Adult Quarterly Teacher’s Guide
Winter Quarter 2012
Introduction
This quarter we begin a three-part series in the Gospel of
Luke. The public ministry of Jesus can be divided into
three parts in Luke: the Galilean mission which sets forth
the identity of Jesus, his message and the cost of
discipleship (4–9:50); the journey to Jerusalem which
contains many parables (9:51–19:27); and the passion
week through the ascension (19:27–24:53). This quarterly
includes the Galilean mission as well as the birth
narratives of Jesus and John the Baptist and several
incidents from Jesus’ childhood.
As you study these lessons, pay attention to the three
themes of the Galilean mission. Other things to call
attention to include the many times prayer is mentioned in
Luke, the work of the Holy Spirit, and the challenges of
wealth – which pairs with the great reversal, i.e., the last
shall be first and the first shall be last.
I’ve put specific notes at the end of some individual
lesson guides regarding preparation for the next week’s
lesson but it’s always helpful for the teacher to be looking
ahead. A little work ahead of time will always pay big
dividends when it comes to lesson discussion and
application.

Lesson 1
December 2, 2012
Introduction to Luke
Luke 1:1-4
Lesson Aim
To Know: that Luke wrote his Gospel after careful research
to let the lover of God know the certainty of what one has
been taught.
To Respond: by studying this Gospel.

Life Need
Ask question 1 from the Questions for Discussion. Review
the Introduction and ask questions 2 and 3.
Bible Learning
Review the Bible Learning and use Questions for
Discussion 4-6.
Pay special attention to the purpose of Luke on page 4.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and discuss Questions for
Discussion 7-8.
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Life Response
Read the Life Response and discuss Questions for
Discussion 9. Ask your students for a commitment to read
the Gospel of Luke during this quarter.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Luke carefully researched the history concerning Jesus
and his earthly ministry.
2. Luke wrote so that believers can be certain about what
they have been taught.
Questions for Discussion
1. What do you think of regarding the Gospel of Luke?
2. Do you think Luke might be the “man of Macedonia”?
3. Why are Matthew, Mark and Luke called the Synoptic
Gospels?

Lesson 2
December 9, 2012
Faith in Patience
Luke 1:5-20, 57-80
To Know: That God hears the prayers of the faithful.
To Respond: With faithful patience for God’s answers to
our prayers.
Life Need
Option one: Read the following aloud: “We have all looked
forward to something happening. Even short waits for some
special event can feel long, particularly if we don’t know
when something will happen. Does that waiting feel
different for you in cases where you must plan and make
attempts to bring about a hoped for result than it does when
you can only offer your prayers for something to occur?”
After the students have responded ask them to consider
questions 1 and 2.
Option two: Ask your students to consider questions
1 and 2 from the Questions for Discussion. Then introduce
the lesson topic from Luke, saying “Are there things you
prayed for decades ago which you could still receive
tomorrow and you would recognize that as an answer to
prayer?”
Bible Learning
The lesson discussion treats the passage somewhat like a
play, introducing the characters, the setting, a conflict, and
its resolution. The text is presented in three parts with
questions presented after the parts. In the Bible Learning
time please use Questions for Discussion 3, 5, 6 and 7 at the
points where they appear in the text.
Bible Application
The Bible Learning mixes questions about what factual
things our Bible passage says with what the Bible passage

4. Why do you think that most of the writings Luke
mentioned didn’t survive? What does it mean that the
church preserved the book of Luke?
5. What do you think it was like to rely on oral tradition to
know the Gospel message before the New Testament
was written?
6. What is the difference between a “logical” order and a
“chronological” order?
7. What does it mean to you to have a faith that is based on
what we can read in scripture?
8. How important is it to you that Luke carefully
researched the history of Jesus and gave us this book?
9. How do you show that the Bible is important to you?

says for us to apply in our lives. So when you finish the
Bible Learning section you will have begun to see ideas
about application as well. Now consider questions 4 and 8.
Discussion question 8 asks if we are growing in the Spirit
of God. Have your students consider how they can evaluate
that. Is it something they have spent much time
considering?
Life Response
Ask them to spend some time today in considering not
simply what they aspire to, but how they are doing in fact.
Truths to Emphasize
1. God is faithful.
2. God can help us be faithful.
3. If we are to grow in God’s Spirit we need to consciously
choose to seek growth.
Questions for Discussion
1. Have you ever given up on asking God about something
you have prayed for during a very long time?
2. In cases where God later answered your prayer, what
was your response when that took place?
3. What can we learn from Zechariah and Elizabeth’s faith
and patience?
4. Is it okay to question God?
5. Do you think there was a baby shower for Elizabeth?
This is a strange question, but I wonder if her relatives
had a lot of questions of their own.
6. Do you think Zechariah and Elizabeth were surprised
when Zechariah was able to speak again?
7. Do we fully understand the purpose of John’s ministry
before Christ?
8. Are we growing in the Spirit of God?

Lesson 3
December 16, 2012
The Announcement to Mary
Luke 1:25-56
Golden Text: Luke 1:38 “And Mary said, Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.
And the angel departed from her.” KJV
Key Thought: Mary’s willingness to be used of the Lord
was a testimony of her abiding faith and her obedience to
her Lord. The favor she found with God would cause her to
go through much discomfort and humiliation, but she was
still willing to rejoice at the opportunity to be of service to
her Lord.
Lesson Aim
To Know: Mary was totally surrendered to the will of God
for her life. She exercised her faith in her obedience and her
attitude of praise even in her difficult circumstances.
To Respond: We need to be willing to put ourselves in a
position of complete and faithful surrender to God’s plans,
and opportunities He has in store for us. With determination
and faith we can do this joyfully, rendering praise to our
Heavenly Father.
Life Need: Have the class list difficult situations they might
face, and write them on paper or chalk/white board.
Ask them what emotions those situations would cause them
to exhibit and list those beside the appropriate situations.
Bible Learning: Read through the text and Bible Learning
sections. As an opening to the class or during this time in
the lesson it could be good to play the section of Handel’s
Messiah: “For Unto Us A Child Is Born”.

Bible Application: Read through the materials in this
section and discuss other parenting issues that might come
up in raising Jesus as a child.
Life Response: We face tough situations but God has
promised to help us through them. With this in mind we can
have a joyful attitude even when we face difficult
circumstances.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Mary willingly responded to the message brought by the
angel.
2. Jesus is the son of God because he was conceived in
Mary through the power of the Holy Spirit.
	
  
Questions for Discussion:
1. What are some of the things that hinder us from being
completely surrendered to God’s will?
2. What are we afraid might happen?
3. What would be the benefits of being completely
surrendered to God?
4. Think of one of the most difficult times you’ve had in
your life – what happened in it; how did God work

with you in that time?

5. When you were facing that difficult circumstance how
did you react?

6. What are some good ways for us to react to difficult
circumstances?

7. How can we adjust our hearts and minds so that when
faced with difficulties we can rejoice as Mary did?

8. Think about what God has done for you in your life and

what you appreciate most about Him, and share that with
someone.

Lesson 4
December 23, 2012
Something to Think About
Luke 2:1-20
Lesson Aim
To Know: That the Son of God was born on this earth.
To Respond: by both pondering the significance of this
message and sharing the good news with those who need to
hear.
Life Need
Ask question 1 from the Questions for Discussion. You can
read the Introduction but you can also find the video clip
from A Charlie Brown Christmas on YouTube. You might
have some of its score by Vincent Guaraldi playing as your
students enter the classroom, and then play the clip of Linus
giving the meaning of Christmas.
Bible Learning
Review the Bible Learning and use questions 2-7.
As an alternative you could have your students do a
reflective reading of the text. To do this, a student reads and
then stops when one has something to comment on the text.
Then the next student picks up in the text where the
previous reader stopped, and likewise stops when one has a
comment to share. Work through the entire text in this way.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and discuss question 8.
Life Response
Read the Life Response and discuss questions 9-10.
As an alternative, you could read aloud a paragraph of
today’s text and then give your students time to silently
meditate upon it.

Truths to Emphasize
1. Mary and Joseph went to Bethlehem because of the
world-wide census.
2. The birth of Jesus was announced by angels to
shepherds, showing God’s interest in common people.
3. Jesus is the Savior, the Messiah and Lord.
4. The shepherds found everything as the angel had
predicted and went away proclaiming the good news.
5. There is value in simply reflecting on the good news of
Jesus Christ.
Questions for Discussion
1. If you have seen A Charlie Brown Christmas, what do
you remember from the show?
2. Why do you think that Luke begins by mentioning
Caesar Augustus and the world-wide census?
3. Thinking about how you picture the scene of Jesus’ birth,
what things have helped you form that vision?
4. What are the implications of Jesus’ titles: Savior,
Messiah, Lord?
5. What are the implications of the good news being for “all
the people?”
6. What do you think the shepherds saw when the angels
began praising God?
7. How is the appearance of the angels in Luke similar to
accounts of angels in the Old Testament?
8. What are the Lukan themes that Stein develops in the
Bible Application?
9. What do you need to “go and tell” concerning the good
news about Jesus?
10.When can you take some time to ponder these things in
your heart?

Lesson 5
December 30, 2012
Jesus’ Childhood
Luke 2:21-52
Lesson Aim
To Know: Luke tells us about Jesus’ childhood so that we
can know that he fulfilled the expectations of God’s faithful
people who were led by the Holy Spirit and also knew that
God was his Father.
To Respond: by faithfully following God’s leading and
seeking His favor.
Life Need
Ask question 1 from the Questions for Discussion. Review
the Introduction.
Bible Learning
Review the Bible Learning and use questions 2-11.
Bible Application
Read and discuss the Bible Application. Stein talks about an
adoptionist Christology. Explain that this is the idea that
God adopted Jesus rather than causing him to be born. The
implication of an adoptionist Christology is that Joseph was
Jesus’ birth father. Emphasize that Jesus was born as the
son of God.
Life Response
Read the Life Response and discuss questions 12 and 13.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Mary and Joseph fulfilled the Law.
2. Simeon was led by the Holy Spirit.
3. Anna was a person of prayer.
4. Jesus knew that God is his Father.
5. Jesus is by birth the son of God.
6. Favor is something we can seek from God.

Questions for Discussion
1. What do you imagine Jesus’ childhood was like? Did he
play? Would he have been a typical child?
2. Why does Luke emphasize that Mary and Joseph
fulfilled the Law?
3. What role do Simeon and Anna serve in the narrative?
4. How does Luke emphasize the role of the Holy Spirit in
the story of Simeon? Why does he do that?
5. How do you think Simeon felt as the promise that he
would see the Messiah was fulfilled?
6. How did many in Israel fall or rise because of Jesus?
7. How were the inner thoughts of many revealed?
8. What do you think Mary thought when Simeon said that
a sword would pierce her soul? How did she feel?
9. How would you describe the scene of Anna meeting
Jesus at the Temple?
10. How does the story of Jesus’ circumcision and blessing
parallel the account of John the Baptist in Luke
1:57-66?
11. From where came Jesus’ sense of urgency about being
in his Father’s house? How do you think Jesus grew in
his knowledge of God being his Father?
12. What do you think of the idea of favor meaning that
someone is favorably disposed toward you? Is it
acceptable to pray for favor from other people?
13. What would you do if you knew that your action would
be received with favor?

Lesson 6 January 6, 2013
John the Baptist
Luke 3:1-20; 7:18-34
(NASB, the latter text is not printed in the lesson)
Lesson Aim
To Know: that John’s message from God was very simple:
turn away from doing those things that put us into
opposition against Yahweh God.
To Respond: by simply doing to others the things we like
and want others to do to us whether or not they return the
favor to us.
Introduction
Option 1: Americans love rugged individualism. Baby
Boomers love to hear lyrics like “I did it my way” from
Frank Sinatra. Why is this kind of lifestyle so appealing?
Do you believe rugged individualism is God’s expectation
for the citizens of His future eternal kingdom? Why or why
not?
Both John the Baptist and Jesus seem to be unique
individuals in God’s unfolding plan of salvation. Today’s
lesson focuses on John and his witness message concerning
the prophet who would follow him. As we study this lesson
consider whether or not John was a rugged individualist.
Option 2: If God had chosen a different way than calling
on people to repent of their sins in order to enter the
kingdom of God, what would you imagine it to be? How
effective do you believe this other method would be
compared to the ministry of John the Baptist?
Today’s lesson teaches the importance of repentance in
preparing people for the kingdom of God. To understand
the significance of John’s message let’s begin by reading
our lesson text.
Bible Learning
The following questions can be used in whole or in
part, as appropriate, to emphasize what is important in the
material for you and your class.
Jesus performed miracles to attract an audience to his
message. Why was John the Baptist sent out by God to
proclaim a message of repentance without the aid of
miracles to reinforce his message? What was the attraction
John posed that so many people were drawn out to hear
him?
Why is it important to God for people to repent from
their evil ways and start living clean, wholesome, healthy,
helpful lives?

Why do we resist the message of repentance?
Why is God’s response to those who resist repenting of
their sinful deeds so severe as to involve comparisons to a
useless tree or dry chaff being burned up?
Why did John consider himself of miniscule value
compared to the one he proclaimed would follow him in
prophetic ministry?
Jesus called John “one who is more than a prophet” and
then quoted Isaiah 40:3. He further said, “Among those
born of women, there is no one greater than John”. Why did
Jesus elevate John so highly?
In addition Jesus said, “He who is least in the kingdom
of God is greater than [John the Baptist]”. What did he
mean by saying that?
Bible Application
John the Baptist was an activist. He acted in a
determined manner to proclaim the two-pronged message
he was sent to preach. So what does it mean to you that he
proclaimed boldly, “Make ready the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight”?
And secondly he preached, “Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matthew 3:2) urging his followers to
undergo “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
sins” (Mark 1:4). What is the meaning of this phrase in
John’s message? How did John’s messages differ from what
Jesus proclaimed in his ministry?
If you lack time skip asking the above questions and
rather ask just the questions listed under this section in the
lesson text.
Life Response
Ask the questions proposed in the lesson material.
What is the final verdict concerning whether or not John
was a rugged individualist? Why or why not? How does
answering this question reflect on how we would respond to
John’s message?
Truths to Emphasize
1. Bear fruit in keeping with repentance, just like a tree
bears good fruit.
2. Deeds of repentance are simple, common-sense practices
all people would like to have done to them and for them.
3. John the Baptist came primarily to prepare the way for
God to dwell on the earth and secondarily to announce
the coming of Jesus who would become the way for
people to enter God’s kingdom.

Lesson 7 January 13, 2013
Jesus is Tempted
Luke 4:1-13
Lesson Aim
To Know: that Jesus was tempted before entering his public
ministry and did not yield.
To Respond: by following Jesus’ example in dealing with
temptation.
Life Need
Read the Introduction and use the agree/disagree statements
printed therein.
Bible Learning
Review the Bible Learning and use the questions
interspersed throughout the text.
Life Response
Read the section entitled, What About Us?, and discuss
questions 7-10.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus, as the second Adam, dealt successfully with
temptation.
2. Jesus answered temptation by quoting scripture.

Lesson 8
January 20, 2013
Freedom
Luke 4:16-30
Lesson Aim
To Know: that Jesus announced what it means to seek the
Kingdom of God with his reading from Isaiah.
To Respond: proclaiming the good news of the freedom that
comes in Christ.
Life Need
Ask question 1 from the Questions for Discussion. Review
the Introduction.
Bible Learning
Review the Bible Learning and use questions 2-8.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and discuss questions 9-11.
Life Response
Read the Life Response and discuss question 12.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus spoke of the Kingdom of God breaking into this
age as well as a future fulfillment.
2. Jesus’ quotation of Isaiah 61 shows that there is a present
fulfillment of the Kingdom of God.
3. The message of freedom in Christ is an important
component of the Kingdom message.

3. Some temptations appear inconsequential in the
beginning.
4. As Christians we must address lifestyle questions.
5. We must not test God for our own gain.
Questions for Discussion
1. How can disloyalty to God challenge the faith of our
Lord?
2. By what means did the temptation come?
3. What did Jesus do to defeat the devil?
4. How and when should political concerns be addressed?
5. What activities might be construed as “giving the devil
his due”?
6. What temptations might you yield to that clearly result
in worshiping the devil?
7. How does Christ’s example of overcoming temptation
help me do so?
8. What is wrong with the saying: “The end justifies the
means”?
9. What problems do you see in the “name it . . . claim it”
approach?
10. What small temptations loom large for you?

Questions for Discussion
1. What do you think of when you hear the phrase, “The
Kingdom of God”?
2. What do you think it would have been like to be in the
synagogue with Jesus sitting there? What would you
have hoped for?
3. What is the message of Isaiah? How did Jesus’ choice of
what he left in and what he left out affect the message?
What is the affect of the repetition of the pronoun me?
4. How was the message of Isaiah fulfilled in the people’s
hearing?
5. How did the crowd react to Jesus’ words? In what way
was their response positive? What was negative?
6. What is indicated by the parable Jesus quoted?
7. What is the point that Jesus made with the example of
Elijah and Elisha?
8. What do you think it looked like when Jesus walked
through the hostile crowd and went on his way?
9. How does this scripture illustrate what Jesus meant
when he says that the Kingdom of God has come near?
10. What is the year of Jubilee in Israel’s history? How is it
similar to what Jesus just proclaimed?
11. How is the announcement of the year of the Lord’s
favor similar to Jesus’ statement that the first will be
last and the last first?
12. How can we proclaim a message of freedom to those
who are captive? What kind of freedom is Jesus
speaking about?

Lesson 9
January 27, 2013
The Authority of Jesus
Luke 5:1-29
Lesson Aim
To Know: that Almighty Yahweh God granted his only
begotten Son powers beyond normal human ability to use
during his earthly ministry.
To Respond: by accepting Jesus as our master resolutely
and absolutely.
Introduction
Option 1:
Ask the class – Where does authority come from?
Who can have authority?
What criteria would you establish in order to yield
authority to another person?
Option 2:
Ask the class – Why is it important for someone to have
authority? What would be the state of the body of Christ if
there was no one in authority?
State this after asking the questions in either Option above:
Our lesson today presents several incidents in the earthly
ministry of Jesus in which he displays the authority he
received from his heavenly Father to speak and to act
commandingly. Luke also records the response of the
people to these deeds. Let’s examine these incidents.
Bible Learning
Our lesson text has three main parts depicting some
aspect of the authority of Jesus: (1) authority to perform
miracles in nature and in healing human ailments, (2)
authority to forgive sins, and (3) authority to call people to
follow him. Recognizing and respecting this authority is
essential to our successfully following his lead.
In relation to Jesus’ authority over people to follow him:
Why do you believe Peter relented to obey Jesus’
command to cast his fishing nets once again?
Why did Peter then respond with abasement toward
Jesus following the great catch of fish?
Why did Peter and his fellow fishermen, and later Levi,
leave everything to follow Jesus? What was it about Jesus
that attracted these men so thoroughly to him?
In relation to Jesus’ authority to heal and forgive sins:

Why did the scribes and Pharisees become so resistant to
Jesus when he told the lame man his sins were forgiven?
What authority did the Jewish leaders have to say Jesus
was blaspheming for saying the lame man’s sins were
forgiven? Jesus demonstrated authority to heal. So then,
should his authority be respected over theirs?
Why did Jesus use healing the lame man as his means to
counteract their charge of blasphemy against him?
You probably will not have time to cover all the above
questions. So choose one area to concentrate on to
demonstrate the authority of Jesus.
Bible Application
Why is it important for us to understand and accept
Jesus as our master? To be our master Jesus must possess
authority over us. Why is it important for Jesus to have
authority over us? Why is it important for us to know from
whence Jesus received his authority over us?
Alternatively, discuss what obligations Jesus must accept
while assuming authority over our lives and the life of his
church. Then consider the same question except substitute
pastor/elders in place of Jesus.
Life Response
Why is our asserting our independence as individuals
harmful to the success of the church to achieve its mission
to proclaim the gospel? Why is it essential that we act in
submission and harmony to Jesus? Why should we be eager
to submit to the authority of Jesus?
Alternatively, pursue examining the authority of a pastor
and/or elders to rule/oversee the local church. What does
that mean? What is their source of authority? What
obligation do we have to yield to their authority?
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus was fully aware that his teachings and his
miraculous powers were not his own but were given to him
by his heavenly Father.
2. During his earthly ministry Jesus had authority to teach
words from Yahweh, to perform miracles even on the
Sabbath, and to forgive sins.
3. Jesus had the ability to perceive what men thought – a
gift from God.
4. Our duty as disciples of Jesus is to obey him as our
master.

The author of next week’s lesson has given
three questions to consider prior to studying
the lesson:
Questions Prior to Study
1. Should we be friends with sinners?
2. Why should we be friends with sinners?
3. How can we be friends with sinners?

Lesson 10
February 3, 2013
Jesus, the Friend of Sinners
Luke 5:27-31; 6:32-35; 7:36-50
Lesson Aim
To Know: that Jesus was known as a friend of sinners.
To Respond: by making friendships that can lead people to
Christ.
Life Need
Play the song, What a Friend We have in Jesus, then
discuss the comments in the Introduction.
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text as interspersed among the Bible
Learning and discuss the comments.
Life Response
Read the Life Response and discuss the Questions for
Discussion.

Truths to Emphasize
1. We need spiritual maturity to reach out to sinners.
2. We need to do more than be nice to other, truly seeking
how we can serve.
3. We must bathe our efforts in prayer.
4. Prayer will make a difference in those we are trying to
reach.
Questions for Discussion
1. Do you agree with the lesson’s Life Response? How does
your group feel about the three steps that were
mentioned as necessary? Do you think they are
appropriate for believers to follow who want to show
sinners friendship? There may be other steps for you and
your group to follow. If you feel led to consider the
necessity of more steps please add them to the list.
2. Are there people in your life right now who can benefit
from your friendship? If you know of people in need of
you to help them remove their sin, write their names.
3. Why do you think we have been called to be vessels for
Christ? Why have we been chosen to help show Jesus to
others through friendship? How do you think this lesson
can contribute to furthering the kingdom of God?

Lesson 11 February 10, 2013
The Sermon on the Plain:
Apprentices in Kingdom Living
Luke 6:17-49
Lesson Aim
To Know: that discipleship is like serving an apprenticeship.
To Respond: by being covered with the dust of your Rabbi.
Life Need
Review the Introduction and ask questions 1 and 2.
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and review the Bible Learning. Make
sure your class understands the concept of apprenticeship
and how that is exemplified in the rabbinical system.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and discuss questions 3 and 4.

Questions for Discussion
1. How does our current church-based model of
discipleship compare to Jesus’ model of apprenticeship?
2. What examples can you give of people who are living as
apprentices of Jesus?
3. On a chalkboard/marker board make two columns side
by side, under the left side make a list of the costs of
being an apprentice of Jesus. On the right side make a
list of the benefits of being an apprentice of Jesus.
Compare/contrast them.
4. What can you do today, right now, to train to be like
Jesus? Who do you need to forgive? To whom do you
need to show mercy? To whom do you need to give?
Who do you need to stop judging?
5. If someone accused you of being an apprentice of Jesus
what evidence would they have to support that
accusation?

Life Response
Read the Life Response and discuss question 5.
Truths to Emphasize
1. A student, when one is fully taught, will be like one’s
teacher.
2. Jesus gave direct ethical teaching on what it means to
follow him.
3. Following Jesus will be evident in our lives.

Author’s note for next week’s lesson:
Since the text is so long for Lesson 12 (73
verses), announce it to your students this
week so that they can read it before class.
Also, two suggestions for the teacher’s
preparation:
1. Search for information on the internet
about Dietrich Bonhoeffer and read at
least Wikipedia’s account of his life as
background for your teaching next week.
2. Spend some time addressing the
Questions for Discussion for yourself and
thus be prepared if the class is reluctant
on some of them.

Lesson 12 February 17, 2013
The Cost of Discipleship
Luke 8:1–9:17
Lesson Aim
To Know: that Jesus called people not simply for salvation
but to follow him.
To Respond: by paying the cost of discipleship.
Life Need
Ask question 1 from the Questions for Discussion. Review
the Introduction.
Bible Learning
Review the Bible Learning and use questions 2-7. Divide
your students into small groups with each group taking one
of the eight scripture passages that comprise today’s text.
1) Parable of the Sower – Luke 8:1-15
2) Lamp on a Lamp stand – Luke 8:16-18
3) Jesus’ Mother and Brothers – Luke 8:19-20
4) Jesus Calms a Storm – Luke 8:21-25
5) Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man –
Luke 8:26-39
6) Jesus Raises a Girl and Heals a Woman –
Luke 8:40-56
7) Jesus Sends Out the Twelve – Luke 9:1-9
8) Jesus Feeds the 5000 – Luke 9:10-17
Have them read the comments in the Bible Learning and
answer the appropriate question from the Questions for
Discussion. Ask each group to explain what aspect of
discipleship we learn from this passage.

Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and discuss question 8.
Life Response
Read the Life Response. Have your class summarize the
quotes from Dietrich Bonhoeffer. What does he mean by
cheap grace? What does he mean when he says, “When
Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die”?
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus challenged his followers to truly follow him.
2. Those who respond to the word faithfully will bear fruit.
3. We must let our light shine.
4. We cannot put anyone before Jesus.
Questions for Discussion
1. Why is the concept of being a “disciple of Jesus” unclear
for so many?
2. How do you and/or your church implement the teaching
of the Parable of the Sower?
3. Do you think you have effectively placed your “light” on
a lamp stand? If so, how have you done that?
4. Does the concept of putting the Lord before your father
or mother bother you? How might a person do that?
5. We believe Jesus can cause even a storm to subside, so
why does he allow such upset among his disciples?
6. How would the average modern American explain what
the Bible calls demon possession? Do you think
“demons” can speak and inhabit people as Luke
describes happening?
7. Is Jesus expecting us to go out to our “villages” and
proclaim the Kingdom in a way similar to what he called
for the twelve to do? Would we expect Jesus to give us
the same power and authority he gave them?
8. How is being a disciple a much larger issue than most
Christians consider it to be?

Lesson 13 February 24, 2013
Who is Jesus?
Luke 9:18-50
Lesson Aim
To Know: that Jesus is the Son of God.
To Respond: with true discipleship
Life Need
Ask question 1 from the Questions for Discussion. Review
the Introduction and ask question 2.
Bible Learning
Review the Bible Learning and use questions 3-12.
As an alternative, divide your class into four groups with
each taking one of the stories in today’s text:
9:18-27. The Big Question
9:28-36. The Transfiguration
9:37-45. Healing after the disciples fail
9:46-50. It’s not about you.
Have each group identify what is said about Jesus in its text
and what response is demanded of his disciples.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and discuss question 13.
Life Response
Read the Life Response and discuss question 14. Have your
students be specific about what they’ve learned and how
they can respond.
Truths to Emphasize
1. Jesus is the Son of God
2. The transfiguration showed Jesus in his glorified state.
3. Jesus had power over demons.
4. Welcoming the weak in the name of Jesus means that we
are welcoming him.

Questions for Discussion
1. How do you answer the question, “Who is Jesus?”?
2. How would you summarize what we’ve studied in Luke
chapters 4-8?
3. How does Luke emphasize prayer in the Gospels? What
is the significance of Jesus being in prayer at these key
points in his ministry?
4. What differences do you see in Luke 9:18-27 and
Matthew 16:13-20?
5. What connection do you make between the statement of
Jesus’ messiahship and his admonition concerning the
cost of discipleship?
6. What did Jesus mean when he said that some would not
taste death until they saw the Kingdom come with
power?
7. Why do you think that Moses and Elijah appeared with
Jesus at the Transfiguration?
8. What is the significance of the Transfiguration for the
disciples? for us as readers of Luke’s Gospel?
9. Why were the disciples unable to heal the man’s son?
10. Why do you think this happened right after the
Transfiguration of Jesus?
11. Why did the disciples not want to ask Jesus what he
meant when he said that he was going to be betrayed
into human hands?
12. Why do you imagine that the disciples were still
arguing about who would be the greatest?
13. What do we learn about Jesus in today’s text? What do
we learn about our necessary response to Jesus?
14. What have you heard today that you would like to make
more meaningful in your life? How can you do that?

