Unit 1 - CREATION - GOD’S FINGERPRINTS

Text
Genesis 1 and 2

Key Quest Verse
“God made the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).

Bible Background
The creation story shows us that God brought the physical world into existence out of nothing. He is the only one who is capable of making something out of nothing. The detailed account of creation is found in the first
two chapters of Genesis, although God as creator is also the theme in Isaiah
40-48. God creates each thing in order while leaving the creation of man
for the final and sixth day of creation. Man was special because he was to
rule over the rest of creation (Genesis 1:28-30) and was chosen to be created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26 & 27).
Notice that God mentions six times in the account of creation (Genesis 1)
that what He created was good. The Bible begins with revealing to us a
caring, powerful Creator who desires a relationship with His most precious
creation, mankind.
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Lesson Quest

What I want my students to:
Know:
God is the creator of all things.
Feel:
Appreciate the beauty of creation.
Do:
Collect see, feel and smell the wonders of creation.
.

Leader’s Devotion

Do you take time daily to look around at what God created around you? Do
you thank Him for the beauty of it and His awesome power? As you prepare
to teach the students about creation, meditate on His power and greatness.
When you visit a zoo, do you find yourself thinking God must have had fun
making all these animals? Just notice the contrast between an octopus and a
flamingo. My visit to a large aquarium gave me the chance to see a black and
white, polka-dot fish! This session gives us a great opportunity to explain to
our youth that there is a “master designer” for all of these things. He created
them and set everything in motion. Sure they change and adapt through the
years, but God is the one who started it all for His glory. Human beings were
given the special honor of being created in His image with the ability to worship and build a relationship with Him. It is so important that we teach our
youth to have a respect for others because we are made in God’s image. Pray
that you may be able to convey to your students that our creative, powerful
Creator should be respected and they should also respect what God has made.
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Option A
Talk about “nothing” and making “something” out of it.
Materials: Large brown paper sack
(Just before the class begins, take an empty, large brown paper sack
and fill it with air. Do not let the class see you do this. Hold the top
so that most of the air stays in.)
“This morning I have brought my magical sack. Can you guess
what is in it? (Allow several to guess, then open the sack and let
them look in.) There is nothing in it, but air. God made “nothing”
into many pretty things. Let’s listen to what God made. Today’s
story tells us all about what God made. Can you guess some things
God made?” On a piece of paper, write down their guesses.
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
Talk about flowers, animals, sun, water and people and how each item
looks, sounds, feels.
Materials: Old magazines, construction paper, scissors, glue
(Before class, cut out pictures of flowers, animals, people, sunshine,
stars and water and glue them onto a piece of construction paper.)
(Show the collage to the students.) Point to a picture and ask what it is.
(Wait for answers.) Keep pointing to each picture and asking what
each picture is. (Wait for answers.) Ask the students how each picture
makes them feel. (Wait for answers.) Ask the students if they know
who made all of these things. Show them how each picture shows different colors, shapes and sizes. “I want to tell you a story about who
made all of these things.”
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles!

Bible Story
Long, long ago there was no earth or sun or stars. There were no people or animals or
seas. But there was God, and God had a wonderful plan. God knew just what He
wanted to make.
At first there was just darkness. Everything was black. Close your eyes; that’s just what
it would have looked like when God had His plan. What do you think God did? He
said, “Let there be light,” and just like that, there was light. God knew that it shouldn’t
always be light, so He called the light time day and the dark time He called night. God
made special lights for us. He made the warm bright sun for the daytime. And for night
when it’s quiet and dark, God made a moon and lots of twinkling stars. (This is out of
order as far as
Everywhere there was water. But God could take care of that. First He made a beautiful
blue sky. Then God put some of the water way up high in the blue sky. He made the
pretty white clouds to hold the water. Some of the water He left down under the sky.
How wonderful God is. He made the world all by Himself. Didn’t God have a wonderful plan?
Now God was ready to make the dry land. Do you know how He did it? God said to the
water, “Get together in special places and leave some dry ground.” The water made seas
and oceans and rivers and lakes. The dry ground appeared. God called the land “earth.”
Some of the land was smooth and flat. Some of the earth was hilly and rough.
After God made the sky with its pretty clouds and lights, and after He made the dry land
and seas, God wasn’t done. He still had many plans. God covered up the dry land with
pretty green grass. God made trees. The trees were very special. Sometimes the trees
have green leaves, but sometimes the leaves turn all pretty colors. Some are red or orange. Some turn yellow or brown. Some are even purple. God made some trees that
have needles, not leaves. These trees stay green even in the winter.
When God made the trees, He made them so they are more than just pretty. We get
some of our food from trees. Oranges, bananas, peaches and pears, plums and apples,
nuts and lemons grow on trees. In the spring the trees have little flowers that grow into
good-to-eat things. Didn’t God have a special plan?
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Bible Story
(CONTINUED)
God also made plants to grow. He made the beautiful flowers. They smell so good
and are so pretty to see. Some of the plants God planted have food for us to eat. God
made strawberries and tomatoes, beans and carrots, potatoes and berries. That was all
long ago.
God knew that the trees and plants would grow old and die. God had a special plan.
He planted seeds. For the big trees God made seeds. Some trees have pine cones full
of seeds; some trees have little seeds that the wind can carry to a new place. Inside
every seed is all that God needs to grow a new tree.
God gave all plants seeds. Some plants have seeds in their flowers or fruits, but all
plants have seeds so new plants can grow.
God planned and made a very special world and He wanted it to have all the pretty
and good-to-eat things always. So God made seeds.
God knew what He would make next. He made animals that could fly in the sky.
What flies in the sky? Birds fly in the sky. God made all kinds of birds. Red ones
and blue ones, brown ones and orange, yellow birds and black birds. God made all
the birds. Some are little and some are big and God planned and made each one.
Then God made fish to swim in the water. Some of the fish were very, very big.
Some fish are tiny little fish. Now it wasn’t quiet. The birds chirped and sang. The
fish splashed in the water. God was so happy when He saw the birds and fish He had
made. He said, “It is good.” God told the fish and birds to have babies, so there
would always be fish and birds in the world God made.
Now God made the animals. He made great big animals; He made middle-sized animals, and He made little animals. God made the animals we see at the zoo.
When God saw everything He had made, He said, “It is good.” The world God made
for us is good. It’s a very special place that only God could make. I’m glad God had
His special plan, aren’t you?
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ARTS AND CRAFTS: A box of wet ones is a good thing to have on hand for quick
clean- up during projects.

Creation Quilt
Materials: Construction paper, crayons, glitter, glue, poster-board
Procedure: Have each student draw a picture of something God created.
For example: animals, the sun, flowers, trees, water, etc. Use the glitter
where the students want it. When all the pictures are completed, glue them
all together on the poster-board. Another option would be to punch three
holes along each side of the square. Tie each square together by running
yarn through the holes. Hang the quilt up on the wall for display where
everyone in the church can enjoy it!

Quest Connection
“Do you remember what God created each day? I want you to draw a
picture of something God created.”

Close
“Boys and girls aren’t you proud of our beautiful quilt? Every time we
look at it, let’s remember to thank God for all the wonderful things He has
made!”
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FOOD: Always check for food allergies!

Ocean Eats
Materials: Graham crackers, blue icing, goldfish crackers, fish fruit
snacks, plastic cups, spoons
Procedure: Give each student a graham cracker. Give each student a
plastic cup with blue icing and a spoon in it. Also, give each student a
plastic cup of fish fruit snacks and a cup of goldfish crackers. Have the
students spread the blue icing on the cracker with their spoons. Have
the students place the fish crackers and fruit snacks on the blue icing.

Quest Connection
“Remember what God created each day? I want you to draw a picture of
something God created.”

Close
“Let’s remember to thank God for all the wonderful things He has made!”
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MUSIC: Have the learners use the shaker they have made to keep the rhythm of the
songs.

Creation
Materials: 2 paper plates per learner, uncooked macaroni noodles, single holepunch, yarn, colorful markers
Procedure: Learners will draw a picture of something they are thankful for with
the markers on two paper plates. Place the paper plates back-to-back, and punch
holes along the outsides of the plates. String yarn through the holes, but leave a
small opening to fill it with macaroni noodles. Finish stringing the rest of the
plates.

Quest Connection
“Let’s show God how happy we are for all the things He made for us. I
have two new songs to teach you today.” (See songs on next page.)

Close
Prayer: Thank You for Your creation, the world! Amen.
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Creation Song
(To the tune of “Row, Row, Row Your Boat”)
God made light and day
The sun, the moon, the stars
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you, Thank you
Oh what a wonderful God you are!
The Seven Day
(To the tune of “Head and Shoulders, Knees and Toes)
God made day and God made night
Day and Night,
Day and Night,
God made day and God made night,
Clap your hands and praise Him!
God made water and the land
Water and land,
Water and land,
God made water and the land,
Clap your hands and praise Him!
God made plants and the trees
Plants and trees,
Plants and trees,
God made plants and the trees,
Clap your hands and praise Him!
God made the sun, moon and stars
Sun, moon and stars,
Sun, moon and stars,
God made the sun, moon and stars
Clap your hands and praise Him!
God made fish and God made birds
Fish and birds,
Fish and birds,
God made fish and God made birds,
Clap your hands and praise Him!
God made all the animals
Animals,
Animals,
God made all the animals,
Clap your hands and praise Him!
God rested on day seven
On day seven,
On day seven,
God rested on day seven,
Z-Z-Z-Z-ZZ-
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ARTS AND CRAFTS: Display artwork where all members of the congregation
can enjoy it!

Outdoor Exploring

Materials: Baggies or small brown paper sacks, poster-board, glue, scissors,
crayons
Procedure: Go outside as a group to an open area where the students can explore.
Have them gather flowers, leaves, grass, small stones, and other little objects. After the students are finished placing all the objects in his/her bag, go back inside to
the classroom. Clean off the objects and have the students gather around you in a
circle. Place the poster-board in the center of the circle. Taking turns, have each
student tell the others what he/she found. Then have the student glue his/her
items on the poster. When everyone is finished, put a label at the top of the poster
-board saying, “God’s Creation.” Display the collage on the wall.

Quest Connection
“What are some things God created outside? We are going to go exploring
outside to find all kinds of things God created.”

Close
“Let’s always remember that we have an awesome God who made everything!” (Optional: Sing the chorus “Awesome God.”)
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FOOD: Be sure to check for food allergies!

Mashed Potato Sculpture
Materials: Instant mashed potatoes, 2 eggs, baking dish, pastry brush, plastic spoons, popsicle sticks, small plates
Procedure: Give each child a small plate. Spoon a small portion of the
mixture onto the plate. Give the child a plastic spoon and 2 popsicle sticks.
Have the child make their favorite animal from the mixture on his/her plate.
Once the child has finished his/her masterpiece, brush a dab of the egg
whites over the sculpture. Bake them in the oven at 350 degrees until
brown. Once each has cooled, let the child eat and enjoy.

Quest Connection
“Remember how God made the fish of the sea and the birds of the air on
day 5, and all the 4-legged animals on day 6? We are going to make our
own animals.”
(Teachers prepare the following ahead of time: Prepare the mashed potatoes
from the directions on the box. Beat in 2 egg yolks. Save the egg whites in
a separate bowl. Empty mixture into a buttered baking dish.)

Close
“Let’s always remember that we have an awesome God who made everything!” (Optional: Sing the chorus “Awesome God.”)
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ARTS AND CRAFTS: Display artwork where all members of the congregation can enjoy it!

Creation Mobile
Materials: Glue stick, scissors, string, resource pages, crayons, single
hole-punch
Preparation: Copy enough pages for the number of students from the
resource pages. Have the students color the pictures from the resource
page (on the next page). Cut out that same picture (picture of the
earth). Help each student hole punch 4 holes on the bottom of the
earth. Have the students color the pictures from resource pages. When
the pictures are colored, have the students cut them out. Help each student hole-punch each picture one time at the top of each one. Tie an
equal length piece of string to each of the 4 pictures and tie them to the
bottom of the earth picture. Take one last piece of string and tie it to
the top of the earth and hang it from the ceiling.

Quest Connection
“We know that God created all things. We are going to make something
that you can hang up somewhere in your house. This will help you to remember to thank God for all the wonderful things He has made!”

Close
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for all You made for us. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.
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God made so many beautiful things! Can you add
some animals in this picture? Color the picture.
God made the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:1).
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WORKSHEET
Add some of your favorite animals to this picture. Color all the animals! God created
some interesting animals!

Preschool

Draw something that you are glad that God made in the spaces below.

God made the heavens and the earth
(Genesis 1:1).
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Color the two birds that look
alike the same colors!

God made beautiful birds!
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