Unit 7—Crossing the Jordan
Friend or Foe
By: Betsy Moore

Text
Joshua 3:1-4:24 Joshua 5:10-15

Key Quest Verse
“The Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9b

Bible Background
The Ark of the Covenant was very important to God’s people. It was God’s dwelling place. It was
constructed after the golden calf was destroyed. It went before Israel in the wilderness journey
and was placed in the tabernacle when they stopped. When it was taken, God departed from
Israel. It was constructed of wood and overlaid with gold. It had a carrying device. Two
cherubim’s with wings touching were placed above the Ark and formed an arch. The mercy seat
was on the top and this was where the High Priest sprinkled the blood of sacrifice. Items were
placed inside (Ex. 25:16; Heb. 9:4) Ten Commandments (God’s laws given to Moses on Mount
Sinai), Golden pot of manna (to remind them that God provided in the wilderness), and Aaron’s
rod (budded to show who would be priestly leader). To confirm his choice of priest, God
commanded the people to take 12 rods, write on them the names of the 12 tribes of Israel, and
place them in the ark overnight. God promised that in the morning one rod would have bloomed
and the owner of that rod would be the priestly leader and his tribe would supply the priests for
the years to come. (Numbers 17:8-10) The Ark of the Covenant was to be carried only by the
Levites. God gave the Israelites specific instructions on how to cross the flooded Jordan River.
The Israelites came to the river in the spring when it was flooded. God’s perfect timing was to
help demonstrate his power by working a miracle so all would cross on dry land. It was not
only a testimony on His supernatural power to His own people but also to everyone around.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know: You can trust in God and his promise that He will be with you.
Feel:

Confident in God’s promises.

Do:

Aim for trusting in God and invite others to church to follow God too.

Leader’s Devotion
Have you ever noticed when it rains a lot and the river is swollen, that the water is rushing downstream very fast is mesmerizing? This was the way the Jordan River was when the Israelites were
ready to cross. Maybe you've seen a log floating by. One minute it is on the surface and the next the
current is pulling it under. It is tossed back and forth and sometimes even destroyed by the strong
waters. Would God protect you if you ask Him to let you step into the water? Is there any reason
you would try God and just check to see if He would protect you like He did the Israelites? What
purpose would it serve for Him to stop the rushing water just for you? Think of the times in your
life when you’ve been flooded with obstacles and didn’t know which way to turn. Remember God
is always there for you.
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Option A
Materials: Egg, salt, clear glass ¾ with water, spoon
Have you ever heard of anybody or anything walking on water before? We’re going to try
to make this egg float on water. Do you think we can do it? (Have one student pick up the
egg and gently place it in a glass of water. Is the egg floating? What do you think we can do
to make this egg float? I’ve got some salt here, let’s try adding some of that and see if the
egg floats. (Let students add salt, a tablespoon at a time. Count each spoonful and see how many
it takes to make the egg float.) In our story today we’re going to learn about God’s people
going up to the water of the Jordan River and walking across without even getting wet. Do
you think God added salt to the water in the Jordan River? Let’s go to our lesson and see
what happens.

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
Materials: 12 6” pieces of aluminum foil, 12 slips of paper that say “Remember Me”
This morning before we start class, I need your help. We need to form some rocks out of
these pieces of aluminum foil. Before we start rolling them into balls though, I want you to
put one of these pieces of paper inside the ball. Can you read it and tell me what it says?
“Remember me”. That’s an interesting saying. Now, Let’s put the paper inside the foil and
roll it up into a ball to look like a rock. Now that we’ve made 12 rocks or stones, let’s place
them in a pile in the middle of our table. In our story today, we’re going to learn about a
pile of rocks that said, “Remember Me.” Do you want to know who wanted to be remembered? Let’s go to our story and find out.

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Materials: 12 stones made of aluminum foil, 4-6 chairs, blue towels, box
The last we heard of the two spies they slid down the rope at the wall of Jericho from Rahab’s house and they were trying to get away from the Kings guards. The two spies hid in
the mountains for 3 days and after they felt it was safe they returned to the camp of Israel.
Joshua was waiting for them. They were thrilled to give Joshua the report, “The people are
all afraid of us.” Do you think the Israelites were excited to hear this report from the spies?
They had waited so long to enter the Promised Land and they couldn’t wait! Only 3 days
and they would be in Canaan. It sounded too good to be true. There was just one BIG
problem…the Jordan River was in front of them and it was flooded. Being at flood stage, it
was almost a mile wide. How did Joshua plan to take a million people across it? Was he
going to build a bridge or what? The three days went by quickly. God would take good
care of them. Everything was packed and news spread fast through the camp that everyone
was to watch the Levites. “When you see the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your
God…then move from your place, and go after it.” Where would you be looking if you
heard something like that? Of course, everyone was watching as the groups of Levites
stood waiting for an order from Joshua to pick up their precious load and move on. They
were carrying the Ark of the Covenant and God was with them. Early the next morning
Joshua called the people together to listen the word of God. “As soon as the soles of the feet
of the priests, touch the waters of Jordan, that the waters of Jordan will be cut off from the
waters…and they shall stand upon an heap.” Now the priests moved down to the river. As
soon as their feet touched the water guess what happened? A miracle! The water was
stopped flowing and stood up in a heap. The priests moved forward. They were walking
on dry ground in the middle of a flooded river. Joshua’s ordered them to stand in the middle of the river and let everyone passed on across the Jordan River. I wonder what the people of Jericho were thinking if they were watching this from the city walls? Do you think
they had ever seen anything like this before? To make sure the people would never forget
this miracle, Joshua had 12 men, one from each tribe, to carry 12 big stones out of the Jordan. Then, Joshua told the priests that were holding the ark in the middle of the river, to
come up out of the Jordan River. The priests came and as they stepped out the water, it
came rushing back. The people of Jericho were probably watching and wondering what
was going on. Joshua told the men to place their 12 stones in a pile and make it a memorial
of the great crossing so everyone would remember.
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Bible Story
(Place chairs in a row facing each other about 2 feet apart. As you tell the story of the priests entering the water; have a child carry the box and walk as his foot touches the blue towels/ raise the
towels and place them over the chairs as if were water standing on edge. Let the child holding
the box stand in the center of the chairs and let the other children pass through. They must have
trusted in God as they saw the water standing on edge as they crossed the Jordan River on dry
ground. Let students pick up stones and stack them up as a memorial. Re-tell the story as students play the priest) When Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing
in front of him with a sword drawn. Joshua went to him and said, “Are you for us or our
enemy? The man was a commander from God, and would give Joshua instructions to take
the city of Jericho. God was with them!
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Cross the River
FOOD
Materials: licorice and M & M’s

Quest Connection
God told his people to trust in Him. The priests were to take the Ark of the Covenant, and step
into the water. As soon as they stepped into the waters, it went rushing back. Pretend your finger is really a foot of the priests and make the M & M water push back. Let the Israelites walk
across on dry land. You may have to eat the M & M water to hold it back. How do you think
God held the water back?
Procedure: Give each student 2 pieces of licorice to be the banks of the Jordan River. Pour M &
M between the banks to be the water. Let students use to fingers to pretend they are priests walking into the water…have them push the M & M’s to either side so the Israelites can cross on dry
ground.

Close
God has powers that we cannot understand. We know God sends his power to help us and
we know God is always with us! “Thank You God for always being there!”
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Man Made Manna
FOOD
Materials: 1 cup sugar, 1 cup light Karo, 2 T. margarine, 1 t. vanilla, 1 ½ cups peanut butter, 6
cups corn flakes, pan & stove, or electric skillet, bowl, spoon, cooking spray, waxed paper

Quest Connection
God miraculously provided food (manna) for the Israelites for forty years while they were
wandering in the desert. Manna was kind of like frosted flakes probably. But then they
entered the Promised Land and obeyed God. They celebrated that God had brought them
out of Egypt and slavery with a Passover Celebration. The Israelites were now in the land
that prospered and here God provided food for his people from the land itself. They no
longer had manna from heaven but ate produce from Canaan.
Procedure: Mix sugar and Karo and bring it to a boil. Immediately mix in margarine, vanilla,
and peanut butter. (Place corn flakes in a bowl while sugar is heating) Pour the mixture of the
corn flakes and stir. Let it cool a little and stir until it is mixed well. When the mixture has
cooled enough, cover hands with cooking spray and form into balls and place on the waxed paper
to cool.

Close
God loves us and takes care of us just like He did the Israelites.
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Stop the Water
OBJECT LESSON
Materials: Deep glass dish, 2 see-through cups, small strainer, water

Quest Connection
How did God hold the water back? (wait for response) Do you think we can hold water
back? Let’s place this cup upside down into this deep bowl of water. What happens when I
place another cup into the water and pour the air into it? Let’s see what happens when I
place a strainer in the water and pour the air into it? Does anyone else want to try it?
Procedure: Fill an aquarium or deep dish 2/3 of the way with water. Place a glass full of air,
upside down into the water. Keep it upside down until the second glass is placed in the water and
pour the air into the second glass. Interestingly, if you pour the air into a strainer, it will remain
in the strainer until you tap the strainer to make the air into individual bubbles that can flow
through the strainer.

Close
We don’t know how God held the water back in the Jordan River or the Red Sea. We just
know he did it. All things are possible with God!
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Racing
GAME
Material: straws, 2 (2ft. long) pieces of wax paper, an eye dropper, water, food coloring

Quest Connection
We know the Israelites walked across the Jordan River on dry land to enter the Promised
Land. Today, we’re going to race across, but we’re using water to do the racing.
Procedure: Place 2 pieces of wax paper side by side. Draw a starting line and a finish line with
a magic marker, or use a strip of construction paper to mark the lines. Using the eye dropper, let
2 students begin the race by dropping 2 drops of colored water onto their wax paper (one drop on
top of the other, to form a little ball). Let the races begin! Using a straw, each racer must blow
their drop of water across the finish line. If the drop, separates, they must blow it back into one
big drop of water and continue across the finish line. Teams can be formed and as soon as one
team member has crossed the finished line, they yell Go, and the next teammate starts.

Close
We know that God was with the Israelites when they crossed the Jordan River on dry
ground. We were racing today, but with God we don’t need to hurry doing anything except
telling other people about how much God cares for us and that He has a plan for us! Remember to trust in God, He is there for you!
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One Step, Two Steps
GAME
Materials: Paper, pencils, tape recorders, blank cassette tapes.

Quest Connection
Do you think the Israelites were scared when they were ready to cross the Jordan River and
enter the Promised Land? Do you think they were ready to run and hide when they got
across the river? How many steps do you think they had to take to get across the river?
Today, we’re going to play a game called One step, Two steps. The leader will say, “ The
leader thinks you should take ___ steps to cross the Jordan. The leader thinks you should
take ___ steps to cross the Jordan. The leader thinks I’m going to get you.” The leader
must catch one person to take his place as leader. All other students get to the Promised
Land free.
Procedure: The steps taken in this game can be whatever size the student chooses to take, from
baby steps to giant steps. The leader can continue to say how many steps they think it would take
to cross the Jordan. When they hear someone close; instead of saying the leader thinks you
should take steps; they say, “The leader thinks, I’M GOING TO GET YOU” and tag the student
closest to them to be the next leader.

Close
Did you feel safe in our game trying to cross the Jordan River and enter the Promised
Land? The Israelites knew they were safe because God was with them. We should feel
secure that God is with us too!
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Write Them Words
ART/CRAFT
Materials: Piece of white paper, straws, eye dropper, blue acrylic paint mixed with ½ water,
paper towels for clean-up.

Quest Connection
We know that God held the waters back so that His people could cross over the Jordan
River safely. At the top of your paper I want you to write Jordan River. Draw 12 stones in
the middle of your paper to represent the stones that were placed to help them remember
what God had done for them. Let’s make sure that when we do this craft, that we only put
drops of paint on the outside edge of one side of our paper. When we fold the paper and
press the pattern will match.
Procedure: Have each student fold their paper in half. Unfold it and explain that you only want
them to put drops of paint on one side of the paper and no paint at the crease of the paper. Practice this in advance and discover how few drops of paint is needed to make the effect you want to
look like the Jordan River standing up. Have students put, one drop of paint at a time and blow it
across the paper with a straw. Re-fold the paper in half and press. Open to see the dry land that
the Israelites crossed over to enter the Promised Land.

Close
God is with us always!
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God held back the waters of the Jordan River until all the Israelites crossed.
Draw a picture of what you think the wall of water looked like.
Draw 12 stones to help you remember that God is with you always!

Name: __________________________________ Date: ________________________

Primary

“…The Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9b
Can you help the priests cross the River and find Jericho?

“…The Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9b
Primary

How did the Israelites cross the Jordan River?
Circle how they got across and X out everything else.

“…The Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9b

Primary

God told Joshua how to cross the Jordan River safely.
Finish drawing the water that was held back and color the picture.

“The Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9b

Primary

Teacher Resource

“…The Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9b

Primary

