Unit 7—Rahab and the Spies
Middle Eastern
Espionage
By: Daniel Smead

Text
Joshua 2:1-24

Key Quest Verse
“When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone‟s courage failed because of you, for the L ORD your
God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.” Joshua 2:11

Bible Background
This section is broken into four parts with bold headings. The most pertinent information for this
lesson is in the first section. Some details given here may chiefly be useful for questions your students might raise; feel free to skim at least the final three sections just to be aware of what is offered there.
The basic story at this point
This lesson‟s Bible story occurs in the time of transition for the Hebrews from their 40 years of
wandering to their settling into the Promised Land (in fact, all five of this unit‟s lessons which
relate to Joshua come from a very narrow timeframe). In a casual attempt to recall the events
which lead into the conquest of the land many details may easily slip the memory. One such detail is that the spies were sent to Jericho before the people had crossed the Jordan. Our likely
mental chronology is “the forty years were finished, Moses died and Joshua began to lead, the
Hebrews crossed the Jordan and attacked Jericho,” but a number of other things were going on.
Even while Moses led the people, east of the Jordan River, two of their most noted victories
came when they defeated the Amorite kings Sihon and Og. Those battles actually began the conquest of land for God‟s people, though it is not always pictured that way. Part of what confuses
our mental chronology is the fact that Exodus, Leviticus and Deuteronomy give us overlapping
sequences of events, sometimes retelling stories and providing additional details.
The Hebrews were soon to cross the Jordan and face the Amorites again, so Joshua sent two spies
to check out the land, particularly the nearby Amorite city of Jericho. It is hard to say how the
Amorites interacted prior to the arrival of the Hebrews with mutual defense, etc.; they don‟t
seem to have had an overall government. Perhaps they lacked a prominent enemy to unite them,
but the defeats of Sihon and Og put the Amorites to the west of the Jordan on guard and on edge.
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Bible Background cont.
Joshua had established his credentials as a leader over a long period. He was Moses‟ aide all
through the time of wandering, “since youth” (Num. 11:28). Even in the first year of the trip he
served as a military leader, fighting the Amalekites (Ex. 17:9). While the people were worshipping a gold calf at the base of Sinai Joshua was off waiting for Moses‟ return, and thus was not
involved in that sin (Ex. 24:13; 32:17). He was a leader in the Ephraimite tribe, and one of the 12
spies originally sent out by Moses (one representative from each tribe and half-tribe, excluding
Levi) when the people turned back from Kadesh Barnea (Num. 13:2, 3, 8). Because the people
had joined with ten of the spies in their lack of faith they were required to wander for 40 years,
giving time for the adults to die – those who had been over 20 years old, except Joshua and his
fellow-spy Caleb of the tribe of Judah. So Joshua was not only experienced as a leader, he was
almost the only likely candidate to be Moses‟ successor.
In setting the parameters for the spy trip in today‟s text Joshua probably relied on information
which he had gained in the earlier mission. We might wonder if Joshua‟s choice to send only two
spies emerged from the fact that only two of the original spies had a positive report (so who
needed to have more than two anyway?). This trip also was more focused than that earlier one,
which took 40 days (a figure to be commemorated with the number of years spent in the wilderness; Num. 14:34) and brought back a report on a very big area: “Amalek is living in the land of
the Negev and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill country, and
the Canaanites are living by the sea and by the side of the Jordan” (Num. 13:29).
Sihon and Og
By the time 38 years had passed since the rejection of God‟s leading at Kadesh Barnea the original disobedient adults had died. It seems this complete removal of that group was a prerequisite
to the people beginning to take Amorite lands, because at this point God directed the people to
approach Sihon‟s territory (Deut. 2:14-18). God was beginning to put “terror and fear of [the Hebrews] on all the nations under heaven” (Deut. 2:25, and see below).
The situation with Sihon is similar in several respects to what happened regarding Pharaoh in the
exodus. Moses made a peaceful request, asking Sihon for permission to pass through his land to
the Jordan (included was an offer to pay for food and water). God predicted that a fight would
ensue, and indeed Sihon chose to attack and was defeated. God hardened the ruler‟s heart to
guarantee a conflict (Deut. 2:30). Og‟s defeat came shortly after, and doesn‟t get much comment
on its own. It is indicated that Og was a giant, one of the last of the Rephaim (Deut. 3:11; cp.
Josh. 12:4). The Amorites seem to have been described as a tall people, but whether this was
truly meant as a general distinction or referred only to a few among them is not clear. .
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Bible Background cont.
The Rephaim were apparently one of several groups descended from Nephilim who were known
for being large.
The defeats of Sihon and Og stood out in public perception, and they are pointed back to more
than later events of Joshua‟s time (even if those events involved miracles). Perhaps the victories
east of the Jordan got more attention because they began the campaign against the Amorites, and
because they were used by God to instill fear in the western groups (such fear was predicted in
Deut. 2:25, and is then mentioned in both Josh. 2:10, with Jericho, and 9:10 with Gibeon). Perhaps
the frequent mention of these events in later times came from their being more tied to Moses, and
the exodus period, than the later battles of Joshua (Psalm 135:11; 136:19, 20; place Sihon and Og
in the context of the exodus).
For the story of Sihon see Numbers 21:21ff.; Deuteronomy 2:24ff.
For Og, see Deuteronomy 3:1-11; Numbers 21:33-35.
What is the land of promise?
The land of promise was described in several passages, beginning with Abraham to whom the
promise was made (Gen. 15:18-21 is one example; Gen. 17:8 provides a seemingly contrasting
one). In some depictions the area was to stretch all the way to the Euphrates on the east and to the
Mediterranean Sea on the west, so one might suppose that crossing the Jordan would not be necessary to be in the land of promise. But in other cases God pictured the land as a much smaller area,
called “the land of Canaan” or described in terms of various nations who lived in it (Deut. 7:1 lists
the „big seven‟ nations of Joshua‟s time). In the texts of Deuteronomy and Joshua both the descriptions are used. One interesting example appears when Moses was about to die. He was told that he
would not enter the land by crossing the Jordan, but that he could look at it from a mountain top.
When he looked at it he looked north, south, west and east – suggesting that he was looking at territory on his side of the Jordan as part of the land (Deut. 3:27, 28).
Because of the defeats of Sihon and Og the soon-to-be nation of the Hebrews had found itself with
territory available east of the Jordan. The tribes of Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Manasseh
requested permission to settle their families and flocks in this area. Permission was granted, provided that the fighting force of those tribes cross the river with the rest of the people and participate in the taking of the lands there (Num. 32:16-22). In this context it still was those western
lands which were described as the land God promised, leaving out Sihon‟s and Og‟s territory
(Num. 34:12 says Jordan was part of the eastern boundary of the land).
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Bible Background cont.
Chronology Issues
When did the conquest start? Though God made Amorite land available to the people prior to the
crossing of the Jordan, it was that river crossing which completed the 40 years of wandering and
was the official entry into the land. We are not given clear timeframes for all events but the people did not reach Kadesh Barnea, where they turned back, until about a year after they left Egypt.
They had spent months at Mount Sinai (also called Mount Horeb), including eighty days Moses
was on the mountain with God. It seems that God‟s declaration of a 40 year period was not to be
„forty more years,‟ but referred to the entire trip from Egypt. (For some chronological references,
in sequence, see Num. 33:3; Exod. 19:1; Num. 33:38; Deut. 1:3; 34:8; Josh. 4:19.)
When did the conquest end? It may be true that the Hebrews remained in conflict with their
neighbors off-and-on for some years, but the timing for the “end” of the initial conquest period is
made evident by when the soldiers from east of Jordan went home to their families (this is described in Josh. 22; apparently it took place after about six years in the land, compare Josh. 14:7,
10, 15). Although it might be considered that the overall job was not complete, God had said several times that the nations would not all immediately be pushed out. The problem was that this
would empty more area than was needed at the time, and the land would go fallow. Instead they
were to clear enough space for the number of people they had, and tribes were assigned regions
for their further expansion. Over centuries the boundaries were pushed out, until the time of
David and Solomon when the nation was the largest it got. But the conquest never reached the
limits even of the description of the land which restricted it to the west side of the Jordan; for example the northern border was to have included the city of Sidon, on the coast. This general notion that the land promises have yet to be fulfilled is a key element of the discussion of the promised land as subsumed within the Kingdom of God, and pushed into the future.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know: God prepares the way for those who serve the Lord, in more ways than we expect.
Feel:

A strong trust in the preparations made for Jesus‟ servants.

Do:

Step out in faith, trusting in God‟s plans for us.

Leader’s Devotion
The text in our Bible story reads virtually as a comedy. It is only days until the Hebrew people
are to cross the Jordan river and enter the land God had promised. Joshua had aided Moses for
about 40 years, and has just been ordained as Moses‟ successor. He takes it as his role to plan
ahead, and sends two spies to check out the lay of the land, particularly the city of Jericho. In
Jericho the spies apparently are identified right away, and are trapped. But the investigators pursuing them are steered off the trail by an unexpected ally, apparently a woman from within a
group they are coming to remove from the land – one of the Amorites, who are considered so
wicked that God wants them wiped out.
This woman, Rahab, says that everyone around knows about what has been going on, like the
crossing of the Red Sea and the Hebrews‟ military successes across the Jordan. (The English
text calls her a prostitute, but it has been suggested that the passage ought to say “innkeeper.” In
any case, the text makes no application of her title, whatever it properly should be.) Her report
to the spies about the people‟s fear of the Hebrews saves them the trouble of further investigations, and her help saves them from capture. She also demonstrates a strong faith in the Hebrews‟ God, whom she describes as “God in heaven above and on the earth below” (v. 11) and
before she helps the spies to escape she extracts an oath from them in the name of the L ORD to
spare her and her family because of her kindness to them.
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Leader’s Devotion cont.
The spies are not the really active people in this story, they spend most of their time hiding on
a roof, and then go to hide in the hills for three days. When they do report to Joshua they basically quote Rahab, as though she had prophesied God‟s will for them.
Joshua was trying to prepare the way for the nation in the land. But what makes this whole
story seem particularly absurd is the fact that Joshua sent spies to check out a particular city,
and God was going to flatten its walls. Joshua must not have known the plan, for what was
there to check on in Jericho that would matter to God‟s battle plan?
Though it doesn‟t seem like God called for these spies to be sent out, this opportunity was not
wasted. God prepared a way for the spies to remain safe, prepared a way for these events to
encourage Joshua and the people by a positive report, and prepared a way to save Rahab and
her family (perhaps, like Lot, the most righteous example in a wicked city) from destruction,
and used Rahab to bring her descendant King David, and later Jesus, into the world.
Joshua‟s plans were for the short term, but God works on long scale projects all the time. The
spies may well have wondered about God‟s help when they first were pinned down on the
roof of a building in a fortified city, but by the end of the story it should have been clear to
them that God was keeping up with events across the river before they ever got their feet wet.
We need to learn to accept God‟s long scale plans as well. Set about to deal with whatever is
put in front of you, like your students this week, while trusting God to see where things are
going to wind up in the future.
Here is a prayer to consider this week: “God of plans, who understands the future and arranges even tiny details for Your own purposes, please allow me to place my trust in Your
intentions. Let me serve Your will in what I do with my students, and in all the ways that I
lead my life. As I seek to walk on the path of discipleship with Jesus, please guide my steps.
Amen.”

Unit 7-TA-A-6

Unit 7—Rahab and the Spies

Option A
002
Materials: None; optional: perform a web search at www.cia.gov/cia/dst/index.html or
www.cia.gov/cia/information/artifacts/index.htm (The information there is related to the Central
Intelligence Agency‟s Directorate of Science and Technology, which has an online museum of
spying technology examples – included is a robotic catfish.)
Procedure: This opening idea builds on your students‟ familiarity with fictional spy stories.
Maybe they watch spy / secret agent stories on television (She Spies, Kim Possible, Totally Spies,
or one of many other such programs), or have seen spy-themed movies, or read spy-themed
books (the Mrs. Pollifax series, for example). Try to stick with the fantastical view of espionage
represented in many James Bond films and other stories of that sort. In particular we are interested in what “normally” is pictured as happening when the spy seeks the assistance of a member
of the opposite sex from the “other side.” Ask the students how this situation might play out in a
story. (Likely ideas: the spy romances the villain‟s minion, causing that person to switch sides;
sometimes the person involved is caught and killed, allowing the spy to seek to avenge them in
the big finish of the story, but sometimes they escape and testify, defect, etc.; sometimes the
“turning” of a person from a different nation involves promises of a more comfortable life or
greater freedoms in the spy‟s home nation.)
In today’s Bible story two spies hide out in a woman’s home in an enemy city, and she protects them without their having made any promises to her or establishing a lengthy relationship with her. On her own she requested that the spies rescue her, and she offered what
sounds like a propaganda speech about how her own city is doomed. But she doesn’t just
arrange to save her own skin, before she allows the spies to escape she gets an agreement to
gain her entire family’s safety. This is a much different route than a lot of fictional spy stories would offer us, but of course it’s a true story. Let’s check it out.
intentions, particularly God’s plans for us.

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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OPTIONAL PROCEDURE
Ignore the discussion above about what we would expect from a spy story (or incorporate aspects of it), and use the web sites listed as options in the Materials section to have a discussion
emphasizing how espionage works in our age of electronic eavesdropping, satellite surveillance,
computer background checks, etc. The discussion on this subject could include the comment
that as inventive as humans have been in imitating God‟s creation it is really God who is the
most inventive, having developed all of the elements of our world which scientists, authors, and
artists work with. This ties back to the theme that God has prepared more things to meet our
needs than we can even recognize. Having invited students to consider some of these issues
bring in today‟s story, saying: In today’s story we learn about how two Hebrew spies used
fairly unsophisticated efforts to get some information. If they had been left on their own
they probably would have failed big time. But their plan wasn’t the only one in play; God
brought far larger plans and efforts to bear on their behalf.
In this option, conclude by saying: People put a lot of effort into attempting to duplicate or
modify what the Lord made to be good in the first place. We need to learn how to put our
trust in God’s designs and intentions, particularly God’s plans for us

Option B
Strangers In Town
Materials: None
Procedure: Ask your students if they have ever felt out-of-place, perhaps as strangers in a town
or a new school. Invite discussion of what makes people uncomfortable when they are a stranger.
(Perhaps they don‟t know who people are, so they are self-conscious and questioning how those
people are thinking about them; perhaps they miss the things they are used to; maybe a feeling of
not “knowing what they are supposed to do.”) Also invite discussion of what makes a stranger
stand out. (Things like their appearance, not knowing the local customs or locations of things,
having to ask about names, or just the fact that maybe “everybody knows everybody else” in the
new place except for them.)
Go on to ask your students if they ever found or made a friend somewhere they had felt like a
stranger. If so, how did that affect their efforts to learn about this new place?
Tell your students: In our story today we will be meeting with some people who must have
felt very uncomfortable as strangers in a new place. They were two Hebrew men who had
grown up in the wilderness between Egypt and the promised land, and now they were trying to ―blend‖ while in a whole city of Amorites, a people so evil that God wanted them
wiped out. They ended up meeting a friend they never expected, which made a big difference to them.
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles
Joshua 2:1-24 (NIV)
Begin by having your class read the Bible story. It is suggested that they read the story aloud.
Perhaps have just a couple of the students read, one taking the narration and another taking the
dialogue, or you could have them trade off verses.
You have options for discussing the Bible story. After the story has been read, you could introduce the points in the discussion below simply by reading that section to the class. You could
start with a discussion of the students‟ ideas about the text (inviting comments, and perhaps asking questions to lead into different areas of the topic) and only raise some points they do not
bring up. Or if you do read this information aloud, you still can follow up with a student-led discussion on the group‟s further ideas about the text.
If you choose not to use the text suggested below, possible questions to use with students would
include: “What do you remember about the events that lead up to the people going into the promised land?”; “This Bible passage talks about spies going into what would become Israel – an earlier spy mission didn‟t go very well, do you remember what happened then?”; “Do you think that
God wanted these spies sent?”; “Does it seem like the spies had a good plan in place for fulfilling
their assignment?”; “What do you find interesting about how Rahab behaved?”; “What kind of
report did the spies end up making to Joshua?”
[Note: in the Bible Background you have information on Sihon and Og, the borders and character
of the land of promise, and some chronology issues which are not repeated here. Please refer to
that section as you wish to add details to this lesson discussion or to address questions that arise.]
Let’s consider some context for our story. When Joshua sent these spies across the Jordan
the time for the Hebrews to remain in the wilderness was almost finished, it was just a few
days before they expected to go into the land. You may remember that when the people
first had arrived at the edge of God’s promised land twelve spies were chosen to go in. [At
this point you might have the students refresh their memories by singing the chorus about the 12
spies, “Twelve Men Went to Canaan Land.” Or you could refer to Numbers 13 in relaying this
part of the story. Don‟t be confused by the absence of Levi from the list of tribes sending spies.
Levi is treated as a tribe in some contexts but it is not addressed here, perhaps because its members were not expected to fight in the coming battles.] .

Unit 7-TA-A-9

Unit 7—Rahab and the Spies

Bible Story cont.
They looked around for 40 days and then returned to the camp; ten of them brought back a
negative report about the land. Not that they actually said anything bad about the land,
they just claimed that the people who lived in it were too big and strong to be defeated. The
Hebrew people accepted that idea, and their refusal to do what God said based on the results of a 40 day reconnoiter resulted in the idea of wandering for 40 years. Joshua was one
of the two spies who encouraged the people to trust God (along with Caleb), and he survived the journey to take over leadership from Moses just before our story. It seems like
Joshua was trying to think ahead, so one of his first acts as leader was to send a couple of
guys to look over the land before everyone else went too, to get up-to-date information.
We might wonder if God appreciated Joshua’s choice in sending these spies. It’s not like
there was a good track record for this kind of thing. Of course Joshua only sent two spies,
and when it says he sent them ―secretly‖ that may mean he didn’t even tell the rest of the
Hebrews what he was doing. Maybe he was trying to avoid a replay of the problems Moses
experienced.
By human standards this reconnaissance effort had big problems. Word of the Hebrews’
arrival at the border had already reached Jericho and the surrounding cities. Maybe they
were watching for strangers in their territory, or maybe the Hebrews gave themselves away
as new to the area. In any case they were noticed on the night they arrived in Jericho. They
had no plan for escape, brought no back up, and would not have assumed they had any allies in Jericho. But God had prepared the way for them, by means of Rahab.
Rahab stands out as an example in Old Testament times of someone who was a foreigner to God’s
promises but who really wanted a chance to join with the children of Abraham. She believed that
God had allowed the people to cross through the Red Sea. She trusted that God had helped them in
the years since, including with their recent victories over King Sihon and King Og while Moses was
still alive.
Rahab was even aware of God’s special name, which had been revealed to Moses at the burning
bush. In today’s text Rahab refers to God by that name four times (it appears in our text as L ORD),
she even called for the spies to swear a promise by that name. She seems to know a lot about the Hebrew people. But apparently so did many other people in her area. God had promised that the way
would be prepared for the Jews, and that the nations they needed to conquer were going to be
afraid of them even before they arrived.
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Bible Story cont.
You may have noticed what the spies said when they made it back to Joshua and the Hebrew people. We don’t know what they had intended to report back on, but their espionage effort didn’t end
up being very comprehensive. Still, they could have spoken about the efficiency or hostility of Jericho’s soldiers, or its famous walls, or the narrowness of their escape. But about the only information
they provide, or needed to provide, is what Rahab said to them regarding the people’s fear and her
own conviction that God was giving the land to the Hebrews. God not only prepared the way to
keep them safe, but God also provided them with an encouraging message to deliver as the people
were about to have their second chance to enter the land of promise.
Further notes on the Bible text, in case some of this information would be useful in your class time:
In verse one we read of the location “Shittim,” this word means “acacia trees” and was the place roughly
opposite Jericho where the tribes were waiting to cross Jordan. It was in the former territory of King Sihon.
It has been suggested that the word translated “prostitute” comes from the root for “to provide.” Your Bible may have a note that says “an innkeeper” because this verse is often thought to be meaning „one who
provides food and lodgings.‟ That translation would make sense of why the spies were in her residence to
begin with. We also have James 2:25 which says “even Rahab the prostitute” was considered righteous for
her behavior in helping the spies. For James the emphasis was on her identity as someone outside the
community under Law, not her profession (James‟ previous example was Abraham, whose faith was necessarily acted on without the Law because it preceded it chronologically). James‟ Greek mirrors the language used by the Septuagint to translate the earlier Hebrew phrase.
Verse six: The flax would have been drying in the sun on the flat roof.
Verse sixteen: When Rahab advised the spies on where to conceal themselves probably she was referring
to a limestone ridge full of caves near Jericho. They may have needed to flee only a mile to find their hiding place, but of course they had first needed to avoid the guards and safely leave the city.
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Trustworthy Information
RESEARCH
Materials: Worksheet “Finding the Way”; pencils; Bibles (NIV preferred).

Quest Connection
When the two Hebrew spies were caught inside Jericho they were supposed to be collecting
information on the city. It’s pretty common for armies to check on enemy forces’ plans,
troop strength and location. But God already knew everything that was needed before the
spies ever crossed Jordan. God was able to provide the Hebrews with all the help they
would need for the victory, just as God always can provide us with all that we need.
Procedure: Distribute the worksheet and other materials, and read the following to your students: Some of the verse references on the worksheet are to sections of the Bible which discuss the theme of espionage, or otherwise keeping secrets or hiding. Other texts address
people being captured by their enemies or getting killed. Look up verses to locate a safe
path for the spies from the gate to Rahab’s house. Have students trace their paths with pencils
rather than pens, as they may need to backtrack after discovering a “guard” within the city. They
can pass right through any verse about spying, even if the spy described in the verse was not engaged in their activity for God. Context is not the issue here.

Close
If you need information it is good to look to God. We should remember that God is aware
of everything we need to know, and ask for God’s guidance. God has some plans for us
that we aren’t yet fully aware of, and also has plans that everyone should be able to understand today. We can learn more about both God’s general plans for Christians by
studying the Bible and participating in worship. We can also learn more about God’s
more specific plans for us, particularly through prayer and using the gifts our Lord has
given us. It is worth it to serve the Lord in the best, most appropriate ways that you can
serve, so try to find out where your abilities can take you by learning from someone who
really knows you, God.
Start with:
Judges 1:22-24
Matthew 2:7
2 Chronicles 22:11, 12
Judges 18:14
Numbers 21:32
1 Chronicles 19:3
s 3:11

1 Samuel 20:18-23
2 King 6:8-12 (optional)
Ezekiel 28:3
Luke 20:19,20,26
Job 4:12
2 Samuel 15:32-36
Jeremiah 38:16
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Hornets To Prepare The Way
Materials: The worksheet “Advance Force”; construction paper or card stock
(at least yellow and black); scissors; markers; glue or tape or stapler; writing utensils; Bibles; optional: pipe cleaners (preferably black)

Quest Connection
God prepared the way for the people to enter the land in a number of ways. One is that
God drove some of the people of the area away from their fields at the right time of year for
food to have been planted but not yet collected. That made food available for harvest when
the Hebrews crossed into the land. These people were driven away by hornets. It almost
sounds like the premise of a 1950s science fiction movie, that people would leave their
homes because of a hornet invasion. But God promised this would happen, and God did it.
Procedure: Distribute the worksheet and other necessary equipment for the activity. While
things are getting set up have your students check out these passages: Exodus 23:27-30; Deuteronomy 7:17-23; and Joshua 24:12, 13. Then help your students to construct their own hornets,
with Bible verses on them about God‟s advance preparation for those who will serve. While they
work you can ask them: How would you react to an invasion of hornets? How much would it
take to drive their family away from their home?
The end of the Hebrews’ journey mirrored the start of the Exodus in several ways. The
hornets are one. Remember that God prepared the way for the Hebrews to leave Egypt
through the use of plagues. Several of those involved a big increase of some creature that
normally lived in the area – there were frogs, flies, and gnats. Little things can become
overwhelming irritations.
You could tell your students that some people think “hornet” was used by God as a metaphor for
Egypt, and that the reference was to Egypt having softened up the area with its own attacks (the
hieroglyph for Egypt looked like a hornet).
Joshua 24:12 refers to the hornet as having driven out the two Amorite kings east of the Jordan.
If that was related certainly it wasn‟t the whole story. That helps some people conclude that hornets were being used as symbols of God‟s intervention in general.
For the purposes of this exercise, however, we don‟t need to worry about when real hornets were
meant and when they were not. If you want to learn more about hornets Studylight.org has an
entry on the hornet which summarizes matters simply.

Close
What are some ways that God prepares the way for people today? Go around the class offering thanks to God for particular things God has done to prepare the way for your students. Close
with prayer.
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In Disguise
ARTS AND CRAFTS
Materials: The worksheet “Disguises”; writing instruments; pens; markers; crayons; optional:
yarn and glue for hair.

Quest Connection
The spies in today’s story did not want anyone to know who they were, where they were
from, or why they were in Jericho. Obviously they were not successful in those goals, but
they probably tried to conceal their true identities. In this activity we are going to consider
ways people might attempt to do so.
Procedure: What are some ways that the spies could have tried to disguise themselves in
Jericho? (Maybe they pretended to be from somewhere else; they may have kept to themselves
and not talked much; maybe they made a point of claiming to be there visiting a relative.) What
might have given them away? (Their accents, or their lack of knowledge about the area? Maybe
they asked too many questions while trying to collect information.) Distribute the worksheet and
writing instruments. Say: This worksheet shows us two men who will represent the spies to
us, but we won’t be worrying about what kind of sandals people wore in Jericho. Dress up
your spies to conceal themselves today. The list at the bottom of the page gives some suggestions for elements of their disguises. As your students start to work offer the suggestion that the
spies could have separated themselves so they wouldn‟t stick out as much, so their spies don‟t
need to look alike. Or perhaps they will set up their spies to go together in some way, like one
being the other‟s servant. Another possibility is for the spies to do things no one would expect
one of God‟s servants to do, like perhaps visit the house of a prostitute. Give the students time to
think of that on their own as they work on this project, but these spies could have disguised themselves as the priests of some idol, or as pork vendors, or in various other weird ways.
When your students have completed their work, ask some of them to “model” their spies for the
class. Then raise the following issues: Do Christians ever try to conceal who they are? (Yes,
unfortunately.) Why? (Sometimes to fit in with people who aren‟t believers, or who don‟t act
like it. Sometimes to avoid persecution.) What are ways that believers conceal who they are?
(Foul language, coarse joking, not mentioning Christ positively.) What things are supposed to
reveal people to be Christians? (Many answers may be offered, but the big one should be that
we show our love. We forgive, we care, and we do it for Jesus.)

Close
We are blessed with the opportunity to be part of God’s family. Maybe sometimes we don’t
think of our families as a blessing, but that is all the more reason for us to think about the
good things that accompany such close relationships and try to maintain them in our lives.
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Close
The words in these messages may not seem like the kind of thing people would need to
write in a cipher to hide, but they are important reminders. The same God who kept the
spies safe in Jericho is watching out for you today. It only makes sense for us to be careful
to love God, and to give God respect and faithfulness.

Unit 7-TA-A-15

Unit 7—Rahab and the Spies

The Outsider

Materials: None

Quest Connection
This lesson will try to help your students think about what Rahab experienced in her desire to be
saved and join with the Hebrews. This will then tie to their own feelings about belonging as a
believer.
Procedure: Tell your students: Try picturing someone who greatly desires to be part of a
group but does not meet the entrance requirements. How will that person feel? (Isolated;
sad; maybe desperate to change so they can fit in.) What things provide people with a sense of
―belonging‖? What things oppose that feeling? (Normally you feel that you belong if others
who you perceive as “in” accept you as “in” too.)
What if the group a person wants to join is going to experience great things, and because
this person is not ―in‖ they will miss out on all of that? (Again, they would feel bad, maybe
they would even decide the situation wasn‟t fair.) What if the person was going to die because
they weren’t ―in‖? (This ups the ante, and really makes people want to think about fairness.)
If when your class has discussed this scenario the students haven‟t already made the connection,
point out the following: Today we studied the situation of a person who expected to die soon,
Rahab. She thought she would die for exactly the reasons we were just discussing, she didn’t fit in, and she wasn’t part of the extended family of Abraham to whom God’s promises
went. But she found a way for her to live that she never could have expected. From the way
we normally read the Bible passage it seems that two men walked right in and asked to stay
at her house, and they were in a position to save her life just as she risked her life to save
theirs.
How excited do you think Rahab was at this point? (Very, probably.) What kinds of changes
was Rahab going to have to make after being rescued from Jericho? (Worshipping the one
God, living somewhere else, losing her past identity within the Amorite people but hopefully
gaining a new identity with the Hebrew people.)
Was it disloyal of Rahab to turn from her city? (Maybe we could describe her actions as disloyalty, but loyalty to sin isn‟t a reasonable way to go; she wasn‟t in a position to arrange safety
for the city, in fact we don‟t know if there was anyone else in Jericho who would have accepted
the offer, knowing it would mean giving up so much of how they had lived in the past; maybe
God sent the spies to her similarly to the angels who met Lot in Sodom because he was so different from the norm in that city.)
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Rahab wasn’t really alone. For one thing she wasn’t the only person in the Old Testament to show up with a desire to learn more about the Lord, and end up serving alongside God’s people and become part of the nation. Even when they first left Egypt a multitude went with them, joining in the Exodus (Ex. 12:38). (You could also mention Ruth,
Uriah the Hittite, the African queen who met with Solomon, etc.)
Take some time to think about where your loyalty is. Do you feel more like an outsider
around sinfulness? Or in the church worshipping? (Your students should understand that it
is not uncommon for people to feel like outsiders in a lot of situations, at different times and to
different extents. But we need to be able to recognize where our real loyalty is, and what that
calls for in our lives.) Have you found friends who help you be a friend in serving Jesus?
Are you acting as a friend to others, to help them feel that they are ―in‖ when they are
showing their love for Christ? Rahab went out of her way to save her family – one person’s choice can have great effects when you are serving God’s plans.
We don’t normally think of it as being very hard to join the church compared to becoming part of Israel, but it can appear difficult. Some people don’t think of themselves as
acceptable to God. They need an invitation before they are ready to take the steps necessary to become Christ’s disciples.

Close
Think about the people you know. Is there anyone who you think of as an outsider? How
about people who you think perceive themselves that way? What could you do to make
them aware that there is a family they can join that includes Jesus? Accept suggestions.
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Family of God
GAME
Materials: The worksheet “The Family of God”

Quest Connection
The wandering people in the wilderness was a family. Yes, they were broken up among
tribes, but they were united by more things than what divided them. In today’s story Rahab
got the opportunity to join them in that extended family. She became a part of God’s people. We are God’s people, and it is important for us to remember that even today that
means being in a family – not just if you have blood relatives in the next pew on Sundays,
but because we are connected by the blood of Christ.
Procedure: This puzzle will remind your students about different aspects of the family of God.
In the time of Joshua each tribe was treated as one big family. And all of the tribes were related
to everyone else in the nation somewhere along their family tree. That is somewhat similar to the
way that local congregations interconnect with other congregations in the body of Christ. Some
of the words listed at the bottom of the page relate to physical family members, others relate to
how we interact as a family, others relate more specifically to our relationships within the church
today. When your class has finished the puzzle go to the closing.

Close
We are blessed with the opportunity to be part of God’s family. Maybe sometimes we don’t
think of our families as a blessing, but that is all the more reason for us to think about the
good things that accompany such close relationships and try to maintain them in our lives.
Close with a prayer for families, and for your local congregation.
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Secret Communications

Materials: The worksheet “Ciphering”; writing utensils

Quest Connection
Rahab was told by the spies to hang a red cord out the window of her house, as a hidden
signal so that they would be able to locate her again. Spies have used secret forms of communication for a long time. Some of these have been pretty low-tech: at one point people
wrote messages on the shaved heads of messengers (who may not even have known what
was written there) so they could carry them through enemy territory. It took so long to
travel that their hair grew back before they arrived, concealing the message. Nowadays
things can be really high-tech. Modern ciphers can require the use of computers to crack a
message.
Procedure: Hand out copies of the worksheet to your students and explain: We are going to
translate a message with some instructions of a kind that Joshua might have given to his
appointed spies before they left to check out Jericho. These words could have been sent in
Joshua’s time, but they have meaning for us as well. The messages on your worksheet use
some of the letters from the real Hebrew alphabet. It isn’t written in the Hebrew language,
it is more a substitution cipher where one letter stands for another. But the Hebrew letters
have been used to match with the sounds they actually represent in Hebrew. Also, they will
need to be read from the right to the left just like the Hebrew language is read. When you
translate the sounds you will not end up with a message in perfect English. For one thing in
Old Testament times there were no written letters for most of the vowels in Hebrew. (If
your students are interested in learning more about Hebrew, you might explain that it isn‟t certain
when the written form of Hebrew we are using here developed but it is believed that the Hebrew
alphabet is based on earlier Middle Eastern characters. Centuries after the time of Jesus Jewish
scholars inserted vowels into the written form of the Hebrew scriptures to make it easier to remember how to pronounce the words. They were very concerned about not changing the scriptures, so they added the vowels as combinations of dots above and below the original letters.
You may need to help your students with the messages. When they are done reveal to them the
scriptural citations for these messages, and let them read some of the context to those messages.

Close
The words in these messages may not seem like the kind of thing people would need to write
in a cipher to hide, but they are important reminders. The same God who kept the spies
safe in Jericho is watching out for you today. It only makes sense for us to be careful to love
God, and to give God respect and faithfulness.
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AUNT
BROTHER
CARE
CARING
CHERISH
CHILD
CHRIST
CHRISTIANS
COMFORT
COMPASSION
DEACON
ELDER
FAMILY

FATHER
FELLOWSHIP
FRIEND
GOD
GOODNESS
HAPPINESS
HAPPY
HEAR
HELP
JOY
KINDNESS
LOVE
MOTHER

PASTOR
PRAY
PRAYER
PREACH
REJOICE
SHARING BURDENS
SISTER
SPECIAL
TEACH
TEACHER
TENDER
UNCLE
WORSHIP

Teenage

Teenage

My Journal
Joshua 2:11: “When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone‟s courage
failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the
earth below.”
Do I live as a person who believes that my God is God in heaven above and on the
earth below? Do my actions demonstrate that I believe this? Do they show that I
think there is the need for a response to my God (maybe not terror, but a real reaction)?

Teenage

DISGUISES

Hat
Gloves
Sunglasses
Scarves
Mustache
Beard
Overcoat
Elevator Boots
Tuxedo
Workman‟s uniform

Local team‟s sports jersey
Colored contacts
Shaven head
Henna tattoos
Jewelry
Grimace
Nose job
Dog on leash
Fake accent
Blind man‟s cane

Beggar‟s alms cup
Crutches
Wild hair
Gold teeth
No teeth
Body Piercing
Pipe/cigar/cigarettes
Body odor
ID badge
Briefcase

Teenage

Advance Force
When the Hebrews were driven from Kadesh Barnea their attackers are described as having
chased them like a swarm of bees (Deut. 1:44). Perhaps the image of hornets driving the
Amorites away was intended by God as a symbolic reversal of this earlier failure.
Hornets are the largest members of the wasp family, with a sting more painful than that of a
bee (because it uses an extra chemical which acts to irritate the nerves). Really the hornet
sting is about as dangerous as a bee sting. People tend to fear hornets more because of their
size and how loud they are when flying. They generally only sting people if they are interfering with the nest (if people get within 6 to 9 feet of it they are more likely to have a problem). Their stinger does not pull free when they use it (as a bee‟s does) so they can sting
multiple times. They only give part of their total poison load each time they sting, so each
sting is just as bad as the first. Hornets are actually considered to be good for an area, ecologically. Their main food is other insects, and approximately 90% of their insect diet is flies.
Hornet queens locate a place for their nests in May, and the nests get to full-size by midAugust or mid-September, only having between 400 and 700 residents (compare that to a
fully developed bee hive, which is likely to have 50,000 bees). The nest dies by about the
start of November. The queens hibernate in winter, and many don‟t survive. There is no continuity of a nest from year to year.
Hornets generally are more rounded and squat than other wasps. Their wings are reddishorange, and the back section of their body is striped brown and orange.
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