Unit 7—Rahab and the Spies
Magic Rope
By: Betsy Moore

Text
Joshua 2

Key Quest Verse
“Trust in Him at all times.” Psalm 62:8

Bible Background
Why would Joshua send spies secretly into Jericho? As far as he knew, he would be attacking a
heavily armed city using conventional warfare tactics. He needed strategic information about the
city. He did not want to move ahead unprepared. The city of Jericho was protected by a wall of
houses surrounding it. In Joshua's day it was common to build houses on city walls. Many cities
had two walls about 12-15 feet apart. Houses were built on wooden logs laid across the top of
the two walls. Rahab may have lived in such a house with a window that looked out over the
outside wall. The city of Jericho was built around an oasis in the midst of a hot and desolate valley 840 feet below sea level. Jericho was the first major city the Israelites set out to conquer.
Flax was a farm product that grows about three to four feet tall and then is harvested. After harvest it was piled high on the roofs to dry. After it was dry it would be made into yarn which was
used to make linen cloth. A tall stack of flax was the perfect hiding place for 2 men who didn’t
want to be found.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know: God protects those who serve Him.
Feel:

God is thankful that we are His children.

Do:

Trust in God at all times.

Leader’s Devotion
What can we learn from Joshua’s life? Joshua was strong and courageous and willing to take on
a lot of responsibility. He was a leader who set a great example and encouraged God’s people.
He challenged God’s people to make a commitment and be loyal. Yet, when it was time to conquer Jericho he sent spies in to check things out. He had once been a spy and knew the results of
that mission. Did he think it was better to know what challenges may arise than to be surprised.
After the spies returned he knew what lay ahead and trusted in God to give them the land He had
promised them. What challenges are in your life, causing you to be fearful of the future? Can
you turn them over to God and trust that He will take care of them?
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Option A
Materials: None
Choose two students in your class to do an experiment. Ask them: “Do you trust each other?”
I want _____________ (student one) to stand right here and catch _________(student two) in
just a minute. Do you think that is possible? Let’s see if ______________(student two)
trusts ____________ (student one). (Be sure and be beside the student one to help catch student two.) _________________, Do you trust this person who is smaller than you to catch
you? Let’s see … stand with your feet flat on the floor and just fall straight back! (Teacher
be sure and catch them!) (Depending on the response say one of the following statements). It
looks like you didn’t trust them. You sure did have faith in them and trusted that they
could catch you. Sometimes it’s hard to trust in someone else. In our lesson today, we’re
going to learn of two men who were sent in as spies not knowing what they would find.
They trusted in God that He would be with them.

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
Materials: None
Can you think of a time when you were really scared? (Give students a chance to respond) Do
you think God could help you not be scared in that situation again? Can you think of anything that might be stronger than God? There is nothing stronger than God. Be we can be
stronger by depending on God and trusting in Him. God wants us to trust Him to protect
us. In our story, today we will learn how two men were very strong by trusting in God.

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Materials: Lego building blocks and Jenga wooden blocks or boxes & boards
It was time to enter the Promised Land and God gave Joshua special instructions. Joshua sent
two men secretly to look at the land to check out the city of Jericho. The men may have been
scared? The last time that spies were sent into this territory they found great, big giants.
Would they find giants? Would the king catch them and put them in jail for being spies?
Would they be hurt, or maybe even killed? They didn’t know what would happen but they
put their trust in God. They looked the city over and saw there was a big wall surrounding
the city. It was interesting how two walls protected the city. One was right beside the other
with houses put on top. (Use Lego’s to build two walls, side by side and place Jenga wooden
blocks on top between the walls to represent Rahab’s house) There were houses built on the
wall with windows that even overlooked the Jordan River. Maybe if they chose the right
house, they could even spend the night there and get rested up before they had to make their
journey back to Joshua. They went to the house of Rahab, a place of lodging for some travelers. I wonder if Rahab was afraid? I’m sure there had been rumors spread that the Israelites
were coming. Do you think it was scary living on the wall where someone could climb up and
get into your house? Rahab had faith in God that He was the true God and she trusted Him
that she would be safe. Even when the kings men came banging at her door, God protected
her. When the king of Jericho found out that there were spies in his land, he began to search
for them. Now, Rahab found out the king was searching for them. She wanted to protect
these men of God! Where could she hid them? The flax had been cut from the fields and was
up on her roof drying. Have any of you ever played in a barn full of hay or been on a hayride? Would that be a good place to hide? Flax is kind of like that except the grain is not
used; the stalk of the plant is used and woven into linen fabric. The flax was in a big stack on
her roof. The perfect place to hide someone. Rahab quietly took the spies to her roof and covered them with flax. Do you think that was a good place to hide? Suddenly there was knocking at her door. Would the king’s men find them? Rahab helped protect them. When the
king and his men left her house, Rahab went up on the roof and told the men of God that all of
Jericho was afraid, because they knew that God had given the land to His people. Joshua's
spies promised to repay Rahab's kindness, by protecting her and anyone in her house when
the Israelites came to take the land. Then Rahab took a rope and helped the men climb down
the wall of Jericho. The men told Rahab to keep her family inside the house during the battle
and to put a scarlet cord outside her window. It would be like a magic rope and her household
would be protected. The two men slid down the rope and went and hid in the woods for three
days just like Rahab told them to. After the king’s men stopped searching for them the spies
went back and told Joshua everything that happened. Joshua knew that it was the right time
to move the Israelites into the Promised Land. Joshua and the spies trusted in God and He
protected them.
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Protected by God
EXPERIMENT
Materials: A 2 X 4 about a foot long, Bible, hammer and nail

Quest Connection
Joshua sent the spies into Jericho not knowing what they would find. Joshua and the spies
trusted God and knew they would be protected. How many of you think hammering a nail
into a piece of wood on my head would hurt. (Place the piece of wood on your head to emphasis the concept) Do you think the Bible will protect my head when a nail is hammered into
the piece of wood? Let’s try it … or do I have a volunteer that wants to try it? Either way
I need a volunteer to either hammer the nail or let me hammer the nail. (Place a thick Bible
on the head to cushion the blow and then proceed to hammer a few blows.) Did that look like it
hurt? Don’t you try this at home!!! We’re just demonstrating how God protected the
spies. They didn’t know if they would be tortured, but they trusted in God and He kept
them safe.
Procedure: Sit in a chair and hold a thick soft-covered Bible and a board on your head. Let
someone hammer a nail into the board. It should not hurt, most of the energy will go into the nail
from the hammer and the Bible will cushion the blow if the nail is missed. Be sure and have the
volunteer stop hammering before the nail enters into the board all the way!

Close
Trust in God and He will always be there!
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Wearing Out of Trust
FOOD
Materials: (approximately) 3 cups fresh fruit (strawberries, peaches, apples, banana’s or a combination of fruits), 1 T. lemon juice, 1 T. light corn syrup, blender, non-stick aluminum foil, tape

Quest Connection
The Israelites had wandered in the desert for 40 years and their shoes or clothes never wore
out. Do you think the leather on their shoes stretched and became longer as their feet
grew? Let’s see if we can make our leather grow. Stretch it out as long as you can. Did it
tear? God’s power helped their shoes to not tear or wear out. The Israelites should have
trusted in God when the first spies went in to the Promised Land and then they wouldn’t
have had to wander for 40 years. Do you think they were happy when they could see the
Promised Land? Do you think their shoes instantly got holes in them?
Procedure: Puree the fruit in a blender until smooth. Measure out 2 cups of puree and stir in
lemon juice and corn syrup. Line a 15 X 10 X 1-inch jelly pan with non-stick foil and tape the
corners down. Spread the fruit mixture, leaving about an inch all around the pan. Dry in a dehydrator or low oven for 7 or 8 hours until it is not sticky and dry. Remove the leather while it is
still warm and begin to roll from the narrow end. Cut into logs and wrap tightly in plastic. (This
will dry outside on a dry, sunny day)

Close
Dear God, Please help me to always trust in You! In Jesus name, Amen.
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I Spy
GAME
Materials: None

Quest Connection
Joshua sent 2 spies in to Jericho. What do you think are some of the things they saw? They
knew they would have to make a full report when they got back to Joshua, so I’m sure they
looked at things very closely. We’re going to play a game of I spy starting with the person
who has a birthday closest to today. The first person will look around the room and give a
clue by saying, “I spy something __________ (name a color or shape). (Give each student a
chance to answer and the student who guesses the correct object gets to be the “I spy” person.
Make sure each student gets a chance to be the spy.) Do you think it was fun to be a spy? We
trust God that He is always with us just like Joshua’s spies in Jericho.
Procedure: Sit on the floor in a circle so each student has a good view of the room. This game
can get noisy so be prepared to listen carefully to see who got the answer correct first, since they
will be the next spy. The first student may take a while to find an object to zero in on so be prepared to assist them in finding an object to spy on. When the student says I spy something
(green), the other students can start guessing what item they are talking about. As soon as someone guesses the correct item have the spy point to him or her and say, “Trust in him at all times.”

Close
Let’s repeat our memory verse to show that we know the spies knew what to do; “Trust in
Him at all times.” Psalm 62:8.
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Spy Glasses
ART/CRAFT
Material: 2 paper tubes, duct tape, markers

Quest Connection
Sometimes it’s fun to spy on someone and find out what they are doing. Today, we are going to make spyglasses and pretend we are spies sent to Jericho to find out what is there.
Let’s look out the window and pretend we are in Jericho. What do you see? Do you think
God will protect you to enter the Promised Land? How do you think the spies felt when
they heard banging on the door?
Procedure: Give each student 2 paper tubes and let them duct tape them together to make binoculars. Let each student decorate their spyglasses so they will be camouflaged. Let them spy
out the window and pretend they are in Jericho.

Close
The spies trusted God to keep them safe. We can talk to God and learn to trust in Him.
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Seeking Snacks
Game
Materials: Wrapped snacks

Quest Connection
I want to see what kind of spies my students are today. I’ve hidden a surprise for each one
of you around the room. The rules are that you can only get one surprise, so after you
found one, pick it up and go back to your seat but don’t open your surprise. By the way,
the only time you can spy is when my back is turned and there is a green light. As soon as I
say, “Red Light,” you need to stop right where you are and not get caught spying or you
have to return to the table. Ready, set, Green Light!
Procedure: Before class hide enough treats so that each student will get one. Add a little spice
to this seeking spy game by playing red light, green light and as long as there was a green light
turn your back so they could look but whenever you said red light they have to stop and not get
caught moving by the teacher. Try to turn around slowly so no student will get caught moving.
Continue to say red light, green light until all students have returned to their seats with a prize.

Close
Do you think it was easy being a spy? Do you think it was easy for Joshua’s spies to not get
caught? They trusted in God and we need to trust in God too.
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Always There
BUBBLES
Materials: 1 cup Joy dishwashing detergent, 2 cups warm water, 3 T. glycerin (buy at WalMart), ½ tsp. sugar
Procedure: Mix all ingredients together and store in an airtight container. Let students use different objects to blow bubbles. (Straws or tie a string on the end of a pencil and draw it through
the bubbles …slowly pull it through the air and watch the big bubbles flow, even a bathroom
comb can create some pretty amazing results).

Quest Connection
The spies were safe hiding in the mountains. They trusted God and knew to look up and
ask for God’s help. Look up to God and see His blessings floating down to you! We’re going to make bubbles and see who can make the most unusual bubble. Making bubbles is
fun but popping bubbles is also fun. These bubbles disappear and go away but God is always there. Trust in God.

Close
What are other things you know of that disappear like bubbles? These are not like God, He
will always be with us, no matter where we are!
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We know that God is watching over and protecting us at all times just like he did for the spies.
What does He see? Draw a picture of your family.

Name: __________________________________ Date: __________________
“Trust in him at all times…” Psalm 62: 8

Elementary

Can you help the spies escape and find the woods?
Use a red crayon to let the spies climb down the wall and go hide in the woods.

“Trust in him at all times…” Psalm 62: 8

Elementary

JOSHUA SENT SPIES TO JERICHO
Have students cut on the lines for the wall, flax, and spies.
Thread a 12-inch piece of red yarn through a paper clip and through the holes.
Tape spies to the paper clip. Place the yarn through the punched holes and tape on the backside.
Place a narrow strip of glue at the top of the wall above the dot and glue the flax on the roof.
Make the spies hide under the flax or slide down the rope to safety.

“Trust in Him always…”Psalm 62:8

Elementary

Joshua sent spies to Jericho.
Can you help hide the spies so the king’s men won’t find them?
Draw a scarlet (red) rope from the window to the ground so they can escape.
Find the 7 kings men and X them, so they can’t find the spies.

“Trust in him at all times.” Psalm 62: 8
Elementary

