Unit 4—Thanksgiving
Thank You For a Special
Day!
By: Jessica Madonia

Text
Genesis 2:1-3; Hebrews 10:25; Exodus 20:8-11

Key Quest Verse
“I have loved . . . Thy house” (Psalm 26:8).
“Give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good” (Psalm 136:1).

Bible Background
Genesis speaks of beginnings – of the heavens and the earth, of light and darkness, of seas and
skies, of land, of sun, moon and stars, of sea and air and land animals, of humans, etc. By the
seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing, so on the seventh day He rested from
His work. God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the
work of creating that He had done.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know:

To learn about God.

Feel:

A desire to come to church to thank God.

Do:

Thank God for the student’s Sunday School class and a special day to go to
church each week.

Leader’s Devotion
Oftentimes we are locked into our same routine for getting ready for church on Sunday. You
have to make sure you’re dressed and the children are dressed and fed and out the door on time.
We need to slow down and think about how grateful we are that we have clothes to wear and
food to eat each and every day. As you prepare to teach your students this lesson this week, read
and meditate on Psalm 136:1. If you don’t already, start a prayer journal and write down daily,
what you are thankful for and how God has truly blessed you.
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Option A
THANK YOU FOR OUR CHURCH
Materials: Pictures of churches
Procedure: Look at the pictures of the churches. Many, many people love God. They want
to make Him happy. They have churches and go to thank God for loving and making
them. Isn’t it fun to go to church? I’m so glad we have our class and that God loves us.
Let’s listen to our story about a special day we have to give thanks for what we have.
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
GETTING READY FOR CHURCH
Materials: None
Procedure: Have the children tell you what they do to get ready for church. Act out the various
activities related with getting ready for church. For example: getting up, washing hands, dressing, eating.
Isn’t it fun getting ready to go to church? I am so thankful we are able to go to church
each week. I am thankful for all of my friends and family who go to church, too. Let’s listen to our story about a special day we have to thank God for what He has given us.
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles
Everything was as God had planned it. The world was made in a very wise way. The water
and dry land were filled with living things. In the water were fish and on the land were
growing plants and trees, flowers and animals, and people. In the blue sky, birds were flying while singing their happy songs.
At night everything was quiet and sleeping, while only the moon and stars were shining in
the sky. Everyone was pleased with God’s wonderful world. Adam and Eve loved God and
the world He had made. Now everything was done.
Our Bible tells us that now God rested. He knew the world was good. God wasn’t tired,
like we are after a busy day. God rested, because He wanted to enjoy the world He had
made. God made it a special day. We still have a special day. What day do you think it is?
God’s special day is today. We come to church, because we remember the special things
God has done for us. We want to thank Him for loving us so much. Sometimes we sing together to thank God, sometimes we pray together to thank Him, and sometimes we sit quietly and learn about things He tells us in the Bible.
There is another special day that we celebrate every year. On that day we celebrate with
our families and friends. It is a day that we tell God just how thankful we are for everything He has given us and has done for us. Do you know what this day is called? That’s
right! Thanksgiving.
God tells us in the Bible that He wants us to come to church together. That pleases God.
He made a special day so that mommies, daddies, boys and girls can all thank Him. Do you
remember that, when God made the very first people, He made them because He wanted
someone who would love Him? Isn’t it fun to love God? He does so many things for us.
I’m glad He gave us a special day, aren’t you?
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Apple Talk
OBJECT LESSON
Materials: Paper plates, napkins, knife (for teacher only), different kinds and colors of apples

Quest Connection
God created the heavens and the earth. He made everything on this earth. We must remember to thank Him for His creation.
Procedure: Begin with an apple tasting session. Offer the children a variety of apple slices to
try. Point out the different skin color, texture, taste and use of each apple. Split an apple open
and encourage the group to look at it in detail before thanking God for the wonder of creation.

Close
Prayer: Father, Your creation is awesome and amazing. Let us not forget to thank You for
what You have given us. Amen.
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Placemat of Thanks
ARTS/CRAFTS
Materials: Construction paper (assorted colors), poster board (rectangular shape for each student), markers/crayons or colored pencils, Resource Page, scissors, glue

Quest Connection
We are going to make something for you to look at every day to remind you of what you are
thankful for.
Advanced Preparation: Copy the Resource Page of the leaf. Cut the shape out. Trace the leaf
shape onto several sheets of construction paper.
Procedure: Distribute the construction paper leaves to the students. Give them 5 or 6 each.
Have the students color pictures on each leaf of things they are thankful for. Distribute the poster
board placemat to each student. Have them glue their leaves onto their placemats. Allow them
to decorate their placemats with markers/crayons or colored pencils. Have the students cut out
the Key Quest Verse from the Resource Page and glue it onto the placemat.
Optional: Take the placemats to be laminated and return them to the students next week. Then
the students may use their placemats at mealtimes and are able to clean them up when finished.

Close
Prayer: Thank You for the food You provide for us. We thank You so much for taking care
of us. Amen.
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Thanks Book
CRAFT
Materials: 4 uncoated paper plates per child, hole punch, yarn, scissors, markers or crayons, glitter, sequins, glue, Resource Page, old magazines

Quest Connection
We are going to make a book to remind us of just how thankful we are for what God has
provided us with.
Procedure: Stack the 4 plates, eating side up. Punch 3 or 4 holes on the side of the stack of
plates. Cut a strand of yarn. Weave the yarn through the holes and tie a knot. Have the students
decorate the front of their book to make the cover. The following are sample ideas for the cover
page: “Thank You for the food I eat,” “Thank You for my family,” Thank You for my church,”
“Thank You for my friends,” etc. Cut out the title they choose from the Resource Page. Allow
the students to use glitter, markers or crayons and sequins to decorate the book cover. For the
pages of the book, have the students draw pictures or cut out pictures from a magazine relating to
the cover page. For example, they could draw pictures of their favorite foods, pictures of their
families, pictures of things at church or pictures of their friends. Cut out a prayer from the Resource Page and have the students glue it to the last page of their books.

Close
Have the students share their stories with the class. Encourage them to share them with their
families, also.
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Thanksgiving Mix
FOOD: Please check for food allergies!
Materials: 2 cups Bugles crackers, 2 cups pretzels, 1 cup candy corn, 1 cup dried fruits, 1 cup
sunflower seeds, mixing bowl, spoon, small plates (1 for each student), napkins, Resource Page,
scissors, Ziploc baggies

Quest Connection
We are going to make a treat that represents all of the “ingredients” of the special day during the year that we celebrate our thanks with our families, called Thanksgiving. We will
enjoy this yummy treat and also share it with our friends and families.
Procedure: Copy the Resource Page for each student. Have each student cut out the recipe.
Mix the ingredients together. As you are adding each ingredient, explain what it represents.
Serve the mix to the students. Give each student the leftovers in their own Ziploc baggie. Place
the recipe in with the mix. Have them share it with someone.

Close
Enjoy your yummy treat! Don’t forget to pray and thank God for your food.
Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for this food that you have provided for us. Thank You for
always watching over us and taking care of us. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Rhythm Thanks
GAME/MUSIC
Materials: None

Quest Connection
Don’t share your ideas yet, but, can you think of things you are thankful for each day?
When you go outside everyday, do you look up at the clouds and thank God for making
them? Do you look at the trees and thank God for how beautiful He made them? We are
going to play a game today to do just that.
Procedure: Have the students form a circle on the floor beside you. Show each child a simple
rhythm pattern by doing a combination of clapping your hands and tapping your legs. For example, clap twice and tap your legs once. Once all of the students catch on, have them continue the
pattern. While they are doing this, go around the circle and have each child say something they
are thankful for. If they stop the rhythm or can’t come up with something they are thankful for,
they are out of the game. Once the circle is down to one person, that person wins the game.
Teacher Tip: If your students are younger, try doing this same game, but use a tape or CD with
music on it instead of doing the rhythm patterns.

Close
End your class by singing “God is So Good.”
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Thanks Jar
CHRISTIAN LIVING
Materials: Empty baby food jar (one per child), two buttons per child, one pipe cleaner per
child, old sock (one per child), colored construction paper, scissors, glue, ribbon, tape, Resource
Pages (copy for each student), scissors, crayons or markers

Quest Connection
Today we are going to make a jar that you can keep handy at home, and when you think of
something during the day that you are thankful for, you can draw a picture of it and place
it in your jar.
Procedure: Make sure the label is removed from each baby food jar. Distribute the Resource
Pages to each student. Have them cut the heart out. Have each student tape the small heart on
the outside of the jar. Glue the two buttons to the top of the jar to create eyes. Cut a small piece
from the pipe cleaner to form a smile. Glue it onto the jar under the eyes. Cut the sock to form a
hat to place over the top of the jar. Help the students do this part. Also, help them by tying a
bow around the top of the hat with the ribbon. Have your students cut the “thanks sheets” from
the Resource Page. Explain to them that they are to draw a picture of something they are thankful for during the day when they think of it. Then they are to put the pieces of paper into the jar.
Store the pictures in your thanks jar.

Close
Encourage your students to share their pictures with friends and family. This activity will help
instill the importance of prayer in the students’ lives. Close class with prayer.
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Below are pictures of a few of the items God has blessed us with. Cut out
the pictures. There are two of every picture. Flip the cards over and play
a matching game. Don’t forget to thank Him!

Preschool

Resource Page—
Thanks Jar
Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

Thank You, Father, for . . .

I’m thankful
for . . .

Preschool

Resource Page—
Thanks Book

Thank You for the food I eat.

Thank You for my family.
Thank You for my church.
Thank You for my friends.
Prayer

Thank You for the food before us, the
friends beside us and the love between us.
Amen.

Preschool

Resource Page—
Placemat of Thanks

“Give thanks unto the LORD; for
he is good” (Psalm 136:1).

-----------------

-----------------
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Preschool

Resource Page—
Thanksgiving Mix

Thanksgiving Mix
2 cups Bugles—horn of plenty
2 cups pretzels—fold arms in thanks and prayer
1 cup candy corn—during the first winter, the pilgrims were allotted
1 cup dried fruits—celebration of the harvest
1 cup sunflower seeds—potential for good harvest
Mix together in a small bowl.

Preschool

“Give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good” (Psalm 136:1).

Preschool

Draw a picture of how you feel when God gives you things.

Preschool

