Unit 6—Our Church

What Is the Church?
By: Myra Montgomery
Paula Kirkpatrick

Text
Matthew 16:13-18; Acts 2:37-47; 16:11-15, 40

Key Quest Verse
“I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1

Bible Background
“The church is the collective body of Christians. It refers to that company of believers who have
appropriated God’s gift of salvation and have established a proper relationship with Christ. He
who has entered into Christ through conversion has become a member of the Church, the body of
Christ. Persons who constitute the Church or no longer Jews or Gentiles; they are a new people
of God. they sustain a special relationship with God and have been called for a specific divine
purpose. To become a member of this divine assembly is to enjoy life’s greatest privilege.”
Dr. Alva Huffer, Systematic Theology.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know: God want us to be a part of a church.
Feel:

They are an important part of their church. A need to worship at church.

Do:

Grow up to be a responsible member of a church.

Leader’s Devotion
In a certain mountain village in Europe several centuries ago (so the story goes), a nobleman
wondered what legacy to leave his townspeople. At last he decided to build them a church.
Nobody saw the complete plans until the church was finished. When the people gathered they
marveled at its beauty. But someone noticed something immediately. “Where are the lamps?” he
asked. “How will the church be lighted?”
The nobleman smiled. Then he gave each family a lamp. “Each time you are here, the area in
which you sit will be lighted. But when you are not here, some part of God’s house will be
dark.” (adapted June Masters Bacher)
Today we live in a world of darkness, a darkness in which even our secular problem solvers (Dr.
Phil, Oprah, etc.) are beginning to stumble. Where do people turn for the light and the warmth?
Christians know who the Light of the World is! We know that it is our duty to carry the light into
the world. Romans 2:19 tells us that we, as Christians, are “a light for those who are in the dark.”
But the world is so big! And our lamp is so small! Yes, but we can light some small part each
day! We live in a society where we feel we need to light a bonfire in order to be noticed or to
make a difference. Have you ever noticed that the person who made a big difference in your life
only had to light the fire, and most likely never realized that they did?
Don’t worry about yesterday’s ashes or where you will get the wood for tomorrow’s fire. The
world can’t give you long lasting fuel. Join your church family on a regular basis and receive oil
for your lamp by filling it with God’s Word, worship, fellowship, and encouragement from one
another.
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Option A
Materials: A homemade scroll

Procedure: Make a scroll from dowel sticks, glue and paper. Print an Old Testament verse on
it. One of the Ten commandments would be something the children may be familiar with. Show
the scroll and the Bible to the children. Explain that Jesus used a scroll when He learned about
and taught about God’s Word.
We can learn about God’s Word from our Bible and from our good friends at church. Jesus felt it was important to go to the synagogue and talk with others about God. We can
learn about God at our church. Today let’s find out how churches got started? Let’s see
how some of our friends learn about and teach others about God.

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
Materials: None
Procedure: How many of you have ever been to a gas station? Why do you usually go to a
gas station? (To put gas in your car) What if you just decided not to put gas in your car, and
drive and drive and drive and drive? (You will soon run out of gas, and the car won’t go anywhere.) In some ways, our church is like a gas station. We come to church to learn about
God; to sing and pray and worship. We get “filled up” at church with thoughts and good
feelings about God; just like our car gets filled up at a gas station with gas. If our car does
not go regularly to the gas station, it will run out of gas. If we don’t regularly go to church
and Sunday School, we will begin to forget our lessons about God and His Word, and how
we should live for Him. Our church is an important place in our lives, isn’t it? Today we
will find out why church is so important.
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles
Several months ago, our Bible story was about Jesus when He was a boy of twelve. He had
worshiped at the Temple with Mary and Joseph, and had gone back later by Himself to talk
to the wise teachers there. there where Mary and Joseph had finally found Jesus, at the
Temple.
The Temple was in Jerusalem. It was beautifully decorated, and covered with gold. the
Temple was where God’s people the Jews, went to worship, give offerings, and have the
priests pray for God to forgive their sins.
Jesus did not stay a twelve year old boy, did He? He grew up just like all of you are doing.
After He became a man, Jesus walked about the towns, villages, and country sides, teaching
people about God, His Father, and the coming Kingdom.
Not long before Jesus died, He asked His disciples if they really understood who He was.
Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Then Jesus replied, “You
are right, Peter. God showed you this truth. Knowing and believing that I am god’s Son is
how I will build my church.” Jesus was saying that the people who believe in Him would be
called the church.
At first, there were only twelve people in Jesus’ church, the twelve disciples who were Jesus’ helpers. After Jesus went up to heaven to live with God, Peter preached a great sermon and three thousand people accepted Jesus. They followed the three B’s (believe, be
sorry, be baptized), and became part of the church. The followers of Jesus went all over
preaching God’s Word, and the church grew larger. The Bible says each day God added
believers to the church.
The missionary Paul traveled to the city of Philippi to tell people about Jesus. He met some
people who where gathering to worship God at a quiet place beside a river. Among them
was a woman named Lydia. Lydia was a business woman who prepared and sold purple
dye to use in making clothes. she was probably an important person in Philippi.
When Lydia heard Paul preach, she believed in Jesus. she was baptized and so where others in her family. Lydia was thankful Paul had come to Philippi and told her about Jesus.
She invited Paul and his helpers to stay in her home as long as they were in that city. Her
home became another place for people to gather and learn about Jesus.
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Bible Story
People did not have to go to the Temple to worship anymore. They learned about Jesus beside rivers and in people’s homes. They could worship and pray wherever they happed to
be. When people accepted Jesus, they became part of His church.
Today we also call the building where we worship a church. Even though we can pray and
worship God anywhere, our church building is a special place where many people can
gather together to worship God and learn about Him. God is happy when we pray and sing
praises to Him at church. He is happy when we give an offering and listen to the minister.
We can be thankful for our building called the church where people can worship God together. And we can be thankful for Jesus’ followers, called the church, who believe He is
God’s Son and want to live for Him each day.
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The Church Body
ARTS AND CRAFTS
Materials: Butcher paper, pens or pencils, scissors, tape

Quest Connection
In the lesson text and key verse, students learn that every Christian is a member of the body of
Christ. In addition, they learn that all church members form a body. Everyone’s individual talents work together to form a team. In this activity, they will recognize and list manners in which
all church members contribute to the church body. In addition, they will brainstorm ideas on
how they can add to the church body with their own unique talents.
Procedure: Cut a piece of butcher paper longer than the length of the child. Then, assist them in
tracing their body or drawing a body on the butcher paper. Have them cut out the life-sized bodies. Then, students will write the key quest verse across the torso of the body. Next, have the
students brainstorm how each part of the body could be used to glorify God or how that part of
the body represents talents in your church. Have them write those things on the appropriate body
part. For example, the fingers could be someone who plays the piano or types the church bulletin, the feet could belong to someone who collects offering, and the mouth represents someone
who teaches or sings. As students work to brainstorm how each part could work towards the
good of the whole body, discuss how each body part is important. Not everyone can teach or
sing, but we can all do something for the church and for God. After students are done brainstorming, have them draw a heart on their bodies. Then, in the heart, have students list ways that
they help the church.

Close
Have the students display their bodies on the wall of the classroom or the hallway, so that others
can see what they have been learning. Ask a student to close with prayer.
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Church Leaders
GUEST QUEST
Materials: Invite your pastor and one each of your church deacons, trustees, and elders to speak
with your class

Quest Connection
In the lesson of the church body, Paul instructed the Corinthian church in how they all formed
one body in Christ. Instead of being jealous of one another’s talents, they were to recognize that
we can each contribute to the body of Christ. In addition, he speaks about how God has appointed different roles throughout the church. Church leaders all have different roles to fulfill.
Today, students will learn more about leadership roles in the church body.
Procedure: Before class, tell your guests the lesson text and key quest verse that your students have been studying. In addition, give them a copy of the following questions so that
they have time to prepare for the class. In class, ask your guests to share the following information (also allow time for students to ask their own questions):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

How did you become interested in becoming a pastor (deacon/trustee/elder)?
Is there someone who inspired you to become involved in the church?
How did you assume this position (appointed/voted/etc)?
What do you do in your leadership role?
How do the things that you do help the church body meet its goals?
What is your favorite thing about your role in the church?
What are ways kids can become involved in the church body?
Do you have a favorite Bible story or verse you would like to share with us?
What advice would you give to someone who wanted to become involved in the
church body?

Close
Have the class recite the memory verse for the guest. Then, ask one of the guests to close with
prayer.
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Church Clip
ARTS AND CRAFTS
Materials: Fabric or wrapping paper with designs— such as hearts, stars or flower—that can
easily be easily cut out in approximately 2 to 3 inch shapes, cardboard, scissors, glue, spring type
clothespins, magnetic strips, felt marker

Quest Connection
We are going to make something today that will help us remember how important it is to
come to church.
Procedure: Cut out a design form around the fabric or paper. allow a 1/4 inch border around the
design. Cut a piece of cardboard that is 1/2-inch smaller than your fabric. Glue your fabric around
your cardboard piece. Glue the back of your cardboard to the clothespin. Place a magnet strip to
the other side of your clothespin. Have students write Psalm 122:1 with felt marker on the design.
Teacher’s Tip: A bag spring clip that already has a magnet on it could also be used for this project.

Close
I want you to put this clip on your refrigerator at home. this would be a good place to keep
any papers or reminders that you get each week from church. It is really easy for so many
people to just stay home from church. But if you truly love god, you will want to meet with
other Christians as often as possible to worship Him and to study His Word, the Bible.
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Staying Close
GAME
Materials: Popcorn, chalk or white board

Quest Connection
What do you think would happen if we stopped coming to church? What if we stopped
praying? (We might not be as close to God, we wouldn’t get to see our church family)
Procedure: First divide the children equally, and have them stand in two lines facing each other
about 10 feet apart. Each child will need to be facing one other child, because they will be tossing
a piece of popcorn back and forth to the same person. If you have an odd number of children, the
extra child can be the one to keep track of how many successful catches are made each time.
Give all the children in one row, called row "A", a piece of popcorn, and tell them that on your
signal, they will toss the piece of popcorn 10 feet across to the person directly facing them in row
"B". Older children should be instructed to use only one hand to toss or catch the popcorn. Also
tell them that the popcorn represents our relationship with God. Then give the signal and have
the children toss the popcorn. Being that far apart, many of the tosses will not be caught. Count
the number of pieces that were caught, and write that number on a chalkboard or whiteboard.
Then make sure each child in row "B" has a piece of popcorn, and have them take one step towards row "A". Then on your signal, have the children toss the popcorn again. Count the number
of tosses that were caught, and write that number on the board. Do this several more times, each
time taking one step closer until the two rows are together. Once together, the children can simply drop the popcorn into the ands of the other child, resulting in no misses.

Close
Explain that our relationship with God is similar to what we just did. The further away from
each other, the harder it was to catch the popcorn. Likewise, the further we are from God, the
harder it is to have a relationship with him. On the other hand, the closer we are to God, the easier it will be to have a strong relationship with Him. How do we get close to God? (Reading the
Bible, prayer, fasting, etc.)
Enjoy a bag of popcorn together!
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Working In the Church
OBJECT LESSON
Materials: Toolbox full of tools

Quest Connection
I have a tool box full of tools. Why do you suppose I need so many tools? It is because each
of these tools has a different purpose. There is no one tool that can do everything. Here is a
hammer. If I need to drive in a nail, this is the tool I need. If I needed to cut a piece of tin,
this hammer just wouldn’t do, would it? No, I would need these tin snips. If I needed to
put a screw into a piece of wood, these tin snips wouldn’t be of much help. I would need
this screwdriver.
The Church is like God’s tool box. God has a lot of jobs to do and he has given the people
in His Church different gifts and talents to help Him to do those jobs. We are His tools! To
some he has given musical talent to help lead others in worship. To some He has given the
talent of teaching so that they can help others to learn more about Him. If I needed to
tighten a screw in my glasses, would this hammer help? Would this great big screwdriver
help? No, I would need this little tiny screwdriver. It doesn’t matter what your talent is
and it doesn’t matter if you are big or small. What does matter is that when God has a job
for you to do, you need to be right there in His toolbox, ready and willing for Him to use
you.

Close
Lord, we thank you that you have given each of us special abilities to do things for you. We
pray that when you need us, we will be ready and willing to do what you need for us to do.
Amen.
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What’s My Line?
GAME
Materials: Black or white board

Quest Connection
Procedure: Before starting the game, have the kids name off different talents that people can
have, and list them on the board. You can also list the various Spiritual Gifts. The Spiritual Gifts
can be found in the following verses:
1 Corinthians 12:8-10, Ephesians 4:11,12, 1 Peter 4:10,11 and Romans 12:4-8.
Your list may look something like this:
Talents
Spiritual Gifts
Drawing
Having Knowledge & Wisdom
Singing
Having Faith
Athletic
Healing
Teaching
Preaching
Writing
Showing Discernment
Acting
Evangelism
Musician
Pastor
Artist
Teaching
Construction
Serving Others
Encouraging Others
Make sure there are plenty of options to choose from to make the game more interesting. Have a
volunteer agree to be a special guest. Choose a talent or Spiritual Gift for the volunteer and tell
them to pretend they have that special talent or Spiritual Gift when answering the questions
from the class. Form two teams. Tell the students in the teams they will start with 1000 points.
The object of the game is to guess what talent or Spiritual Gift the special guest has, but they can
only ask questions that can be answered with yes or no. Each time an answer is no, 100 points is
deducted from the total and the other team.

Close
As members of a church family we all need to use the talents that God has given us to help each
other. As you get older, your talents will change. What are some of the talents that you have
right now that can help God’s church?
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What do you do at
church? Write it
on the lines.

1
Primary

Can you help Troy find the way to church?
1
Primary

Draw a map of your Church!
Draw the layout of your church.
Where does the worship service take place?
Where is your classroom?
Is there a kitchen?

“I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”
Psalm 122:1

1
Primary

Journal Page
When I grow up, I would like to
serve God by. . .

I can serve God today by. . .

1
Primary

