Unit 3—Kingdom on Earth
My Kingdom Home
By: Kenneth Howe

Text
Genesis 1:1, 14-19; Revelation 21:22-27

Key Quest Verse
“But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the
home of righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).

Bible Background
Jesus is coming, and when He does, He will usher in a new heaven, a new earth, (Revelation
21:1) and a new age in which time will no longer matter. Eternity cannot be measured by our
simplistic manmade clocks and calendars. The Kingdom of God will be on earth, but it will not
be bound by the earthly laws of science and time that we now know. “The old order of things
has passed away” (Revelation 21:4).
The Kingdom of God will be more glorious than our human minds can even imagine. Christ will
rule as King of Kings, because He is the Son of God. All believers will dwell with Him on this
new earth, which will be purified and transformed into a perfect utopia.
What will it be like? There will be peace; “Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will
they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4). Handicaps will be eliminated; “Then will the eyes of
the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and
the mute tongue shout for joy” (Isaiah 35:5-6). There will be no sadness; “He will wipe every
tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain” (Revelation
21:4). The sun and moon will be outdated! “The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine
on it, for the glory of God gives it light and the Lamb is its lamp” (Revelation 21:23).
These are but a few of the highlights of what the Kingdom of God will be like when Christ establishes His Kingdom on earth. It will definitely be worth waiting for!
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know:

The perfectness of the new world capitol.

Feel:

How marvelous it is that we are given the opportunity to share in this perfected
earth.

Do:

Be watchful for Jesus’ coming; our eternal welfare depends on our daily living
today.

Leader’s Devotion
“You could be led blindfolded into the place and know exactly where you were. The acrid
smells, the unceasing moans and desperate cries for help, the sadness written into every wrinkle
of nearly every face. Most nursing facilities are the same. Some convalescent home buildings
are more ornate than others, but the hearts of the facilities are usually alike – broken. One day I
was walking down a narrow hallway in the nursing home where my mother-in-law resides. On
one side, in a wheelchair, up against the wall, was a lady whose eyes were closed and whose face
was contorted into a living (dying) portrait of agony. Against the opposite wall was another lady
who was staring at her pain-mate, empathic tears running down over the time-lines in her own
face. All I could think about was my inability to ease their sorrow. I suspect you yourself have
experienced many of those breathtaking emotional heart attacks. All I could do was thank God
for the divine vision that one day all suffering will cease.” . . .The author
As you meditate on your promised place in God’s Kingdom, of what aspects of your mortal experience will you be most glad to be rid?
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Option A
MOVIE PREVIEWS
Materials: A movie poster or posters (or a recorded movie trailer or preview if your class has
access to the necessary equipment – “The Lord of the Rings” would be one good example because it focuses on a returning King and His Kingdom)
Procedure: Shepherding your students’ thoughts:
1. Why do movie companies put up posters and show ―previews of coming attractions?‖
2. How do you suppose they choose what scenes to include in a trailer?
3. What things do you look for in a movie poster or preview that makes you want to see, or
not see, the film?
Our Bible Story today includes a wonderful preview of a ―new earth.‖ We can use our
imaginations to fill in the details and take note of all of the things we discover that make us
want to exclaim to everyone we know, ―I can't wait to see that!‖
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
WHAT TIME IS IT?
Materials: Possibilities: (1) Clocks and watches of different designs from your home; (2) From
your local library, a book(s) about the history of clocks; (3) Computer: Virtual clock museum at
www.nawcc.org/museum/museum.htm. Recommended: An alarm clock, clock face worksheets,
writing utensils
Procedure: If you’ve brought an alarm clock, manually initiate the alarm at the start of class.
Review one of the visual aids mentioned under “materials.” Shepherding your students’
thoughts:
As you can see, we have all sorts of ways to measure time. Measuring time is one way of
bringing order to our world. In fact, most of our life activities are dictated by clocks or
watches. Can you think of any other ways mankind has kept track of time throughout history? (Calendars, sundials, students planners, etc.)
When God finally establishes His wonderful, everlasting Kingdom on earth and we don’t
have to worry about clocks and calendars anymore, the one phrase that we can shout out
and mean it for all eternity is: ―Time’s up!‖
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles
BIBLE STORY FOR OPTION A:
READ: Revelation 21:1-7 (Also review Key Quest Verse)
DO: The word-search worksheet for words from the text
It says in our lesson that the first earth, the earth we live on now, will have ―passed away‖
for all eternity, replaced by a spanking-new world. In the Greek language, from which our
New Testaments are translated, the phrase ―passed away‖ can also mean passed by, gone
by. It would be sort of like having unwelcome, nasty relatives drop in unexpectedly and
end up staying for three weeks, making your life miserable all the while. Your cousin
Bunny gets your bed and you have to sleep on an air mattress in the garage. What a relief
to see them finally load up and drive off! ―Bye, bye! It was nice having you! Love ya,
Bunny! Come again in fifteen or twenty years!‖ They came, they gave new meaning to the
word ―chaos,‖ they left. Or, imagine it this way: You've just finished the first paragraph of
a paper for a school class. You read through it and just know that ―this stinks! If I mess
this paper up, Ms. Wobbles will give me an F for sure.‖ You select the entire paragraph,
hit the delete button, and make a fresh start. The point is that everything that causes hurt
and harm in this world that we know now WILL BE GONE. It will have passed away,
gone by, left our lives forever. Imagine never having to be depressed again, or afraid again,
or frustrated again. Imagine never getting the flu, or warts, or cancer. Think of the best
feeling you've ever had, and imagine the new earth being filled with emotions infinitely
greater than your ―best ever‖ feeling. Think of all the ways the beauty and resources of our
world are wasted. Our new earth home will be forever lovely, free from war and crime and
poverty and devastation and destruction of all sorts. But, it will be filled with and filled
with joy and peace and love and beauty. This is what ―he who overcomes will inherit‖
(verse 7). No more crime, cruelty, accidents or disease. Praise God!
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Bible Story
Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles
BIBLE STORY FOR OPTION B:
READ: Genesis 1:1, 14-19 and Revelation 21:22-27
DO: On the clock face worksheets, have the students write down as many phrases as they can
think of with the word “time” in them
It’s hard for us to imagine what it will be like in the Kingdom without time influencing our
lives. We’re so used to saying things like, ―can I do my homework later?‖ or ―school's out
in two weeks!‖ or ―Happy Birthday, Mom!‖ or ―we could have won that stupid game if
we’d had one more minute!‖ Our place on God’s new earth and in His everlasting Kingdom will be time-free. We’ll still be able to move from one place to another – we just won’t
have to worry about how long it’s going to take to get where we’re going. Can you imagine
being able to travel from one place to another in an instant, like Jesus appearing to His disciples from out of nowhere while they were in a closed room? Wow! Also, there will be no
concerns over deadlines (like getting that research paper handed in on time). Even the final
―deadline‖ of death will be extinct.
The Bible verses from Genesis speak about God creating our earth and moons and stars
and planets, and setting them all in motion so that we can measure our time. The Revelation text reveals that in our eternal future, as we celebrate eternal life in the presence of
God Almighty and His Son, Jesus Christ, there will be no need for such lights. The implication is that God Himself will be our light source. It'll be like living INSIDE a rainbow.
Imagine it! And, the need to keep track of time will have been forgotten. Admit it, wouldn’t you like to just toss away your school planners forever?
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The Pollution Solution
GROUP WORK
Materials: Construction paper, tape, scissors, health or gardening magazines (any magazine
showing healthy people, animals and plants will do), worksheet with skulls/crossbones

Quest Connection
The title of this activity is ―The Pollution Solution,‖ so what do you suppose the skulls represent? What about the drum-shaped container? When used without restraint and wisdom, chemicals can be very harmful to our environment and our health. What are some
other ways we humans pollute our life-space besides chemicals?
At the time John received his wonderful vision of a new earth, he didn’t have to worry
much about the pollution of land and water. We do. When we envision a new earth, we
can imagine a place where our air, land and water resources are pollution-free for all eternity. So, what do you think the magazine pictures represent?
Procedure: Cut out the squares with the skulls. (If you don’t want to take time for the students
to do this, you can cut them out ahead of time.) Let each student pick out a color of construction
paper and tape one skull/crossbones on the center of the paper (which is in landscape position).
Then have each student cut out a few positive pictures from the magazines and tape the pictures
on the paper around the skull. Roll the paper up into a cylinder with the skull on the outside.
Tape where the edges meet to form the completed cylinder. Set the cylinders on end. If you
want the entire class to work as a group, you can use one large poster board instead of individual
construction paper.

Close
Until the ―great day‖ when our ―new‖ earth is created, we can do our best not to add to the
earth’s pollution problems. This shows God our appreciation for His Creation, and our
will to live on an eternal earth where everything is beautiful.
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Weapons Into Wonders
BRAINSTORMING
Materials: “What on earth caused this?” worksheet, writing utensils, educational or video(s) or
books showing devastation caused by war, current newspapers with articles concerning wars or
rumor of wars, small poster board (1 for each student), scissors, tape or glue

Quest Connection
Why do you suppose we fight wars? (See James 4:1-3 for example.) What kinds of things do
wars destroy? (Human life, animal life, plants, buildings, families, peace of mind, faith.) We
become so used to hearing about some kind of war someplace in the world, that it becomes
difficult sometimes to imagine a world without wars. Yet, this is exactly what the Bible
promises will be – a war-free earth. No more of the devastation caused by nation fighting
nation! No more sorrowing for loved ones killed or injured in battle! No more military
bases! No more war planes flying overhead or bombs being dropped or missiles fired! No
more threat of nuclear war or chemical or biological terrorism! And, even though we will
never know a time of absolute world peace in this life, we can still have PEACE OF MIND,
because of these wonderful promises.
Procedure: Distribute worksheets. What are some things that could have caused the kind of
destruction shown in this old photo? (The photo is of a train depot destroyed by Sherman's
army during the American Civil War as they were leaving Atlanta.) Read together Isaiah 2:1-5.
Have the students go through the newspapers and cut out headlines or portions of articles that
have to do with current conflicts; tape these items to one side of the poster board. On the backs
of the posters have the students draw a picture of something symbolizing an earth free from war
(let them use their imaginations here; their responses should be interesting). If time permits,
have them share their drawings.

Close
Our Key Quest text promises a new earth filled with righteousness. Everything will be
right, in other words. The weapons of man will have been transformed into the wonders of
living in the presence of our kind Creator and His Son, Jesus Christ, our Prince of Peace.
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When 911 is Done
GROUP DISCUSSION
Materials: Turtle worksheet, symbols of “helping” professions (either pictures or the actual
items: doctors, nurses, veterinarians, firefighters, police officers, EMT’s, ministers, etc. If you
have a friend or a member of your congregation who is in one of these professions, you could
have her/him come in and speak a little about the work they do)

Quest Connection
We’re promised that in God’s Kingdom there will be no more sadness, pain, sickness,
death. No more zits, so no more dermatologists. No more allergies, so no more allergists.
No more torn ACL’s, so no more knee surgeons. No more heart attacks, so no more heart
surgeons. No more crooked teeth, no more dentists. No more death, no more morticians.
No more any of the items that these professionals use to carry on their jobs – skin ointments, antihistamines, scalpels, braces, caskets. Anything and everything that hurts us now
will have been eliminated on God’s new earth.
Procedure: Begin by getting the class to list, on the turtle worksheet, jobs where people “stick
their necks out” for others (people, animals). Then show the collected symbols one by one (or
introduce guest professional). These items are symbols of people in helping professions.
Each of your parents (or you) has a job that helps someone in some way. Share with us how
your parents' jobs (or yours) help others. (You can find something “helpful” in just about any
job.) Finish this section by having the students list on the backs of their worksheets jobs that
won’t be needed any longer in God’s Kingdom. Share some of these.

Close
Consider your own life. What negative things that you (or your family, friends) have experienced lately will not exist is God’s Kingdom. Think of the relief you will feel when the
stress inducers of this life will be forever finished.
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You’re Beautiful, Man!
MUSIC
Materials: Music CD “Long Line of Leavers” by Caedmon’s Call, wedding planner worksheets,
writing utensils, computer website for wedding planning (there are many) or a wedding planning
book or magazine

Quest Connection
Brides and grooms prepare for their wedding because it’s a very special event in a person’s
life. They want to be the best they can be and have the wedding ceremony be the best it can
be, because they are trying to create a happy memory. And, God will give us the best He
has to give when He establishes His Kingdom and grants us a home there. New Jerusalem,
the heart, the ―capitol city‖ of the new earth is described as a beautiful bride, because it will
be a place of unparalleled, pure, unimaginable beauty. (See Revelation 21: 9-21.) As we
look at the earth we live on now, we are used to seeing beautiful things decay and lose their
beauty. Even a lovely bride will eventually grow old and wrinkly. Even YOU will grow old
and wrinkly. (Yuck!) But, on God's new earth, beauty will never fade. (Woo-hoo!)
Procedure: Read together Revelation 21:2. How is New Jerusalem described in this verse?
How does a new bride look that would cause John to use this colorful description? From the
music CD, play the song “Prepare Ye the Way.” Give each student a worksheet and have them
list ways couples prepare for weddings. (This will be hard for some, because they’ve never had
to think about such a thing before.) Take a look at the wedding website, (or the book or magazine) paying special attention to ads and articles on how to prepare for a wedding. Then have
them list ways we can prepare for God’s Kingdom on His new earth.

Close
You’re beautiful, man. It’s going to be an awesome experience to live on an earth where
every person, every city, every tree and flower, every animal is truly, perfectly beautiful.
And, the most wondrous thing of all will be that, in God’s Kingdom, every heart will be
beautiful as well.
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My Finals Are Finished
OBJECT LESSON
Materials: Worksheet with crosses, scissors, paper punch, yarn, writing utensils, magazines
showing ads for expensive items

Quest Connection
Life is sort of like a final exam. We want to get it right so we can pass the course. Getting
it right means, first of all, realizing that God loves us greatly and that we are VERY precious in His sight. Then we must realize that the ―price tag‖ God has placed around our
necks is in the shape of a cross – Jesus died so we, His precious children, could live and
have a place in God’s everlasting Kingdom on earth. (Review Revelation 21:7 together.)
The person who overcomes is the person who accepts Jesus as Master and Savior. We have
put aside the bad thoughts, words, actions so that we can do the same kind of good that Jesus did. It makes sense! If God sees us wanting to do good and actually doing good in this
life, He can also see us living in His Kingdom, a place where doing good will be the norm.
Procedure: In advance, cut out a worksheet cross for each student. Also, cut the yarn in lengths
long enough to make a necklace to fit over a student’s head. Begin this section by having the students go through magazines and find a couple of pictures of expensive items and sharing what
they find. In our world, how do we most often decide how much something is worth? (By
how much money it costs, etc.) What are some other ways beside monetary value we can
evaluate worth? (See the “Fruits of the Spirit” in Galatians 5:16-26.) Give each student a paper
cross and have them punch a hole in the top. Thread the yarn into the hole and tie up the loose
ends. This cross is a price tag for you to hang around your neck. Write on the tag an
amount you think you’re worth to God. (This should be difficult.) If you’re having trouble,
simply write JOHN 3:16 on the tag. What does John 3:16 tell us about our worth to God?
(We are, in effect, priceless.)

Close
Your finals are over. You’ve passed the test. When you finally see Jesus face-to-face in
eternity, He will put His arm around you, hug you gently, and say, ―Well done, good and
faithful servant; well done (put your name here)!‖
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When Death Dies
PUZZLE
Materials: Books or videos about how various cultures deal with death (rituals, beliefs, etc.),
worksheet with verse puzzle, envelopes, a roll of gauze, printed or video material about mummies
(another possibility: Access on the web “Death Rituals in Greece and Rome” at
www.bampfa.berkely.edu/exhibits/greek/death.html or “Mummies of Ancient Egypt” at
www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/mummy/)

Quest Connection
Just think of all of the movies or TV shows you’ve seen where someone has been murdered,
or been killed in an accident, or has died from a disease. Too many programs today tend to
glorify violence, destruction and death. God, however, has always glorified LIFE! We are
promised that one day we will possess a forever-alive body. Death itself will have died.
We’ll never again have to go to someone’s funeral – ever. All of the crying and emotional
pain and sense of loss will have ended. What great news!
Procedure: In advance, cut the puzzles (however many you need) into pieces along drawn lines.
Put the cut puzzle pieces into envelopes (one for each student). Begin this section by asking for a
volunteer. Have the student fold his/her arms across the chest and, starting from the head, wrap
the gauze around the person (simulating a mummy “look”). Unwrap the volunteer. Discuss the
material you’ve chosen on death rituals or mummies. Most of you have been to a funeral.
What are some ways we ritualize death in our community and country? In other words,
what were some of the things you heard and saw at the mortuary? Read John 19:38-42.
How did they prepare Jesus’ body for burial? What’s different about Jesus’ preparation
and the way morticians do things today? Read 1 Corinthians 15:35ff. On God’s restored
earth, what will our resurrection bodies be like? Have students put together their puzzles of 1
John 3:3.

Close
Imagine what it will be like when your eternal-life toes first touch the new earth. No worries about bee stings or snake bites or splinters or stubbed pinkies. You’ll take your first
baby steps across this re-created land as you step forward to meet your Savior. His eternal
hand will take yours and welcome you into the Kingdom. So, the next time you walk barefoot, remember the promise: NO MORE DEATH. Talk about something to look forward
to.
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Whenever something happens in your own life that shows what the new
earth Kingdom will NOT be like, write it down. Go back to your list
frequently to remind yourself of the wonderful promises of the good life
in God’s kingdom on His new earth.
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
“But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a
new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness”
(2 Peter 3:13).
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