Unit 1 - WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

Text
Acts 17:16-28

Key Quest Verse
“You alone are God” (Psalm 86:10b).

Bible Background
Five centuries before Paul, Athens had been at the height of its glory in art, philosophy and literature. Its reputation in philosophy had been retained through the years
and a leading university still existed there in Paul‟s day. The philosophy of the Epicureans originally taught that the supreme good is happiness, not necessarily momentary or temporary. By this time, it had degenerated into a mostly sensual system of
thought. Stoic philosophers taught that people should live in accord with nature, recognize their own self-sufficiency and independence, and suppress their desires. Stoicism also had degenerated-into a system of pride.
The Aeropagus was located just west of the acropolis and south of the Agora and had
been the sight of the meeting of the Court of Council of the Aeropagus, which governed the areas of religions and foreign gods. The Greeks were fearful of offending
any god by failing to give him attention; so they felt they could cover any omissions
by including an altar with the label, “UNKNOWN GOD.”
It was the presence of this altar that gave Paul an opening to proclaim to them all the
God of creation who is the ONLY TRUE GOD.
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Lesson Quest
I want my students to:
Know:

There are so many wonderful things to know about God.

Feel:

God is awesome.

Do:

To worship and praise the one true God.

Leader’s Devotion
There are countless books and writings that attempt to put into words what God is
like. It‟s somewhat mind boggling to consider who God is and all He has done. Yet,
it is important to convey to our students all that we can to help them appreciate the
wonderful God we worship. The old favorite hymn, “How Great Thou Art” begins
with the words, “O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all . . .” Take
those words this week and meditate upon how you might finish that statement. Let
that “awesome wonder” fill you as you dwell upon the majesty of God. That is what
you want to flow through you into your students.
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Option A
Materials: A 3X5 card for each student, pencils, the following list written on a chalk/marker
board: name, favorites (food, music, books, pets, T.V. show, subject in school, what they would
like to be when they grow up, someone they admire).
Procedure: Divide the class into twos. Give each student a 3x5 card and a pencil. Explain that
they are to interview their partner. Show them the chalk/marker board and point out that these
are ideas of information they might want to find out in their interview. They may also add their
own questions of interest. The 3x5 card is for them to take notes they can use when they introduce their partner to the class later. Have one person interview the other for 2-3 minutes and
then have them switch so that the other person can conduct the interview. When they are finished, give each person the opportunity to “introduce” their partner to the class using the information they have collected. “We have learned a lot about each other today. When we take time
to ask questions and to listen to each other we can find out many things we don‟t know. Do you
think that is the same with God? Have you ever had questions about God? How do you think we
can find answers to our questions about God? Well, God has spoken to us through the people
who wrote His book, the Bible. In His Word, He has introduced Himself to us. So today, we are
going to see how one person named Paul introduced God to the people of Athens, and we also
will find out a lot of other things about God. That will be our “quest” for the day.”

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY

Option B
Advanced preparation: Before class set up several “altars” in your room. To do this, you may
use TV trays and place a lace doily on top of them. Include a vase of flowers to make it especially attractive. In the center of two of your altars, place a statue or picture of a cow and a
snake. On the third “altar” place a picture frame with a piece of paper having the title, “The Unknown God,” on it.
Procedure: “People have always felt the need to worship. In some civilizations, people worship
cows. In others they worship snakes. People have worshipped all sorts of things.” (Point to the
alters.) “Notice that we have some altars in our classroom today. An altar is set up so that people
can come to worship. One of our altars has a cow, one has a snake, and the other has a piece of
paper with the words, “The Unknown God,” on it. That paper represents a mystery god that we
don‟t know yet. We have it just in case there is a god that we should worship that we haven‟t yet
discovered. Just to see what it is like, I want you to kneel in front of each of the altars and say,
„Oh, great ___________.‟ (Fill in the blank with “cow,” “snake” and “mystery god.”)
After each child has had an opportunity to do this, ask them what it felt like. “Did you feel kind
of foolish?” (Give them an opportunity to answer.) “Why?” (Let them answer.) “Of course, we
know that there is only one God that we should worship, but a missionary named Paul went to a
place called Athens where he met some people that did not know this. What do you think Paul
did? Let‟s find out in our story today from the book of Acts.”

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY
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Bible Story
Option A
Materials: Worksheet entitled, “Athen‟s Announcement,” Bibles, pencils
Procedure: “Do you know people who do not know God?” (Give them an opportunity to
respond.) “Many years ago there were people living in a place called Athens, Greece,
who did not know God. They knew a lot about other things, but they did not know God.
I can‟t think of anything that is more important than knowing God, can you?” (Let them
answer.) “Fortunately, someone thought is was important to tell them about God. We
will read about how he did that today.”
Pass out the worksheet, Bibles, and pencils. Allow one or more of your students to read
the story printed in green. Read the questions asked in the black print. Discuss your answers as a class.
Option B:
Materials: The altars from Option B above, costumes if you wish (vines braided into
headbands for the Greeks, Bible time costume for Paul), small pieces of paper, one for
each child (with one having the name of Paul on it), a sign placed in the room to indicate
the Areopagus.
Procedure: “Today we are going to learn a story that takes place in a country called
Greece. The capital city of Greece was Athens. It still is today. I would like you to participate in this story by acting it out as I tell it. We will need a lot of people to be Greeks
and one to be Paul. We will use these slips of paper to see what part you will play. The
one who gets the slip that says “Paul” will play his part. The rest of you with blank slips
will be the people of Greece.” (Let them draw the slips of paper.)
“In the city of Athens, Greece, there were many people who would gather on a hill called
the Aeropagus where they would talk for hours on end about new ideas. (Give the
“Greeks” time to gather at the “Aeropagus” and chat briefly.) One day, a man named
Paul who loved God and His Son, Jesus, and wanted to tell everyone about them went up
the hill to talk to the people there. (“Paul” should go to stand among the “Greeks.”) He
stood up before them and began to talk. (Paul should move to where he is in front of the
others. As you read Paul‟s words, say them in short phrases so that your “Paul” can repeat
them as if talking to the others.) Men of Athens, I see that you are very religious.
(Pause.) I have walked around and seen your alters of worship. (Pause and have him
point to the altars in your room.) I even found an alter with the inscription, “To the Unknown God,” on it. (Pause and have him point to that altar.) I am now going to tell you
who your unknown God is.”
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Continued from page 4.

Bible Story
CONTINUED
Paul continued by telling the people about the only true God. “You need to know the
God of heaven. (Pause and point upward.) He made the world and everything in it.
(Pause.) He does not live in temples built by people, (pause) but dwells in heaven
above. (Pause.) He gives all men life and breath and everything else. (Pause.) God
rules everything and decides when and where it will happen. (Pause.) He did all this
so that men would seek Him. (Pause.) And, if man seeks Him, he will find Him because He is not far from each one of us. (Pause.) It is in Him that we live and move
and have our being. (Pause.) Therefore, since we are His, we should not worship
things that are made with gold and silver. (Pause.) We should worship Him alone.
(Pause.) And there is something else you should know. (Pause.) God gave us His
only Son who died for our sins (pause) and God resurrected him from the dead.”
(Pause.)
“When the people heard about the resurrection of the dead, they were amazed.
(Pause for the “Greeks” to act amazed.) They began to talk excitedly to each other.
(Pause for them to talk.) Some of them thought Paul was crazy, (pause for some of
them to express this), but others said they wanted to hear more. Some became believers in God and accepted Jesus as their Savior, because Paul took the opportunity
that day to introduce them to the only true God and His plan of salvation through His
Son, Jesus.”
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REVIEW AND APPLICATION: Repetition is the key to learning.

Who Is God?
Materials: 3X5 cards (one per student), pencils, stool (or something they can stand
on)
Procedure: (Pass out the 3x5 cards and pencils.) “In order to be ready to stand and
proclaim who God is, you might want to make some notes for yourself. On this 3x5
card you can write down some of the things you would want to be sure to tell others
about God.” Give them time to write down some of their thoughts. You might want
to help some of them who are having trouble getting started with some suggestions.
Then, find a volunteer who would like to be first. Have your volunteer stand on the
“platform” and proclaim what he has to say about God. Then, let the others in your
class go one at a time.

Quest Connection
“In our lesson, Paul stood up on the Areopagus to proclaim to the people of Athens
who God is. If you had the opportunity to do that, do you have any idea what you
might say? We have a platform here. (Point to the stool.) Do you want to give it a
try?”

Close
“You know, there are people today who have not heard about God. You may not
stand on a platform, but you still might have an opportunity to let them know who
God is. It might be your best friend, or your neighbor maybe even one of your relatives. We have talked today about how special God is and how important it is to
know Him. I hope that each one of us will be willing to introduce God to the people
we know and care about. Then, they can know Him, too.”
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BULLETIN BOARD ACTIVITY

A-Z Wallpaper
Materials: A roll of white shelf paper, a few dictionaries, pencils, markers
Procedure: Divide the class into groups of two or three. Hand out a long piece of
the shelf paper to each group (7-8 feet). Tell them that they are to begin with the letter “A” and think of a word to describe God (such as awesome, amazing, almighty,
etc.) Have them write the word at the top of the shelf paper in pencil first. Make the
letters large (4-5 inches). Then, have them use a marker to color and thicken the letters so that they stand out and can be easily read. When they finish with “A,” have
them continue with “B” and the rest of the alphabet.

Quest Connection
“Paul explained to the men of Athens who God was. Paul knew that it was His God,
the Creator of the universe, that they needed to worship. He is the same God that we
need to worship. How can we do that? One way is to find words to describe how
great God is and to use those words when we praise Him. Can you think of any
words to describe God?” (Let them come up with words like awesome, mighty, etc.)
“Let‟s create some “wallpaper” to declare how great our God is.”

Close
“Just look at all those words to describe God. It is great to surround ourselves with
such an awareness of our Creator. Let‟s close our eyes and see how many words we
can remember. I‟ll start and we can go around the room and see how many we can
say. You start by saying, „God is say one of the words.‟ Continue around the class
saying as many of the words as you can or have time for. Do you know what we just
did? We worshipped God by saying all of these great things about Him. I‟m sure He
is pleased. Let‟s try to remember to say some of these things to Him every day.”
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GUEST QUEST: This activity lets students get to know someone out of their peer group
who attends your church.

Musical Praise
Materials: (The materials you will need will depend upon the options you choose
below.) A praise cassette or CD and player, a person who plays the guitar, a person
who plays a keyboard and the keyboard, pencils and paper, someone who knows sign
language, someone who is good at choreographing music, etc.
Procedure: Choose one of the following ideas to use music. As you sing the songs,
point out the words and discuss what they are saying about our God. Since this lesson is focusing upon what God is like, choose music that specifically praises God.
(Examples: “Our God Is An Awesome God,” “Sing, Shout and Clap Your Hands,”
What A Mighty God We Serve,” “Great Big God,” “How Great Thou Art,” “God Is
So Good,” etc.)
A.
B.
C.
D.

Bring some praise music on cassette or CD and sing along with it.
Invite someone who plays a guitar to come and lead your class in some praise
songs.
Arrange for someone with a keyboard to come and play the game “Name That
Tune.”
Take a familiar worship song and make up new verses using the attributes of
God.

Quest Connection
“Music is a wonderful way for us to express our praise to God. In one of the Psalms,
David wrote, „How good it is to sing praises to our God, how pleasant and fitting to
praise him!‟ (Psalm 147:1). Let us use music today to let God know that He is really
special to us!”

Close
“I hope that you felt that as you sang today. I hope it was more than just words, but
the use of words and music to express what was in your heart. Let‟s all try to find
some time this week to sings songs of praise to our terrific God!”
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FOOD: Check for food allergies!

Tasty Praise
Materials: Bibles, a baggie with mini grahams or M&M‟s (or some other treat) for
each student
Procedure: Hand out the Bibles and the baggies with the treats. Turn to Psalm 145
in your Bibles. Have someone read the first verse, then take a “treat” from your bags
and eat it. Continue to do this as you read through the chapter verse by verse.

Quest Connection
“Let‟s look in our Bibles and see what it says in the first part of Psalm 34:8. (Read
the first phrase, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.”) Now let‟s look at Psalm
119:103. (Read the verse, “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than
honey to my mouth!”) I think David thought of something really sweet and delicious
when he meditated upon God‟s words. Let‟s try that today as we read a chapter in
Psalms that gives God praise.”

Close
“That was yummy! Both the treats and the words of David were delicious! It looks
like you have some treats left. Why don‟t you take them home this week and eat
them . . . but, there‟s a catch. In order to eat a treat, you must first read some of
God‟s Word. Reading from the Psalm‟s like we did today would be a good place to
find words of praise to God. So, every time you read a verse, you can eat a treat.
That way you will associate God‟s Word with something tasty just like David did.”
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SCIENCE: What a great way to let students explore God’s wonderful world!

All Things Are Possible
Materials: Two 8-oz plastic cups, a ping-pong ball, a smooth surface
Procedure: Set the two cups on the smooth surface about an inch apart. Take the
ping-pong ball and put it in one of the cups. Ask your students if they think that you
can move the ping-pong ball from the one cup to the other without using your hands
or any props. They should conclude that it is not possible. Then, try this: blow into
the far side of the cup containing the ping-pong ball using short hard puffs. After a
few puffs, the ball will leap out and fall into the other cup. ( You should practice this
before class.)

Quest Connection
“The Bible tells us that all things are possible with God. He can do anything. Do
you believe that? What about me? Do you think I can do the impossible? Let‟s do a
little experiment and see.”

Close
“Did you really think that I could move that ball from one glass to the other? It
looked impossible didn‟t it. Do you know how I was able to do it? It was because of
some scientific principles based upon the way that God created things. So, it was
really God that made it possible. That‟s one think that we can remember about God.
Nothing is impossible to Him!”
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CREATIVE WRITING

What A God!
Materials: Worksheet entitled, “What A God!” (two for each student), pencils, hymn
books with the song, “The Love of God”
Procedure: Hand out the worksheets entitled, “What A God!” and pencils to each
student. Look at the first one together. Brainstorm about the different ways you
could finish that statement. (Examples: My God is so Big . . . He can see everyone
everywhere, hear all their prayers and even know their thoughts!) Have them write
down the idea they like best and then go on to try to fill in the rest of the blank spaces
on the page. When you have had enough time to write your ideas, share them as a
class.

Quest Connection
“Let‟s look at one of the hymns in our hymn books to a song called, “The Love of
God.” Read the third verse. Do you realize that this song writer is saying that if
every plant on earth were made into a pen and all of the oceans were filled with ink
and we were to write over all of the entire sky, we would still run out of room to
write all the wonderful things we could say about God? Wow! Well, we won‟t try to
do that; but, let‟s see what great things we can come up with to say about our God.”

Close
“We have a pretty amazing God, don‟t we? Why don‟t you take another paper home
and try interviewing different people this week and see how they would finish those
phrases? Next week we can bring them back and see what answers you got. It will
be fun to see what other people say about our God, won‟t it?”
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