesus wants us to cultivate humility and
recognize our failure to attain to God’s perfect standard of
righteousness.
To Respond: We must cease to compare ourselves with
others, rather comparing ourselves with Jesus, allowing him
to be our standard of righteous behavior. This will lead to us
being more humble.
Life Need - Introduction
If you have access to a chalk/marker board write a list of
sins for the class the help you rank in order of severity, with
1 being a very mild sin and 10 being as serious as it gets.
Possible sins to include: speeding, gossip, theft, physical
assault, rape, murder, child abuse, lying, adultery, sleeping
in on Sunday morning instead of going to church – feel free
to add others to the mix. (Note: some might point out that to
God all sin is sin. This is true, but we are trying to get at
people’s perceptions about sins.)
After the class has attempted to rank the sins, ask where
they would put “pride” on the list. Discuss how serious they
think pride is, and why.
Bible Learning
Consider the follow questions as a class:
“Why do you think Jesus often seemed to go easier on the
‘sinners’ and offer his most scathing rebukes for the
‘righteous’ people?”
“Why do you think the Pharisee was ‘confident in his
righteousness’?”
“To whom was the Pharisee comparing himself with regard

to his righteousness?”
“Does God ‘grade on a curve’?”
“What can Peter’s experience teach us about the danger of
pride?”
“What did the publican know about sin that the Pharisee did
not?”
Bible Application
Consider the follow questions as a class:
“What can Christians learn from members of AA about
confession?”
“Why do you think it’s so difficult for Church members
to admit that they actually sin?”
“What is it about the system in most churches that
makes admitting our sinfulness so difficult / threatening /
dangerous?”
“What’s your reaction to the quote about God being
closer to sinners than saints?” (Be honest.)
Life Response
Ask the class to discuss: “What is the danger of living
out of the False Self?”
“Is it more important for you to appear to be righteous
or for you to be righteous?”
“Who are you?”
Truths to Emphasize
1.We should compare ourselves to Christ, not to others.
2.Our desire to appear righteous often keeps us from
achieving the humility needed to actually become
righteous.
3.Pride is a deadly sin that keeps us from experiencing
God’s grace and it chases people away from the Church.
We need to crucify it.

Lesson 13 August 25, 2013
Jesus at Zaccheus’ House
Luke 19:1-27
Lesson Aim
To Know: Jesus came to seek and to save the lost
To Respond: Love those who don’t know Jesus
Life Need
Two sets of options are given here, the first depends only on
the quarterly lesson, the second focuses mostly on Jesus
and Zaccheus.
Option 1
Read the Introduction. Ask, “What mistaken idea of the
disciples does Jesus need to correct?”
Option 2
There’s an old saying, You’ll attract more flies with sugar
than with vinegar. Ask your class to describe times when a
positive attitude from a leader or a teacher has encouraged
them to respond well.
Bible Learning
Option 1
Use the Bible Learning to discuss the Lesson Text.
Option 2
Read Luke 19:1-10. Ask, “How would you characterize
Zaccheus in this story? How did he demonstrate humility?”
Ask, “How would you characterize Jesus in this story?
In what ways did he show Zaccheus that he cared for him?”
A fun thing to do would be to have your class sing the
Zaccheus chorus, doing the motions. Stop them at the point
where Jesus says, “Zaccheus, you come down.” Most
likely, following the motions, they will have Jesus scolding
Zaccheus like a mother scolds her child for climbing a tree.
Ask, “Do you think that Jesus was scolding Zaccheus? How
might Jesus have motioned when he asked Zaccheus to
come down?” Then have your class sing the chorus again,
using a smiling face and open arms when Jesus tells
Zaccheus to come down.
Ask, “How did Zaccheus demonstrate genuine
repentance in this story? How did Jesus respond?”
Bible Application
Option 1
Read and discuss the Bible Application.
Option 2
Inform your class that Luke 19:10 has been described as

the theme of the book of Luke. Ask, “How does our story
demonstrate that Jesus came to seek and to save the lost?”
Ask, “How did the accepting attitude of Jesus and the
humility of Zaccheus work together for good in this story?”
Reference the rest of the Lesson Text, the Parable of the
Minas. Ask, “How would you relate the statement that Jesus
came to seek and to save the lost to the point of the parable,
i.e., that Jesus expects us to use what he has given us to
produce more?”
Life Response
Option 1
Discuss the Questions for Discussion.
Option 2
Tell your class that these questions will approach the
story from two perspectives.
First, ask, “Do you see Jesus calling to you with his
finger pointing like he is scolding you, or do you see him
standing before you with arms wide open?”
Second, ask, “How can we invite people to meet a Jesus
with arms wide open rather than one who has a
disapproving look?”
Ask, “Who can you reach out to in the way that Jesus
reached out to Zaccheus?”
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.
2. The kingdom was not going to come immediately.
3. The master expects his servants to use what he gives
them to produce more.
Questions for Discussion
1. From examining Zaccheus’ decisions what do you see
that showed his righteous life of loving God and loving
his neighbor as himself?
2. How far are we willing to go so our actions will show
the Gospel of God to others?
3. How are we to judge the faithful and unfaithful servant
(include 1 Corinthians 3:1-23; 4:1-5)?
4. What other examples of faithful teachers of the Gospel
can you cite (include today’s faithful whom you know)?
5. How can you expand on Israel’s relationship to God
today, even while they reject Jesus (Romans 9, 11)? In
what ways should Christians support Israel?
6. What other Scriptures establish the message of the
restoration of Israel as part of the Gospel God spoke to
Abraham (Gal. 3:8)?
7. What is the importance of the two-fold Gospel message:
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ
(Acts 8:5, 12; 1 Peter 1:3-12)?

