
Adult Quarterly Teacher’s 
Guide 
Spring Quarter
Introduction

2 Corinthians is the sequel to 1 
Corinthians but doesn’t seem to be as 
well known. Many are familiar with 
chapters three, five and nine about 
spiritual transformation, the new creation 
and giving, but we might get lost in the 
defense arguments that appear throughout 
the letter.

Yet we can learn from these arguments. 
As Paul defends his apostleship we see 
his understanding of apostolic ministry 
which in turn shows what he expects 
happens when churches are established. 
Keep an eye out for these insights as we 
work through this letter. 

Another bit of background is to think 
about all the letters that Paul wrote to 
Corinth. Lesson 10 addresses the multiple 
letters that were sent. You might find it 
profitable to read that now in order to be 
aware of the background issues that are 
evident throughout the letter.

We’ve put specific notes at the end of 
some individual lesson guides regarding preparation for the next week’s lesson but it’s always helpful for the teacher to be 
looking ahead. A little work ahead of time will always pay big dividends when it comes to lesson discussion and application.

Lesson 1       March 3, 2013
Four Tires
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 1:1-24

Introduction
 NOTE: Consider the following options to be simply that. 
Make use of your own resources as well (personal 
experience, libraries, websites, your own creativity, divine 
inspiration, prayers for vision and grace). Follow your own 
spiritual instincts, empathize with the unique needs of your 
class, and remember to monitor your own growth through it 
all.

LEADER DISCOVERY
(a) Search YouTube for these music videos: “The Hurt and 
the Healer” by MercyMe and/or “Healing Hand of God” by 

Jeremy Camp. If necessary do a search for their lyrics. 
(b) Go to blueletterbible.org and do a word study on the 
lesson text. Especially note Strong’s meanings for the 
words “comfort” (NIV) in verse 3ff, and “distressed; patient  
endurance” (NIV) in verse 6. How do those words enhance 
the beautiful truth of today’s text?
(c) Look back on your life experiences and determine if 
some of your memories can help you better lead today’s 
discussion.

Lesson Background
Option one: If you have a recording (audio, video, 
PowerPoint, etc.) of “The Hurt and the Healer”, by 
MercyMe, share it with the class. Say: “Think of some 
recent events, either personal or on a wider scale, that the 
words of this song might help to heal.”
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After discussing, read through the Lesson Background 
together.
Option two: Read the Lesson Background and ask the You 
Truth questions for each section.
Option three: Ask: “What old hymns or contemporary 
songs have brought you peace of mind through troubled 
times? What about these songs do you find healing?” Read 
Zephaniah 3:17. Ask: “Can you imagine God singing over 
you while you’re singing? Do you find the image of God 
singing encouragement over you along with you heartening 
in and of itself?” (You can also have songbooks or printed 
lyrics at hand so the class can sing a favorite song of 
comfort. In a brief prayer, invite God to sing along with 
you.)
 Read through the Lesson Background. 

Bible Learning
Option one. Read the text in its entirety (comparing various 
Bible versions, if you like) and answer any or all of the You 
Truth questions in the Bible Learning along the way.
Option two: Read through the text and Bible Learning. If 
you have the capability, make a montage of photos showing 
people with a variety of facial expressions – joyful, sad, 
afraid, etc. (these can come from any number of sources 
and be presented in any number of ways). Ask: “Overall, do 
you think the morale of the world right now is inflated or 
deflated? Are people inspired or just plain tired? Why? 
How do you feel yourself? Where do you find the strength 
to make it through this maze of chaos?”
Option three: Read the text. Ask: “Do you think you could 
have endured what Paul endured for the faith? Why or why 
not? Has there ever been a time in your life when you 
doubted your strength and will to face and survive a 
situation, and yet found a way to overcome?” After people 
share, pause and pray for one another’s current struggles.

Bible Application
Option one: Read the Bible Application. Ask: “What is the 
most brokenhearted you’ve ever felt for someone?”
Option two: Read the Bible Application. Ask: “Are you 
inspired by creation? In what ways does experiencing 
God’s creative touch in nature help you cope?” (NOTE: 
You can be creative here, perhaps show some beautiful 
nature scenes of springtime, which is upcoming, and tying 
them in with Resurrection Sunday, new life, etc.)
Option three: Based on the idea that “a picture is worth a 
thousand words”, have your classmates describe what 
“peace” looks like to them.

Life Response
Option one: Go through the Questions for Discussion 
together.
Option two:  Take time at the end for the class to silently 
pray for the strength to comfort others in the ways we have 
been comforted by God through Christ.
Option three: Choose a word which you think is 
appropriate for this lesson, and tell the class members you 
want them to hold that word in their hearts this week. Have 
them repeat the word often and take note of any situations 
arising through the week when this word finds special 
meaning. You can write the word on pieces of paper for 
each class member, or simply share it verbally. Possible 
words include: concern, comfort, compassion, peace, love. 
Share with the class why you chose this particular word for 
this lesson.

Truths to Emphasize
1. God is the Father of compassion and comfort, always 

there to love His children as they have need.
2. Believing in the resurrection of Jesus helps us find 

comfort even in the face of death.
3.God’s comfort is often realized in this world through 

other caring and sharing individuals who have 
experienced challenges similar to one’s own.

Questions for Discussion
1. What are some things that we humans fear in this life? 

How does God help us to deal with each fear?
2. What do you suppose kept Paul from getting 

discouraged by his ministry to the Corinthian church? 
Can disunity within a church be a form of suffering? 
Why? What brings comfort in such situations?

3. How do you reply when a person blames God for the 
suffering in this world? Have you ever doubted God 
during troubling times? Share your experience.

Note: The author suggests that 
before using lesson two you 

review Acts 18, and 1 Corinthians, 
especially the first six chapters, 

and the Fall 2012 quarterly lessons 
on 1 Corinthians 4-6.



Lesson 2      March 10, 2013
Not Outwitted
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 1:23–2:13

To Know: We should not be tricked into holding past sin 
against the truly repentant.
To Respond: By seeking to make the body of Christ both 
holy and inviting.
Life Need
 This lesson involves the aftermath of harm being done 
through sin in the church. Happily the situation had been 
resolved with the repentance of the sinner, and now Paul 
was advising that the sinner be accepted as again being a 
full partner in the body of Christ. But the issues behind this 
text may be awkward or painful to discuss in specifics. 
Likely this is not a lesson for asking if people have insights 
to offer from personal experience.
 To begin you might briefly lay out the situation the text 
builds on, perhaps drawing from material used in the Fall 
2012 quarterly.
 Or you could present the situation in hypothetical terms 
(if it will not be too painful from the class’s awareness of 
situations where people have not repented), getting at what 
kind of joy results from the repentance of a sinner – but 
then addressing how different people’s attitudes could be if 
the sinner at issue had previously been thought of as a 
believer who should never have been in that position.

Bible Learning
 As you read the section you might keep track of some of 
the ideas in Paul’s flow of thought by writing them on a 
board – words like “forgiveness”, “grace”, “reaffirm love”. 
Note that Paul desired the believers to emphasize proper 
behavior and that love and forgiveness are aspects of that 
behavior. To veer into any one area with the others is an 
error we can attribute to being deceived. Paul transitions 
from discussing these internal problems into discussing the 
spread of God’s word.

Bible Application
Use Questions for Discussion 1-5. Consider what you 

can and will do as individuals and in the body of Christ to 
present the image Paul called for and expected.

Life Response
 Having helped your class work through some of the 
implications of this lesson, give students a time to offer 
their own thoughts on ways they would like to commit 
themselves – changes to make in their conduct, or strengths 
to reaffirm, or words that need to be spoken.

Truths to Emphasize
1.We need to be conscious of our own feelings in response 

to others’ sins.
2.We need to seek to feel and act upon Jesus’s responses to 

sin, and to repentance.
3.We exist as the body of Christ not simply to be strong in 

ourselves, but to bring the effects of that strength 
usefully to bear on others in the world.

Questions for Discussion
1. Consider how longsuffering and bearing others’ burdens 

relate to comforting and forgiving as described above 
(see Gal. 5:22–6:10).

2. List the “devices” of Satan and how he works (you 
might consider 1 Peter 5:8; Matthew 4:1-11; Hebrews 
2:14; Ephesians 6:11-12; and 2 Corinthians 11:12-15).

3. What are your church’s plans for proclaiming God’s 
word, telling His message outside of the building where 
you meet?

4. How do you support teachers / evangelists who give 
their time to travel?

5. What is the message that Paul preached? What was “the 
gospel of Christ” which Paul preached at Corinth and 
throughout Macedonia (Acts 16-19)?

Lesson 3              March 17, 2013
With Sincerity
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 2:14–3:6

Life Need – Introduction
 Ask the class in what ways they have applied for jobs 
(perhaps filling out job applications, submitting resumes, 
requesting letters of recommendation or commendation, 
personal recommendation by word of mouth, etc). Ask 
which method(s) proved most effective and why.
 Ask: “Would you ever write a letter of recommendation 
for a friend? Why or why not?”
 Tell the class that in our lesson Paul is challenged to 
offer the Corinthian church a letter of commendation, 
justifying continuing his ministry among them. We can 
learn much about the importance of our Christian character 

and authentic gospel ministry as it affects people’s lives by 
seeing how Paul responded to this challenge.

Bible Learning
 Ask the class if they can describe who the Judaizers 
were (in preparation look them up in a Bible commentary 
so you can help the class understand). For Bible references 
on this Acts 15:1, 5 is a good place to begin. Ask: “Why 
would the teachings of the Judaizers present a devastating 
problem if the Corinthians yielded to their teachings?”
 Tell the class about the Roman practice of triumphal 
entrances, when a victorious general entered Rome with 
their spoils of war. Help the class to understand how Paul 
uses this illustration to portray the victory that is achieved 
by the gospel message. Ask: “What does Paul mean when 
he asks, ‘who is adequate for these things’?”



 Ask: “What does Paul mean when he introduces the 
Judaizers as ‘peddlers’? How is Paul’s preaching different 
than that of the Judaizers?”
 Ask: “It seems that Paul has been challenged to produce 
a letter of commendation – why would that be? What does 
he choose to produce it its place and why?”
 Ask: “When Paul says God made him adequate as a 
servant of the new covenant, what is this adequacy he is 
talking about and how does it help Paul in the work he 
does?”
 Ask: “What does Paul mean by saying in the last verse 
of the lesson text that the letter kills but the Spirit brings 
life?” (That leads directly into next week’s lesson.)

Bible Application
 Summarize the three main points Paul presents in our 
lesson text.
 Ask: “How does Paul’s image of a human body 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-21) help us see how we can 
individually contribute to the work of helping people learn 
and have opportunity to respond to the good news 
message?”

Life Response
 Summarize the second paragraph for the class. Using 
that paragraph, challenge them to list things that must be 
done in the church to help maintain a vitally functioning 
body able to promote the good news message to those who 

need to hear it and be provided opportunity to respond to it. 
They should be able to list a number of things everyone can 
engage in to contribute to the overall work of the church. 
Ask them each to consider what they are willing to do to 
participate in this work.

Truths to Emphasize
1. God alone provided the means, the method and the 

message to grant salvation to believers.
2. God's message is able to change lives and grant new life, 

a new spiritual beginning to believers.
3. God made preaching and teaching the primary means to 

communicate His good news message.
4. Not all can be teachers or preachers but all believers can 

in some way contribute to the work of the church.

Questions for Discussion
1. What have been some effective ways in which you have 

applied for a new job?
2. How does Paul respond to the Corinthians about what he 

considers to be his letter of commendation?
3. How does Paul’s image of a human body 

(1 Cor. 12:12-21) help us see how we individually can 
contribute to the work of helping people learn and have 
opportunity to respond to the good news message?

4. What can you do in service in the church to help the 
church achieve its appointed work to disciple believers?

Lesson 4 March 24, 2013
Transformation from Glory to Glory
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 3:7–4:6

Lesson Aim - Take advantage of God’s grace and strive to 
live in harmony with His ways, without fear of failure at 
points along the way.
To Know: God has released us from the penalty of sin 
imposed by the Law.
To Respond: strive to take the life of Jesus as the example 
to follow.

Life Need – Introduction
 Read the class 2 Corinthians 3:6, and tell them that the 
phrase “the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” summarizes 
the first part of our lesson text. Moses introduced God’s 
written Law and Jesus established the New Covenant in his 
blood. Ask class members to each turn to a neighbor and 
discuss this question: “What is it about the letter of the Law 
that kills compared to the life-giving nature of the New 
Covenant?” After a couple of minutes ask someone to share 
a response to that. Tell the class that the moral quality of 
God’s Law will stand forever. The New Covenant, which 
was established when Jesus died on the cross, removes our 
sins, and reconciles us with God’s holiness. It makes us free 

to continue to try to live faithfully to God’s moral Law 
without the condemnation which follows failure to do so. In 
our lesson Paul shows us how much better and greater in 
glory the New Covenant is compared to the Law.

Bible Learning
 Have the class examine Paul’s contrast and comparison 
of the two covenants. Use the following thoughts.
 “Why does Paul use the phrases ‘letters engraved on 
stones’ and ‘the ministry of condemnation’ to refer to the 
Old Covenant? Why does he call it ‘the ministry of 
condemnation’?”
 “In contrast Paul says in the New Covenant ‘God has 
shone in our hearts’, and calls it ‘the ministry of 
righteousness’ – why did Paul use these phrases?”
 “Paul refers to ‘glory’ with both covenants; how do these 
uses of the word differ? Why does Paul point out this 
difference?”
 “What did Paul say the veil of Moses represents?”
 “In 3:15 what location does Paul say the veil resides 
over, and what does that mean? Paul also says Moses’s veil 
represents blindness (4:4) – what kind of blindness? How 
can the veil be removed from this location and what does it 
mean to remove this veil?”
 



“Paul introduces three new phrases in 3:17: ‘the Lord is the 
Spirit,’ ‘the spirit of the Lord,’ and ‘there is liberty’. What 
does each phrase mean?
 In 3:18 what different sense does ‘glory’ have?
 What does 2 Corinthians 4:6 mean?

Bible Application
 Why must we understand the way Yahweh God and His 
Son Jesus live their lives in order to find fulfillment in the 
spiritual life God promises us?

Life Response
 Ask: “Knowing where we stand in relation to God, what 
will you do to begin looking into the mirror that reflects the 
glory of God? How will you go about making God’s image 
your own from glory to glory?”
 Tell the class this is the true life every believer is 
challenged to live in this age. This is not a burdensome life 
but a liberating, burden-freeing life. Then ask: “How would 
you explain this idea to an unbeliever?”

Truths to Emphasize
1. Until we acknowledge the reconciling work of Jesus 

there remains a veil over our understanding, hindering 
our ability to truly live the spiritual life God intended.

2. God’s moral nature and the character of Jesus are our 
examples to follow.

3. We are challenged to improve our spiritual lives from 
glory to glory, incrementally becoming more and more 
like Yahweh God and His Son Jesus.

Questions for Discussion
1. What is it about the letter of the Law that kills, compared 

to the life-giving nature of the New Covenant?
2. Why does Paul use the phrases “letters engraved on 

stones” and “the ministry of condemnation” to refer to 
the Old Covenant? Why does he call it “the ministry of 
condemnation”?

3. What does Paul mean when he says that in the New 
Covenant “God has shone in our hearts” and calls it “the 
ministry of righteousness”?

4. Why must we understand the way Yahweh God and His 
Son Jesus live their lives in order to find fulfillment in 
the spiritual life God promises us?

5. Knowing where we stand in relation to God, what will 
you do to begin looking into the mirror that reflects the 
glory of God? And how will you go about making God’s 
image your own from glory to glory?

Lesson 5   March 31, 2013
Looking for What is Unseen
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 4:6–5:10

Lesson Aim
To Know: that the future resurrection is our hope.
To Respond: by allowing this reality to shape our thinking 
and beliefs and to use it as motivation for positive Christian 
living.

Life Need
Consider the following questions with your class:
1. Do most people (regardless of their view on an afterlife) 

consider death to be a good thing or a bad thing?
2. Do we think of death as something good, bad, or a 

combination of both?
3. Should the Christian answer to that question be different 

than that of nonbelievers?

Bible Learning
Consider the following questions with your class:
1. Can we follow the argument that Paul is slowly 

developing?
2. What is the relevance of Paul’s previous comments about 

the resurrection to this church in 1 Corinthians 15:50-53?
3. How do other Christians use 2 Corinthians 5:8 to further 

their theological aims?

Note: Be aware that the NRSV has different textual choices 
and that the NIV is particularly bad in Paul’s letters when 
compared to the Greek. 

Bible Application
Consider the following questions with your class: 
Can we consider emulating the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus, even at a metaphoric or poetic level? 
Is this something you can see in Paul’s other writings (such 
as Galatians or Philippians)?

Is it difficult to admit that we will be judged by our works? 
How do people deal with this truth in regards to their faith/
belief (or do they ignore it)?

Do we see the commission to preach the gospel as a 
privilege or a burden? 

Life Response
Consider the following issues with your class:
1. It is extremely important to follow Paul’s arguments 

closely, line by line.
2. Even if it can be easy to get defensive about what a 

passage does not mean we need to be comfortable 
speaking about what it does indeed say.



Truths to Emphasize 
1. The resurrection is a strong and faithful hope.
2. We are mere vessels for God to work through us.
3. Our works will be taken into account on the day of 

judgment, both the good ones and the bad ones.

Questions for Discussion
1. It is common for believers of our persuasion to argue 

that 2 Corinthians 5:8 does not mean what most report it 
to mean, about being absent from the body and thus 
present as a disembodied soul in the heavenly presence 
of Jesus. Instead of arguing what this passage does not 
mean, can we reasonably articulate to others what it 

instead does mean? Are there parts of the passage that 
seem difficult to understand?

2. Some translations make textual variant choices that 
obscure the meaning of this difficult passage. If someone 
in the group has a NRSV, have them read 2 Corinthians 
5:3 and compare it with other translations. What is the 
difference and why is it significant? (It is the opinion of 
this author that the NASB chose the better textual 
variant based on critical choices.)

3. Why is it significant for believers to hold strongly to 
Paul’s desire to “not want to be unclothed, but clothed”?

4. Are we comfortable admitting to ourselves that we will 
indeed be judged according to our Christian works, as 
5:10 indicates?

Lesson 6 April 7, 2013
No Longer Live For Self
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 5:11-21

Lesson Aim: Urge the believer to take seriously the impact 
and affects of the judgment seat of Christ on one’s 
relationship to God.

To Know: that God expects our gratitude for reconciling us 
to Himself.
To Respond: by showing our gratitude to Him in the things 
we do to please Him.

Life Need – Introduction
 Have the introduction paragraph read in class and then 
ask the class “what thoughts does this paragraph arouse 
within you?”
 Tell the class that God’s work of reconciliation becomes 
rather bland if no one sees a reason to express their 
gratitude to Him for what He accomplished in reconciling 
the world to Himself. Our lesson today elaborates on this 
idea.

Bible Learning
 You can use any or all of these comments in discussing 
this section:
 Why does Paul mention “knowing the fear of the Lord”? 
How does the fear of the Lord relate with the reconciling 
work of God?
 When Paul says, “we persuade” to what is he referring? 
Why is persuasion needed?
 Then what does Paul mean when he says, “we are made 
manifest to God”? Why might this refer back to the 
judgment mentioned in verse 10?
 When Paul says that as a kind of motivation “the love of 
Christ controls us” what does he mean by being controlled? 

Why is this important for us to understand in our 
relationship with Jesus?
 Read 5:14-15, where Paul succinctly states the 
reconciling work of Jesus. Why is the phrase “they who live 
might no longer live for themselves, but for him who died 
and rose again on their behalf” so important to God in His 
overall plan of reconciliation?
 What does it mean to know someone “in the flesh” as 
Paul uses the phrase?
 What does verse 17 say to you regarding what has 
happened as you have become reconciled to God? Review 
verses 18-21 to help you support your answer.

Bible Application
 Jesus served God by doing what God commanded him to 
do including dying on the cross. Paul served God by 
submitting to Jesus as his Lord, his master (John 15:13 best 
stated the essence of this kind of servanthood). Paul used 
another expression to state his position in relation to the 
Christ, calling himself and his fellow workers 
“ambassadors for Christ”. What does this mean? In what 
way can that phrase be applied to all believers? Why must 
we see ourselves as servants of God and ambassadors for 
Christ?

Life Response
 Why does this view of being servants and ambassadors 
change the way we must relate to God? Is God satisfied 
with a “couch potato” Christian? Why or why not?
 What is a believer to do to improve his relationship with 
God?
 How do you believe God will feel about recompensing a 
“couch potato” Christian?
 How does your view of your relationship with God stack 
up in relation to how you now see your future stand at the 
judgment seat of Christ?



 What do you plan to do differently now to improve your 
relationship with God?

Truths to Emphasize
1. Our salvation from sin could only be paid for by Jesus’ 
sacrificial death on the cross.
2. We serve God in gratitude for the service of salvation He 
has rendered for us.
3. We can expect future rewards comparable to the service 
and behavior we render in this life.

Questions for Discussion
1. What kind of thoughts does the Introduction arouse 

within you?
2. Why is the idea that “they who live might no longer live 

for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on 
their behalf” so important to God in His overall plan of 
reconciliation?

3. Why must we see ourselves as servants of God and 
ambassadors for Christ?

4. What is a believer to do to improve his relationship with 
God?

Lesson 7      April 14, 2013
Perfecting Holiness
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 6:1–7:1

Life Need
 The Life Need emphasizes the relationship between God 
and the church. Ask your students to state some ways they 
have interacted with God. Have they ever been in a 
relationship with God as a disobedient child? Is that aspect 
of the metaphor helpful or unhelpful to them?
Bible Learning
 Work through the section, using the suggestions for 
discussion from the end of the lesson.

Bible Application
 For a quick overview of the Bible Learning, read aloud 
just the headings of the sections:
“fellow workers, we give no offense, as servants of God, be 
open, be not unequally yoked – the Temple of God, ‘come 
out and be separate; you are My sons and daughters’, 
cleanse ourselves, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”
 Having read that aloud, ask your students whether from 
this quick recitation of themes any part stood out to them as 
more important personally, or as something they find more 
difficult to follow through with.
 Discuss how people feel about this text and what 
applications they see for it in their lives. In particular 
consider the Golden Text: “let us purify ourselves from 

everything that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting 
holiness out of reverence for God” (7:1). Perhaps write a 
list of 20 things which might contaminate body and spirit, 
and spend some time discussing how removing each of 
them would aid in “perfecting holiness”. Or perhaps use the 
fruit of the spirit from Galatians 5:22-23 to consider these 
issues – replacing what contaminates with good things.

Life Response
 Ask each of your students to pick one thing, an impurity 
to remove or a fruit to emphasize, which can be worked on 
this week. Make plans to ask next week how things have 
gone with that choice.

Suggestions for Discussion:
 For background, review how the Old Testament prophets 
worked with God (e.g. Noah in Genesis 6ff; the call of 
Moses in Exodus 3-6; the calls of Isaiah and Jeremiah in the 
early chapters of their books).
 Review how Jesus relied on God to do the work of his 
father/Father (e.g. John 5).
 Discuss whether God expects the ultimate perfection, a 
sinless life (1 John  1-2).
 Discuss the relationship of faith and works (you could 
look at Ephesians 2 and James 2).



Lesson 8      April 21, 2013
Joy In Troubles
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 7:2-16 (NIV)

Lesson Aim
To Know: True lasting joy only comes when we do what is 
right.
To Respond: Identify personal changes that must be made 
to do right, and commit to God and self to make them.
Life Need – Introduction
 Share this quote with your class: “The truth that many 
people never understand, until it is too late, is that the more you 
try to avoid suffering the more you suffer because smaller and 
more insignificant things begin to torture you in proportion to 
your fear of being hurt” – Thomas Merton. Ask: “Why do you 
think we as a society seem to be addicted to avoiding suffering at 
all costs?” Ask: “How does Thomas Merton’s statement impact 
you?” Ask: “Have you experienced suffering as a result of your 
service to God?”
 Use Question for Discussion one.

Bible Learning
 Use Questions for Discussion 2-4.
 You might wish to compare/contrast Judas’ sorrow at 
betraying Jesus and Peter’s sorrow at denying Jesus.  Note 
their very different responses and the different outcomes. 
Ask: “What can we learn from this as it relates to 
repentance and change in our lives?”
Bible Application
 Paul confronted sin directly and called people to 
repentance.  What obstacles prevent us from exercising 
such boldness in confronting sin?
 Use Questions for Discussion 5-6.
Life Response
 Use Question for Discussion 7.

 Describe for your class the Stages of Change Model 
(developed by James Prochaska and Carlo DiClemente 
based on their observations). It has six predictable stages 
people go through when trying to change a habit (like 
reducing smoking, eating, or use of alcohol): Pre-
contemplation, Contemplation, Preparation, Action, 
Maintenance, Relapse. (For more information see http://
www.cellinteractive.com/ucla/physcian_ed/
stages_change.html )

 Encourage class members to identify areas where their 
thinking/acting needs to change to equip them to experience 
“boundless joy”. Talk them through what the normal stages 
of change would involve.

Truths to Emphasize
1. If we are serving Christ faithfully we will experience 

trials and suffering.
2. If we make it one of our primary goals to avoid suffering 

this will yield negative results.
3. We can learn to experience true joy even in the midst of 

great difficult.
4. We need to make changes in our thinking/behavior that 

will facilitate experiencing joy in the midst of sorrows.

Questions for Discussion
1. What challenges in ministry have you seen or 

experienced that might cause anxiety, discouragement, 
depression or despair?

2. Which of the four kinds of troubles Paul mentioned do 
you find the most difficult to deal with: “no rest”, 
“harassed at every turn”, “conflicts on the outside”, or 
“fears within”? Why is that?

3. When have you experienced “superabundant joy” 
despite difficult circumstances? What enabled you to 
transcend your experience?

4. In your own words, what is the difference between 
worldly sorrow and godly sorrow? Why does this matter 
so much?

5. Doctors sometimes facilitate physical healing by 
inflicting pain. Counselors and therapists often address 
painful issues in the past to facilitate emotional healing. 
Under what circumstances would it be appropriate for 
pastors and others in Christian leadership to, like Paul, 
inflict spiritual pain to facilitate spiritual healing (godly 
repentance)?

6. In what ways is “the enemy” us when it comes to how 
we deal with troubles in our lives and the life of the 
Church?

7. What changes do you personally need to make in order 
to experience true “boundless joy”? What first steps will 
you take?

Lesson 9 April 23, 2013
Service to the Lord’s People

Key Thought: On the occasion of a special offering for the 
saints in Jerusalem, Paul gives the most comprehensive 
teaching on giving.

Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 8:1–9:15

Lesson Aim: To understand Paul’s teaching on giving with 
a cheerful heart, and how giving not only supports God’s 

mission through others but also is a confession of thanks to 
God for the blessings He gives to us.

To know: True Christian giving is a direct result and 
outflow from a believer giving oneself first to God. Paul 
explains in chapter 8 that the Macedonian church gave out 
of the most severe trial and their extreme poverty, but 
because they “gave themselves first to the Lord” it 
produced an overflowing joy which resulted in rich 
generosity in their giving. That God loves a cheerful giver 
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is paramount to understanding the kind of giving that 
pleases the Lord. 

To respond: By repenting of past failures of the heart in 
giving to support the ministries of God, which may have 
been done grudgingly or reluctantly, and begin now to first 
give oneself to God as Jesus instructed (“seek first the 
kingdom of God, and His righteousness”). By developing a 
heart in tune with God’s ways and in accordance to His 
will, one can begin to truly understand what it means to 
give out of overflowing joy that results in rich generosity in 
supporting God’s servants.

Life Need: To understand that an important discipline of 
the Christian faith is found in giving. God expects us to 
give to support His work and those He has commissioned 
and called to ministry. Paul makes it clear that “the Lord 
directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living 
from the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). The money we provide is to 
be used to equal out financial inequities. As Paul stated in 
our lesson text, we help those in need now so that some day 
they in turn can help us when we are in need. It is vital that 
we first commit ourselves to God in order that we are in 
tune with His plans to be able to understand where He is 
going. It is only then that we will know which ministries we 
should help finance, and do so willingly and with joy.

Bible Learning: Options for scriptural text: read the 
selected NIV verses provided in the student guide, or all of 
2 Corinthians 8–9 in an alternate modern translation.

You may wish to use some or all of these verses for 
reference:
Exodus 16:18 (Israelites gathering manna and quail 
provided by God)
Psalm 112:9 (he who fears the LORD has scattered abroad 
his gifts to the poor)
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 (Paul’s request to set aside 
collections for the saints)
Mark 12:33-34 (the poor widow who gave all that she had)
Proverb 22:9 (he who is generous is blessed)
Galatians 6:7, 9 (whatever you sow, you reap)
1 Corinthians 9:14 (those who proclaim the gospel should 
earn their living from the gospel)

Bible Application
 Use Questions for Discussion 1-4, which are designed to 
help the class review the various statements in the lesson 
text and discuss some ideas Paul laid out for the 
Corinthians. Help the learners understand the key principles 
of giving using the Macedonian example. Press the class to 
think about where their opportunities to give are and why it 
is important to give willingly and with joy. 

Life Response
 Use Questions for Discussion 5-8, which are designed to 
help the class look at what they can do by giving and how 

giving has been, or will be, a blessing in their life. Question 
for Discussion 7 focuses on whether a donor’s giving is 
joyful or begrudging, motivated by external influences or 
by the spirit from the heart.
 Help learners start acting on a commitment to be more 
generous givers of money, time, prayer, etc. One activity 
might be to write out a thank you note to God for 
immediate blessings from something the learner recently 
gave.
 One simple exercise is to brainstorm a list of things 
churches and charities must spend money on with their 
general funds (lights, heating, supplies, salaries, etc.) to see 
that those types of donations are just as important as special 
needs funds.
 
Truths to Emphasize
1. Develop a heart for giving willingly with joy, from the 

abundance of what one has.
2. It is a privilege to give and God loves a cheerful giver.
3. Giving not only benefits those in need but is a blessing 

to the giver as God’s kingdom is advanced.

References cited:
The New International Version Study Bible, 1985 by the 
Zondervan Corporation
Ziglar, Zig, Life Promises for Leaders, 2012 Tyndale House 
Publisher, Inc. ISBN 978-1-4143-6462-9
http://www.freemoneyfinance.com/2007/06/
what_christians.html

Questions for Discussion
1. Why does Paul use the Macedonians as an example in 

giving for the Corinthians? What principles of giving are 
important to understand?

2. Is there something I planned to do a year ago that Paul 
might need to remind me to finish?

3. Considering what the lives of the poor are like, is there 
one thing you can do to help them now?

4. Where in the world around me do I see inequality, and 
what can I do about it?

5. How do I decide what it is in my heart to give, and to 
whom? How is God’s will made known to me in the area 
of giving?

6. How does the money I give to my church, missions, 
conference, or other ministry specifically work toward 
advancing the Kingdom of God?

7. Is it more the responsibility of a ministry to create 
excitement and desire for a donor to want to give, or 
more the responsibility of a donor to give oneself to God 
in seeking His will for how and where to give? What 
steps would allow both to improve and meet in the 
middle?

8. How have you been blessed by being generous to others 
in ministry?
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Lesson 10      May 5, 2013
Paul Defends His Ministry
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 10:1-18

Lesson Aim
To Know: strongholds can be identified in our lives that are 
limiting our spiritual growth.
To Respond: by taking every thought captive.

Life Need
Read the Introduction then ask question 1 of the Questions 
for Discussion.

Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and use the Bible Learning section to 
discuss the text. Ask questions 2-7.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and ask questions 8-11.

Life Response
Read the Life Response and encourage the class to take the 
personal inventory. Emphasize the last two paragraphs 
because we don’t want our students to focus on regrets.

Truths to Emphasize
1.Strongholds are real problems that must be addressed.
2.Our thought life is important to our spiritual development.

3. God is on our side and wants us to be successful in 
following Jesus. 

Questions for Discussion
1. After reading the Lesson Background describe Paul’s 

ministry in Corinth.
2. Why would a person with authority not want to overuse 

that authority?
3. What military terms do you find in today’s text?
4. What are the names of some famous strongholds in 

military history? How is stronghold used in a good sense 
in scripture? What strongholds might Paul want to 
destroy in Corinth?

5. What do you think Paul meant when he said that he 
would punish the disobedient?

6. How can authority be used to build up? How can 
authority tear down?

7. Why does it not make good sense to compare yourself to 
others?

8. What are some strongholds in society today?
9. What kind of stronghold can an individual have that 

keeps God from working in an area of one’s life?
10.Can habits be strongholds?
11.What kind of thinking gets people into trouble?

Lesson 11      May 12, 2013
Godly Jealousy
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 11:1-14 (NRSV)

Lesson Aim
To Know: that Paul had good reasons for not asking for 
financial support from the church in Corinth.
To Respond: by recognizing the integrity needed for a 
leader in Christ’s church.

Life Need
Read the section title What happens when “godly jealousy” 
ignites? Ask you class to give examples of good types of 
jealousy.

Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and use the commentary on pages 
55-58 to discuss it.

Bible Application
Discuss the questions on page 58 under the title, What 
about you and me?

Life Response
Discuss the last question of the lesson. Will you come up 
with a specific thing that you and/or your church can do to 
support ministry beyond your church?

Truths to Emphasize
1. Scripture both teaches good reasons to financially 

support ministry as well as endorsing ministers who 
don’t seek financial support.

2. Great oratory doesn’t make a great apostle.
3. It isn’t helpful to compare Christian workers against one 

another.
4. Just as Satan disguised himself as an angel of light, so 

too, can people claim to be representing Christ without 
having a relationship with him.

What about you and me?
 How does this text apply to us today?
 What happens when we find persons of other churches 
who share our doctrines doing effective gospel work? Is our 
jealousy petty or godly? Should we come alongside them or 
work against them?
 How are you doing as a member of the body and bride of 
Christ? How would you measure your faithfulness to Jesus?
 If the devil is alive and well in your life, where or how 
have you been seduced and yielded to him?
 Technology plays a critical part in presenting the gospel 
today. What are some of the technical presentations that you 
and your church are doing?
 Tech is not the message, only the medium. How do you 
go about presenting the message effectively?



 Ministering the gospel often requires working for your 
own support, commonly called tentmaking today. How do 
you feel about tentmaking ministry?

 How can your church help support other churches who 
have more financial need than you do?

Lesson 12     May 19, 2013
The Pressure of My Concern
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 11:16–12:10 (NIV)

Lesson Aim
To Know: No matter how difficult things get God is still 
there working, and we should never give up on God.
To Respond: Be honest believers who are willing to open up 
to others about how faithful God has been and is, even in 
the midst of our deepest struggles.
Life Need – Introduction
 If you have internet access you might wish to watch the 
Monty Python skit referred to in the Life Need (http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe1a1wHxTyo). When you 
have done so you could decide if it is suitable to show your 
particular class (if internet access allows).
 Use Questions for Discussion 1-2.
Bible Learning
 Use Questions for Discussion 3-4.

Bible Application
 If we can learn to manage our anxiety when we are with 
others who are anxious we will make a contribution toward 
healthier churches and ministries.  What are some healthy 
ways people can deal with anxiety?
 Use Question for Discussion 5.
Life Response
 Use Question for Discussion 6.

 Encourage your students to each set aside a time for 
reflection, to recall some past challenges and how God has 
helped overcome weaknesses and revealed His strength and 
power.
Truths to Emphasize
1. We need to connect with our weaknesses and our 

struggles and understand how God has revealed His 
grace to us through them.

2. At times ministry leaders will come under attack, 
having their credibility or authority challenged.

3. All Christians need to share what God has done for 
them and how He has gifted them for service through 
helping them overcome challenges.

Questions for Discussion
1. Why do you suppose people tell stories about how 

difficult their lives once were?
2. What was Paul’s primary reason for boasting?
3. How might a “Super Apostle” today focus attention on 

oneself rather than on God? 
4. What things in ministry might Christian leaders get 

anxious about?
5. What are some “thorns in the flesh” you’ve seen/

experienced in your life, ministry? How has God’s grace 
been sufficient for you?

6. How can we avoid focusing too much on ourselves, yet 
share enough for others to see how God has worked 
faithfully in our lives?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe1a1wHxTyo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe1a1wHxTyo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe1a1wHxTyo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe1a1wHxTyo


Lesson 13      May 26, 2013
Examine Oneself
Lesson Text: 2 Corinthians 12:11–13:13

Lesson Aim
To Know: that we can examine our lives and churches’ 
behavior to see if we are in accordance with scriptural 
teaching. 
To Respond: by honestly examining ourselves.

Life Need
Ask question 1 of the Questions for Discussion.
Bible Learning
Use questions 2-8 and the Bible Learning section to discuss 
today’s text. 

Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and discuss questions 9-14.

Life Response
 Ask question 15.
 You could prepare a handout to look at the 11 sinful 
behaviors listed on page 69. Use three columns, with the 11 
items in the first column. Entitle the second column “My 
Sin”, and the third “True Repentance”.
 Ask your students to identify if they have specific sins in 
these areas. Then identify what true repentance would look 
like, including how one’s behavior would change and what 
restitution could be made.
Truths to Emphasize
1.The apostle Paul has a legitimate calling as an apostle.
2.The Bible identifies sinful behaviors.
3.We can ask God to reveal our sins to us.
4.Spiritual leadership will examine the health of the church.

Questions for Discussion
1. What does a healthy church look like?
2. Why does Paul need to defend himself against the 

super-apostles?
3. How is the disloyalty to Paul in Corinth a symptom of 

deeper problems within the church?
4. What kind of judgment do you think Paul was going to 

bring to the Corinthian church if it didn’t repent of its 
sins?

5. Why does Paul want the Corinthians to address their 
sins before he arrives?

6. How might you find that one isn’t “in the faith”?
7. Paul gives five commands in verses 11-12 – what 

would obedience to these commands look like?
8. What important truths do we find in verse 13?
9. How do we examine our lives?
10. How can God search our lives? How do we hear what 

He finds?
11. What kind of person would you ask to help you in 

examining your life?
12. What does godly repentance look like?
13. What do you think of the idea that repentance includes 

restitution?
14. How can a church effectively examine itself?
15. Will you take the time to examine your life?


