
    Unit 6—Celebrating the Good News  

Key Quest Verse 

Acts 10:1-48 

 

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey.” Joshua 1:7a 

 

Older children:  “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind 

you, saying, "This is the way; walk in it.” Isaiah 30:21 

 

Dorcas made an enormous impact on her community by helping the poor and doing good for oth-

ers.  When she died, Peter raised her from the dead and the news traveled fast. God used Dorcas 

to spread Christianity through her kindness.  In Joppa, Peter stayed at the home of Simon, a tan-

ner.  It is significant that Peter stayed there because tanning involved contact with dead animals 

to make leather.  It was against Jewish law to have contact with the dead and considered an un-

clean job.  Peter was already breaking down his prejudice against people who were not his kind.  

According to Jewish law, certain foods were forbidden to be eaten (Leviticus 11).  Gentiles were 

often even seen as unclean.  Peter’s vision was to show that he was not to look at the Gentiles 

(anyone that is not a Jew) as inferior people but to know that God was offering salvation to them 

also. 

 

At Caesarea, located on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, 32 miles north of Joppa, was the 

largest and most important port city on the Mediterranean in Palestine.  It served as the capital of 

the Roman province of Judea.  Caesarea was the first city to have Gentile Christians and a non-

Jewish church.  A Roman officer, named Cornelius, a centurion, was a commander of 100 sol-

diers. Cornelius had great faith in God but was not a believer of Jesus.  God wanted to make Cor-

nelius’ knowledge complete of His plan of salvation.  He used Peter to go into unfamiliar places 

to teach the gospel. 

Text 

Bible Background 

Unit 6-PR-F-1 

Helps for memory verse: Outline student’s hands and write, Left and Right on the designated 

hands. Have them stand and as you say the verse hold the hands and turn to the right and turn 

to the left; cup your hands to your ear and point behind you and walk in place.  Let each child 

lead, saying the verse, and doing motions. 

Peter and Cornelius 
 

By: Betsy Moore 
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Leader’s Devotion  

What I want my students to:  

 

Know:  People all around the world are in the mission field. 
 

Feel:    The Gospel is for everyone. 
  

Do:       Begin praying for mission workers. 

Remember how you felt when you were first asked to teach?  Was your first instinct to run?  Say-

ing no and running from God only leads to disaster!  Saying yes has created one of the greatest 

blessings that you will ever experience: presenting and “Spreading God’s WORD!”  We should 

not be so limited by our own possibilities but lean on the Lord to help us know what mission He 

has in store for us.  Have you ever considered being a missionary?  There are opportunities to 

serve God at home or in a foreign country.  If you are unable to physically be a missionary, what 

can you do in your life to influence others and help them understand God’s love and His plan of 

salvation?  Possibly your mission in life is to teach children of God’s love and mercy.  What can 

you do this week that will create enthusiasm in your class for helping others?  It is important that 

our students know that God loves us and others of different races, backgrounds, and denomina-

tions.  We must broaden our horizons and learn of others around the world that also need to hear 

of God’s love. 

Lesson Quest 
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Unit 6—Celebrating the Good News  

       
   

Materials: brick, a five or ten pound weight, and a car jack, (hide the car jack) 

 

Who do you think the strongest person in our class is? (ask each student) Do you think you 

are pretty strong?  How many of you think you could pick up this brick? Could you pick 

up a weight like this one? (let each child pick up different items) You’re all very strong. 

How many of you think you could pick up a car?  What if you had some help?  Here is 

something that could help you. (Take the jack out) This is a car jack.  If you put this jack 

under the car and pump it up, you can lift a car that weighs over thousands of pounds!   

Sometimes things seem impossible to us.  Are they impossible with God’s help?  What 

could one man do?  In our story today we’re going to learn about a man that wasn’t sure 

about telling others about God but after a dream he obeyed God. 
 

Materials: A maze puzzle (use the maze provided or one of your own)  

 

How many of you enjoy working puzzles?  I brought a puzzle with me this morning called a 

maze. Each of you will get one of these puzzles to solve.  To solve this puzzle, you take your 

pencil and start right up here where it says, "start," and try to find an open path in the 

puzzle that will lead you all the way to where it says, "finish."  Of course, you can't cross 

through any lines.  That would be too easy!  A puzzle like this can be very difficult and 

sometimes it can be pretty frustrating.  Traveling through this maze, you will often have to 

change the direction you are going.  You may often find that the path you have chosen leads 

you to a dead end.  When that happens, you just have to back up and start over again. 

When the puzzle gets too difficult, you may need to ask someone to help you.  Even though 

finding the right path that leads you to the finish may be difficult, you will have a feeling of 

satisfaction when you finally reach your goal.  That is kind of what happened in our story 

today.  Peter thought only Jews should know about God but after a dream, he went right 

where God lead him.  He discovered that God wants everyone to go the right direction and 

tell everyone in the world about His Plan of salvation. 

Option A 

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY 

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY 
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Option B 
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Materials: Sheet tied in the corner of the room, containing various stuffed animals  

We’re going to learn about two men who discovered that God had great plans for their 

lives. How many of you have ever been invited to a party?  Was it exciting?  What if all 

your friends were invited to a party and you weren’t.  How would you feel?  That is the way 

Cornelius felt. Cornelius loved God and gave to people who were in need but he didn’t 

know anything about Jesus.  No one had invited him or told him anything about Jesus.  Just 

like Cornelius, Peter loved God very much but thought only the Jewish people were in 

God’s plan.  After all, the Jews were God’s chosen people.  One day at noon, while Peter 

was waiting for his lunch he went up on the roof to pray.  (Go to the sheet with animals and 

drop to knees as if praying) As he was praying, he saw something that he thought looked like 

a great sheet and as it came nearer and nearer, he saw that the sheet was full of all kinds of 

animals, reptiles and birds.  Then he heard a voice saying, “Peter…eat.”  Now the Bible 

says that Peter was hungry but not enough to eat unclean animals.  Peter said, “No Lord, 

they are unclean.”  Then the voice again said, “What God has cleansed, you must not call 

uncommon.”  Now this happened 3 times; then the sheet went up into the sky.  Peter didn’t 

know what to think but knew that this was a message from God.  While he was still think-

ing about all those animals in the sky, there was a loud knock at the door.  Three men told 

Peter that they had come all the way from Caesarea to see him.  Cornelius, a famous Ro-

man (not Jew) centurion, sent them.  They said Cornelius was a good, God fearing-man and 

an angel told him to send them to get Peter to hear what he had to say.  He didn’t hesitate 

to obey God, he went off with the men to see Cornelius.  When they reached the house he 

found it crowded with people waiting to see him.  Now normally, a Jew like Peter would 

never have gone to the house of a Gentile, but why do you think Peter went?  Now Peter 

was given a warm welcome and Cornelius even fell on his knees to worship him.  “Stand 

Up!”  Peter said. “I’m a man too!”  By this time he was beginning to understand his vision.  

God wanted him to talk to people he normally would never talk to.  Then he said to the 

whole crowd, “You know that it is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or visit anyone of 

another nation but God sent me here! So when I was asked to come, I came without hesita-

tion.”  Peter wanted to know why he was asked to come.  Eagerly Cornelius explained.  

About 4 days ago he was praying and a man in shining clothes had appeared to him.  He 

said to send at once to Joppa and find a man called Simon Peter.  And now you are here so 

tell us what God wants us to hear. Until that moment, Peter and the other Jews thought the 

Kingdom was only for the Jews.  Peter preached to the people and baptized them.  God’s 

power, the Holy Spirit was on the Jews and the Gentiles.  God is with us all! God wants eve-

ryone to hear His message!  Jesus died for our sins and is coming back to earth to set up His 

Kingdom.  We are to tell everyone!  Peter set an example for us by taking advantage of the 

situation and telling someone about Jesus, that normally he would never have associated 

with.  We must be willing to tell others what God has done for us!   

Bible Story 
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Quest Connection 

CRAFT 

 

Materials: 5 inch circle from poster board, 6 inch sharpened pencils, scissors, colored markers, 

two rubber bands for each child 

 

Preparation: Cut a 5 inch circle from poster board for each child and make a hole in the center 

just large enough to push a pencil through. Sharpen pencils to 6 inches including the eraser.  Us-

ing a ruler, pencil in lines to make pie shapes on the poster board.  Write Jesus loves the children 

of the world around the outside edge. 

Procedure: Let children color each pie shape a different color with markers.  Slide the circle 

onto the pencil in the center.  Wrap a rubber band around the pencil; above and below the circle 

and push into place to secure it. 

 

Look at all the beautiful colors you’ve put on your top spinner.  What color are you?  Does 

God or Jesus love brown people more than yellow people?  Does He love black people more 

than white people?  Did you know that God wants us to spread the message that He loves 

you and everyone in the world no matter what color they are?  How can we help do that?  

Inviting people to church is a good way to spread God’s Word! 

Can you think of some way that you could help missionaries who are  far from home, teach-

ing others about God?  (Give children time to respond).  When you go home today, write our 

missionaries and let them know you are praying for them.   

Children of the World 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

CRAFT 

 

Materials: Index card and pencil for each student 

Today we are going to draw a creature from our lesson.  When we draw this fish we will 

also be reminded that Peter learned to OBEY God and went to teach others!  Begin by 

drawing an O for the body.  Next we need to put lips on the fish so place a B at the front of 

the fish for lips.  Next comes e which will be our big fishes eye.  And we can’t forget his fin, 

with the last letter Y.  If you want, add a floppy tail and some fins on top and bottom.  

 

 

Compare OBEY fish and compliment each student’s creativity! 

Obey Fish 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

SNACK 

 

Materials: An ear of corn on the cob, chocolate milk, and donuts, cups, napkins, baby dolls and 

blankets for each child 

 

Preparation: If you do not have easy access to enough dolls and blankets, check the nursery at 

your church or just use one as an example. 

I have a special breakfast planned for you!  We’re going to pretend we’re in Africa and do 

as they do.  In Africa, the kids have to help their moms do the work and one of the things 

they can do is help with the babies.  So, you are going to care for the babies just like the 

kids in Africa do.  (Place the baby on the child’s back above their waist; wrap a receiving blan-

ket or towel around the baby and child and tie in front). With babies on your backs, your hands 

are free to do other work, and the baby won't get hurt or wander off.  You know exactly 

where the baby is, right? Now that we all have our babies to care for, let’s begin the day.  

We must go to the river and get the water for the family.  (Walk around the room with babies 

on back and go to the prepared pitcher of water)  Good, we’ve got our water, who would like to 

carry it?  Now we must go back to our hut and get ready for breakfast.  Who would like to 

prepare the breakfast with me?  This is what some African people eat for every meal.  They 

pull the corn off the cob and grind it and mix it into a mush and cook it and eat it.  Doesn’t 

that sound yummy?  This is like Africa but… wait a minute… no it’s not.  There’s plenty of 

corn here and there’s not plenty to eat in all parts of Africa.  Would you like to live in Af-

rica?  Are you ready to eat their food?  I really do have a surprise breakfast for you!  (Share 

chocolate milk and donuts)  While you eat your extra special breakfast, I’ll tell you a little 

more of the people in Africa where we have churches. One 100 pound bag of corn feeds a 

family of 5 two meals a day for one month. Most people usually only have one set of clothes 

to wear. The only way they have to get places is to walk. Their houses are made of mud 

bricks or tall grass, and their roofs are made of grass (or tin). The floors are usually dirt. 

They don't have electricity, so they usually go to bed when it gets dark. They also don't 

have running water, so they have to get their water from a well, or from the river. Our 

church families in Africa are very happy to learn about God and Jesus.  They are happy to 

praise God in singing and dancing.   

What can we do for church families in Africa and other parts of the world? 

Activity Name 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

SERVICE 

 

Materials: Banana split boat from Dairy Queen, tissue paper, ribbon, everyday hygiene items; 

soap, toothpaste, toothbrush, comb, chap stick, small packages of cheese or peanut butter crack-

ers, etc. (ask kids to donate these items)  (It may be beneficial to call the homeless shelter in ad-

vance and see what might be the most needed items.) 

 

Procedure: Place tissue paper in the bottom of the boat, neatly arrange the items you brought to 

donate to the homeless shelter.  Wrap a ribbon around the boat and tie a bow.  Have children 

write a note “God Loves You” and place in the boat. If possible have the children deliver the 

boats of love with you. 

God loves us and has blessed us with a clean, warm, house to live in. There are some people 

who are not as lucky and they have to live on the streets.  We’re making boats of love to 

give to these people to show that God loves them too. 

Pray for those who may not have heard about God’s love. 

Boats of Love 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

OBJECT LESSON 

 

Materials: Different types of nails 

Look at all these different nails.  Most nails are unseen but very necessary.  When you look 

at our church you can’t see the nails but there are many different nails in the church that 

do a specific job just like different people do different jobs.  Roofing nails have a broad 

head to hold the shingles on the roof.  Roof nails are very important to protect the inside of 

our church, but they can’t be used to connect 2 X 4’s for the walls.  A carpet tack is small 

compared to a 10-penny nail but just as important.  It holds the carpet in place so people 

don’t trip and fall.   Without nails the church can’t be built, just like without people, the 

church can’t be built.  Each person is important to God.  Some people are better at con-

necting things together in a mission field and they go there to serve God and teach others.  

Where do your talents lie?   

 

Consider having a mini-talent show. 

Have each student share one of their talents with the rest of the class. 

Unseen Nails 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

CRAFT 

 

Materials: 2-liter soda bottle cut in half, napkins, gravel, sand, cotton balls, paper cup of dirty 

water made with dirt, food coloring, cooking oil, and bits of paper 

(The top half of the bottle will be the filter and the bottom half filtered water.) 

 

Procedure: 

1. Place the top half of the soda bottle upside- down (like a funnel) into the bottom half. 

2. Layer the filter materials, napkins, sand, gravel, and cotton balls inside the top half of the bot-

tle.  Make sure the cap is off. 

3. Pour the dirty water through the filter and watch it filter through the materials. 

4. Which of the materials cleaned out what substance? 

5. Throw out the filter material and wipe out the bottle.  Try it again and see how clean the wa-

ter becomes. 

When missionaries travel to different countries they must be careful because of unclean wa-

ter and food.  For instance, in Africa, missionaries have their own water filter system to 

keep them safe.  Some people in Africa bathe in the river and wash their clothes in the river 

and also drink that same water from the river.  Do you think the water would be good to 

drink?  Would you like to drink water out of our rivers?  When we are spreading God's 

Word to others, we must remember to also be careful and to also take care of ourselves.   

“Dear God, Thank you for missionaries who teach Your message.  Please keep them safe!”  

In Jesus name, Amen.” 

A Missionary Must 

Close 
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1 

                 Primary 

Teacher Resource 



1 

                 Primary 

          Journal Pagery! 

Name:  _____________________________    Date:  _____________________ 

God loves you and has blessed you!   

Draw something you would need if you were a missionary! 



1 

                 Primary 

Lead me into Missions 
 

Play the game by placing a button to mark your place.   

Flip a coin to see how many spaces to go.  

(heads = 2 spaces;  tails = 1 space)  
 

“Go into all the world and preach.” 

 

Attend 

Camp 

Go Up 

 

 

Start 

 
 



1 

                 Primary 

Help this missionary know what to do.  Pick up letters along the way.  Print them,  

in order, on the blanks below the maze to find out what God wanted him to do. 

     



1 

                 Primary 

God gave Peter a vision of animals coming down from heaven in a sheet.   

Peter realized God wanted him to tell the Good News to everyone, not just the Jews. 

 
 



1 

                 Primary 

Jesus loves the children of the world!  We can praise Him in whatever we do! 

Find the matches and connect them with a line. 



1 

                 Primary 

Inside a brand new church building in Africa 
 

mud 

bricks 

A church worship service; there are even people  

standing outside listening to God’s word   

A woman passing out Bibles  

A baptism 

in a river 

in Africa 

Teacher Resource 


