Unit 4—Thanksgiving
Give Thanks By Giving
By: Karen Cheatwood,
Myra Hamilton,
Kathy Kidd

Text
Genesis 1:29; 2 Corinthians 9:10–15; Luke 17:11–19 (NIV)

Key Quest Verse
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gifts” (2 Corinthians 9:15, NIV).

Bible Background
In the Bible, leprosy was considered a punishment from God for sin. The victim was said to be
in a state of tsara’ath, or defilement. This Hebrew word was later translated as lepros, from
which came the word leprosy. Having leprosy was considered to be unclean. After the condition
had progressed to a point, he is utterly unclean and he must live apart from the clean (see Leviticus 13:1-59).
In Luke 17:11-19, the leper who returned to thank Jesus was a Samaritan. In New Testament
times, the Samaritans were considered hostile to the Jews. This is shown through the irony of the
Parable of the Good Samaritan, who aided a sick Jewish traveler although members of his own
Jewish faith would not (see Luke 10:30-37) and by the story of the conversation between Jesus
and the woman of Samaria (see John 4:5-42).
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know:

That everything comes from God and that by sharing we glorify our Father.

Feel:

A desire to help provide for the needs of others as a way of praising our Father.

Do:

Thank God for providing for us by sacrificial giving to others.

Leader’s Devotion
Throughout the Bible we are told we are to give thanks to God. In preparation for this Thanksgiving lesson read a few of these verses:
Start with the Parable of the Ten Lepers – Luke 17:11-19. Jesus tells us as He was traveling to Jerusalem,
He came upon a village where ten men with leprosy lived. After healing all ten, only one man came back
and gave praise to God for his healing.
Genesis 1:29 reminds us that God is the one who has provided all the plants, seeds and fruits we will ever
need.
2 Corinthians 9:6-15. Paul writes that we are to sow generously and with a cheerful heart. When we give
back to God by helping others, God will in return bless us with more than we gave. When we give sparingly, we reap sparingly.
1 Thessalonians 5:18. “Give thanks in all circumstances for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
Now look back at your own life. Do you remember to give thanks for all healings? We all remember to
give thanks for the big ones such as a recovery from surgery or a broken bone, but what about the day-today small healings? Have you ever cut a finger peeling a potato and thanked God for giving you a body
that can heal itself?
God tells us He provides all we will ever need. When you are given the opportunity to give back to God
with what type of heart do you give? Do you freely give with a cheerful heart or do you only give a very
small part back to God out of fear that you might not have enough for yourself?
God does truly supply for our needs. We are to be thankful at all times. As humans, we are shortsighted
beings and cannot see what is in our future. Knowing this, we should always trust God to supply for these
needs. The next time you are in a trying circumstance, remember to give thanks to God for looking out
for your future and for helping get you through the current circumstance.
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Option A
ONE TENTH GAVE THANKS
Materials: Bubble wrap, markers – brown, red, yellow and possibly green (permanent markers),
tape
Procedure: For this opening, we suggest that you use a large area, possibly your sanctuary. You
need to have ten plus students. We suggest that you may want to combine classes for this “Get
Set.” As students arrive, give them a section of bubble wrap (a 4 x 5-inch section should do
well). Have students use markers and make the bubble wrap look like an ugly sore. Students
should then cut the bubble wrap into several small sections and set them aside.
After telling the story choose ten students, and have someone tape the pieces of colored bubble
wrap on their exposed skin. Have non-leprous students walk by the lepers as the lepers shout
“unclean, unclean, unclean.” Then have Jesus walk by. After students have acted out the story,
allow each student to pop one of the sores (bubble wrap) and give a praise to God. Now read
verse Luke 17:18 and tell the students that Jesus is telling us that we should always praise God
and say thank You for all the things He gives us and does for us. Copy the Journal Page and
have students make a list of a few things they are thankful for. Have them take this page home
and add items that they discover during the week that they should be thankful for. Be sure and
discuss their work next week.
Teacher Tip: Use permanent markers; the plastic bubble wrap will not absorb water-base markers.
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Option B
THANKFUL TREE
Materials: Flower pot, sand, bare tree branches, leaf shapes from colored craft foam
(construction paper could be used), permanent markers
Procedure: Fill a flower pot with sand and put a shapely bare tree branch in it securely. Have
your leaves cut and markers out when students arrive. Ask students to take one or two leaves and
write their name and date on one side and something they are thankful for on the other side. Put
a large ornament hanger or a straightened paper clip through the stem of the leaf and have students hang the leaves on the tree. If you don’t have many students, you might want to ask other
classes to also participate and then display your thankful tree in the sanctuary for all to see.
In Luke we have a story of ten lepers, with one foreigner who seemed to comprehend our
memory verse (2 Corinthians 9:15.) Who can repeat this verse? After you tell the Bible
story of the Ten Lepers based on Luke 17:11-19, tell them that next week we will discuss how
many of them thanked God for what they wrote on their leaf. (It would be great to keep the
leaves somewhere until next Thanksgiving and have the same students do a new leaf and give
them the one they did this year.)
(Idea from “Family Fun” magazine, November 2002)
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles
(Bible story of the Ten Lepers based on Luke 17:11-19)
(Teacher should have bubble wrap sores on his/her arm and on a finger.) If you saw a person
with sores like this on them, what would you say to them or what would you do? In the Bible there is a story about Ten Lepers. Leprosy is a disease that causes large sores all over
the body. Where there are sores, all feeling disappears. Look at this sore on my finger. If
I really had leprosy and put my finger in a fire, I would not realize that it was being burnt
until I smelled the burning skin. Lepers often had fingers and toes just fall off.
In Bible times because people were very afraid of catching leprosy, they sent anyone having
it away to another town or place where other lepers lived. When they were sent away, they
knew that they would probably never see their family again.
When people traveled and came near the leper colony, the lepers had to shout “unclean,
unclean, unclean” as a warning. One day as Jesus was walking to Jerusalem along the border of Samaria and Galilee, ten lepers ran out to Him. The men were so excited about seeing Jesus that they forgot to warn Jesus; they simply shouted, “Jesus, Master, have pity on
us.”
Jesus simply replied, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” Today we would send a person
to a doctor to verify that they no longer had leprosy. In Jesus’ time lepers had to go to the
priest to show that they had been healed and that they could return to their homes.
One of the lepers came back praising God in a loud voice and throwing himself at Jesus’
feet. Jesus then asked him, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? This
one who returned was a foreigner, a Samaritan.” (If students can comprehend the deeper
meaning of the story, explain to them that the man was one that the Jews did not accept. If there
is any type of racial discrimination in your area, you could use them as examples and possibly
start an eye opening discussion. Don’t start such a discussion unless you can defend your position with Bible principles.) Jesus then said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you
well.”

Unit 4-EL-F-5

Unit 4—Thanksgiving

History of Thanksgiving
HISTORY
Materials: A picture book about Sarah Hale and how Thanksgiving became a national holiday in the
United States: ThankYou Sarah: The Woman Who Saved Thanksgiving by Laurie Halse Anderson –
Simon & Schuster ISBN 0689847874 and/or a picture book about Thanksgiving in Canada: Thanksgiving Day in Canada by Krep Val Lewicki; illuustrator Anna Auml

Quest Connection
We are so very thankful to live in a country where we can worship God and write to our local newspapers about our church. We know that our country was founded on a desire to worship God
openly as we see fit. We want to continue telling others of this great freedom. We want to repeat
our key verse: 2 Corinthians 9:15, “Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”
Procedure: Read the book to the students (U.S.) and tell the students that Mrs. Sarah Hale, a widow
with five children, was responsible for making Thanksgiving a national holiday. She wrote editorials in the The Ladies’ Magazine for forty years. She also wrote to three presidents, until finally,
President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving as a holiday in 1893. On one of the “extra
pages” at the end of the book, it says, “Pick up your pen. Change the world.” When you come to
that part or simply at the end of the story say, “Pick up your pen. Change the world.” You can do this
by writing and inviting one friend to Sunday School and church.
In Canada: Harvest celebrations have been around a long time. Ever since the very first harvest, about
2,000 years ago, people have given thanks for a prosperous bounty. The first formal Canadian Thanksgiving was held just over 40 years prior to the pilgrims landing in Massachusetts. An English explorer
named Martin Frobisher had been trying to find a northern passage to the Orient. He did not succeed but
he did establish a settlement in Northern America and he did celebrate a harvest feast. This is considered
the first Canadian Thanksgiving. In 1957, Parliament announced that on the second Monday in October
that Thanksgiving would be “a day of general thanksgiving to almighty God for the bountiful harvest with
which Canada has been blessed.”
(source: http://www.web-holidays.com/canada/)
Teacher Tip: Reword the article in the Resource Page, entitle it “Letter to the Editor,” and read it to your
students and have them help you fill in the blanks.

Close
Have each student name something they are thankful for that pertains to food or their country. Form a
prayer circle and have each student thank God for one thing.
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Collecting Food
SERVICE PROJECT
Materials: Box, items to decorate the box such as: markers, glue, sequins, glitter, etc., Resource
Page

Quest Connection
Do you remember what 2 Corinthians 9:10-12 promised? Let us read it. We are promised
to be made rich, so we can share with others, and in doing so we are thanking God, our
Creator. Isn’t it a wonderful feeling to know that God is being blessed by the small things
that you do? We don’t have to travel thousands of miles to be a missionary and to say
thank you.
Advance Preparation: Prepare a note to be sent home to parents the week before. (A sample is
included with the work sheets). Also be sure and have a notice of the project put in the bulletin
the week before asking all to help with it.
Procedure: Have a decorated box or container for non-perishable food items to be taken to the
local food pantry. Have some information to share with your students on how the food is distributed at your local pantry. Make your students aware of the needs locally and take as many of
your students as feasible with you when you deliver the food.

Close
Don’t ever be afraid to give to others even when you think that you don’t have enough for
yourself. Let’s read Matthew 6:25-26. God will provide when you say thanks to Him by
sharing.
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Thanksgiving Dinner
GROUP PROJECT
Materials: Invitations, paper, pencils

Quest Connection
Review 2 Corinthians 9:12-15. In serving others, we are serving God and giving Him the
thanks that He deserves. It often takes work and planning to prepare for a Thanksgiving
dinner, but God will be praised if it is done with a loving, willing heart; and we will receive
a reward of knowing that a job has been done well in the name of our Lord.
Procedure: Have your class volunteer to be in charge of the Thanksgiving Dinner at your church
this year. Plan to invite people from the community to share what you are thankful for, your
God, your church building, your friends and your food. (If you write the article for your local
newspaper, be sure and include an invitation to this dinner.) In class you can make invitations to
send to those in the community and/or make flyers to put up in the post office, local libraries, etc.
Plan what you think your church can handle, then invite a few more. We know that with God’s
help, we can do indescribable things. Remember Thanksgiving is a time to be thankful for everything and everyone that God has put in our lives.
Be sure and make your students responsible for asking the church members, the Dorcas or Board
for help with the food. Plan who will be in charge of the drinks, setting up tables, decorating, etc.
If your class is in charge, be sure that they take the responsibility of seeing that it is done properly. This includes the clean up. If others help, encourage your class members to say thank-you
and write special thank-you notes.

Close
Be sure and close each planning session with a prayer (don’t forget to ask God’s guidance before
the session also) of thanksgiving.
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Health Care Servant
GUEST QUEST
Materials: Ask a health care worker to join your class

Quest Connection
Let’s look at Genesis 1:29 and Luke 17:11-17. We know God has provided food and plants
for our use. God also has provided for us in other ways that we don’t think about. I have
invited (guest’s name) to help us understand some of the ways God has provided for our
needs within our own bodies.
Procedure: Ask a health care worker to visit your class. He or she may want to bring sample
pictures of the body systems and special information on leprosy.
Ask your guest to share the following information:
1. Tell how the body works together to heal cuts.
2. To tell how different systems work together, such as skin and nerve endings that protect us
from harm.
3. To tell how our body uses the food that God provides for us.
4. To tell about leprosy – do we still have it, etc.

Close
I can see that (guest’s name) has an understanding of 2 Corinthians 9:15. Who remembers
the verse? (Guest's name) has given us some insight on the indescribable way God has
made us. If appropriate ask your guest to dismiss the class with prayer.
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Seed Picture Frame
ARTS/CRAFTS
Materials: Several packets of large garden seeds such as: pumpkin, peas, beans, corn, squash or
sunflower seeds, 5x7 photo matte or make your own out of poster board, poster board cut to fit
back of photo matte, glue (tacky glue works best), magnets – cut to fit back of frame to hang on
fridge

Quest Connection
Do you realize that when you plant two of these seeds together that you get a new plant that
grows vegetables to eat and also has more seeds inside to plant? Some of these vegetables
can have hundreds of seeds inside one plant. Ask students to read Genesis 1:29. We are going to make a picture frame out of seeds. God has given us every seed-bearing plant and
every tree that has fruit with seed in it for us to eat. We should thank God everyday for the
food that He has provided for us. When you take this picture frame home, tell your parents, and friends as they admire it, that it reminds you to thank God for all the seedbearing plants and trees that He has provided for us for food.
Procedure: Glue seeds onto photo matte. Either print the Key Quest verse (2 Cor. 9:15) or put a
picture from the activities your class has been involved in, such as the food drive, Thanksgiving
dinner, or acting out the Lepers story. Glue the poster board, cut to fit the back of the frame.
Allow to dry. Attach magnet(s) to the back of the frame.

Close
To show thanks to God, we should share with others of ourselves and of what He has given
unto us. Discuss ways you can give back to God showing thanks to Him for providing for all
your needs. Pray that God will guide you in finding ways to praise Him and to share with
others the blessings He has provided for you.
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Origami Turkey
CRAFT
Materials: Photocopy of Resource Page entitled, “Origami Turkey”

Quest Connection
Tradition says the Pilgrims and Indians ate turkey at the first Thanksgiving, so we are going to make an origami turkey as a symbol to remind us to give thanks to God. As you display this turkey or show others how to make such a turkey, remember to tell them about
how it reminds you to give thanks to God for your food and for your country. We do not
want to be like the nine lepers that were so happy being healthy and able to return to their
family, that we forget who is responsible for all that we have.
Procedure: Practice making the origami turkey two or three times before class. For larger
classes, you may want another adult or older student to practice with you so they can help during
class.

Close
Allow each student to display his/her turkey and pray a sentence prayer of thanksgiving.
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Seed & Fruit Snack
FOOD: Please check for food allergies!
Materials: Pieces of orange, yellow or brown construction paper, variety of snack items such as:
mixed nuts, peanuts, banana chips, pop corn, dried apples, raisins, sunflower seeds, etc., Ziploc
baggies

Quest Connection
Genesis 1:29 – God has provided seeds and plants for us to eat. Discuss where your snack
items came from. Are these a seed, or are they from a plant that grew from a seed?
Procedure:
1. Have the students write the Key Quest Verse on the paper.
2. Roll construction paper into a funnel shape with the Key Quest Verse on the outside.
3. Fold the pointed bottom upward and tape or glue in place.
4. Fold down or cut off the top of the funnel to make a flat top.
5. Allow each student to add items to their own baggies (check for food allergies!)
6. Put the baggie inside his/her “horn of plenty.”

Close
Sing one of the “thanks choruses,” such as “Give Thanks” as a means of giving thanks to God
for what He has provided for us. Have students jot down in their journals a couple of things that
they are thankful for. Have a student give a prayer of thanks for each item.
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What gifts should we thank God for? Use the following code to figure out the answer .

The first word describes the type of gifts and the rest of the words should be familiar to you.
Unscramble the words and see how they connect to our lesson.

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
5 7,8 2,3 3 10 2 9,10 5 1,2 1 1,2 6,7 3

_____
10,11

___
8

___ ___
4
5

_____
10,11

___ ___
1,2 3

___ _____
3,4 10, 11

___ ___ ___
4 8 2,3

___ ___ ___
4,5 5 10

___ ___ ____
3,4 8 9,10

___ ___ ___ ___ ___
4,5 1 7,8 6 10
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Resource Page—
Collecting Food

Date

Dear Parents (personalize the greeting if possible)
I hope that your child (again insert name if possible) has told you about our Sunday School
lesson from 2 Corinthians 9:11. We learned that God will make us rich in every way, so that
we can be generous and through our generosity God will be thanked.
To put this verse into action we are asking that each student bring non-perishable items to Sunday School next Sunday and put them in the container in our classroom. We will be taking
these items to the local food pantry on (give date). We would appreciate having (student’s
name) go with us to deliver these items. (Add further instructions).
Thank you for helping your child experience God’s word in a real life situation. It would be
great if you would help your child pick out items that they think would be most useful to the
people in your own community.
In Christ,

Elementary

Resource Page—
Thanksgiving Dinner
Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor of the (Name of the Newspaper)
The students of (teacher’s name) at the (church name) want to tell your readers that they are so
thankful that they live in this great community and are able to worship openly in a country
where they have freedom of speech and freedom of press. As Thanksgiving is approaching
they are especially thankful for
______________________________________________________________________.
We want others to know that everyone is always welcome to attend our church. Our services
are:
(If you are sponsoring a Thanksgiving Dinner give the information here.)
We pray that each reader will take time out from their busy schedule this Thanksgiving to give
thanks for all the blessings that we enjoy in this fine community.
(signatures of students and teachers)
*Be sure and include the name of the church, address, telephone, pastor, e-mail address, contact person and directions to church if address is obscure.
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We have been studying the story of the ten lepers and how only one of the ten returned to praise Him
and to give thanks. Use the code below to learn what happened in Luke 17:11-19
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Complete each line with words that begin with the letter indicated.

I am thankful for:
T : ______________, _____________, ___________
H: ______________, _____________, ___________
A: ______________, _____________, ___________
N: ______________, _____________, ___________
K: ______________, _____________, ___________
S: ______________, _____________, ___________
G: ______________, _____________, ___________
I: ______________, _____________, ___________
V: ______________, _____________, ___________
I: ______________, _____________, ___________
N: ______________, _____________, ___________
G: ______________, _____________, ___________

Elementary

