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Key Quest Verse 

Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-11; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18  

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has 

caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead” (1 Peter 1:3). 

The story today starts out on the early morning of Jesus‟ third day in the tomb.  The disciples are 

hiding out.  Many are now mourning for whom they know was truly the Son of God.  Has all 

hope been lost? Imagine setting out on a task that early Easter morning when we find Mary Mag-

dalene and the other Mary going to the tomb.  They even discuss how they might get by the 

guards and then, of course, there is that very heavy stone to roll back.  But even so, Mary went 

out to get the job done despite all adversaries.  Her faith led her anyway when most of us would 

turn around because we would figure it an impossible task.  Would we be like “Ole Doubting 

Thomas?”  There were so many witnesses to the account of Jesus‟ death, burial, and resurrection, 

and ascension, but still so much confusion.  The disciples didn‟t even remember until that Easter 

morning that on the third day that He would rise again.  But, now the picture was becoming clear 

as the prophets had foretold so long ago.  What a mighty God we serve! 

Text 

Bible Background 
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Jesus is Alive! 
 

                     By: Gayle Guthrie 



Special Edition—Celebrating The Resurrection   

Leader’s Devotion  

What I want my students to: 

 

Know:  The story of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  

 

Feel:  Excitement that Jesus is alive and hope for the future.  

 

Do:  Desire to follow Jesus. 

Paul said, “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection” (Philippians 3:10).  Earlier 

in the same chapter, Paul had just said “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing 

greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”  Once a year we are  brought back to the story of 

the resurrection.  Does it still evoke a response of awe, amazement, deepest appreciation?  Do 

you consider everything else as “loss” in comparison to the message of the resurrection?  Or, is it 

just a time to repeat a story we hear every year?  1 Corinthians 15 is sometimes called the 

“Resurrection Chapter.”  Take some time to read it this week to recapture the incredible message 

of hope and victory that is ours, because of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.    

Lesson Quest 
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LET’S HAVE A HUNT! 

 

Materials: Resource Page entitled “Hunt Clues,” scissors   

 

Advance Procedure: Cut out the clues and hide them in your room 

 

Procedure: One of the popular activities that goes on at Easter time is an Easter Egg Hunt.  

Did any of you go on an Easter Egg Hunt?  Let them tell their experiences.  Well, today we 

are going to go on a hunt; but it is not a hunt for eggs.  It is a hunt for clues.  There are sev-

eral clues hidden in our room and when I say ―go‖ you can begin looking.  Ready, set, go!  

When they have found the eight clues, you can say, these clues all go with our story for to-

day.  See if you can figure out where they fit in.  As you tell the story, you can refer to the clues 

at the appropriate time or you can wait until you are finished and use the clues as a review. 

CELEBRATE! 

 

Materials: Cassette or CD with the song “Celebrate,” cassette or CD player 

 

Procedure: I thought we would use music to get into the mood for our story today.  As you 

listen to the music, feel free to clap, sing along, whatever.  Play the song “Celebrate.”  

 

What an exciting song!  The person who wrote it certainly was excited about something.  

Do you know what that was?  (Give them a chance to answer.)  We are going to look at that 

story today and see just why it is so exciting!  

Option A 

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY 

GO TO THE BIBLE STORY 
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Teacher Tip: Provide markers for students to highlight portions of the story in their Bibles 

 

Advanced preparation: Clues from Option A   

 

Procedure: As you tell the story, have the students select the “clue” that represents each part.  

Do you remember last week’s lesson?  Remember how it started out with an exciting pa-

rade and many people praising Jesus and calling him King?  Then, how did it end?  Let 

them tell how Jesus was arrested, beaten, given a crown of thorns, nailed to a cross, and died.  It 

went from a really good day to a really bad one, right? 

 

Today‟s story is just the opposite.  The body of Jesus had been placed in the tomb, but all of 

the burial preparations had not been completed because it was late in the day and there was 

not time.  Early in the morning on the first day of the week, when the sun was beginning to 

rise (picture of the sun rising), some women went to the tomb to finish the burial prepara-

tions of Jesus’ body.  They were carrying spices that they had prepared for Him (picture of 

the spices).  As they drew closer to the tomb, they began to ask each other, ―who will roll the 

stone away from the entrance of the tomb?‖  You see, they had taken a very large stone and 

rolled it in front of the opening of the tomb to cover it (picture of stones).  Then, Pilate had 

ordered that they secure the tomb by putting a seal on the stone and by posting a guard 

outside (picture of the centurion guard). 

 

When the women arrived at the tomb they saw that the stone had been rolled away.  It tells 

us in the book of Matthew that there was a violent earthquake and an angel of the Lord 

came down from heaven and rolled back the stone and sat on it (picture of angel).  The angel 

told the women, ―do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was cru-

cified.  He is not here, he has risen, just as he said.‖  The angel showed the women the 

empty tomb and then said, ―go quickly and tell His disciples.‖  So, the women hurried away 

from the tomb and ran to tell His disciples (picture of lips).  Scripture says that they were 

afraid, yet filled with joy.  Can you imagine how they might have felt that way?  Let them 

respond. 

 

When the disciples heard the news, Peter and another disciple started running to the tomb 

(picture of feet).  It says that the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  

They found the tomb empty and the strips of linen and the burial cloth lying there.  Scrip-

ture tells us that they saw and they believed.  Then, they went back to their homes. 

 

Bible Story 
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Bible Story Bible Story 

Continued . . . 

 

One of the women named Mary Magdalene stayed outside of the tomb crying (picture of sad 

eyes with tear).  As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb and she saw two angels.  

They asked her, ―woman, why are you crying?‖  She answered, ―they have taken my Lord 

away and I don’t know where they have put him.‖  At that same moment, she turned 

around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Him.  Thinking He 

was the gardener, she said, ―sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put 

him, and I will get him.‖  Jesus called her by her own name.  ―Mary.‖  At once she knew 

that it was Jesus.  After He spoke to her, she also went to tell the disciples what she had 

seen. 

 

A day that had started in despair had turned to joy!  Where there once were tears, there 

now was breathless excitement.  The tomb was empty!  Their Lord was alive!  They had to 

run and tell everyone.  

 

Jesus is alive today and that is a reason to celebrate and rejoice.  It is Resurrection Sunday, 

and we are here to worship our risen Savior and our heavenly Father who raised Him from 

the dead.  We might even want to do some running to tell others.  Everyone should know 

that Jesus, who died for our sins, was raised on the third day and lives today as our Savior 

and Lord.  Let us rejoice!  
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Quest Connection 

DRAMA 

 

Materials: Resource Pages for the program entitled, “Easter Exclamation”  

This is a program idea that might be used on Resurrection Sunday for either the Sunrise Service 

or the Morning Worship.  

 

Procedure: In advance gather those who will be in the program and pass out copies of the pro-

gram and practice it together.  

After performing this drama, celebrate Jesus‟ resurrection by having a party with your students. 

Easter Exclamation 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

FOOD: Check for food allergies! 

 

Materials: Large marshmallows, melted butter or margarine, cinnamon and sugar mixture, cres-

cent rolls  

The resurrection story is a story of amazement.  The women were amazed to arrive at the 

tomb and find it empty.  Only a few days earlier they had laid the lifeless body of their be-

loved Jesus in that tomb.  What had happened?  Well, we now know that Jesus had been 

raised from the dead and was alive forever more.  Even that is an amazing thought!  We 

are going to do something today to remind us of this wonderful story.  It may be a little bit 

amazing to you, but the most amazing thing is that Jesus is alive and that gives us the 

promise of life through Him.         

 

Procedure: It might be wise to have the children wash their hands before you begin this activity.  

Hand a marshmallow to each student and tell them that this will represent the body of Jesus.  Re-

mind them that even before Jesus was buried, they took a mixture of myrrh and aloes (John 19:38

-40) to prepare the body for burial.  Give the children the melted butter (anointing oil) to cover 

their marshmallows and the cinnamon and sugar mixture (spices) to roll the marshmallow in.  

Place the marshmallow in the crescent roll (the tomb) and completely seal it.  (This is important.)  

Explain that your assistant will take them away for a while to represent the time Jesus was in the 

grave.  This will actually be the time for them to bake in an oven preheated to the heat suggested 

on the container of crescent rolls (approx. 350 degrees).  Bake them according to directions (10 

min.).  When the rolls cool, return them to the class.  This will be Resurrection Day.  Now have 

them open their rolls.  Where is the body of Jesus? (marshmallow).  It is gone, just as Jesus 

was on that Resurrection Day.  Amazing!  The children can eat the roll as a treat. 

Wasn’t that a great way to demonstrate the resurrection of Jesus?  Pretty tasty, too!  I hope 

it will help us all remember that amazing experience on the first Resurrection Day.  

Resurrection Rolls 

Close 

Easter1-EL-B-7 



Special Edition—Celebrating The Resurrection   

Quest Connection 

PHYSICAL 

 

Materials: Artificial flowers  

We have talked about what the resurrection was like for the women who visited the tomb 

and for the disciples who heard about it and ran to find out for themselves; but, what do 

you think it was like for Jesus?  Let’s see.  

 

Procedure: Each of you will need to lie down on the floor on your backs.  You are going to 

see what it was like for Jesus.  After He died, His friends laid Him in the tomb.  Sometimes 

we lay flowers on the bodies of those we love when they die, so I am going to place these 

flowers in your hands on your chest.  Place a few artificial flowers in their hands on their 

chests.  Now, you must close your eyes, because you can’t see anything when you die and 

you must lie very still.  There, you all look pretty dead to me.  This is what it was like for 

Jesus when He died.  Do you realize that the next thing Jesus knew was the touch of God 

resurrecting Him from death.  When I come by and touch you, you can come back to life 

just as Jesus did.  Go by and touch each one.   

That gives you an idea what it was like for Jesus when He died.  The next thing He knew He 

was coming back to life on Resurrection Day.  He didn’t feel any of the pain any more and 

when He arose, He had a new body that was perfect.  Do you realize that is what will hap-

pen to everyone who believes in Jesus?  If they should die, the next thing they will know is 

waking up to a trumpet sound and seeing Jesus’ face.  Isn’t that a wonderful thought?  We 

have that hope, because of Jesus.  Because of Him we, too, will be resurrected when He re-

turns.  Let’s read about it in the Bible.  Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18.  

  

Resurrection From the Dead 

Close 
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Quest Connection 

WITNESS 

 

Materials: Toilet paper tubes, tissue or wrapping paper, ribbon, tape, index cards, small sunrise 

picture from Resource Pages, markers, pens, candies, gum, small toy (something with religious 

significance – eraser, pin, small cross, etc.)  

This is a lesson everyone should hear.  Do you have any friends who might not know about 

Jesus our Resurrected Savior?  Maybe you could tell them about it.  We can make it fun by 

making a surprise package for you to give them.  Show your sample.  Doesn’t this look like 

fun?  Would you like to know what’s inside?  I bet your friends would, too.  As they open it, 

you can explain some of the things inside and tell them the Resurrection Story, as well. 

 

Procedure: Display the materials above.  Begin with the index card and have your students write 

the memory verse neatly on it.  Give them a copy of the small sunrise picture and have them 

color it attractively.  These two things can be rolled up and placed in the toilet paper roll along 

with a selection of candy, gum and toys.  Then, you can wrap the toilet paper roll in the tissue 

paper and tie the ends with ribbon.  Remind them that these are for them to give to a friend – then 

you can surprise them with one that you have made for them.  

Do you have someone in mind that you can give your ―surprise package‖ to?  Let them share 

their choices.  Now let’s pray that God will be with you as you share this story.  Pray.  

Surprise Packages 

Close 
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He is Risen 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 

 

Materials: Paper plates cut in half, artificial flowers, pastel colored ribbon, glue, black marker or 

pen, hole punch, glue  

Quest Connection 

This story is one we want to remember.  I have an idea of something we can make to place 

in your home for a reminder to everyone there.   

 

Procedure: Cut a half circle in one of the paper plates.  Holding the two plates together, punch 

holes around the outside edge about one inch apart.  Then, write on the back plate inside of the 

half circle the words, “He is risen.”  (It should look as if the words appear inside of the half cir-

cle.)  Using the glue, attach the artificial flowers on the half plate with the opening.  Place the 

two half plates together and use the ribbon to weave through the holes and attach them together.  

(To make this easier, you can tape one end of the ribbon and knot the other.)  When they are 

woven, knot the other end.  Make a loop with additional ribbon and staple it to the top of the 

plate for hanging.  A bow made with the ribbon can be glued over the staple to cover it. 

 

Teacher Tip: If you want, you can make a rock out of construction paper a little bigger than the 

opening and attach with a brass fastener so that it can be moved back and forth over the opening.  

Close 

Those all turned out so nice!  I think they will be lovely in your homes.  Where do you think 

you will put them?  Let them respond.  In the book of Deuteronomy, God tells His people to 

put things around their homes to be a constant reminder of Him.  I think He will be pleased 

each time you notice this empty tomb and think about our risen Lord.  
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Easter Cookies 

FAMILY ACTIVITY 

 

Materials: Resource Page entitled, “Easter Cookies” 

Quest Connection 

This is an activity for you to give to the families of your students for them to do at home to rein-

force the story of the resurrection.  

 

Procedure: Make copies of the Resource Page entitled, “Easter Cookies.”  Read it over so that 

you are familiar with the contents.  Find an opportunity to give the cookie “recipe” to the families 

of your students.  Encourage them to set aside a time the evening before Easter Sunday to use 

this activity with their children.  Be sure they check the cookies on Sunday morning to make the 

meaning of Resurrection Sunday especially significant to their family.  

Close 

Have your students share their experiences of this activity with the class if they feel comfortable 

doing so. 
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Death & Resurrection 

GAME 

 

Materials: None 

Quest Connection 

Jesus lay still in the tomb until His Father, God, raised Him from the dead.  Death claimed 

Jesus for only a short time, then God gave Him life.  Just for fun, let’s play a game that will 

give some of you a chance to go from death to life.  

 

Procedure: Select one student to represent “death” and another to represent “life.”  The remain-

der of the students are free to roam about the room.  The game begins when “death” touches one 

of the other students.  That student must freeze and not move at all.  “Death” can continue to 

touch others causing them to stop all motion.  That is where “life” comes in.  “Life” will go 

around finding those who have been touched by “death.”  When “life” touches them, they can 

move about freely once again.  “Death” will see how many he can stop while “life” will see how 

many he can restore so that they can move again. 

Close 

(After they have played for a while . . .)  You must be getting tired.  Let’s stop and talk a bit 

about it.  What was death like?  You couldn’t do anything or go anywhere, right?  How did 

you feel when ―life‖ touched you?  Let them respond.  Wasn’t it wonderful to be able to 

move about again?  How do you think Jesus felt when He came back to life?  Give them a 

chance to respond.  What a wonderful thing it was that Jesus had victory over death!  Do 

you realize that Jesus’ victory over death means that the same thing can happen to those 

who believe in God and Jesus?  Even though ―death‖ touches them and they are still for a 

while, ―life‖ will someday resurrect them.  The Bible says that Christ was first, then when 

He comes back, those who belong to Him will be resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:22-23).  

That is what we have to look forward to.  If ―death‖ should touch us, we will be touched by 

―life‖ everlasting when Jesus returns, if we belong to Him.  Now that is the meaning of the 

resurrection story – it’s victory over death. Yea! 
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Jellybean Joy 

REVIEW 

 

Materials: Jelly beans in seven different colors (black, red, orange, white, green, pink and yel-

low), plastic sandwich bags, worksheets entitled, “Jelly Bean Joy,”  scissors or paper cutter, col-

ored markers if you use the sheet with empty jelly beans 

Quest Connection 

How long do you think you will remember today’s story?  It is such an important story to 

remember, I have some props to help you.   

 

Procedure: Show your students a completed sample of a sandwich bag with the colored jelly 

beans and a card with the poem called, “Jelly Bean Joy.”  Take out the card and begin reading it.  

As you read it, take our the appropriate jelly bean for each line of the poem.  Place the materials 

out so that they can compile a set for themselves.  When you finish, go around the class reading 

the poem and pointing to the colored jelly bean.  Then, share the remaining jelly beans.  As they 

are ready to eat one, have them say the color and what it stands for.  This will provide a good re-

view for the lesson.  If you have enough supplies, you might want to allow them to make two so 

they can share one with a friend. 

 

Teacher Tip: If you don‟t have the sheet with colored jelly beans, use the sheet with the empty 

jelly beans and use the markers to fill in each of the colors. 

Close 

I think that one of the best ways to remember something is to associate it with something 

yummy.  There are always jelly beans around at Easter time.  Instead of thinking of bun-

nies or egg hunts, I hope you will now think of the Resurrection Story and the meaning of 

each color.  This is a story that promises us hope of life forever with Jesus and our heavenly 

Father.  That’s the best! 
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Easter Lily 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 

 

Materials: Pattern from Resource Pages entitled, “Easter Lily,” scissors, pencil, glue or tape, 

green paper, green chenille wire, yellow paper, Easter Lily story from the Resource Pages  

Quest Connection 

There is a flower that is often associated with Easter.  We have some of them here at our 

church and you see them in the stores and at a lot of other places.  Do you know what 

flower I am thinking of?  (Easter Lily.)  I have something here to read that tells us a little 

about the Easter Lily.  (Read the Resource Page entitled, “Easter Lily.”)  It is a beautiful 

flower, and it reminds us of a beautiful story – the story of the Resurrection.  Today we will 

make one to take home as a reminder of our risen Lord.  

 

Procedure: Pass out the worksheets entitled, “Easter Lily,” and the other supplies.  Follow the 

directions on the worksheet to make your Easter Lilies.  

Close 

Our Easter Lilies look beautiful!  You can choose to either keep your lily or give it to some-

one else.  If you give it away, be sure to explain what it stands for. 
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Sing & Celebrate 

MUSIC 

 

Materials: Cassette/cassette recorder, CD/CD player or guitarist  

Quest Connection 

Music is a great way to seal a lesson.  Today’s lesson is central to the Christian faith.  The 

fact that Jesus died for our sins and was resurrected, gives every Christian hope and a fu-

ture.  Let’s sing a few songs to get this lesson into our heads and hopefully we’ll find our-

selves humming these tunes and be reminded of this message and our hope. 

 

Procedure: Use whatever works best for you to lead your class in singing songs of the Resurrec-

tion (cassette, CD, guitar, etc.).  There are a lot of songs to choose from.  Here are some sugges-

tions: 

 “Lord, I Lift Your Name On High” (include motions)  

 “Celebrate Jesus, Celebrate” 

 “He Is Lord” (as you sing “every knee shall bow,” bow on your knees and lift your  

            hands to our risen Lord) 

Close 

Those songs said it all.  Let’s close with prayer. Father in heaven, we thank You so much 

for the gift of Your Son.  And Jesus, we are so grateful that you were willing to die for us.  

Today, we celebrate the fact that you are alive and that You have given us the hope of life 

everlasting.  Our hearts are filled with praise.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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Elementary 

Resource Page—Easter  

Exclamation  

Song: “Christ Arose” 
Opening Litany 

L: The Lord is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

L: As we welcome the dawn of each new day, 
C: We rejoice in the new life that came through God‟s Son on Easter morning.  

L: His life, lifted up from the depths of the grave, lifts our lives up to new heights. 

C: Our feet, that once stumbled along life‟s road, now run with haste toward the glory that awaits us. 
L: Our tears of sadness 

C: Turn to tears of joy. 

L: And our voices that once murmured and muttered and mumbled, 
C: Now are raised in loud and clear and happy tones, 

L: God brought Christ to life on Easter. 

C: And, Easter has made us alive like never before! 

Part One – Run! 
 

The Easter Gospel............................John 20:1-9 

Reader 1: Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  So, she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 

other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “they have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we do not know where they have laid him.”  Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went to-
ward the tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon 

Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.  He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth 

that had been on Jesus‟ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  Then 
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed: for as yet they did 

not understand the Scripture, that He must rise from the dead. 

 
(Some boys and girls go running by) 

Actor 1: Wow!  Those guys can really move! 

Actor 2: I know!  They‟re pretty good runners, aren‟t they? 

Actor 1: But, I think I know a few other people who can run even faster! 
Actor 2: Who are you talking about?  Carl Lewis?  Bruce Jenner?  Jesse Owens? 

Actor 1: No, those guys are fast, but I‟m talking about three other people named Mary, Peter and John.  

Actor 2: Who? 
Actor 1: You know, the three people we just heard about in the Easter story.  Mary ran as fast as she could 

to tell the disciples that Jesus‟ tomb was empty, and Peter and John raced back to the empty tomb to see 

for themselves what had happened. 
Actor 2: Wow!  They really must have been excited! 

Actor 1: I‟ll say!  That morning they found out that Jesus was alive, and that they, too, had hope of resur-

rection from the dead.  Pretty great news, don‟t you think?  And, you know, now that I think about it, 

Easter makes me want to run. 
Actor 2: Run where? 

Actor 1: Run to tell all my friends that Jesus is risen!  (Either individual children or a children‟s chorus) 

Group 1: (Run onto stage) Easter makes us (me) want Jesus and thank Him for everything He did for us. 
Group 2: (Run onto stage) Easter makes us (me) want to run outside and see the beauty of a bright new 

day blessed by God. 

Group 3: (Run onto stage) Easter makes us (me) want to run to find a Bible and read more about God‟s 
plan for salvation through His Son. 
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Exclamation (cont.) 

Elementary 

All Easter makes us want to run!  (Run off) 
 

Song: “Alive, Alive” 

 

Reader 2: Let us pray.  “O Lord, when you were seen alive on Easter morning, news of your resurrection 
spread like wildfire, and people wanted to run faster than they‟d ever run  before to make that message 

known. May we be swift in our pursuit of Your kingdom‟s goals.  May Easter bring a new spring in our 

step as we travel along life‟s road.  And, on the Last Day, may we run at top speed to meet You and greet 
You in Your kingdom.  Amen.” 

 

Part  Two – Cry!   (Flutes play “O Sacred Head” #137)  
The Easter Gospel............................John 20:10-18 

 

Reader 1: Then the disciples returned to their homes.  But, Mary stood weeping outside the tomb.  As she 

wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Je-
sus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet.  They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?”  She said to them, ”they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 

Him.”  When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that 
it was Jesus.  Jesus said to her, “woman, why are you weeping: whom are you looking for?”  Supposing 

Him to be the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid 

Him, and I will take him away.”  Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  She turned and said to Him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “do not hold on to me, because I have not yet as-

cended to the Father.  But go to My brothers and say to them, „I am ascending to My Father and your Fa-

ther, to My God and your God.‟”  Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord;” and she told them that He had said these things to her. 
 

Actor 1: Are you crying?  What is it?  What‟s wrong? 

Actor 2: Yes, I‟m crying.  But, not because something is wrong.  Sometimes people cry when things are 
very, very right. 

Actor 1: But, weren‟t you sad just a few days ago? 

Actor 2: Yes, I was.  I was sad because Jesus was hurt and mocked and crucified.  I couldn‟t believe that 

my Savior had to die.  I was in shock. 
Actor 1: You were a lot like Mary at the empty tomb then, weren‟t you? 

Actor 2: Right!  She thought she would never see Jesus again.  That‟s why she was crying.  

Actor 1: But, then she did see Jesus alive and risen from the dead, right? 
Actor 2: Yes, that‟s when she cried tears of joy, like I do sometimes.  You know, it might sound funny, 

but everything about Easter makes me want to cry for joy! 

 
(Children come on to the stage) 

Group 1: Easter makes us want to cry for joy with great love for the Lord. 

Group 2: Easter makes us want to cry for joy with wonder and surprise. 

Group 3: Easter makes us want to cry for joy with hope for the future. 
All:    Easter just makes us want to cry for joy.  Alleluia!    

 

Song: “Lord, I Lift Your Name On High” 
 

Reader 2: Let us pray.  “O Christ, when Mary cried outside your tomb on Easter morning, her tears of sad-

ness were transformed into tears of Joy the moment she realized it was you standing beside her alive.  Lift 
us out of our sadness and wipe every bitter tear from our eyes.”  
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Then, with new tears of true gladness streaming down our faces, may we see the glory revealed only in 
Your risen body.  With You beside us we have nothing to fear.  Amen. 

 

Part  Three – Praise! 

The Easter Gospel............................John 20:24-28 
Song: “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” 

 

Reader 1: But Thomas (who was called “the twin”), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came.  So, the other disciples told him, “we have seen the Lord.”  But, he said to them, “Unless I see the 

mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will 

not believe.”  A week later His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”  Then He said to 

Thomas, “put your finger here and see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  Do not 

doubt but believe.”  Thomas answered Him, “my Lord!” 

 
(Children are kneeling at the cross) 

 

Actor 1: What‟s going on over there?  I wonder. 
Actor 2: Don‟t you see?  Those children are praising their Savior by kneeling and bowing before Him in 

prayer. 

Actor 1: Didn‟t the women at the tomb do something like that when they saw Jesus alive? 
Actor 2: Yes, the Bible says that the women bent down before Jesus and clasped His feet, and we just 

heard how Thomas declared, “my Lord!” after he saw and felt the Savior‟s hands and side.  

Actor 1: (Begins jumping up and down)  

Actor 2: What‟s gotten into you? 
Actor 1: When I hear about how those people acted when they saw Jesus and when I see those kids over 

there worshiping, I can‟t help myself.  Easter makes me want to praise. 

 
(Children move to the front) 

Group 1: Easter makes us want to praise by praying. 

Group 2: Easter makes us want to praise by singing. 

Group 3: Easter makes us want to clap and shout. 
All Easter makes us want to laugh and live and spread God‟s love about! 

Alleluia!  

Alleluia!  
 

Song: “He Is Lord” 

 
Reader 2: Let us pray.  “O risen Savior, along with Thomas we proclaim with our mouths, „You are our 

Lord.‟  But, Easter also makes us praise you with our whole selves.  We bow before you.  We raise our 

voices.  And, we welcome you into our lives with open arms.  May we honor and adore You with our 

every action.  We thank You for giving us life.  Amen.” 
 

An Easter Ending 

 
L: The news is too good to keep!  Go into all the world to make the miracle known. 

C: Easter makes us want to run! 

L: The news is too good to keep!  Raise your voices in the streets everywhere to proclaim the miracle of 
Christ. 
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C: Easter makes us want to cry for joy! 
L: The news is too good to keep!  Let all your lives be lived for your Lord. 

C: Easter makes us want to praise! 

L: Easter joy. 

C: Brings resurrection hope to all! 
L: Easter news. 

C: Brings the blessings of Easter to each one of us! 

L: Because of Easter, we are alive in Christ! 
C: And He is alive in us, alleluia! 

 

L: And the God of peace – who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant – make you perfect in every good work to do His 

will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in His sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for-

ever and ever. 

 
Song: “He Lives” 
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To be made the evening before Easter 

You need: 

1 c. whole pecans    zipper baggie 

1 tsp. vinegar     wooden spoon 

3 egg whites     tape 

pinch salt     Bible 

1 c. sugar 

 

Preheat oven to 300. 

 

Place pecans in zipper baggie and let children beat them with the wooden spoon to break into small pieces.  

Explain that after Jesus was arrested He was beaten by the Roman soldiers. 

Read John 19:1-3 

 

Let each child smell the vinegar.  Put 1 tsp. vinegar into mixing bowl.  Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on 

the cross He was given vinegar to drink. 

Read John 19:28-30 

 

Add egg whites to vinegar.  Eggs represent life.  Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life. 

Read John 10:10-11 

 

Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand.  Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl.  Explain that this 

represents the salty tears shed by Jesus' followers, and the bitterness of our own sin. 

Read Luke 23:27 

 

So far the ingredients are not very appetizing.  Add 1 c. sugar.  Explain that the sweetest part of the story is that 

God gave us His Son because He loves us.  He wants us to know and belong to Him. 

Read Psalm 34:8 and John 3:16 

 

Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12 to 15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed.  Explain that the color white 

represents the purity in God's eyes of those whose sins have been cleansed by Jesus. 

Read Isa. 1:18 and John 3:1-3 

 

Fold in broken nuts.  Drop by teaspoons onto wax paper covered cookie sheet.  Explain that each mound repre-

sents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid. 

Read Matt. 27:57-60 

 

Put the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven off.  Give each child a piece of tape and seal 

the oven door.  Explain that Jesus' tomb was sealed. 

Read Matt. 27:65-66. GO TO BED! 

 

Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight.  Jesus' followers were in despair 

when the tomb was sealed. 

Read John 16:20 and 22 

 

On Easter morning, open the oven and give everyone a cookie.  Notice the cracked surface and take a bite.  The 

cookies are hollow!  On the first Easter Jesus' followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty. 

Read Matt. 28:1-9 
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The Easter Lily 

 

The world of art and literature are full of stories and images that  

speak of the beauty and majesty of the Easter lily.  One of the most  

famous biblical references is the Sermon on the Mount, when Christ  

told his listeners: “Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow:  

they toil not, neither do they spin; and yet Solomon in all his glory  

was not arrayed like one of these.”  

 

Often called the “white-robed apostles of hope,” lilies were found  

growing in the garden of Gethsemane after Christ‟s agony.  Tradition  

has it that the beautiful white lilies spring up where drops of  

Christ‟s sweat fell to the ground in his final hours of sorrow and  

distress.  Christian Churches continue this tradition at Easter by  

banking their altars and surrounding their crosses with masses of  

Easter lilies to commemorate the resurrection and hope of life  

everlasting.  

 

The pure white lily has long been closely associated with the Virgin  

Mary.  In early paintings, the Angel Gabriel is pictured extending to  

Mary a branch of pure white lilies, announcing that she is to be the  

Mother of the Christ child.  In other paintings, saints are pictured  

bringing vases full of white lilies to Mary and the Infant Jesus.  

 

In yet another expression of womanhood, lilies had a significant  

presence in the paradise of Adam and Eve.  Tradition has it that when  

Eve left the Garden of Eden she shed real tears of repentance, and  

from those remorseful tears sprung up lilies.  
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