
Adult Quarterly Teacher’s Guide 
Summer 2012
Introduction
All of our lessons this quarter are taken from the summer 
quarter of 1945, with the exception of the first two from 
Ecclesiastes and lesson six, “Jephthah’s Vow.”
Your class might find it interesting to look at life in 1945. 
Here are two online resources:
http://www.infoplease.com/year/1945.html
http://www.2neatmagazines.com/life/1945cover.html
An editorial team wrote all of these lessons: Melville W. 
Lyon, Lesson Background; Harvey U. Krogh, Jr., Young 
People’s Class; C.E. Randall, A Study of the Subject; A.M. 
Jones, Practical Applications; and G.E. Marsh, A Study of 
the Text (sometimes called Bible Learning in our 
quarterly). We have also included in the guide Questions 
for Thinkers, by F.A. Stilson.
We encourage you to look ahead in the quarterly. We 
haven’t given any advance assignments in this guide but 
you might think of something that you’d like for your 
students to do in preparation for a lesson.
The author of the first two lessons, Lonnie Craig, has 
made his lesson outlines available. Reading these will 
give you a greater insight into the lessons. He uses the 
term Qoheleth for the author, which is the Hebrew name 
of the book and means the teacher or the preacher. 
Scholars have adopted this convention because there is no 
unanimous opinion as to the author of Ecclesiastes. 
These outlines are posted online in the “Quarterly” folder 
at http://public.me.com/gdemmitt 

Lesson 1      June 3, 2012
Dealing with the Frustrations of Life, Part 1
Ecclesiastes 9:11-12
Lesson Aim
To Know: that we are not in control of our lives.
To Respond: by trusting God.

Life Need
Read the Life Need as a class, then have your students 
consider the question which ends that section, basically 
“how do we handle frustration and disappointment?” Use 
Questions for Discussion one and two.

Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and the Bible Learning. They involve 
the limits of human choice. Time (the lack of enough of it) 
and chance (the unexpected and unavoidable) prevent our 
plans from continuing. Ask your students for examples of 
this in addition to what the Bible Learning gives.

Use Questions for Discussion three and four.

You might also ask your students whether, as Christians, 
they have chosen not to look at the world this way. Do they 
assume that God is guiding them when opportunities they 
might have expected to exist are blocked?
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Bible Application
Read the Bible Application and use Question for Discussion 
five.

The end of the Bible Application says: “Why, then, do we 
live our lives as though we have complete and total control 
over what happens to us?” You could treat that as a 
rhetorical question, or you could have students try to offer 
real answers. But with those answers ask them to say what 
the Bible’s response to each idea would be. So, they might 
describe it as resulting from ego – but the Bible calls for 
humility to respond well to God. They might say it is less 
scary to imagine they really have control – but the Bible 
points to God’s control, which must be better than our own 
control. 

Or, ask: “What might happen if a person despaired of 
having success because of lacking control?”

Life Response
Read the Life Response. Note that the key phrase in the Life 
Response may be “rest in the will of God”. That idea enters 
into Question for Discussion six – when you use that 
question be aware that it suggests God possesses the control 
humans lack. You might follow up on that question by 
considering how our dependence on God’s control relates 
with our need to pray for help. 

Truths to Emphasize
1. Humans can plan, but we lack control to make our plans 

succeed.
2. God has control over events, but doesn’t force control of 

our thoughts – we are to give that to Him.

Questions for Discussion
1. On a scale of 1-10, how frustrated are you with life (in 

general) right now? What is the most frustrating thing in 
your life right now, and how are you dealing with it?

2. On a scale of 1-10, what is the most frustrated you 
remember ever being about anything? How did you deal 
with it?

3. What do you think about the idea, expressed in the 
lesson, that to only look at life from the positive view is 
as dangerous as looking at life from only a negative 
view? Why do you agree or disagree with that?

4. What are some examples of realistic expectations that 
didn’t come true? For example, have you known 
someone incredibly smart, or athletic, or wealthy, who 
ended up not becoming what you thought they would 
become? What happened to him or her?

5. How do you view your plans? Do you have the same 
attitude that Napoleon had before the battle of Waterloo? 
If so, why?

6. Being completely honest, how comfortable are you with 
the thought that you are not really in control of your 
circumstances? How much are you willing to let God 
have hold of your plans?

The author, Lonnie Craig, has made his lessons outlines 
available. Reading these will give you a greater insight into 
the lesson. He uses the term Qoheleth for the author, which 
is the Hebrew name of the book and means the teacher or 
the preacher. Scholars have adopted this convention 
because there is no unanimous opinion as to the author of 
Ecclesiastes. 

These outlines are posted online in the “Quarterly” folder at  
http://public.me.com/gdemmitt.
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Lesson 2     June 10, 2012
Dealing with the Frustrations of Life, Part 2
Ecclesiastes 9:13-16

Lesson Aim
To Know: that our efforts will not always be appreciated.
To Respond: by trusting God.

Life Need
Read the Life Need about the frustration of ingratitude. The 
key here may be that this is a great “irritant.” Use Question 
for Discussion one.

Bible Learning
Read the Bible Learning. Use Question for Discussion two.

Bible Application
Read the Bible Application. Use Questions for Discussion 
three, four, and five.

Life Response
Read the Life Response. Use Question for Discussion six.
You might ask your class: “Should we refocus our attention 
away from the one we help, being grateful that God allowed 
us to help someone else?”

Truths to Emphasize
1. People forget good things done for them

2. Our awareness of that can prepare us to avoid 
disappointment
3. We need to be grateful ourselves
4. God remembers everything, no good deed is truly 
forgotten

Questions for Discussion
1. Tell the class about a good thing you did for someone 

which was not noticed or regarded. How did it make you 
feel when your good deed went unnoticed or ignored, 
and how did you react?

2. Do you agree with the Teacher’s statement in verse 16 
that “wisdom is better than strength”? Why or why not?

3. Do you agree with the quote which says we should see 
the Teacher’s story as a warning not to expect people to 
remember good deeds?

4. How do you feel about the author saying we need to 
reevaluate our expectations of people? Do you agree or 
disagree? Why or why not?

5. How should you go about seeking godly wisdom?
6. How are you preparing for the disappointments that will 

come?

The outline for this lesson is posted online in the 
“Quarterly” folder at http://public.me.com/gdemmitt

Lesson 3      June 17, 2012
Daily Temptation
Judges 3:1-4: Psalm 106:34-41; James 1:13-15
To Know: where temptation comes from.
To Respond: by resisting temptation in all of its forms.

Life Need
Read and discuss the Lesson Background. Ask: Our lesson 
today is the first from the summer quarter of 1945. How is 
temptation different today than it was then? for adults? for 
teens? How is it the same?

Bible Learning
Read the Bible Texts. Use questions 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 from the 
Questions for Thinkers.

Bible Application
Discuss A Study of the Subject. Use questions 4, 7, 8.

Life Response
Read and discuss the Practical Applications. Discuss the 
idea that learning a lesson as a result of sin does not mean 
sin is good. Ask, “How can we learn without sinning?”
The appropriate response to sin is to repent and confess. 
Ask, “What is the difference between repenting and 
confessing?”

End the class by looking at 1 John 1:8, 9. Allow your class 
time for silent confession. 

Questions for Thinkers
1. Read Judges 2:20-23 to discover the mind of God in 

regard to Israel and the nations.
2. Since God has all foreknowledge, why should He want 

to prove Israel? 
3. How were the nations to prove Israel? 
4. Does Christian discipline require similar proving? 
5. From James 1:2-3, how would you say your faith is 

tried? 
6. In the Golden Text temptation carries the thought of trial. 

How can one be blessed or happy by enduring trial? 
7. Sometimes the word “temptation” has reference to the 

allurements to sin as in verses 13 and 14. Then one can 
be blessed or happy in resisting rather than in enduring 
temptations. 

8. Explain 2 Cor. 4:17 in the light of this lesson. 
9. What is meant by, “drawn away of his own lust”? 

Truths to Emphasize
1. God tests His people but does not tempt
2. God provides a way to escape every temptation
3. God is faithful to forgive our sins when we confess
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Lesson 4      June 24, 2012
God’s Government
Judges 8:22-23; Daniel 4:28-33; Romans 13:1-6
To Know: God watches over the nations in fulfilling His 
purposes.
To Respond: by living for the Kingdom of God.

Life Need
Ask the first three questions of Questions for Thinkers. 
Read the Lesson Background.

Bible Learning
Use the Bible Learning section to review the Lesson Text.

Bible Application
Read and discuss the section labeled A Study of the Text on 
page 16 (this portion was mislabeled and is actually the 
section A Study of the Subject). The author says that he 
doesn’t know to what extent God rules the kingdom of men. 
Ask, “How is it helpful to acknowledge that we don’t 
know?”

Life Response
Both the Young People’s Class and the Practical 
Applications point to the need to look for the Kingdom of 

God rather than trusting in the kingdoms of men. Ask your 
class, “What should we expect from our government? What  
can only be accomplished by the Kingdom of God?”
Questions for Thinkers
1. Who was Israel’s first judge? (Ex. 2:14; 18:13)
2. Who was the second? (Josh. 1:1, 5)
3. Did this order of government continue? (Judg. 2:8, 16)
4. What is a theocracy?
5. Who was the ruler of Israel?
6. What change was made in Israel’s government after 

about 450 years of judges? (Acts 13:20, 21)
7. Read 1 Chronicles 29:22, 23. What was Solomon 

anointed to be? On whose throne did he sit?
8. Who places kings on thrones and also removes them? 

(Dan. 2:20, 21; Ps. 75:6, 7; Jer. 27:6; 1 Sam. 2:7, 8)
9. Has God relinquished His authority as ruler over the 

nations? (Rom. 13)

Truths to Emphasize
1. God is sovereign over the nations.
2. God intended that He be Israel’s ruler.

Lesson 5      July 1, 2012
The Falling Away
Judges 8:33-35; 2 Peter 2:12-21

To Know: how easy and how dangerous loss of faith can be.
To Respond: by strengthening our faith.
Life Need
Here is the lyric to the song, “Slip Sliding Away,” by Paul 
Simon. Play it or read it (you can find several versions of 
the song on YouTube if you don’t own a recording)

Chorus: 
Slip slidin’ away, slip slidin’ away 
You know the nearer your destination, the more you’re slip 
slidin’ away 

Whoah and I know a man, he came from my hometown 
He wore his passion for his woman like a thorny crown 
He said Dolores, I live in fear 
My love for you’s so overpowering, I’m afraid that I will 
disappear 

I know a woman [who] became a wife 
These are the very words she uses to describe her life 
She said a good day ain’t got no rain 
She said a bad day’s when I lie in bed 

And I think of things that might have been 

And I know a father who had a son 
He longed to tell him all the reasons for the things he’d 
done 
He came a long way just to explain 
He kissed his boy as he lay sleeping 
Then he turned around and headed home again 

Whoah God only knows, God makes his plan 
The information’s unavailable to the mortal man 
We’re working our jobs, collect our pay 
Believe we’re gliding down the highway, when in fact 
we’re slip sliding away 

Ask the class why the song is so poignant. Is what it 
describes a common experience for many people? Why?

Ask if the same reasons apply for why people fall away 
from their faith.

Read the Lesson Background.

Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and use A Study of the Text to discuss. 
Use the first three questions of Questions for Thinkers.



Bible Application
Read A Study of the Subject. Use questions 4-7.

In the editorial for this quarterly, Sydney Magaw wrote:

Antidote for “Falling Away”
Critics of the Second Advent sometimes belittle doctrinal 
preaching and feign a zeal for what they term the “more 
practical teachings.” Actually, the Bible so closely links the 
doctrinal and practical themes as to make them 
inseparable. Repeatedly, the Bible links consecration and 
the Second Advent. Paul said: “We beseech you, brethren, 
by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 
gathering together unto him, that ye be not soon shaken in 
mind” (2 Thess. 2:1, 2). “That day shall not come except 
there come a falling away first” (v. 3). The doctrine of 
Christ’s coming and the depth of one’s faith are here 
interwoven. Faith in the coming of Christ is antidote for 
“falling away” from the Lord.
Similarly, John, speaking of the coming of Christ, said: 
“Every man that hath this hope...purifieth himself” (1 John 
3:3). Bluntly, to live as the Lord wants us to live, we must 
believe as He wants us to believe. Correct faith is basic for 
correct life!
Believe in the coming of the Lord. It is antidote against 
apostasy and Judgment.

Ask your class if they agree or disagree with this premise. 
How do we strengthen our hope in the Second Coming of 
Christ?

Life Response
The Young People’s Class lists seven things that can keep 
one from falling away.
1. Know assuredly that God is interested in you and that He 

has a great desire for your continued faithfulness. 
2. Remember the glorious rewards for walking in the way 

of righteousness which shall be yours both now and in 
the future. 

3. Keep in mind the utter hopelessness and uselessness of 
the lives of those in our lesson.

4. Keep in close contact with others who are faithful.
5. Choose your companions from those who walk in 

righteous paths.
6. Attend church, for it is one of the best stabilizing 

influences you can find. 
7. Pray often for strength to be ever faithful.

Ask your class to consider which of these things they need 
to strengthen in their own lives. How can the church help 
strengthen these things in its members?

Ask question eight.

Questions for Thinkers
1.  Was the instance recorded in Judges 8:33 the only time 

Israel turned from the Lord? (3:12; 4:1; 6:1)
2. What do you believe to be the reason for such conduct 

since they had witnessed and experienced so many of 
God’s blessings and punishments?

3. Did Israel ever do differently throughout her past 
history?

4. Read Romans 11:22 to note the application of God’s 
dealings to the church.

5. Have a few thousand years of civilization effectively 
changed man’s proneness to “turn away”?

6. What prophecy did Paul give in 2 Thessalonians 2:3?
7. Does the prophecy of 2 Thessalonians 2:3 pertain to 

Christians or non-Christians?
8. In 2 Peter 2:15, “Balaam . . . loved the wages of 

unrighteousness.” What wages? (Num. 22)
9. Wherein lies the danger of “falling away” for us today? 

Truths to Emphasize
1. Israel fell away many times.
2. The church is warned that it can fall away.
3. We can guard against falling away.



Lesson 6      July 8, 2012
Jephthah’s Vow
Judges 11:29-40
To Know: that Jephthah was a mighty warrior who had a 
great failing because he did not know God’s Law.
To Respond: by seeking more options when it seems like 
every possible choice is bad.
Life Need
Ask your students to think over their own answers to the 
following question, although they may not want to share 
with the class: “What is the hardest decision you have ever 
had to make?”
Read the Life Need and discuss question 1 in the Questions 
for Discussion.
Bible Learning
Divide your class into three groups and assign each group 
one of the following passages: Judges 11:1-11; 11:12-28 
and 12:1-7. Have the groups read their own passage and 
summarize to the class. Then read Judges 11:29-40. Discuss 
questions 2-4.
Bible Application
Read the Bible Application. Discuss questions 5-7.
Life Response
Read the Life Response. Discuss questions 8-10.
Questions for Discussion
1. When we think of our nation’s leaders, do we tend to 

remember the controversial or scandalous more than the 
good? If so, why is that?

2. The author characterized Jephthah’s early days as being 
like an ancient Robin Hood. How would you 
characterize his beginnings?

3. What explanations have you heard for Jephthah’s vow? 
Why would we not want to think that he sacrificed his 
daughter? What do you think actually happened

4. What are examples of “Shibboleth”s we might encounter 
today?

5. Do you think that Jephthah didn’t know about Leviticus 
27:1-8? Should that have given him a way out?

6. How did Israel’s elders fail in making Jephthah their 
leader?

7. The author suggested reading the Bible as a narrative 
rather than a law book – what is the difference?

8. The author suggested that we look for maturity rather 
than enthusiasm when selecting our church leaders. How 
do we recognize maturity? How do we encourage the 
enthusiastic to maintain their zeal? Do we need to help 
people avoid rash decisions?

9. Have you ever felt required to make a bad decision? 
How does one get in that position? How can we learn to 
ask for help when thinking we don’t have options?

10.How can we help people who seem to have gotten 
themselves into a corner?

Truths to Emphasize
1. God forbids human sacrifice and made provisions in the 

Law to assure that it would not need to happen.
2. A great warrior isn’t necessarily a good leader.
3. When faced with bad choices, look for more options.



Lesson 7      July 15, 2012
Samuel Appears
1 Sam. 1:9-20, 25-28
To Know: that human judgment is often wrong.
To Respond: by not judging by the outward appearance.
Life Need
Read to your class and then discuss this excerpt taken from 
http://www.guidedbiblestudies.com/james5.htm:

Then one day, I was visiting a small church in the Pacific 
Northwest. The congregation of believers was mostly upper 
middle class, and the Pastor was well spoken, well groomed 
and powerful in the local council of churches. As I entered 
into the church, I noticed a dirty, smelly, mentally 
challenged man walking in ahead of me. I saw the Pastor 
stand in front of him, and prevent his entry. The man started 
crying and pleading with the Pastor to let him in to pray. 
The pastor refused, and the poor man left cursing the 
Pastor and the congregation for their wickedness.

The Pastor turned to me, and those cruel words were 
spoken again. He said....”He thinks because we’re 
Christians, that we have to provide...But I am responsible 
for the families of my congregation, and I cannot allow the 
dirty riff raff to destroy our good works and disrupt our 
praises to God.”
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and discuss using the Questions for 
Thinkers.
Bible Application
Discuss A Study of the Subject. Read the section headed, 
“Judge Not, That  Ye Be Not  Judged,” on page 34. How 
does Jesus teaching on the Sermon on the Mount relate to 

Eli’s judgment? How does Jesus’ instruction to remove the 
beam from our own eye relate to judging others?
Life Response
Consider the rules from the Young People’s Class:
1. Breathe a prayer for guidance when tempted to judge 

someone. 
2. Always be charitable toward others. 
3. Remember how inaccurately others have judged you and 

that you can be no better than they are as long as you 
also judge. 

4. If, however, we do misjudge someone, follow the high 
priest’s example and make amends.

Questions for Thinkers
1. Who were Samuel’s father and mother?
2. Who was Hannah’s adversary in verse 6? Why?
3. What vow did Hannah make as she prayed?
4. What was noticeable about her prayer in verse 12, 13? 
5. For what did Hannah pray?
6. What did she name her son? What does the name mean?
7. Did Hannah keep her vow?
8. Read Numbers 6:1-9 and discuss the Nazarite vow. (See 

also Judg. 13:5; 16:17.)
9. How long was Samuel to go without a haircut?
10. As Samuel was lent to the Lord, what became of him? 

(1 Sam. 2:11)
11. How did Eli the high priest misjudge Hannah in verse 

14?
12.To this question apply 1 Sam. 16:7.
 
Truths to Emphasize
1. God answered Hannah’s fervent prayer.
2. We must not judge others based upon appearance.

Lesson 8      July 22, 2012
Samuel the Prophet
1 Samuel 3:11-20; 1 Timothy 3:1, 4-5
To Know: that parents must discipline their children.
To Respond: by setting a good example for our children and 
correcting them when needed.
Life Need
We’ve printed two songs, one at each end of this Lesson 
Guide. The first is a secular song, the second is by a 
Christian group. Each is available on YouTube if you want 
to play them for the class. 
Use “The Cat’s in the Cradle” for the beginning of the 
class. Ask, “What’s the point the author is making? How 
common is this experience today?”
“The Cat’s in the Cradle” by Sandy & Harry Chapin
My child arrived just the other day,
He came to the world in the usual way.
But there were planes to catch, and bills to pay. 

He learned to walk while I was away. 
And he was talking ’fore I knew it, and as he grew,
He’d say, “I’m gonna be like you, dad.
You know I’m gonna be like you.”
And the cat’s in the cradle and the silver spoon,
Little boy blue and the man in the moon.
“When you coming home, dad?” 
“I don’t know when,
But we’ll get together then.
You know we’ll have a good time then.”
My son turned ten just the other day.
He said, “Thanks for the ball, dad, come on let’s play.
Can you teach me to throw?” I said, “Not today,
I got a lot to do.” He said, “That’s ok.”
And he walked away, but his smile never dimmed,
Said, “I’m gonna be like him, yeah.
You know I’m gonna be like him.”
Chorus
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Well, he came from college just the other day,
So much like a man I just had to say,
“Son, I’m proud of you. Can you sit for a while?”
He shook his head, and he said with a smile,
“What I’d really like, dad, is to borrow the car keys.
See you later. Can I have them please?”
Chorus
I’ve long since retired and my son’s moved away.
I called him up just the other day.
I said, “I’d like to see you if you don’t mind.”
He said, “I’d love to, dad, if I could find the time.
You see, my new job’s a hassle, and the kid’s got the flu,
But it’s sure nice talking to you, dad.
It’s been sure nice talking to you.”
And as I hung up the phone, it occurred to me,
He’d grown up just like me.My boy was just like me.
And the cat’s in the cradle and the silver spoon,
Little boy blue and the man in the moon.”
When you coming home, son?” “I don’t know when,
But we’ll get together then, dad.
You know we’ll have a good time then.”
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and discuss the Questions for 
Thinkers. 
Bible Application
Discuss the following questions:
1. Why does God hold leaders accountable for the behavior 

of their children?
2. Which was the greater problem, the behavior of Eli’s 

sons or the way that he dealt with their behavior?
3. Consider the story of Franklin Graham. By his own 

account, earlier in his life he was in rebellion against 
both God and his father, Billy Graham. Where Billy 
Graham differed from Eli is that he did not condone his 
son’s behavior or put him in positions of leadership 
while he was living in rebellion. How was this an 
appropriate response to a rebellious child?

Life Response
Read or play this song:
“I Want to Be Just Like You”, by Phillips, Craig and Dean

He climbs in my lap for a goodnight hug
He calls me Dad and I call him Bub
With his faded old pillow and a bear named Pooh
He snuggles up close and says, “I want to be like you”
I tuck him in bed and I kiss him goodnight
Trippin’ over the toys as I turn out the light
And I whisper a prayer that someday he’ll see
He’s got a father in God ’cause he’s seen Jesus in me
*chorus:
Lord, I want to be just like You
’Cause he wants to be just like me

I want to be a holy example
For his innocent eyes to see
Help me be a living Bible, Lord
That my little boy can read
I want to be just like You
’Cause he wants to be like me
*Got to admit I’ve got so far to go
Make so many mistakes and I’m sure that You know
Sometimes it seems no matter how hard I try
With all the pressures in life I just can’t get it all right
But I’m trying so hard to learn from the best
Being patient and kind, filled with Your tenderness
’Cause I know that he’ll learn from the things that he sees
And the Jesus he finds will be the Jesus in me
*chorus
*Right now from where he stands I may seem mighty tall
But it’s only ‘cause I’m learning from the best Father of 
them all
*Lord, I want to be just like You
’Cause he wants to be just like me
I want to be a holy example
For his innocent eyes to see
Help me be a living Bible, Lord
That my little boy can read
Lord I want to be just like You
’Cause he wants to be like me
*Lord I want to be just like you
cause he wants to be like meee ya
Discuss the following questions:
1. How is this song different from “The Cat’s in the 

Cradle?”
2. How can we show a holy example to our children?
3. How can we encourage our children to be all that they 

can be in Christ, even going beyond what they see in 
their parents?

Questions for Thinkers
1. Who were Eli’s sons, and what office did they hold? 

(1 Sam. 1:3)
2. What sin did they commit that they should be called 

“sons of Belial,” i.e., wicked men? (2:12-17.)
3. On this account, what prophecy did the Lord give Eli 

concerning his sons? (27:34.) See 4:11 for fulfillment.
4. In 2:35 the Lord said, “I will raise me up a faithful 

priest.” Who was the one to fulfill this?
5. In 3:1-10, where Samuel is called, what did the Lord tell 

Samuel concerning the house of Eli? (v. 11-14.)
6. How did Eli take it when it was made known to him?
7. Samuel was brought up in Eli’s house as were Eli’s sons. 

Why was Samuel called to the position they lost? 
Truths to Emphasize
1. God holds leaders accountable for disciplining their 

children.
2. Parents set the example for their children.



Lesson 9      July 29, 2012
Last of the Judges
1 Samuel 8:1-9, 19-22
To Know: that human governments fail
To Respond: by giving God His glory.
Life Need
“Every country has the government it deserves.” – French 
philosopher Joseph de Maistre. Ask your students whether 
they agree or disagree with that statement, and to explain 
why.
Read the Lesson Background.
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text, and the Study of the Text, and discuss 
it with Questions for Thinkers.
Bible Application
Read the Young People’s Class.
Discuss the following questions:
1. The author says that human nature always seeks a lower 

level. Do you agree or disagree? Why?
2. If you agree with the above statement, what should be 

our attitude toward human government and 
achievement? If you disagree, how do we encourage 
people to seek a higher level?

Life Response
Read the Practical Application. The author concludes with 
the statement, “Those nations which persecute the Jews 
cannot prosper.” What can we as Christians do about that? 

These lessons were written as World War II moved toward 
its close. Victory for the Allied forces had already been 
declared in Europe, and Japan would soon fall. How do you 
think that affected the outlook of Christians at that time? 
What is different today? How can we as Christians give a 
godly message to today’s world?
Questions for Thinkers
1. “Samuel judged Israel” – what does that mean?
2. Read 1 Samuel 7:16-17. How is Samuel like a circuit 

judge?
3. When Samuel became enfeebled with age, what 

provision did he make for judging the people?
4. What kind of judges did his sons make? 
5. What was the result of this ill-government upon the 

people?
6. What did Samuel do before answering their request for a 

king?
7. What was the Lord’s answer?
8. What warning did the people get in 1 Samuel 8:10-18?
9. What answer did they make to the warning?
10.  With what words did the Lord grant their request?
11.  Read Hosea 13:11. How does the prophet sum up the 

matter? 
Truths to Emphasize
1. Human governments will fail.
2. Even Israel would not be governed as God intended.

Lesson 10      August 5, 2012
A Kingdom is Founded
1 Samuel 10:17-25; Matthew 20:20-23
To Know: that God uses different standards than men in 
choosing the leaders in His kingdom.
To Respond: by preparing ourselves to be kings and priests 
in the Kingdom of God.
Life Need
Read the first paragraph under “Selecting a President” on 
page 49. The author describes what he thinks the people of 
the United States were looking for in a president as WWII 
ended. What are people looking for today in a president?
Read the Lesson Background.
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and the Study of the Text, and discuss 
the Questions for Thinkers. 
Bible Application
Read A Study of the Subject. The author, writing in 1945, 
expects that “the earthly throne of the Lord is about to be 
established.” Ask, “Do we still have that expectation?”
Ask, “How is the Kingdom of God different from earthly 
kingdoms?” “How did John and James misunderstand the 
nature of Christ’s kingdom?”

Life Response
Read “Rulers for God’s Kingdom”. Discuss the following 
questions:
1. What do you think of the idea that we are in training to 

be “kings and priests” (Rev. 5:10) in the Kingdom of 
God?

2. How can we train today to rule in the Kingdom of God?
3. Many modern translations of the Bible translate 

Revelation 5:10 differently than the KJV of the Golden 
Text, such as the New International Version: “You have 
made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
and they will reign on the earth.” Does this give a 
different sense of the verse? How could this verse have a 
present-day fulfillment as well as a future fulfillment?

Questions for Thinkers
1. Recalling our last lesson, what change in government 

had Israel insisted upon?
2. What was their reasoning for this change?
3. Relate the story of the lost asses in 1 Samuel 9.
4. Show the course God took in selecting a king for them.
5. What people did Israel most fear at the time they 

considered the selection of a king urgent? (1 Sam. 13.)



Lesson 11      August 12, 2012
The Virtue of Obedience
1 Samuel 15:16-28
To Know: we must obey God’s laws.
To Respond: by living a life of obedience.

Life Need
Ask your class, “When you think of Saul, the first king of 
Israel, what do you think of?”

Read the Lesson Background.

Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text and the Study of the Text, and discuss 
the Questions for Thinkers.

Bible Application
Read A Study of the Subject. Discuss the following 
questions:
1. What do you think of the idea that “Righteousness is 

imputed only to the obedient”?
2. How often do you associate your blessings with your 

obedience?

Read the Young People’s Class section. Discuss the 
following questions:
1. The author said that God didn’t treat similar sins as 

severely. Why do you think Saul’s punishment was so 
severe?

2. How is our obedience indicative of our commitment to       
 God?

Life Response
Read Practical Applications. Discuss the following 
questions:
1. How are the rich young ruler and Saul alike? How are 

they different?

2. How does 1 John 3:22-23 sum up all of the 
commandments for Christians? How is this different 
from keeping the Ten Commandments? Are there any 
other laws which Christians should keep that aren’t 
included in believing in Jesus and loving one another?

3. What could people substitute for “believing in Jesus and 
loving one another” that might seem to be good but is 
not what God wants from us?

4. What does it mean to “believe in Jesus” and how does 
this fulfill the command of God?

5. In what ways can we show our love to one another?
Questions for Thinkers
1. During the journey in the wilderness over 500 years 

before the text of our lesson, Israel fought Amalek. Read 
the account in Exodus 17:8-16, noting verse 16.

2. Read 1 Samuel 15:2-3 and note that the Lord does not 
forget. 

3. What command did the Lord give concerning the people 
of Amalek? (v. 3.) 

4. By comparing verse three with verses eight and nine, 
discover wherein the command of the Lord was 
disobeyed.

5. What did Samuel do as a result of Saul’s disobedience? 
(v. 11.)

6. What justification did Saul offer for his disobedience?
7. How did Saul try to cover his sin with a religious cloak?
8. Did Saul acknowledge his sin?
9. Did Saul repent?

Truths to Emphasize
1. To obey is better than sacrifice.
2. God’s commandment for Christians is that we believe on 

the name of His son, Jesus Christ, and love one another.



Lesson 12      August 19, 2012
David’s Sin
2 Samuel 12:1-8, 13-14
To Know: God requires repentance from us after sin.
To Respond: by repenting of every sin.
Life Need
Ask your class: “Do you find it harder to withstand 
temptation when things are going well for you?”
Read the Lesson Background.
Ask your class: “Have you seen bad events in your life as 
retribution for your actions?”
You might also have your class consider, as they read the 
lesson, in what ways their Christian position differs from 
that of David pre-Christ and in what ways their situations 
are the same.
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text with the Study of the Text, and discuss 
the Questions for Thinkers.
Ask your class whether they agree with the author that 
Nathan was telling a parable.
Before class you might ask someone to compare Nathan’s 
story for David with the event recorded in 
1 Kings 20:38-43, where another prophet tells King Ahab a 
story – clearly meaning to deceive him. That story was 
based on Ahab’s failure to act against Ben-Hadad, king of 
Aram (Syria), in a way similar to Saul’s failure in 
1 Samuel 15 with King Agag of the Amalekites.

Bible Application
Note for your class that the lesson text uses the death of a 
pet as an analogy for the death of a human, and David then 
speaks against his own serious sins. Have the students try to 
visualize ways they have better recognized their own sins 
by putting a situation in new terms. Has it helped simply to 
try looking at things from someone else’s perspective?
Read the section A Study of the Subject. Ask your class: “Is 
it normal for you, when you sin, to confess to another 
Christian? If that is a rare choice for you, what motivates 
you to do so?”

Read the section Young People’s Class. Ask: “Looking at 
the comments in the lesson about two attitudes we can have 
after being justly rebuked, do you ever find yourself having 
to consciously choose to respond well to rebuke?”

Read the section Practical Applications. Ask your class to 
consider Psalm 51, written from David’s godly sorrow, and 
to then guess at what kind of Psalm Judas could have 
written from his worldly sorrow. Ask “How well can a 
person who refuses to accept God’s forgiveness offer God 
praise?”
Life Response
David was, at least at times, a man after God’s heart, but 
also did awful things. The lesson describes his problem 
partly as temptation that came with success. But it seems 
that part of the problem was basic selfishness. Ask your 
class: “When we are looking at a situation only from our 
own perspective, how can we break from that?” List ideas 
your class suggests, and ask them to consider which ideas 
they already use, and which they want to use in the future. 
Below are some possibilities.
Building good habits of conduct.
Maintaining accountability to others on a regular basis.
Setting aside a daily time for talking with, and reaffirming a 
right relationship with, God.
Questions for Thinkers
For a study of David’s sin 2 Samuel 11 must be read.
1. Relate Nathan’s parable to David.
2. Why did David become angry upon hearing the parable?
3. When David assumed the role of judge, how did this 

apply Matthew 7:1-5?
4. What reasoning did Nathan use to bring David to 

repentance for his sin?
5. What was the result of David’s repentance?
6. Study Paul’s thoughts on repentance in 2 Corinthians 

7:8-10, and note the two kinds of sorrow.
7. From a study of Psalm 51, by David, what kind of 

repentance did David have?
8. Compare David, in his judgment of the man in Nathan’s 

story, to Paul’s statement from Romans 2:1.

Truths to Emphasize
1. True repentance involves godly sorrow, it doesn’t 

paralyze us from action, it encourages us to act for good
2. Even after we sin badly we are able to move forward and 

serve God



Lesson 13      August 26, 2012
David’s Last Words
2 Samuel 23:1-7; Romans 6:16-23
To Know: that God rejects sin.
To Respond: trust God’s mercy which frees us from sin.
Life Need
Heinrich Heine was a Christian and poet. He died in 1856 
and one version of his last words has him say of God “Why, 
of course, he will forgive me; that’s his business.” Ask your 
class what they think of that statement. Among the issues 
they might consider is whether it was meant seriously; 
whether it is accurate to picture a Christian’s forgiveness as 
future; whether it is realistic to treat forgiveness as God’s 
job (one might argue that it is a job God has gone to lengths 
to give Himself).
We put a special weight on last words, including in the 
Bible. Ask your class what reasons they can offer for this to 
be so.
Bible Learning
Read the Lesson Text with the Study of the Text, and discuss 
the Questions for Thinkers.
You might ask your students whether they think it was early 
in David’s life or late when he received from God the 
message in 2 Samuel 23:3-4: “He that ruleth over men must 
be just, ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be as the 
light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning 
without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the 
earth by clear shining after rain.” Was this meant to guide 
him, or reprove him?

David knew he had not met the standard of verses 3 4, but 
he spoke bluntly in verses 6-7 of others as sinners who were 
not simply worse than David but who were in a totally 
different state of mind. Ask your students whether David 
was more at peace with God than they are / sometimes are, 
although we have a greater knowledge of Jesus.

Ask your students how they have perceived their own roles 
as Christians, in the terms Romans 6 portrays. Do they 
consider that they have “obeyed from the heart” and been 

“freed from sin” to serve God, or are they hampered by 
thoughts of their own weaknesses and failings?
Some comments in the lesson depend on distinguishing 
between being sinless from never having sinned, and being 
without sin by virtue of having been forgiven. 

Bible Application
Read A Study of the Subject. Have a student look up 
Jeremiah 31:34 and read it aloud. Ask your students what 
they think about that verse.
Read the section Practical Applications. The wages of sin is 
death. Ask your class whether, if the wages of sin is death, 
there is a place for feelings of guilt in our lives if we are 
desiring not to have death.
Read Young People’s Class. Ask your class whether they 
have done a good job of setting aside problems from the 
past? If not, do they believe that they should? Have they 
made it their job to not forgive, to balance out God?
Life Response
Ask your students to take some time in quiet prayer 
considering the last words of David and the words of Paul 
in Romans, and what they mean for them individually.
Questions for Thinkers
1. Why are “last words” regarded as important?
2. In what sense was David “raised up on high”? 

(1 Sam. 23:1)
3. What did the God of Israel tell David? (v. 3-4)
4. Did David claim to have fulfilled the ideal of a good 

ruler? (v. 5)
5. David referred to the everlasting covenant made with 

him. What do you find in that covenant, in 
2 Samuel 7:10-16?

6. Why did God make David’s house not to grow?
7. Who of David’s house will be the “just” one ruling in the 

fear of God? (Acts 2:30)
8. Apply Matthew 13:41-42 to the “sons of Belial” in 

2 Samuel 23:6-7.

Truths to Emphasize
1. God cannot tolerate sin
2. God removes sin from us so we can be with Him


