
Crossing the Jordan River 
 

By: Nikki Green 

Text 

Key Quest Verse 

Bible Background 

Joshua 3 and 4 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.”  I Chronicles 16:34 (NIV) 

 The Ark of the Covenant was to be carried only by the Levites.  God gave the Israelites specific 

instructions on how to cross the flooded Jordan River.  The Israelites came to the river in the 

spring when it was flooded.  God’s perfect timing was to help demonstrate his power by working 

a miracle so all would cross on dry land.  It was not only a testimony on His supernatural power 

to His own people but also to everyone around.  
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Leader’s Devotion  

We need to thank God for all He has done, all he is doing, and all He will do in our lives.   

 

What I want my students to: 

 

Know:  God is good and He loves us. 

 

Feel:     Feel thankful and loved by God. 

 

Do:      Thank God for His goodness and love.  

God is so good; I don’t know how people function without Him.  His love is true and endures 

forever.  He wants us to be successful.  Proverbs 16:3 says, “Commit to the Lord whatever you 

do, and your plans will succeed.”  There is no end to the power God can use for us.  Joshua had 

committed his life and plans to God – of course he was going to be successful.  God is constantly 

working things out that we are unaware of.  When Joshua had the priests step foot into the Jordan 

River at flood stage, God had already started orchestrating this event.  The Bible tells us, the Jor-

dan quit flowing at a place called “Adam”, around twenty miles from them.  Zondervan’s NIV 

Study Bible says, “the stoppage nearly 20 miles upstream would have happened several hours 

earlier to make the events coincide” (pg 295).  Hours before, God had stopped the water up-

stream, so that at the very moment the priests put their feet in the water, it stopped.  Now that’s 

power!  Joshua and the priests didn’t know they should have been praying hours earlier for the 

water to stop upstream.   Sometimes we don’t know what we should be praying for, either.  We 

must be committed to God and trust that He will work all things out.  He loves us and knows 

what’s best for us.  As we grow and mature, let’s pray for a deeper commitment (of everything 

we do) to our Heavenly Father.        

Lesson Quest 
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Materials: A needle, a piece of paper, and a tabletop.  
 

Show the students your needle.  Hold a piece of paper up and place the bottom against the table.  

See this needle, it has an eye at the top.  We all have eyes and enjoy using them to sort out 

what’s going on in the world.  Sometime we have to close our eyes and use our sense of 

hearing.  God wants us to listen to Him.  I want everyone to close your eyes and listen.  I’m 

going to drop the needle behind this paper and onto the table.  Raise your hand when you 

hear it drop.  Drop the needle.  Sometimes you may feel an urge to give a hug, or tell some-

one you care about them … listen … that may be God talking to you.  Listen and respond.  

Don’t think, of how people may “look” at you.  Listen to God’s word and do what you know 

He’d want you to do.  God spoke to Joshua.  God told him when and how to cross the Jor-

dan River.  Joshua heard His words and did just as he was told.   

Materials: Lemon juice, Q-tip, paper, heat source (toaster, light bulb, or iron), and an outlet.  

 

If you have a lemon, cut it before class.  Write a message on your paper by dipping the Q-tip into 

the lemon juice before class.  Write, “Thank God.”  Show your paper to the class.  Can anyone 

read the secret message?  There is something important written on here, it’s a message 

from God.  We need a little help to decode this message.  Turn on your heat source.  Hold the 

paper directly over the light bulb, toaster, or iron.  The words will magically appear.  What does 

it say?  “Thank God”. The Bible actually tells us to thank God.  Many people think God is a 

big mystery, but He actually has a lot to tell us.  His word is true and important to follow.  

We need to give thanks to God; He is good, and His love does endure forever.  There is no 

mystery there.  Just as Joshua listened to the word of God spoken to him, we need to listen 

to the word of God written for us.  God’s word is the Bible and He can lead you through the 

rough waters of your life, just as He led Joshua through the rough waters of the Jordan.     

Option A 

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY 

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY 
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Advanced Preparation: Call parents before class and have them send one or two memorable 

photographs with their child.  Encourage parents to remind their child of the special story behind 

the picture, why it was taken, and what was happening that day. The teacher should also bring a 

few special photos to share. 
 

Have the children sit in a circle on the floor, or around a table.  Spread all the pictures out so they 

can all be seen.  Start with your own picture.  Have the children guess how old you were and 

what event was taking place.  Explain how easy it is for you to remember this event, or know 

what happened because you have a lasting image.  Have each child take a turn sharing their pic-

ture and the memory behind that photograph. Just as we use these pictures as reminders of 

events, God had a special way to remind His people of a miraculous event.  God knew the 

importance of remembering.  He wanted His people to have a lasting image of His goodness 

and love.  A miracle was performed in our story today, and God wanted this event en-

graved in the minds of all who were there.  A memorial was set up of twelve large rocks so 

that those who were there could remember how they had crossed the Jordan River.  Also, 

for their children in the future – they could come and see it, and know the story. 

 

The two spies, who had stayed with Rahab returned safely with a report for Joshua.  They 

knew the layout of the city, and best of all – they knew the people in Jericho were petrified 

then.  The spies told Joshua, “The Lord has surely given the whole land into our hands; all 

the people are melting in fear because of us.” (Joshua 2:24).  The Israelites, God’s chosen 

people, moved their camp to the Jordan.  They camped near the River before crossing over.  

Joshua’s officers went throughout the camp, telling everyone to follow the lead of the Ark 

of the Covenant.  The Ark of the Covenant had three important items within it.  It held the 

Ten Commandments, Aaron’s staff that had miraculously budded, and manna.  It symbol-

ized the presence and glory of God.  The Ark was carried ahead of the people by the priests, 

or Levites, to show that God was taking His people into the land He had promised them.  

Joshua told the people that God was going to do amazing things before them.  Joshua in-

structed the priests to take the Ark of the Lord and pass on ahead of the people.  Joshua 

told them to go and stand in the river.   

 

Bible Story 
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The Jordan River was at flood stage.  Normally it would have been a death sentence, to ask 

someone to try to stand in this river – they would have been washed away.  God wanted to 

show His power and wanted to exalt Joshua as a leader.  Forty years earlier He had mi-

raculously parted the Red Sea under the direction of Moses.  There were only two men in 

this whole assembly who had witnessed that miracle - Joshua and Caleb.  The rest had only 

heard stories passed down about Egypt, the plagues, and the Red Sea miracle.  The priests 

went ahead with the Ark, and as soon as their feet touched the water’s edge, the water 

stopped flowing.  It piled up in a heap and formed a great water wall.  The Israelites then 

went across, not in the mud, but on dry ground.  The priests stood in the middle of the river 

until all the people had crossed.  The Israelites were instructed not to get near the Ark, to 

show reverence for God.  They were not to be within 1000 yards of it.    The Lord told 

Joshua to choose twelve men, one from each tribe, and have them take up a stone from the 

middle of the Jordan, from right where the priests stood.  Joshua instructed them to do so.  

They each lifted a stone, carried it on their shoulder, and placed it at their campsite.  

Joshua set the twelve stones up as a memorial for all to see and remember what God had 

done for them.  Once all the people had crossed, Joshua told the priests to come up out of 

the Jordan.  When the priests set their feet outside of the river, the Jordan once again filled 

in and ran at flood stage.         

 

Joshua told the people, “In the future when your descendants ask their fathers, ‘What do 

these stones mean?’ tell them, ‘Israel crossed the Jordan on dry ground.’  For the Lord 

your God dried up the Jordan before you until you had crossed over” (Joshua 4:21-23).  

And to think, this all happened at flood stage … I would like to have had a picture of that! 
Which part of the story do you most wish you had a picture of?  Discuss. 

Bible Story 
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Quest Connection 

CRAFT 

 

Materials: Sugar cubes (12 per child) and white glue.  Preparation: Place 12 sugar cubes and 

glue in front of each child.  

Procedure: Have children glue three cubes in a row together.  Next they glue three more to-

gether on top of their previous three.  This will form the base to their cross.  Now they must glue 

four in a row together, and lay them flat.  Glue one to each side of the four, attaching these cubes 

to the second down, to form a cross.  After approximately 5 minutes, they can stand their cross 

up, and attach it to the base.   

 

The nation of Israel miraculously crossed the Jordan River.  After crossing, God told 

Joshua to have 12 men (one from each tribe) choose a stone from the riverbed.  These 

stones were then set up as a memorial for all to see.  They were to remind all of Israel of the 

great crossing of the Jordan.  During flood stage, the entire nation was able to cross the 

river on dry ground.  We have used 12 sugar cubes, just as God’s people used 12 stones as a 

sign.   

We didn’t cross a river, but because of The Cross we are able to cross into the gates of the 

Kingdom.  The cross is our Christian symbol for all to see.  This reminds us what Christ did 

for us.  He died for our sins so that we could have the gift of eternal life.      

A Sign for All to See 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

CRAFT 

 

Materials: Popsicle sticks and pipe cleaners.  For bubble solution you will need: Liquid dish-

washing detergent (Joy or Dawn work best), water, and light corn syrup. 

 

Preparation: Give each child one Popsicle stick and two pipe cleaners.   

Procedure: Students can twist their pipe cleaners around the Popsicle stick, then they can shape 

it into their own special bubble maker.  They can add a second pipe cleaner to their bubble wand 

to make extra bubbles, if they like. 

Bubble mixture:  ¼ cup liquid dishwashing detergent, ¾ cup water, and 1 ½ tbsp light corn 

syrup.  You can put bubble solution in a pie pan for use that day. 

 

As the Israelites and Joshua crossed the Jordan River with the water “piled up in a heap,” 

do you think they could see bubbles in the walls of water?  I don’t know.  I’m sure they felt 

like little children under God’s command.  Bubbles remind me of children and fun.  We are 

all God’s children.  He gives us joy in knowing our promised land will be awesome.  There 

will be no more pain or sadness, streets paved with gold - an unbelievable sight.   

We can rejoice and thank God for our future in the Kingdom.  Let’s make more bubbles 

and celebrate our future.  

Bubble Maker 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

GAME  

 

Materials: Large cardboard box, 8 sheets of different colored construction paper, spray paint, 

glue, scotch tape, prizes (large prize or penny prizes/bubble gum, tootsie rolls, etc.) 

 

Preparation:  Spray the box with paint.   Glue “Bible Jeopardy” inside the box.  Cut the con-

struction paper into 2 x 4-inch squares and fold in half.  Mark the outside of each square with a 

number 1, 2, or 3 for each color making sure the square can still be opened with the number 

showing when glued down.  Glue each square inside the box as follows:  red 1, under it red 2, 

under it red 3.  Next, another color, until the box is full. Place scotch tape inside the square to 

tape questions to.  It will make it easier to remove the questions from the scotch tape rather than 

the paper.  Fold questions and tape inside each colored square, with the easiest being question 

number 1 and the hardest being number 3.  (I found it to be easier to just keep the questions on a 

piece of paper rather than taping and untaping every time I use the game).  Scores can be kept 

with one large prize or prizes can be given for each question answered correctly. 

How many of you have ever watched Jeopardy on television?  We now have our own Jeop-

ardy game, with each of you having a chance to win.  To begin we will take turns starting 

with the person to my right.  ________ can choose a color and a number and they will be 

required to answer that question to receive the points or a prize.   If they cannot answer their 

question, the person next to them has a chance to answer it and also will get their own question.  

The game is over when all questions have been answered.  If you are only using a piece of paper 

with the questions, you may want to use a pencil to mark off each question as it is answered. 

This game can be played over and over.  Save it for another lesson, and make up questions to go 

with whatever you are studying. 

You are all so good at this game, thanks for playing.  I hope we will have the chance to play 

together again soon. 

Bible Jeopardy 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

SCIENCE 

 

Materials: Plastic spoons, salt, pepper, and saucers 

 

Preparation: Have a saucer and a plastic spoon for each child.  Pour ½ tsp of salt on each saucer 

with a pinch of pepper on top. 

In Matthew, Jesus calls us the “salt of the earth”.  We strive, as Christians, to be pure white 

– like this salt.  From time to time, we become dirty, with little speckles of black sin.  Put a 

pinch of pepper into each child’s hand.  I want you to sprinkle the top of your salt pile with 

this sin.  Now if we took water and tried to wash the black out, we would destroy the good 

salt too.  It’s so little; it would be impossible for us to pick out all the little pieces of sin on 

our own.  We need the power of God to lift away the “bad”.  Pick up your plastic spoons.  

Rub them for a minute on any item of clothing to cause static.  Place your spoon over your 

sin, and watch it get lifted away.  The static will make it cling to the spoon.   

Let God lift away all the sin in our lives.  Let’s focus on being the salt of the earth, and 

thank God for His goodness and love.  

Lift Away the Bad 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

SCIENCE 

 

Materials: Clear glasses, water, and Alka-seltzer tablets 

 

Preparation: Fill students glasses with water before class. 

Think of a time in your life when you were so excited, you just about couldn’t contain your-

self?  Maybe you where getting ready for vacation, found out a cute boy or girl liked you, or 

you were getting ready to ride an exciting ride at an amusement park.  Did you feel your 

heart racing with anticipation?  Many people in love say they feel like their heart is skip-

ping a beat.  Some say they feel like they are bubbling over with excitement and love to-

ward that special person.  Can you imagine the excitement and love God’s people felt for 

Him while they were crossing the Jordan – and then once they were all across safely?  I 

imagine they were just overwhelmed with joy and thanksgiving for their Heavenly Father.  

Can you think of a time when you’ve felt like that toward God?  We need to get excited 

about him and all he is doing.  Drop your Alka-seltzer in your glass as an example.  Everyone, 

drop your tablets in your water.  The water is you, and your adding God to the equation.  

He can make life pretty exciting!   

Be thankful that His love endures forever, and we can enjoy the goodness He brings to our 

lives. 

Bubbling With Joy 

Close 
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Help the Israelites find the Promised Land!  

Start 

End 
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Questions for Crossing the Jordan Bible Jeopardy 
 

Red  

1.  What people crossed the Jordan River?  Israelites 

How did the Israelites cross the Jordan River? (Boat) (Foot) (Bridge) 

Who was Israel’s leader after Moses died?  Joshua 

 

Yellow 

Name one thing God provided for the Israelites.  Food 

What did the high priests carry?  Ark of the covenant 

What was in the Ark of the Covenant?  Tablets of 10 commandments, rod, manna 

 

Orange 

How many stones were placed for remembrance? 

Where did the stones come from for the remembrance altar? 

Who chose and carried the stones? 

 

Purple 

What report did the 2 spies bring back?  They are afraid of us 

Who carried the Ark of the Covenant?  Priests 

What placed in the water stopped it?  Priests feet 

 

Blue 

Who protected and feed the Israelites? God 

What food did God supply the Israelites for forty years?  Manna 

What is another name for Canaan?  Promised Land 

 

Pink 

Was God with Joshua and the Israelites? 

Who stood before Joshua when he said, “Are you with us or against us?” angel 

 What is another name for the Promised Land?  Canaan 

 

Green 

Who did Joshua trust?  God 

What message did the angel give Joshua?  God is with you and will give you this 

When the priest’s feet touched the water what happened?  It stood up 

 

Brown:   

What is the name of God’s chosen people?  Israelites 

As soon as the people entered the Promised Land where did they get their food? From the land 

What book of the Bible do we find today’s story in?  Joshua  


