Unit 1 - MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE

Text
Genesis 3; Deuteronomy 5:32; 1 John 3:7; Revelation 22:2 & 3

Key Quest Verse
“It is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him” (Deuteronomy 13:4).

Bible Background
The scriptures are filled with examples of those who rejected and accepted God. The
third chapter of the book of Genesis shows us the first person to reject Him, Eve. We
see what having the choice between good and evil really means. This is the first time
that Eve is faced with deceit (you will not surely die - Genesis 3:4). This deceit
comes through the crafty serpent. They are led to sin. The sin was disobedience to
God. The knowledge of good and evil seized them and they became ashamed of
their nakedness (verse 7). The Hebrew words for crafty and naked are almost identical. This account of Genesis 3 is often referred to as the Fall of Man. Other authors
in the New Testament also refer to the events of Genesis 3. Paul, the apostle, uses
this story as a warning and a guide for behavior in 2 Corinthians 11:3 and 1 Timothy
2:14. It is interesting to note that the tree of life (Genesis 3:22) mentioned in Genesis
chapters 2 & 3 is also present in the future Kingdom of God, as described in Revelation 22:2, 14. The tree is mentioned in Christ‟s stern warning to avoid changing
God‟s scriptures. It states, “And if anyone takes words away from this book of
prophecy, God will take away from him his share in the tree of life and in the holy
city, which are described in this book” (Revelation 22:19). In Revelation 2:7, the
right to eat from the tree of life is given to those who overcome as a reward in the
paradise of God. The word paradise was originally a Persian word for a pleasure garden. We see that the scripture brings us full circle. We are brought back to a state in
which God and man are restored to the perfect fellowship that existed before sin entered the world.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know:

The decisions we make should please.

Feel:

Trust that God‟s Word will provide guidance for the decisions that
they make in their lives.

Do:

Make the right decisions by praying before acting, learning and applying the Bible to their daily lives.

Leader’s Devotion
Do you ever look back over your life and see the wonderful way that God has directed you? I am often amazed at God‟s leading in my life. I think about my past. If
I had not chosen to attend a school in another state, I would have never met the large
number of Christian friends that have made a huge impact on my life. If I had not
decided to attend that Invitational years ago, I would have never entered youth work.
If I would have said “no” to that Camp Director who asked me to teach my first
class, I may have never become a teacher. I would have missed so many wonderful
blessings, but God did lead me to say “yes” to those important decisions. The lowest
times in my life have been the times that I have tried to live on my own without looking to God for direction. What a mistake to think that I could do anything of eternal
value without Him. He is our advisor, consultant and guide. I am also amazed at the
path that my Guide leads me on. It is not always easy going. In fact, there are many
times that I feel that I am in the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4). God
does not promise that the road to His Kingdom will be an easy path. It is a narrow
road and few find it, but He does promise that He will be with us if we follow Him
(Psalm 48:14). That is the true secret to it all - we need to decide to follow Him. He
gives direction for the decisions that we need to make. His word offers us guidance
and counsel. As teachers we want to impress on our students that God‟s Word is the
greatest guide for decision-making that we can possess. It tells us the way that we
should go and shows us the right choice. We should also remember the right choice
does not lead to immediate rewards. Remember that Joseph made the right decision
by resisting Potiphar‟s wife, but he was still put in prison. We must emphasize to
our students that sometimes making the right choice is not always the “easy” or the
“popular choice.” The right choice is right, because it is the way God wants us to
choose.
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Option A
Materials: Paper and pencils
Procedure: “There are so many choices that we make everyday. We have made several this morning and we did it without even thinking about it. We chose the time to
get up, what we would have for breakfast, what we wore, when we left for church,
we chose to bring our Bibles or to leave them at home – the list goes on and on.
Some of those choices were made for us by others. For example, in the choices we
made this morning, we mentioned that we chose the time to get up. But, in your family that choice may have been made for you. Maybe you are the first one to rise in
the morning or maybe someone else wakes you. Also think about what you had for
breakfast. Was it something that you like? Did you decide between cereals? What
clothes did you decide to wear? Maybe your choice of what you want to wear and
what your parents would want you to wear are different. Sometimes they decide that
another outfit might be better. Maybe a sibling helps you decide if your clothes
match. Or, maybe your parents decide that an outfit is not modest enough because it
was too tight or too short. Maybe you had a few discussions with your family that
didn‟t go real well. On the other hand, maybe you had a great day so far. Now we
have thought about the “real” day that you have had, let‟s think about the “perfect”
day. (Pass out paper and pencils.) Write down your idea of the perfect day for you.
When would you get up, what would you have for breakfast, what would you wear,
when would you leave for church? (Allow students time to write down their perfect
day.) Now share some of the things that you included in your perfect day. (Let students share their ideas.) Those things sound great, but let‟s look at what would be
involved to make a few of those things happen.
For instance, (write on the board) I want to sleep as late as I can so I will put down 9
a.m. I want to go to church, so I will put that down at 10 a.m. I love a big breakfast
from my favorite restaurant. Now that restaurant is 20 miles away, so I would have
to get to the restaurant and back to church. I need to allow 40 minutes travel time.
There might be a wait, so I need to add another 10 minutes. I would also have to
wait for the cooks to make my meal, so there are another 10 minutes. Let‟s see . . .
so I have to add another hour to my “getting ready time.” That means I have to wake
up earlier and that throws off my perfect wake-up time. (Take a few examples from
the students and think about their choices and what they would really have to do in
order to make them happen.) The decisions that we are mentioning are small decisions, but we need to learn to make good choices for BIG decisions, also.”
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Option B
Materials: A map of the area (try to get one from your state visitor or tourist bureaus
because they include attractions, sites, sightseeing tours, etc.), highlighter
Procedure: “This is a map of our state. Let‟s say that we are having a visitor who is
coming for a week to meet our class and visit our state. It will be the first time our
visitor has been in this area. We want to show this person the best part of our area
and (your state). Why do we like living here? What do we like the most about our
area? What attractions and tourist sites should we include? How far should we plan
to go? Could we go to other places in (your state) or should we stay in our local
area? We want them to experience the very best part of where we live and what is
special about our area. We want them to have a nice time and enjoy their stay.
(Write down your students responses and point out places of interest on the map as
the students mention them. You may want to include some of your own and be familiar with where they are located on the map. Your students will probably want to
know more about the imaginary guest – would they like amusement parks, zoos, museums, do they have children, etc., so play along.) Where should our tour start?
What is the best thing that we have mentioned so far? (Plan the imaginary trip, highlight spots on the map that you would visit, estimate the time involved in your sightseeing trips.) Let‟s say that I just received an e-mail from our guest and the trip has
been shortened to three days. Now what should we include? (Let the class respond.)
As you can see, there are a lot of decisions to make when you are planning something. You have to consider the amount of time you have and decide what is the
most important destination. All of the places may be good, but it really becomes difficult when we want to decide what is the best choice.
The most important choices that you make are moral choices. That is a choice between doing something right or wrong. We are going to discuss choices and making
the right decisions today. We know that the Bible gives us information about the
best choices. It also gives us examples of people throughout history who will experience the rewards of choosing to follow God and those who will experience the consequences of choosing not to follow Him.”
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
“We can only imagine how wonderful the Garden of Eden would have been. The
garden‟s designer was the Lord himself (Gen. 2:8). It had all kinds of trees that were
pleasing to the eye and were good for food (Gen. 2:9). A river watering the garden
flowed from Eden (Gen. 2:10). How peaceful it must have been to hear the sound of
water flowing through the garden? This was a place of beauty and tranquility prepared by God for the precious man and woman He had made. The two wanted for
nothing. As you know, Eve had a choice which was placed before her. She could
obey the words of God or she could listen to a lie. Let‟s open our Bibles to the book
of Genesis chapter 3 and read verses 1-5. (Read verses through 5.) Now Eve had to
make a choice. Would she follow God‟s direction, would she trust Him to know
what was best for her or would she believe the lie the serpent was telling her? Eve
should have walked away. She should have talked with God or Adam about the serpent‟s story. Unfortunately, she listened to the serpent. She wanted to believe she
would not die, and she wanted to be as important as God. Then Eve started to do
something, which leads to sin. Let‟s read verses 6-7. (Read verses.) Eve rationalized what she was doing – she wanted to make her sin seem right in her mind. She
thought the fruit looked good, and it would be good for food and it would give her
wisdom. She explained what she was about to do as being okay. Then we see
Adam‟s choice. He could have told Eve that she should stop and how this would
make God unhappy, but he didn‟t. Immediately, they realized the difference between
good and evil. They felt shame and tried to cover themselves. Let‟s see how God
deals with the situation in verses 8-12. (Read verses.) Here we have the first recorded incident of passing the blame. Adam blames Eve and Eve blames the serpent.
God deals with each of them individually in verses 13 through 19. Let‟s read those
verses. The bad choice of Adam and Eve would now put the world under a curse.
We still feel the effects of that curse today. It is such a sad passage of scripture as
God justly pronounces the curses on Adam and Eve, but God does not reject them.
Even in the middle of the curse on Eve, He gives her a wonderful promise that future
generations will follow. God will continue to work with human beings. Let‟s read
verses 20-24. God makes clothing for Adam and Eve showing He still cared for both
of them. What does this show you about God? Does it make you feel good to know
that He took care of Adam and Eve after they sinned and repented? Do you think He
will do this for you today? (Discuss the following passages: Acts 2:38 and Acts
3:19.) We see from our story today that sin has consequences. For Adam and Eve,
they were driven from their perfect home, they would have to work for food, and feel
pain. We need to look at our own lives and make sure we don‟t allow sin to keep us
from being the best Christians we can be. We want to completely follow God. We
need to learn what is in the Bible so we can make the choices that God wants us to
make. We should also ask God to give us wisdom, so we will make the best choices
in every area of life.”
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ARTS AND CRAFTS: Polymer clay should never be used as a container for food!

Tree of Life
Materials: Polymer clay (amount is determined by container size and amounts of
decorations), bowl, talcum powder, assorted simple tools (example – toothpicks),
rolling pins, use of an oven
Procedure: Have your students design a container formed from clay for your classroom. A simple way is to dust a bowl with talcum powder, shape the clay over the
bowl. The bowl will serve as your form for the clay. Leaves may be shaped out of
other pieces of clay or you can sculpt the leaves on the clay surface (toothpicks work
well for this). You can make shapes of apples or other fruit to decorate the bowl‟s
surface (roughen surfaces first to have better adherence). You may also press leaves
or other objects into the clay to form the shapes on its surface. Use toothpicks to
write the Quest Verse, Deuteronomy 13:4, on the container. If you use polymer
clay, it will stay workable until it is exposed to heat. Edges may be smoothed with
fingers prior to baking. Students may paint it with water-based liquid acrylic paint.
Remove clay gently from bowl. Bake at 275° F (l35° C.) for l5 minutes for smaller
pottery (2 oz.). For larger pottery with thicker walls, 4 oz., bake for 25 - 30 minutes.

Quest Connection
“We are going to make a Tree of Life container. We will make it out of clay. We
will leave it here in our classroom, and we can use it to hold our pencils (whatever
your class wants to keep in it). Every time we look at it we will be reminded that we
should make the right choice and follow God. He has promised us that if we do, we
will be allowed to eat from the tree of life in His Kingdom.”

Close
“It will be so wonderful in the Kingdom to be with each of you and to share the fruit
from the tree of life that Christ will give us. Let‟s make the right choice to always
follow God, because He is the only one who can give us eternal life.”
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FOOD: Check for food allergies!

Fruit Loops
Materials: Basket of fruit (a piece for each student) or the cereal Fruit Loops, Bibles
Procedure: “Let‟s enjoy our fruit now. What kind of fruit do you think will grown
on the tree of life?” You may also use the Fruit Loops to show your students the full
circle of God‟s plan for those who make the choice to serve Him. “Just as He offered
Adam and Eve the opportunity to be with Him, He wants to be in fellowship with
us.”

Quest Connection
“We learned about Eve being tempted and sinning by eating of the fruit from the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. There was also another tree in the garden of
Eden, the tree of life. This tree was created by God with a special purpose; to consume it gives you the ability to live forever. God made sure this tree would not be
eaten by man after he was in his sinful state. In fact, a cherubim was placed to guard
the tree. But this is not the last time we hear about the tree of life. We see it again in
Rev. 2:7, & 22:2, 14 & 19. Let‟s look at these verses.”

Close
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for offering us eternal life. Help us to make choices
that keep us following You. We love You so much and look forward to the day
when we are made perfect and will be with You in Your Kingdom. In Jesus‟ name
we pray, Amen.
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GAME: Let students think of additional items they might include.

What Is That?
Materials: 10 Items listed below, paper and pencils
Procedure: In this game students look at items and guess how they fit into the Bible
story for today. Let everyone write down 1 through 10 on their papers. Have them
write down what the item symbolizes in the story of the sin of Adam and Eve.
Item
What it symbolizes
1. A leaf- the fig leaves for clothes or the trees that grew in the garden.
2. A piece of fruit- the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the fruit of
the tree of life or any of the trees that were good for food in the garden of Eden.
3. A leather coat (or any leather clothing)- the garments of skin that God made for
Adam and Eve.
4. A container of dust- during the curse of punishment, man was told “for dust you
are and to dust you will return” or the curse given to the snake that he would “eat
dust all the days of your life.”
5. Man’s sandals- to symbolize when Adam and Eve heard the sound of the Lord
God as He was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, or the striking of the heel
by the serpent.
6. A garden tool- the curse of the ground causing man to toil with it, or the curse of
the ground bringing forth thorns and thistles, or that man had to work the ground.
7. A child’s sword or feather- to symbolize the cherubim and a flaming sword
flashing back and forth to guard the way to the tree of life.
8. Exit sign (you can make a homemade one with red letters on white paper)- when
the Lord banished/drove out man from the Garden of Eden.
9. A toy animal- to symbolize the serpent was cursed above all the livestock and
wild animals, or the serpent was more crafty than all the other wild animals
10. A compass or directional map arrow pointing East- to symbolize God placing
the cherubim on the east side of the Garden of Eden.
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Continued from page 8.

Quest Connection
“We are going to play „What is that?‟ When I show you an item, quietly write down
what you think it might symbolize from our Bible story today. I will show you ten
items. The object of the game is to guess correctly on as many items as possible.
Try to make a guess for each one.”

Close
“Let us never forget that we can always ask God for forgiveness. It is important that
we confess our sins to God. What are some ways that we can do to resist temptation
in our everyday lives?”
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CHRISTIAN LIVING: It is very important to always be sure teenagers understand how
the lesson applies to their daily lives!

Tune Out
Materials: Posterboard, markers, ad ideas (see below)
Procedure: “Write your own advertisement. Instead of selling the lies about cigarettes and alcohol, work as a class and design an advertisement that tells the truth
about cigarette and alcohol use. You could also design an ad that would promote
leading a life that is free of the bad effects of illegal drugs, alcohol abuse and cigarette smoking.”
(Teacher‟s note:You may want to promote Red Ribbon Week in your class and
church. It is a National Drug prevention program. It is held each year from Oct. 2331. This organization provides lots of ideas and activities in your participation. For
more information, visit www.RedRibbonWorks.org or call 1-800-732-4099.)
For more information on the effects of the media, visit www.aap.org/advocacy/
mmcamp.htm.

Quest Connection
“We hear a lot about the media these days. As you know, the media is any method
used to convey someone‟s ideas to others. Many of society‟s ideas and morals have
been influenced by what we see on television. Media also includes: movies, Internet,
advertising, magazines, radio, computer and video games, etc. Media can offer us
the opportunity to learn something new, see other places and learn about other people. We can hear news, watch sports events and it can entertain us. But, there are
many messages which are sent by media that are negative, non-Christian and can be
harmful.
One example would be the sexual messages being sent to us. So many music videos,
television shows and movies send the message that promiscuous sex is okay. Sometimes the message is, “it is ok if you really like the person.” Media tells us that sex
outside of marriage is normal, desirable and part of life. This is not what God says
about sex. He says that sex is ONLY something to be shared by a man and woman
whom are married.”
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Quest Connection
CONTINUED
“It is just like the story of Adam and Eve. God created this man and women who
would spend the rest of their lives together. In the New Testament, in the book of
Hebrews chapter 13, verse 4 we are told that, „Marriage should be honored by all,
and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually
immoral.‟ Adultery is having sex with someone other than our husband or wife. Being sexual immoral is having sexual relationships with anyone other than our
spouses. Why would God put limits on our sexual behavior? Because He loves us.
He knows that having sex outside of marriage is a sin, and it will disrupt and destroy
our relationships. He knows these actions can hurt us physically by spreading diseases or causing unintended pregnancy. He also knows these actions hurt our spiritual relationship with Him. The right choice should be waiting until we are married
and committing our lives to one person the way God intended it to be. Let‟s look at
another example of the message media sends us about the use of cigarettes and alcohol. Advertisers of these products want us to believe that by smoking and drinking a
person is sexy or cool and that “everyone does it.” These advertisers leave out the
negative information about their products. They can be addictive, cause cancer,
make you do stupid things, and destroy your health. They want you to buy their
products to make them wealthy. They don‟t care about your well-being. A lot of
teens buy into the messages these advertisers promote. This is why the three most
advertised cigarette brands are also the most popular ones smoked by teens. The
right choice would be to see through these advertisers schemes and avoid using substances which are harmful to our bodies.”

Close
“The Bible is God‟s Word. It gives us the right messages. We need to follow it and
not fall for the wrong messages which the media sometimes sends us.”

Teenage 1/11-E

Unit 1 - MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE
MUSIC: If possible, have someone play the song on the piano, keyboard or guitar.

Trust And Obey
Materials: Songbook (#450 in the Church Of God Hymnal, Psalms, Hymns, and
Spiritual Songs), photocopies of song or songbooks for each student
Procedure: “Let‟s look at a beautiful traditional hymn today. It is called “Trust and
Obey.” Let‟s read the first verse. (When we walk with the Lord in the light of His
Word, What a glory He sheds on our way! While we do His good will He abides
with us still, And with all who will trust and obey. Trust and obey, for there‟s no
other way to be happy in Jesus, But to trust and obey.)

Quest Connection
“When you sing a hymn or a praise chorus, do you ever really concentrate on the
words? This is a time we are really worshiping the Lord. We should be singing from
our hearts.”

Close
“This song describes us trusting Christ to know what is best for us. Christ was God‟s
representative and we should follow his example. We should trust God and Christ
and follow what the Bible teaches us. We saw what happened to Eve when she listened to the serpent instead of following God‟s instructions. Let‟s make the right
choice by DOING what God has told us to do in the Bible. Our Quest Verse says, „It
is the Lord your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.‟” (Deuteronomy 13:4).

Teenage 1/12-E

Unit 1 - MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE
GUEST QUEST: This is a great activity to help your students get to know other church
members.

Choices
Materials: Invite someone from your congregation who would like to share some
information about the important choices he/she has made in his/her life and why it is
important. Be sure to have them answer the questions below or other questions they
create before class. The more obscure the hints the more fun the game.
Procedure: Share the information you have gathered from your Mystery Guest.
(Have several hints from your mystery guest. You may use the ones below or make
up your own hints.)
1.

Our guest was born on _________________. (Give students an opportunity
to guess after each hint.)

2.

Our guest has ___________ siblings, _________ sisters and ________ brothers.

3.

In our guest‟s spare time, he/she enjoys _____(hobby)______.

4.

Our guest attended school at ________________________________.

5.

Our guest‟s mother/father and worked as a _______________________.

6.

Our guest was baptized on ________________.

7.

Our guest serves as ___(an area of ministry)___ here at the church.

Give hints until someone guesses the guest or you run out of hints and the students
have to give up. After introducing the guest, say, “we have been talking about making the right choice. What are some of the most important choices you have made in
your life? Why are you happy for the choices you made in that area? What advice
would you give our students on making the right choices?
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Quest Connection
“We know it is important to make the right choice. So, we are going to introduce
our Quest guest in a different way. I will give you hints about our guest. You need
to make guesses to see if you can figure out who the Quest guest might be. You
want to be the first one to figure out the guest, but each student is only allowed one
guess.”

Close
Ask the special guest to lead the class in prayer.
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What do you think will be the most difficult choices you will have to
make in your life?
1._______________________________________________
2._______________________________________________
3._______________________________________________
4._______________________________________________
5._______________________________________________

How will you know if you are making the right choice?
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
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