Supplement– Celebrating the Birth of Jesus
By Jennifer Wetzel

Eye Witness News
CREATIVE WRITING/DRAMA
Materials: Nametags, pens, notepads, play microphone

Quest Connection
Students will react to the Christmas story by assuming the roles of those people and explaining
what it felt like to be there at Christ’s birth. This role-playing activity will give students a chance
to live the Christmas story and feel the emotions involved in the Christmas story.
Procedure: Make a name tag for each character involved in the Christmas story, such as Mary,
Joseph, the shepherds, the Magi, etc. The number of nametags will depend on the number of students that you have in class. In addition to the character nametags, make two nametags for reporters.
When the class arrives, review the Christmas story with them by reading Luke 1:1-39 or by
having students summarize the events involved in Christ’s birth. Then, explain that reporters
often interview eyewitnesses, who have seen an event happen, to get information for their reports.
Select students to be eyewitnesses to the Christmas story and give each student the nametag of the
character that they will portray. Select two students to be the reporters and give them the pens
and notepads. Have the reporters go around the room and interview each character to find out the
events of Christ’s birth. For example, reporters may ask how the character felt, what they saw,
what other characters told them, etc. After giving the students time to be interviewed, have the
reporters do a news show on Christ’s birth. One student can be the anchor, summarizing the
events, while the other is “on location” to get quotes from the characters.

Close
To end this lesson, ask the students to summarize what they think the characters felt like at
Christ’s birth. Then, ask them how we will feel at His second coming. Close by having a student
offer prayer.
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Poinsettia Legend
LITERATURE LINK
Materials: A copy of the book The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie DePaola (available at
public libraries and bookstores)

Quest Connection
At the birth of Christ, the Magi brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to honor
Him. They offered their treasures. In this lesson, students will examine what gifts we can
give to Jesus to show our love for Him. Though we may not have wealthy treasures to give
Him, we each have talents and gifts to use to honor Him.
Procedure: Read the book The Legend of the Poinsettia by Tomie DePaola to the students.
(Summary from Amazon.com: In this legend from Mexico, a little girl, Lucinda, is proud to
help her mother weave a new blanket for the Baby Jesus to be used in a Christmas procession.
But when Lucinda's mother takes ill, Lucinda tangles the yarn and is unable to complete the blanket. Feeling she has ruined Christmas, Lucinda is reluctant to go to the procession until a mysterious old woman appears from the shadows and tells Lucinda, "Any gift is beautiful because it is
given.” Lucinda carries into the church an armful of weeds, each of which suddenly becomes
"tipped with a flaming red star"-marking the miraculous blooming of the first poinsettias.) Then,
discuss the book with them and how it relates to what they have been learning about the birth of
Christ. Ask the following questions:
How do people in this story prepare for the birth of Christ?
How does that compare with how we prepare for Christmas?
What does Lucinda and her mother prepare for the Christmas procession?
Why was that gift important in this story?
When Lucinda has no gift to offer the baby Jesus, how does she feel? Why?
What kinds of gifts are others offering to the baby Jesus?
Why was the gift Lucinda offered so beautiful? Was it her love and that offer of her
gift instead of the gift itself?
What kinds of gifts can we offer Jesus?
What are gifts for Christ that you will offer this Christmas?

Close
Heavenly Father, Please help me to learn to share my gifts. Let my gifts be used to honor
and glorify Your name. Help me prepare my heart for Christ’s birth and His second return. Amen.
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Follow The Star
GAME
Materials: Large yellow stars, tape, dice, nativity set (optional)

Quest Connection
Students have learned that the Magi followed a star to Jesus. They followed that star over a long
journey in order to see the King of the Jews and to honor Him with gifts. Today, we can still follow Jesus and honor Him. Students will reflect on ways to follow Jesus in their life.
Procedure: Before class, tape the stars in a random path on the classroom floor. Have the stars
lead to the nativity set or manger, if one is displayed in the classroom. When students arrive in
class, explain the “Follow the Star” game to them. Students will take turns rolling the dice to see
how far they can advance. After rolling the dice, the teacher will ask them a question about the
Christmas story or about following Jesus in today’s world. If they answer the question correctly,
they will advance the number of spaces they received on their die roll. Each star counts as one
space. When students reach the end of the star path, they should recite Psalm 96:9 and state one
way that they will search for Christ in their lives. Play the game until all of the students have followed the stars to Christ.

Close
Sing “We Three Kings” with the students. Then, ask a student to close with prayer.
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What’s In a Name?
Directions: Each of the following names was used to describe Jesus during His birth and the
foretelling of His birth. Define each name and describe why it is used for Jesus.
Wonderful Counselor (Isaiah 9:6)
Definition:
Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6)
Definition:
Son of God (Luke 1:35)
Definition:
Everlasting Father (Isaiah 9:6)
Definition:
Immanuel (Matthew 1:23)
Definition:
King of the Jews (Matthew 2:2)
Definition:

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE JESUS?
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