Unit 3—God Calls Abraham
God Calls Abraham
By: Linda Carlblom

Text
Genesis 12:1-9

Key Quest Verse
“I will always keep the promise I have made to you” (Genesis 17:7).

Bible Background
It was about one hundred years after the flood that God scattered the people who were building
the tower of Babel. Asshur, Noah’s grandson traveled north about 250 miles and founded the
city of Nineveh. Another group went south and built the town of Ur.
Archaeologists have discovered evidence of a flourishing civilization in Ur during Abraham’s
days. There were extensive libraries there and Abraham was probably well educated. Boat
builders were busy making ships to carry cargo to different areas. The city was a very important
location in the ancient world because of its extension markets and trade ability. Tools were developed for building and farming. Goldsmiths and silversmiths were making beautiful ornamental jewelry that can be seen in museums today. The busier people got, the more they forgot God.
Some people made idols, sold them, and worshiped them. Even Abraham’s father, Terah worshiped idols. This was hard to understand. Noah lived 350 years after the flood and his son
Shem lived 500 years after the flood. The world conditions were almost as bad as before the
flood. God wanted someone who would follow Him. Abraham decided that he would serve God
all of his life. The future of God’s plan laid in Abraham’s decision to do as God asked.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know:

God keeps His promises.

Feel:

They can trust God no matter what.

Do:

Obey God.

Leader’s Devotion
If I had to rate various life activities, moving would be one of my least favorite. I don’t like the
emotional upheaval of leaving behind loved ones, the time consuming work of packing all our
belongings, and I don’t like trying to fit into a new place. I wonder if Abraham (or Sarah) struggled with these feelings when God told Abraham to leave his country, his people and his father’s
household to go into an unknown land that he would show him later. Abram’s moving instructions also carried with them a promise from God, a special calling. God would make him into a
great nation and would bless him. He would make his name great and cause him to be a blessing
to others. And when they reached Shechem, the Lord appeared to Abraham and told him He
would give this land to his offspring. Abraham wasn’t just making a move, he was following
God’s leading. He was leaving behind something good for something better. How often do we
miss the better things God has in store for us because we don’t want to give up the comfort of
what’s familiar? Allow God to lead you into unknown territory, trusting in His great love for
you.
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Option A
MOVE EM’ OUT
Materials: A cardboard box, a few household items to pack, some newspaper
Procedure: Have you ever moved to a new house? What are some things you have to do to
get ready to move? (Pack belongings, find a new house.) You have to put all your things in a
box to take with you. If they’re breakable, you may have to wrap them in paper so they
won’t break. Show how to wrap and pack. In our Bible story today, a man named Abraham
had to move to a new place. Let’s find out about him.
Story Tie-In: Abraham had to move to a new land
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
“WHAT, GOD?”
Materials: None
Procedure: Have you ever heard God talk? Let children answer. I haven’t ever heard
God’s actual voice, but sometimes I feel inside like He’s telling me what to do or not do.
Have you ever felt that way? In our Bible story today, a man named Abraham really heard
God’s voice. What do you think that would sound like? Let children give their best God impressions. Let’s listen to what God had to say to Abraham.
Story Tie-In: God spoke to Abraham and Abraham listened and obeyed.
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Unit 3-PS-E-3

Unit 3—God Calls Abraham

Bible Story
Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles
Materials: Bibles
Procedure: Our Bible story today is found in the front of our Bibles in a book called Genesis, chapter 12. Open your Bible. The Bible is God’s Word and we love what it says. We
handle it with love and care. Would you like to give the Bible a little love? Let the children
gently stroke the pages.
Today’s story tells us about Abraham. He lived in a place called Haran. While he was
there, God spoke to him and said, “You must move from Haran and go to a land that I will
show you.” How do you think Abraham felt about leaving his home and friends behind?
Do you think Abraham did what God asked? Let children respond. Abraham didn’t know
where his new home was. God didn’t tell him how to get there. Abraham had to trust God
to show him the way to where he would live. God made a promise to Abraham. God always keeps His promises. He said, “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you.
I will make you famous and you will bless many people.” What does it mean when God
blesses someone? Let children guess. It means that God will take good care of us and make
us happy. That’s what He promised to Abraham. Then God led Abraham to a land called
Shechem and told him that He would give all that land to Abraham’s children. Abraham
was thankful for God’s blessing and built an altar to thank God. Abraham obeyed God
even when it was hard. We can, too.
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Handprint Painting
ARTS AND CRAFTS
Materials: Construction paper, sponges, paints, wallpaper scraps (optional)

Quest Connection
We are all part of God’s family, because of Abraham
Procedure: Trace the child’s hands on a piece of construction paper. Allow the students to
sponge paint the handprint. Cut out the handprint from the construction paper. Glue the handprint to a wallpaper scrap background. Write under the handprint, “______ is part of God’s family.”
As you work on the project, discuss how we are all a part of God’s family. Tell the children how
Abraham is one of our great, great grandpas, and he believed in the promise that God made to us
to always watch over and guide us in all we do.

Close
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for letting us be in Your family. Watch over us
and be with us always. Amen.
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Standing on the PromMUSIC
Materials: Song “Standing on the Promises” on tape, tape player, a cardboard box, a wooden
box big enough to stand on

Quest Connection
Have you heard the song called “Standing on the Promises?” Let’s listen to it. Play the tape
and sing along. The last line says, “I’m standing on the promises of God.” What do you
think it means to stand on the promises of God? Let children give ideas. I think it means
when God makes a promise in the Bible like He did to Abraham, we can believe them no
matter what. We can stand on them and we won’t fall down, because they’re so strong.
Procedure: Let me show you what I mean. I have two boxes here. One is made of cardboard and the other of wood. What will happen if I stand on this cardboard box? Let children guess. Let’s see. Stand on cardboard box. It will give way and make you fall. That wasn’t a very good thing to stand on, was it? It wasn’t strong enough to hold me. I couldn’t
trust it to keep me from falling. How about this wooden box? What do you think will happen if I stand on it? Let’s see. Stand on wooden box. See the difference? It is strong. I can
trust it to hold me up. That’s how God’s promises are. They are strong and true. They
hold us up in hard times. We can trust them. Let’s sing the song, “Standing on the Promises.” Children may want to take a turn standing on the boxes. Allow them to, (with your help
so no one gets hurt) so they can feel for themselves how strong God’s promises are.

Close
Prayer: God, help us to always trust in You and Your promises. Help us not to give up
when things get hard. Amen.
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Blessing Cards
SERVICE PROJECT
Materials: Construction paper, pictures from magazines or fronts of cards

Quest Connection
God told Abraham He would bless him and make him a blessing to others. We can be a
blessing to others, too. Let’s make a card to give to someone special.
Procedure: Have children decide who they’ll make a card for. Encourage them to choose someone outside of their family. Cut construction paper into card sizes. Have children glue pictures
from magazines or card fronts on the front of the construction paper card. Write beneath the picture: “You are a blessing to me because . . .” and let the children tell you how the person they
will give the card to is special to them. Then write their answer on the inside of the card for
them. Let children sign their own card if they can.

Close
By giving this card to someone you are being a blessing to them, just as God promised
Abraham he would be a blessing to others. God’s promises are true.
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Altar Building
BUILDING
Materials: Blocks

Quest Connection
When God showed Abraham the new place he would live, Abraham built an altar out of
rocks to worship and thank Him. What is an altar? Let children guess. An altar is a pile of
rocks that is built to remind us to worship and thank God. We can build an altar out of
blocks.
Procedure: Allow children to stack blocks on top of each other to build an altar.

Close
Let’s thank God for always being with us and keeping His promises to us.
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Edible Altar Snacks
FOOD: Check for food allergies!
Materials: Cheese cubes, paper plates

Quest Connection
Abraham showed God he was thankful that He showed him the way to his new home by
building an altar. Let’s build an altar we can eat!
Procedure: Give each child a paper plate and several cubes of cheese. Show them how to stack
the cubes on top of each other to make an altar.
Teacher Tip: Be aware of any food allergies your students may have. Alternative foods for this
snack could be marshmallows, crackers, or anything you can stack.

Close
Let’s thank God for our snack.
Prayer: Thank You, God, for this snack You have given us. Amen.
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Trust & Obey Photos
ARTS AND CRAFTS
Materials: Polaroid camera, cardboard photo frame that you can write on, buttons, sequins,
macaroni, old puzzle pieces, beans, or anything else that can be used for kids to decorate their
picture frames, glue

Quest Connection
Abraham trusted God to lead him to his new home. He obeyed and went where God
showed him even though he didn’t know where he was going! We can trust and obey God,
too.
Procedure: Place decorating items and glue on the table for children to start decorating their
frames. Instruct them to leave the bottom of the frame blank so you can write “______ trusts and
obeys God” on it. (You may want to have this already written on before class to save time.)
While they glue items to the frames, take one child aside at a time and take a close-up Polaroid
picture of them. After it develops, place it in the decorated frame.

Close
We don’t need to be afraid to follow God, because He loves us so very much. We can trust
Him to take good care of us.
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Discovery Table
SAND TABLE
Materials: Sand table, plastic figures, small plastic house

Quest Connection
Abraham and Sarah trusted God to lead them on a long journey to their new home.
Procedure: Provide a sand play area where children can walk plastic figures through the sand to
their new home.

Close
Abraham and Sarah obeyed God and went where He showed them. We can obey God, too.
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Draw what your face looks like when someone keeps their promise to you.

Draw what your face looks like when someone breaks their promise to you.

“I will always keep the promise I have made to you” (Genesis 17:7).
Preschool

Draw a picture of your favorite room in your house.

Abraham and Sarah may have missed their old home when they
moved. But, they obeyed God and trusted Him to make them happy
in their new home, and He did! God always keeps His promises.

“I will always keep the promise I have made to you” (Genesis 17:7).
Preschool

Color Abraham’s tent. Make it a solid color, make it striped or any design that you would like. Ask someone to help you cut it out on the
solid lines. Fold down on dotted lines. Glue tabs under.

Preschool

What is something you’re afraid of? Draw a picture of how you can
trust God when you’re afraid.

“I will always keep the promise I have made to you” (Genesis 17:7).

Preschool

