Unit 1 - CREATION: GOD’S FINGERPRINTS

Text
Genesis 1

Key Quest Verse
He has made everything beautiful in its time (Ecclesiastes 3:11).

Bible Background
The creation story shows us that God brought the physical world into existence out of
nothing. He is the only one who is capable of making something out of nothing. The
detailed account of creation is found in the first two chapters of Genesis, although
God as creator is the also a theme in Isaiah 40-48. God creates each thing in order
while leaving the creation of man for the final and sixth day of creation. Man was
special because he was to rule over the rest of creation (Genesis 1:28-30) and was
chosen to be created in the image of God (Gen 1:26 & 27).
Notice that God mentions six times in the account of creation, Genesis 1, that what
He created was good. The Bible begins with revealing to us a caring, powerful Creator who desires a relationship with His most precious creation, mankind.
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Lesson Quest
What I want my students to:
Know:

God was the Creator of the world.

Feel:

Reverence for the sovereignty of God.

Do:

Make God in charge of our lives by obeying and praising
Him for His creation.

Leader’s Devotion
The other day I awoke to the most magnificent sight! There was hoar frost covering
the trees and ground. It was breathtaking! I am not sure exactly what causes it or
what purpose it might serve, but I know that we have an awesome God who chose to
bless us with not only purpose to His creation, but incredible beauty.
As you prepare this lesson on creation, take some time to set aside your materials and
just meditate upon the glory and wonder of God's creation. Reflect upon the first
verse of Psalm 19 that says, “The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth His handiwork.” Offer your own words of praise to your Heavenly
Father who is the Master of creation.
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Option A
Materials: Worksheet entitled “Let‟s Have Pizza,” pencils
Procedure: Hand out the worksheet and read the instructions. Give your students
time to try to figure out the correct order. It should be: 1. Take the pizza out of the
freezer 2. Read the directions for cooking the pizza 3. Turn on the oven 4. Take the
wrapper off the pizza 5. Place the pizza on the pizza pan 6. Put the pizza in the oven
7. Put on an oven mitt 8. Take the pizza out of the oven 9. Cut the pizza into individual pieces.
Discuss the importance of following these steps in the correct order. To get the discussion going you might want to ask some of the following questions:


Why would you want to read the directions before doing some of the other things?



Is it important that you take the wrapper off of the pizza before putting it in the
oven?



What might happen if you did not put on the oven mitt before taking the pizza out
of the oven?

“Have you ever stopped to think that even God recognized the importance of doing
things in a special order when He began creation? He must have given it careful
thought before He began. As we read about creation today, notice how God created
everything in perfect order and design.”
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
Materials: Various props for the story of creation for example: globe for earth, light
switch for light and dark, a flashlight to shine on the globe for the creation of the
earth, blue tissue paper for waters, a brown or tan blanket/sheet for land, artificial
plants. yellow construction paper or poster board to make the sun, moon and stars
Procedure: “Today, we are going to act out the story of creation. Before we begin,
we need to prepare some props.”
GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles!

Bible Story
Bible Story for Option B:
Materials: Bibles, worksheet entitled “The Plan of Creation,” pencils
Procedure: Hand out Bibles and worksheet entitled, “The Plan of Creation.” Work
through the worksheet as a class or in pairs, reading the scriptures and filling in the
blanks. The answers are as follows:
Day 1 – God said “Let there be light.”
Day 2 – God separated the water from the expanse called sky.
Day 3 – God created land and vegetation to grow upon it.
Day 4 – God created three lights: sun, moon, & stars.
Day 5 – God created sea animals and birds to fly above the earth.
Day 6 – God created all kinds of animals to move along the ground.
Point out that we can observe a connection between the 1st and 4th day; the 2nd and
5th day; and the 3rd and 6th day. Have them look at the things that were created on
those days and see if they can see the connection. Write the answers in the center
section under the word “connection.”
Answers: 1st/4th day – light; 2nd/5th day – sea & sky; 3rd/6th day – land
“Once again we see the importance of God creating all things in a special order.
What if He had created fish before He had gathered the water into the seas?” (Give
an opportunity for their responses.) “Could He have created the sun, moon and stars
if He had not created light?” (Responses.) “How well would birds and land animals
survived without vegetation?” (Responses.) “God created everything perfectly and
then pronounced that „it was good.‟ All of creation is a testimony to the wonderful,
spectacular, amazing God who created it!”
Bible Story for Option B:
“As I read Genesis, chapter 1, listen carefully and do your part to make it come to
life just as God did at the beginning of life as we know it.”
(Read Genesis 1:1-25 slowly, pausing for the children to act it out. If you only have
one or two children, have them do all of the parts. You can help as well.)
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Award Winning Production
Materials: A transparency of resource page “An Award Winning Production,” overhead projector, a large roll of white paper, pencils, markers, scissors and something
to attach the paper to a wall (tacks, tape, plasti-tac, etc.)
Procedure: Tape a long piece of your paper roll to the wall. Using the transparency
you made from the resource page, project the outline of a roll of film on the paper on
the wall. With pencils, trace the outline of the film and color it in black. The students can fill in the “film” with their own picture of what that day of creation might
have looked like. Copy the letters for the title and color them. Take the paper off the
wall to cut it out the film and the letters. Then you can return them to the wall and
attach them more permanently.

Quest Connection
“God‟s creation was quite a production, wouldn‟t you say? Surely it would have
won awards if there were awards for such a thing. To remind us of His spectacular
creation, let‟s make a mural for our walls, displaying the wonders of creation.”

Close
“God certainly deserves an award for all of His creation. We can award Him by
praising Him for all He has done. Select one of the days of creation and tell God
what you really like about it.” Have each one share their thoughts of praise.
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COMPUTERS: Learners can be working on worksheets while waiting for their turn on
the computers!

What Am I?
Materials: Computer(s), notebook paper or 3X5 cards, pencils
Procedure: Using an encyclopedia program, allow each pair of students time to look
up some interesting facts about something that God created. Tell them to select three
unusual facts about the thing that God created that they have chosen. Have them create a “What am I?” challenge for the other students. On the paper or 3x5 card they
will list three statements about their chosen creation. Explain that they need to use
the hardest “clue” for the first statement and save the easiest for the third statement.
When everyone has had a chance to finish. you can play the game “What am I?” with
the class and see if they are able to guess the correct answer.
Homework Option: If you do not have time during class to do this or if you do not
have the computers available, let the children work on this at home and bring their
“What am I?” challenges to the next class.

Quest Connection
“In our study of the creation of all things, we discovered that God created a vast variety of different things. If we were to study each one individually, we would find that
everything that God created has its own unique qualities. Today you will have an
opportunity to examine just one thing that God created. You can use the computer to
look up a plant or animal that interests you. As you read about it, you will write
down three amazing facts about your subject. Then we will create our own game to
share our findings.”

Close
“Did you learn anything new about God‟s creation? What are some professions
where the study of God‟s creation can make our lives better? (Medicine, aerodynamics, etc.) As you grow older, you will come to realize that much can be gained from
what we can learn from God‟s creation. Let‟s offer thanks to God for His wonderful
and most amazing creation.” (Close in prayer.)
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MUSIC: There are two different options in this activity!

The Days of Creation
Materials: Paper and pencils or chalk board to write lyrics
Procedure:
1st Option – As a group, or in smaller groups, make up a song about creation. Try
using a familiar tune like, “The Twelve Days of Christmas” or “She‟ll Be Comin‟
Round The Mountain” as a guide.
2nd Option – If you don‟t want to write your own, teach the following to the tune of
“The 12 Days of Christmas.” You may add the motions in parentheses for emphasis.
On the first day of creation, God said, “Let there be” – the heavens and the earth.
(Sweep your hand extended above your head from one side to the other and then
again extended down to the floor.)
On the second day of creation, God said, “Let there be” – a sky up above for the
heavens and the earth. (Raise both hands upward, then add the previous motions.)
On the third day of creation, God said, “Let there be” – waters and land and a sky up
above the heavens and the earth. (Wave your hands and arms for waters and spread
them to make a flat surface for land, then add the previous motions.)
On the fourth day of creation, God said, “Let there be” – the sun, moon and stars
{sung as “five golden rings} waters and land and a sky up above the heavens and the
earth. (make a big ball with arms for the sun, a little ball for moon and make your
fingers “blink” for stars. Then add the previous motions)
On the fifth day of creation, God said, “Let there be” – fish and birds, – the sun,
moon and stars, – water and land and a sky up above the heavens and the earth.
(Make fish lips by squeezing the lips together from the corners for fish and wave
arms for birds, then add the previous motions.)
On the sixth day of creation, God said, “Let there be” – all kinds of animals, fish and
birds, – the sun, moon, and stars, – water and land and a sky up above the heavens
and the earth. (Let each learner choose an animal to act out, then add the previous
motions.)
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Continued from page 7

Quest Connection
“We are going to learn a song that will help us remember the order in which God created the world.”

Close
“That was fun! I think I can remember God‟s creation better than I used to. How
about you? Would you like to share this with the rest of the church?” If the answer
is “yes,” try to find a time to let them present their song!
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MUSIC: If you have difficulty finding the lyrics, check out the internet!

My Soul Sings
Materials: One hymn book for each child or a copy of the hymn, “How Great Thou
Art,” for each child, a blank sheet of paper for each student.
Procedure: Hand out a hymnbook or copy of “How Great Thou Art” to each
learner. Read through the words of the song together. Notice what things the writer
of the song chose to sing about. Ask your students to think about what things in nature might cause their souls to sing “How Great Thou Art!” Have the students list
them on the paper. See if anyone would like to write them into a new verse for the
song. Share their responses as a class.

Quest Connection
“Today we examined scripture that reveals God‟s amazing act of creation. We
should stand in awe of His wonderful works. Artists try to capture the beauty
and wonder of creation on canvas, poets attempt to describe it with words and musicians express their admiration through music. Stuart Hine wrote the words and music for the well-known hymn, „How Great Thou Art.‟ The chorus exclaims that the
wonders of God and His creation cause the author‟s soul to sing. Let‟s see what
things in God‟s creation might cause our souls to sing „How Great Thou Art!‟”

Close
Invite someone with a guitar or other instrument to accompany your class as you sing
“How Great Thou Art.” If they have written additional verses, include them as well!
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Choral Reading

Creation Praise
Materials: Worksheet entitled “Creation Praise” from Teacher Resource page.
Procedure: Hand out copies of the worksheet entitled, “Creation Praise.” Explain to
the class how you will use it. You can use the regular and bold print to divide the
sections for reading. Perhaps, you would want girls to read one part and boys the
other. Or, you could have them count off by twos and divide it that way. Read
through the verses with your class.

Quest Connection
“We should praise God for His creation, but sometimes it‟s hard to come up with
words to express what we want to say. A man named David loved to praise God and
he was really good at it. Many of his praises are written in the book of Psalms. I
think it would be okay for us to borrow his words today to offer praise to God.”

Close
“I think that God was pleased to hear us speak praises about His creation. Do you
realize that any time you would like to praise God you can find help by going to the
book of Psalms and reading through some of the verses there? That can help you so
that you will have the words and thoughts to praise God whenever you want, and He
certainly deserves our praise!”
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Spelling Cubes
Materials: To play this game, you need to make two identical sets of five cubes.
The top and bottom of each cube are blank, and on each of the other four sides there
is a letter of the alphabet. All of the answers to the questions are five letter-words
which can be spelled out using the five blocks. (This is not as easy as it sounds because some letters appear more than once on different cubes.) The answer can only
be formed by getting the right cube in the right place.
Included in the resource pages is a pattern for making a cube that can be copied on
card stock for a firm cube. For a more permanent cube that can be interchanged for
other groups of letters, you may wish to purchase plastic photo cubes. For the best
visual effect, a different fluorescent color should be used for each of the four faces
with letters on them.
Procedure: To play the game, divide your class into two teams. (If you have a large
class, you may wish to make additional sets of blocks and have more teams.) Ask a
question pertaining to the lesson that can be answered using the five blocks. The first
team to answer correctly wins that round. You can keep score on a chalkboard or
markerboard. To make it more interesting, you might want to give greater points for
answering it in fewer minutes. For example, less than 30 minutes=5 pts, less than 1
minute (more than 30)=3pts, more than 1.5 minutes=1pt.

E L A S G
Cube 1
E-H-O-S

Cube 2
A-T-I-F

Cube 3
L-R-O-H
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Cube 4
S-A-I-B

Cube 5
G-E-T-D
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Continued from page 11.

Below are questions that might be used with the lesson on creation:
1. On which day did God create flowers?
THIRD
2. On the same day God created this green stuff that covers the ground.
GRASS
3. On the first day of creation, God created the heavens and the ________?
EARTH
4. This wild jungle animal with black stripes was created on the sixth day.
TIGER
5. On the fourth day of creation, God created these sparkling, shiny things in
the sky.
STARS
6. On what day did God create the heavens?
FIRST
7. You can look up in the sky to see these things God created on the fifth day.
BIRDS
8. God created these tall leafy growths to give us shade.
TREES
9. On the first day of creation, God said, “Let there be _________.” LIGHT
10. These animals may have been created on either the fifth or sixth day.
FROGS

Quest Connection
“How well do you think you know God‟s creation? Let‟s play a game and see how
quickly you can come up with things that God created which will answer my questions.”

Close
“That was fun, wasn‟t it? You have really learned a lot about God‟s creation. It‟s
important to know that God created all things, but it is just as important to remember
to praise Him for His creation. Would each of you choose one thing that God has
made and tell Him how much you like it? Let‟s do that now.”
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FOOD: Be sure to check for food allergies!

Yummy Creations
Materials: Sugar cookie mix in several colors, (If you don‟t want to make your own
sugar cookie dough, you might look for a ready made mix available in four bright
colors. The brand is called “Get Kookies” and may be purchased at Wal-Mart and
other stores.) cookie pan, wax paper, washcloth and towel for clean-up
Procedure: Give each child a piece of wax paper. Set out the different colors of
cookie dough and allow then to select bits of colors they would like to use. Have
them form their creation on their wax paper. Transfer it to a cookie sheet and bake
them while you go to a different part of the lesson. After they have cooled, return
them to the students and allow them to show the others what they have created.

Quest Connection
“Today we talked about many things that God created.” He used lots of different
colors and shapes and formed them into all kinds of different things. Do you have
any favorite things that God created?” Give them a chance to respond with their favorites. “How would you like to try to make something like God did? You can
choose one thing that God created and make your own out of cookie dough. We can
see what it is like to create something like God did.”

Close
“Give thanks to God for all the things He has created and ENJOY!”
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You love pizza and have just persuaded
your mom to let you fix a frozen pizza for
supper. Number the steps below to show
how you would go about preparing the
pizza for your family.

Take the pizza out of
the oven.

Take the wrapper off
the pizza.

Put on an oven mitt.

Turn on the oven.

Put the pizza in the
oven.

Cut the pizza into
individual pieces.

Take the pizza out of
the freezer.

Place the pizza on the
pizza pan.

Read the directions for
cooking the pizza.
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He has made everything beautiful in its time
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).
There is a saying, “Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.”
What is beautiful to you?

A butterfly?

A beetle?

A bunch of flowers?

Draw below what is beautiful to you.
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Find the words below in the above word search. They will either
be across, down or diagonal. Be careful . . . Some may be backwards or upside-down!
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Make one over head transparency
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Use as a pattern.
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TEACHER RESOURCE
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TEACHER RESOURCE
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