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CHAPTER

I

The One Life-Giving Gospel
)\LL PERSONS

who are interested in having eternal
life are exceedingly interested in what is called in
the Bible, the gospel. This interest is due to the fact that
the gospel is spoken of as being the power of God unto
our salvation. (Rom. 1 :16.) In other words, there is power in the gospel and there is eternal salvation in the gospel. These are reasons enough for our making the deepest study of which we are capable into this subject.
By making such a study, we will find that some things
taught today for gospel are not gospel, and we will also
find that some of the greatest parts of the Bible gospel
are not even being taught today.
.
We wish to present several messages on the various
parts of the gospel of God. These will deal with the very
core of Scripture. They will concern the "exceeding
great and precious promises" that Peter says have been
given so that we might be invited to be partakers of the
divine nature. (2 Pet. 1:4.) There are a number of these
promises. They include the way of redemption and justification by faith; the Mediator of the covenant, Jesus
Christ; the two seeds of Abraham; the promise of eternal life; the promise of eternal inheritance; resurrection
from the dead; the city that God has prepared for them
that love Him; and the promise of priesthood and kingship in the coming age.

1"1.

W hat Is the Gospel?
First of all, there is only one gospel, or "one faith,"
according to Ephesians 4:5. It is called "the common
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salvation" in Jude 3. Jude exhorts believers. to earnestly
contend for this faith which. was once delivered to the
saints. Paul said in Galatians 1:6-12 that there is no other
gospel. In another passage we .are urged. to not neglect
the great salvation offered us. Second Thessalonians 1:8, 9
explains that those who obey not this gospel will be punished. So we see the great importance of what is called
in the Bible, the gospel. We must do something with it:
either believe it, live by it, and have its hope, or not believe
it and await our certain judgment.
.
Since there is only one faith and one hope, it follO\~s
that men of all ages have had the same faith, the same
hope, and the same Saviour. Christ was Saviour to believers who lived before Him as well as Saviour to believers living after Him. The Old Testament viewpoint was:
our Messiah is coming: we believe in Him, and we look
forward with longing to His coming Kingdom.
When Christ died, He died for all men. Hebrews 2:9
says that He tasted death for every man. This would include persons who lived before Him. In Peter's sermon
to Cornelius in Acts 10:43, Peter stated that all the
prophets said that whosoever believed in .Christ should
receive remission of sins. Most of the prophets lived in
Old Testament times, so Old Testament believers came
under God's grace by faith and obedience, just as New
Testament believers come under grace by faith and obedience. The Bible states that "there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man' Christ Jesus,
who gave himself a ransom for all" (1 Tim. 2 :5, 6).
Through Christ, all men, both [ews and Gentiles alike,
have access to the Father. (Eph. 2: 18.)
Reviewing what we have learned thus far, we see that
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there is only one gospel and that it has been offered to
men of all ages.
This is further pointed out in a very important verse,
Galatians 3 :8, which states that this gospel was preached
to Abraham. Let us read, "The scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the heathen through faith, preached
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
nations be blessed." Abraham had the gospel. Abraham
believed in Christ. Abraham will be saved because of his
belief in the gospel message.
Now let us come to our question, What is the gospel?
Briefly stated, the gospel is good news concerning Christ,
the Kingdom of God, and salvation. We notice in Mark
1: 14 that "Jesus carne into Galilee, preaching the gospel
of the kingdom of God." So the Kingdom of God is
part of the gospel. Did Abraham believe in the Kingdom
of God? He certainly did! The other part of the gospel
is stated in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. Paul speaks there of the
gospel of Christ's death for 'our sins and Christ's resurrection from the dead. Did Abraham believe in Christ
and resurrection?
He certainly did! It is recorded in
John that Abraham rejoiced to see Christ's day, and that
Abraham believed in resurrection is clearly stated in Hebrews 11:19.
Men of all ages, not only Abraham, have believed in
the gospel message of the coming Christ and His Kingdom. This gospel was preached long before Christ came,
as we have just read in Galatians 3 :8. Christ, then, was
not the originator of the gospel. His blood sealed a covenant that God had made long before. Jesus is the Heir
of God's covenartt. This covenant is explained in Galatians 3 :13-19 as being certain promises that are called the
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promises made to Abraham and his seed. Let us read
Galatians 3:16-18: "Now to Abraham and his seed were
. the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.
And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed
before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it should
make the promise of none effect. For if the inheritance
be of the law, it is no more by promise: but God gave
it to Abraham by promise."
Here we find several interesting facts. The first is that
Christ confirmed this covenant that God made with
Abraham. We shall write more of this later. The second
is that this covenant or gospel that God gave Abraham
had nothing to do with the Mosaic law, but was of much
greater importance. The third is that this covenant had
something to do with inheritance in the future. The
fourth is that this covenant or gospel was given to all the
faithful, to Abraham and his seed. All these things are
f und in these verses in Galatians 3.
1f w belong to Christ, we, too, come under the saving
(I, pel that God preached to Abraham. Indeed, the last
v I of alatians 3 declares: "If ye be Christ's, then are
hrulu m' seed, and heirs according to the promise."
'I'll
oSI'1 message, then, includes promises to the
I "II II III I If ill a es. One of these promises, mentioned
1III
II (;dnli;111
3:18, is inheritance. Inheritance in
It II Iliit I il:1I1 ' in this Kingdom about which Christ
.l II I lis
11 You remember He came into
I I II 1\ luu Iii· spel of the Kingdom of God,
\ I dill 1\ IIII li·v· in it. The gospel Christ preached
I III
II II 1\ I h
ospel God preached years be-
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fore to Abraham. Indeed, God's promises to Abraham
are the foundation of Christianity.
As we said before, there are things being taught today
for saving truth that are not true. Conversely, some of
the greatest parts of the gospel are not taught. Let us be
careful to believe every word that God has spoken and
base our nope on His promises only. Only in the true
gospel is there life. Remember the words of Jesus: "He
that believeth [the gospel] and is baptized shall be saved."

CHAPTER II

Everlasting Life.

O

UR FIRST study of the "exceeding great and precious promises" by which we "might be partakers
of the divine nature" (2 Pet.l:4)
was in regard to the
one life-giving gospel. We noted that the saving "good
news" from God was a twofold message: redemption
from sin through Jesus Christ our Lord, and eternal life
in the future Kingdom of God, the everlasting home of
the redeemed.
This gospel was given to men long before our Saviour
was born. Men of God of all ages have had the same
hope. Galatians 3:8 mentions that the glad tidings were
preached to Abraham. We also noted that Christians today are connected to God's gospel given to Abraham
through their belief in Christ. This is taught in Galatians
3:29: "If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and
heirs according to the promise," Of utmost importance
to us, then, are these great and precious promises that
God made in Abraham's day, by which all who are
faithful may come under the promise of eternal life.
God is the Giver of these great and precious promises.
Christ is the Mediator through whom these promises
come to men. Without acceptance of Christ as our Godgiven Saviour, we cannot come to God, nor can we come
under God's promises.
.
Our study today is concentrated upon God's great
promise of everlasting life. Since Jesus spoke only those
things which His Father revealed to Him, He, too, spoke
often about a future life. Jesus was the one who said,
"God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
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San, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life" (Jahn 3 :16).
It is evident that those who are wicked will never "gain eternal life. Jesus declared one day ta the apostles that
anyone who forsook the lave of this world far His sake
and the gospel's would receive a hundredfold now, and
"in the world ta come eternal life" (Mark 10:30). One
who does not forsake evil is not eligible for future life.:
This is again taught in John 3 :36, where Jesus stated,
"He thatbelieveth
on the Son hath. everlasting life: and
he that believeth not the San shall not see life; but the
wrath of Gad abideth on him." He who does not believe
all the wards of Christ shall never see eternal life. Again,
Jesus asserted that many are headed for destruction, while
few walk the narrow way that leads to life. (Matt. 7 :13,
14.) There is no promise of everlasting life to the wicked.
The common teaching -today that the wicked will live
forever in torment has no Bible foundation. It is a theory
being taught today that is not part of the true gospel,
Jesus declared again and again that the wicked will perish, will be destroyed, and will not see life. No one will
receive eternal life unless he takes Christ as his Lard and
Master. This includes you and me. Unless our hearts are
full y turned to Jesus Christ, we will not have life.
Christ is the source of our eternal life. He has it now
and is able to give it to others. Christ Jesus before His
death was like us-flesh and blood. (Heb. 2:14.) He was
a mortal man, because He died. (1 Cor. 15:3.) Gad raised
Him from the dead and gave Him everlasting life. (Acts
2 :24; Rev. 1: 18.) The Christ is now able to transfer
eternal life to others; however, He will not give eternal
life to any of the faithful until this world passes away
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and He comes again. He affirmed this in Mark 10:30,
when He said that everlasting life would be given in
the world to come.
This promise of life forever for all who will be faithful was given long ago in the Abrahamic promises. God
said to Abraham, "Lift up now thine eyes, and look from
the place where thou art northward, and southward, and
eastward, and westward: for all the land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever"
(Gen. 13:14, 15). Since Abraham is to receive the land
of Canaan forever, he will have to be resurrected and
given eternal life. Abraham will live forever when Christ's
day comes, the day for which Abraham longed. (John
8:56,) Notice that this promise is made to Abraham himself and to his descendants. You and I are Abraham's
descendants by faith if we are in Christ. This promise
applies to us as well as to Abraham himself.
Abraham is dead now. Stephen said in Acts 7:1-5 that
Abraham did not receive this promise of eternal life and
eternal inheritance. The reason he did not is that he died.
The gospel story is continued in Hebrews 11, which asserts that all the faithful .died, "not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off." The reason
for God not giving eternal life so far to any but His Son
is given in Hebrews 11 :39, 40. "These all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promi e. God having provided some better thing for us, that
they without us .should not be made perfect." We will
111 . made perfect together, but Christ is the "firstfruits"!
I , us f His great faithfulness, God has declared that
fl, S n w s to have pre-eminence in all things, even in
Illig' t h It' t to receive everlasting life.
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Today, you and I are mortal creatures. We are as the
Bible says, "flesh and blood," and "flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God." That is why Abraham and
all the faithful .must wait for the resurrection to inherit
eternal life. The dead faithful are mentioned in 1 Thessalonians 4:15 as being "asleep." The next verse speaks of
them as being "dead in Christ." This means that at their
death they were true Christians. These faithful of all
ages, who were persuaded of the promises and embraced
them, yet have never received life, everlasting, shall be
raised first. Then the faithful who are alive at Christ's
coming shall be changed, and together these two groups
shall meet Christ in the air when He comes. This is the
"good news" of 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17.
Wh y men today teach the immortality of the soul as
gospel, we do not know. It certainly cannot be proven
by· the Bible. Anyone who makes the most elementary
study of the word "soul" in the Bible will quickly discern that there is nothing immortal connected to a soul.
The Bible plainly declares, "The soul that sinneth, it shall
die," and "He which converteth the sinner from the error
of his way shall save a soul from death" (Ezek. 18j4;
J as. 5 :20). Souls are not immortal. To affirm this is to
contradict Christ's glad tidings of eternal life only through
Him. If the soul is already immortal, what need have we
of Christ for immortality? If all persons have immortal
souls now, all will live forever; whereas in the gospel
that Christ preached only those who believe in Him will
have everlasting life. The Bible says, "The wages of sin
is death,' not life.
Those who believe that man is anything more than
mortal and wholly dependent upon Christ for life ever-
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lasting had better look into the Word a little deeper. The
Bible message ..is that, by means .,0£ the divine promises,
we Can be partakers of the divine nature. Outside of these
promises there is no hope of having the divine nature.
Only those who receive the divine nature will live forever.
The good news of eternal life to come is our hope. In
God's great plan we see that it is God's desire for faithful
people to live with Him forever in 'His Kingdom. What.
a promise to mortal men! Truly it is something to strive
for and to .attain, Eternal life is outside of us, as. it was
outside of Adam in the tree of life in the Garden of Eden.
The plan of salvation is, in the words of Jesus and the
apostles, "Believ:e the gospel,"· "repent and be baptized,"
and you shall have eternal life in God's Kingdom .
. Why don't you make God's plan your plan? There is
no greater satisfaction than beirigon God's side and knowing that He will cause all things to work together for
good for you. God loves you. He wants to bless you now.
He wants you to have eternal life in His Kingdom. This
will fulfill the Abrahamic promise of inheritance "for
ever."

CHAPTER

III

The Inheritance
I\N

IMPORTANT
part of the Abrahamic promises is
inheritance. It is recorded in Galatians 3 :18: "If
the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise:
but God gave it to Abraham by promise." God has an
inheritance in mind to give to His children. Our purpose
in this study is to determine what this great inheritance
is, and when it will be given.
"He that overcometh shall inherit all things." Thus
reads Revelation 21:7. What does God include in His
promise when He says that the "overcomer shall inherit
all things"? In one place God promises that the faithful
shall inherit the Kingdom of God. (J as. 2 :5.) In another
place God has promised the righteous inheritance in the
earth. (Gen. 13:14, 15.) Again, the holy are promised
joint-heirship with Christ. (Rom. 8:16, 17.) So that which
Christ inherits, the saints shall also inherit. (See Psa. 2 :8.)
Let us go back to the original covenant God gave the
faithful in Genesis 13: 14, 15: "The Lord said unto Abram,
after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine
eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward,
and southward, and eastward, and westward: for all the
land which thou scest, to thee will I give it, and to thy
seed for ever." Notice three things: 1) God gave the promise to Abraham and to his seed, and we are the seed of
Abraham (Gal. 3:29); 2) God promised to give the faithful all the land that Abraham could see; and 3) this inheritance was to last forever. Since neither Abraham nor
any of the faithful have ever received the land forever,

rt the
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we know that this promise will be fulfilled in the future.
Our reward depends upon Jesus' return. He said, "Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
every man according as his work shall be" (Rev. 22:12).
This inheritance God. promised the faithful
is brought
.
forth clearly in the fourth chapter of Romans. "The promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to
Abraham or to his seed, through the law, but through
the righteousness of faith" (v. 13). Notice again three
things: 1) God gave a promise to Abraham and to his
seed; 2) that promise was made to all men of faith; and
3) that promise was inheritance of the world. Let me
read it again. "The promise, that he should. be the heir
of the world, was not to Abraham or to his seed, through
the law, but through the righteousness of faith."
Everlasting inheritance in the earth is not a new teaching. It is not a strange teaching. It is gospel teaching. It
is the inheritance that God has promised His children.
Jesus said in Matthew 5:5: "Blessed are the meek: for
they shall inherit the earth." Is that gospel what Jesus
promised? When He said His people would jnherit the
earth, did He mean it? Of course He did!
Why, then, do men today teach that the righteous shall
inherit a place in heaven forever? Is it Scriptural to say
that the saints will go to heaven for their everlasting reward? How does going to heaven agree with Jesus' statement that "the meek shall inherit the earth"?
Can you find averse in the Bible that plainly says that
the faithful shall go to heaven forever? It is time for some
serious thinking to be done. Jesus said that the meek shall
inherit the earth, and yet the majority of churches today
teach that the meek shall inherit heaven. Let us take
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stock of this. Where did this "going to heaven" teaching
originate? It certainly did not corne from Jesus, for He
said, "The meek shall inherit the earth."
Again, Jesus said of the blessed (Rev. 5:10, for He disclosed the revelation to John), "We shall reign on the
earth." Is this an idle tale, that the redeemed shall reign
on the earth? I would never accuse Jesus of telling idle
tales. He meant what He said. He plainly stated that His
people would reign on earth. Believers are not reigning
on the earth today. Revelation 20:6 asserts that they shall
reign during the thousand-year reign of Christ, after their
resurrection from death.
This teaching, of Jesus, that His converts will inherit
the earth and reign on the earth in the new age is one
of the great promises in the covenant that God made in
Abraham's day to all who would be faithful. Jesus explained, as did Daniel, Isaiah, and the rest of the prophets,
that this inheritance of the earth would take place in the
days of the Kingdom of God. One of the components of
the future Kingdom of God will be this earth. The everlasting Kingdom will have six parts, according to Scripture: 1) a King-Christ;
2) rulers-His
people; 3) territory-the
earth made new; 4) a capital city-Jerusalem;
5) subjects-nations
that are left after Armageddon; and
6) laws-Gad's
laws. This was the gospel of the Kingdom of God that Jesus preached. It is found throughout
the Bible. Oh, that we had space to consider all the elements of God's future Kingdom in this study!
Let us corne to Isaiah 45:18, and read what God has to
say about His purpose for the earth: "Thus saith the
Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed
the earth and made it; he hath established it, he created
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it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lord;
and there is none else." God formed the earth to be inhabited. Will it then be burned up forever? Did God create
the earth in vain? Has His creation become a total failure? Is His plan weak? Did not God say that Jesus
would sit at His right hand until He sent Him to bring
about "the restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world
began?" You will read this in Acts 3 :19-21. It is part of
Peter's sermon on salvation the day he healed the lame
man by the power of Christ.
Second Peter three speaks of the three ages into which
God has divided His plan. Peter calls these ages "worlds,"
or "heavens and earth." He declared that the first world
perished when it was overflowed with water. Peter then
said that we today are living in the second heavens and
earth, or age, and that it will be judged with fire at the
judgment day. Then, according to God's promise, we
"look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness" (2 Pet. 3:13). We look for a new age, new
heavens and earth, a new dispensation, wherein God's
Kingdom shall fill the earth, wherein righteousness will
cover the earth as the waters the sea, and wherein all will
be peace.
The prophets speak often of this wonderful inher itance.
God Himself pronounced these eternal words, "As truly
as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of
the Lord" (Num. 14:21). Does God speak truth? Of
course He does! "Let God be true, but every man a liar"
(Rom. 3:4). Does God live? He lives forever. Then also,
at some time not far off, the earth shall be filled with Hi,
glory. It did not happen in the first age, nor has it come
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to pass in this one, that all earth was filled with God's
glory. This shall be fulfilled in the new age-or the new
heavens and earth.
Will there be another earth created? Peter said that
Jesus at His coming would bring in "the times of restitution," or times when conditions would be restored to
what they were in Eden. After God had created all things
in the beginning and looked over all creation; it is said
.that He found everything "very good" (Gen. 1:31). Sin·
has brought the curse. When sin is removed, the whole
earth will become like the Garden of Eden. Would you
like to live in a Garden of Eden? This is what God promised His people.·
What an inheritance this will be for those who are
faithful! The promise is, "The meek shall inherit the
earth" - an earth filled with good things: worship of
God, righteousness, peace, plenty. This is the true Christian hope. This is the inheritance promised in the Abrahamic covenant, and if we are in Christ, we are heirs
of this promise. (Gal. 3 :29.)
Are you worthy of such inheritance? If you are not,
tear yourself away from sin, do the first works (believe,
repent, and be baptized), begin and continue in that life
which is most noble of all, and you will have your part
in God's inheritance.

CHAPTER

IV

Christ's Place in .
The Abrahamic Covenant

T

HERE are two covenants God made with man
that concern man's salvation. They are the Abrahamic covenant and the Davidic covenant. Christ occupies a
unique position in both covenants, for He is the "seed,"
descendant, or heir of both Abraham and. David, as
Matthew 1: 1 declares: "The book of the generation of
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham."
Christ's place in the Abrahamic covenant is stated in
Galatians 3:l3, 14. Notice this carefully, for it is the
foundation of our study in this chapter. "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law ... that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through
Jesus Christ,' that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith." Christ's place in the Abrahamic
covenant, then, is to bring this covenant to the Gentiles
or, we could say, to all men. The Jews had the promises
already, but there were few faithful Jews. Jesus came to
offer God's promises to all men. He came that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles. What is the
blessing of Abraham? The promises God made to Abraham concerning preparation for and possession of eternal
life and eternal inheritance.
Underneath this main heading there are four points to
consider. 1) As heir of the promises, Jesus can give them
to whom He will. 2) As mediator of the new covenant,
Jesus is the negotiator between God and man. 3) As the
sacrifice for our sins, He gave His own blood (the blood
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of the covenant) that we might be able to come into this
covenant relationship with God. 4) As confirmer of the
promises, He made them sure to us. This is Jesus' part
in God's plan, whereby we may come under all of God's
promises concerning eternal salvation.
That Christ is the seed of the Abrahamic covenant is
so stated in Galatians 3:16: "Now to Abraham and his
seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds,
as of many; but as of one, and to thy seed, which is
Christ." Christ, then, is the son of Abraham, the seed of
Abraham, the heir of Abraham. The promises God made
to Abraham were made directly to Jesus Christ as Abraham's descendant. Galatians 3:19 speaks of "the seed ...
to whom the promise was made," referring to Christ.
As son of Abraham, or heir of Abraham, our Lord Jesus Christ shall possess forever that which God gave to
Abraham by promise-even
all the earth. (See Gen. 13: 14
and Rom. 4:13.) It is recorded in Psalm 2:8, God speaking to Christ prophetically, "Ask of me, and I shall give
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost
parts of the earth for thy possession." This is God's official record of Christ's right to the earth forever. This is
Christ's deed to the earth, and He shall possess it when
He returns. God has promised His Son not the heaven,
. but the earth for His inheritance. The Son of God was
the first to receive the Abrahamic promise of eternal life.
He was the first to be resurrected eternal from the grave.
Likewise shall He be chief inheritor of the earth, even
earth's King of Kings and Lord of Lords, when He returns. Since Christ is the heir of the Abrahamic promises,
He can give these same promises to whom He will.
This thought in Galatians 3: 16, that Jesus is the singu-
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lar seed of Abraham is taken from Genesis 22:17. There
God said to Abraham, "Thy seed shall possess the gate
of his enemies." There is a singular seed of Abraham and
there areplural seeds of Abraham. We shall speak ofthe
plural seed of Abraham later. This verse, "Thy seed shall
possess the gate· of his enemies," once again refers to
Christ's future rulership over all the earth, for Jesus
Christ has many enemies. It is predicted in Revelation
19:19 that these. enemies of Christ shall gather together
to fight Him when He comes, but He shall overcome
them, and possess the gates of their cities.
Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant. Hebrews
12:22-24 informs us that we are come, not to the mountain of Moses, but "to Jesus the mediator. of the new
covenant." The new covenant here is contrasted to the
law of Moses. The new covenant is the same as the Abrahamic covenant, which was given 430' years before the
law. (Gal. 3:17.) It is called a new covenant because it
had not been offered as yet to all men, but only to a select
few. As Hebrews 9:8 says, "The way into the holiest of
all was not yet made manifest, while ... the first tabernaclewas yet standing: which was a figure for the time
then present." The new covenant is found in that gospel
message Jesus preached, the same gospel that. was
preached long ago to Abraham. (GaL 3 :8.) The new
covenant shows us the way out of sin and the way to the
Kingdom of God or, we might say, the way to eternal
life and inheritance.
That Jesus is the mediator of the covenant is supported
by 1 Timothy 2:5, "There is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." As media"
tor, Jesus is the negotiator of this covenant between God
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and man. He makes it possible for us to come into covenant relationship with God. (See Eph. 2:12.)
Jesus also supplied the blood of the covenant, as is asserted in Hebrews 13 :20 and 21. "Now the God of peace,
that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good
work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory for ever and ever. Amen." The significance of the
blood is this, that it makes us perfect before God. We
need it. It has to do with the getting rid of our sins.
Since there is no remission of sins without the shedding
of hlood (Heb. 9 :22), it was necessary that so great and
so everlasting a covenant as this covenant God made with
Abraham be sealed by the blood of someone. Only He
who was heir of the covenant and mediator of the covenant could offer blood that would be acceptable. Christ
has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
He was offered to bear the sins of many. (Heb. 9:26, 28.)
The blood of Christ has purged our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God, "and for this cause he is
the mediator of the new testament, that by means of
death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were
under the first testament, they which are called might receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where a
testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of
the testator" (Heb. 9:14-16). Only by the blood of Jesus,
the mediator of the covenant, can we receive the promise
of eternal inheritance. That makes the blood important,
then, doesn't it?
If we consider this blood of the covenant by which we
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are sanctified an unholy thing, we shall be punished.
(Heb, 10:29.) Jesus' blood was shed that we might be so
clean that it would be possible for us to become partners
with God in His covenant.
It is written in Romans 15:8 that "Jesus Christ was a
minister ... to confirm the promises made unto the fathers." What does this mean, that He confirmed the
promises? He taught them, He preached them, He gave
His blood so that this covenant might be ours. And so
2 Corinthians 1:20 is more easily understood: "All the
promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen," or,
all the promises of God in him are faithful and true.
Peter said to the Jews, "Ye are the children of the
prophets, and of the covenant which God made with our
fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in thy seed shall all
the kindreds of the earth be blessed. Unto you first God,
having raised up his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, in
turning away everyone of you from his iniquities" (Acts
3:25, 26). We know today that the Jews have rejected
Jesus, and that the covenant is now offered to the Gentiles. This is Jesus' part in the Abrahamic 'covenant: to
bring the blessing of Abraham to the Gentiles.
Do you want everlasting inheritance? You may have
it by coming under the blood of the covenant. Confess
your sins, call on the name of the Lord, ask Him to forgive you, be baptized! Then you will be a party with
God in the covenant of salvation.

CHAPTER

V

The Second Seed of Abraham:
The Church

T

HAT OUR Lord Jesus Christ is the seed and mediator of the Abrahamic covenant for. man's salvation
we studied in our last chapter. The gospel that saves believers had its origin in God's promises made to the faithful man Abraham long ago. (Gal.. 3 :8.) Abraham was
selected of God as being representative of the faithful.
He was a man of great faith in God. It is said of him in
James 2:23, "Abraham believed God, and it was imputed
unto him for righteousness:
and he was called the
Friend of God."
This brings us to our present study. It is this: all persons who believe in God with their whole heart are
called in the Bible the "children of Abraham." This is
made knowri to us in Galatians 3:7: "Know ye therefore
that they which are of faith, the same are the child: en
of Abraham." We all know that true Christians become
true Christians because of their faith, for without faith
it is impossible to please God. We who were sinners are
justified (or made right with God) by faith. (Gal. 3:
24.) Now if we are justified by faith, we are the children
of Abraham or heirs of all the promises God made to
Abraham, the representative of the faithful. These prom·
ises include justification by faith, resurrection from the
dead, eternal life in God's future Kingdom on earth, and
a place in God's city, New Jerusalem, which one day will
"come down from God out of heaven" (Rev. 21 :2).
That all Christians are heirs of these Abrahamic prom-

24

THE ABRAHAMIU PROMISES

ises is taught us by Paul, the great Apostle to the Gentiles,
in Galatians 3 :26-29: "Ye are 8.11 the children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is
neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ J esus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed,
and heirs according to the promise." The reason we are
studying these promises of God is because God's holy
men have told us that by these promises we "may be partakers of the divine nature" (2 Pet. 1:4). If we have become Christians through faith in Christ's power to save
us, then we automatically come under these promises
which assure us that we may have GCJd's very nature at
the appointed time. In other words, this covenant that
God made long ago, even 430 years before the Ten Commandment law, gives the complete record of all the promises God has in His plan for His people. Jesus is mediating that covenant. It is by Jesus' blood of the covenant
that you and I can be saved. It is by our belief in this Heir
of the promises (Gal. 3:19) that we come under the great
promise of everlasting salvation and inheritance. Jesus
confirmed to us these "promises made unto the fathers"
(Rom. 15:8).
The promises God has made are exceedingly great and
very precious. Who among us would not like to be immortal? Who among us would not enjoy perfect health
for a thousand years and much longer Who would not
enjoy seeing children playing safely in the streets during
the thousand-year reign of Christ over this earth? (Zech.
8 :5.) Would you not be happy to see little children able
to play with the poisonous snakes that now kill them?
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(Isa. 11 :6-9.) Would it not be interesting to watch the
lion eat grass instead of flesh? (Isa. 65 :25.) How much
is a clear conscience worth, a conscience clear of all sin?
How much is forgiveness of our many sins worth? And
escape from the penalty for sin - death - what can be
given in exchange for that? Life for eternity-can
it be
priced? Many people think all these promises are just
dreams made up by fanatically religious people. They
think this because they do not have faith that God can
and will do such things. But God, who made the world
and all things therein, is certainly able to raise men from
the dead and give them eternal life. He did this for His
Son Jesus, the Messiah. Now He has given that Son
power to raise us from the dead and give us everlasting
life.
Romans 4 also speaks of the faithful as being the seed
of Abraham, or heirs of these promises God made, which
we call the Abrahamic promises. This is why our church
name is the Church of God of the Faith of Abraham. We
believe that God is able to bring to pass all that He has
promised the faithful of all ages. Notice Romans 4:3:
"Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him
for righteousness;" Now notice verse 8: "Blessed is the
man to whom the Lord will not impute sin." Skip down
to verse 11. Abraham is here called "the father of all
them that believe." He had something all the faithful
have: faith! In. verse 12, we read that all the faithful
"walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham."
The important thing to remember about Abraham is his
faith. By faith he was justified.
Verse 13 gives the second promise made to this father
of the faithful. The first promise was justification by
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faith. The second is stated as being inheritance of the
world. Let us read verse 13: ' "The' promise, that he
'. should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or
to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith." Faith and inheritance of the earth are
twins. We are told to have faith iriCod, that God can
and will do everything He has promised. Jesus promised,
"Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth"
(Matt. 5 :5). The faithful believe that God has promised
them the earth and that God will give it to them when
Jesus returns the second time, without sin' to salvation
(Heb. 9 :28.) It is disheartening to notice that not all
churches teach faith in the right thing today. Many ignore Jesus' promise in Matthew 5 :5, in which He confirmed one of the promises made tothefathers.
Let us come back to Romans 4, written to us who were
once called Gentiles, but now are called the church of the
living God. "If they which are of the law be heirs, faith
is made void, and the promise. made of none effect: because the law worketh wrath: for where ria law is, there
is no transgression. Therefore it lthe promise of the
earth] is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end
the promise might be sure to all the seed, not to that only
which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith
of Abraham; who is the father of us all" (vv. 14-16).
There were some Jews who lived under the law who were
faithful. There are some Gentiles living-now who are
faithful to God. Both these groups are called here the
seed of Abraham and are mentioned as having the "faith
of Abraham," or, the same faith he had, he, who is "the
father of us alL" Abraham believed that God would give
him everlasting life and possession of the earth. That is
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the faith Abraham had. All those who. have this same
faith will receive God's promises. Is this your faith? Let
us not base our faith on implications or suppositions. It
is supposed that the true faith teaches that God said the
faithful would go to heaven at death. This is not what
God said. Having faith in something God did not say is
not having true faith. The true faith is this faith Abraham
had. Our Lord Jesus Christ had the same faith. All the
prophets held this belief. So did the apostles and all the
faithful throughout the New Testament. Their hope was
in Jesus Christ: to redeem them from sin, and to give
them a place of glory in the coming Kingdom Christ
will establish on earth; a literal Kingdom wherein will be
peace and righteousness. This is the Bible hope. All who
believe God can bring this about have the faith, and desire. to share with others this "like precious faith."
In Hebrews 11, the promises God made in Abraham's
time are again mentioned, this gospel by which this list
of faithful will be made perfect. In verse 39 we are told,
"These all, having obtained a good report through faith,
received not the promise." Our question is, which promise did they not receive? We know they received the first
promise, justification by faith, for God counted them
worthy. The promise they have not received is the promise concerning an everlasting home, or everlasting inheritance in the earth.
God's plan is one of time and not space. Rather than go
off in distance, we shall be rewarded in 'rime-at the proper time. Jesus brought this out when He spoke of reward
"in the world to come" (Mark 10:30). Peter spoke of it
when he spoke of our looking for "new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Pet. 3 :13).
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Jesus taught "the gospel of the kingdom of God" (Mark
1:14). When this great and everlasting Kingdom comes,
then all the promises God made in Abraham's day will
come to pass. The ever-present thought for you and me
to consider is, "Will I be there?"

CHAPTER

VI

The Remnant of Israel:
Seed of Abraham

W

E have seen that Christ is the chief seed of the
Abrahamic promises. We have also seen that the
church Jesus is building comes under these same promises made to Abraham. The Bible speaks of yet another
seed of Abraham - a seed that shall have salvation and
eternal inheritance. We speak of the faithful remnant of
Israel, God's first-chosen people. Paul said, "Israel shall
be saved" (Rom. 11 :26).
Israel's choosing was after this manner. Long ago, God,
from all the men on earth, chose one man - faithful
Abraham-to
be the man to whom the everlasting covenant was to be given. Abraham was a descendant of
Shem, Noah's righteous son. Israel came out of Abraham.
Abraham begat a son named Isaac. Isaac begat a son
named Jacob. These three: Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
to whom the promises were made (Heb. 11:9), will sit
down in the Kingdom of God. "There shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth," said Jesus, "when ye shall see
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in
the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrust out"
(Luke 13:28).
It was this Jacob who was father of the twelve tribes
of Israel. God changed Jacob's name to Israel, as is recorded in Genesis 32:28. "Thy name shall be called no
more Jacob, but Israel [which means: 'a prince of God']:
for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men,
and hast prevailed." So it came to pass that a fleshly seed
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· was raised up to Abraham, a nation that became as many
as the sands of the sea for ~ultitude. The nation of Israel
was numbered in the millions during the time of the wilderness wanderings and in the time of the judges and
kings of Israel.
So much for the history of the nation of Israel, Abraham's seed according to the flesh. It is enough for us to
know three things about Israel. 1) God called her "my
people the children of Israel" (Ex. 3:10). 2) God chose
her, as Paul said one day in a sermon, "Men of Israel,
and ye that fear God, give audience. The God of this
people of· Israel chose our fathers" (Acts 13:16, 17).
3) God sent Christ to be ruler of Israel, as Matthew 2:6
states: "Thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not
the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall
tome a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel." This
last, of course, is future.
, Now this choosing of Israel to be God's people, was it
in vain? Has God cast off His people that He foreknew?
Is the nation of Israel a failure in God's plan? Most people think she was, especially since it was Israel that killed
God's own Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Many of the people of Israel Were wicked, and turned from God at every
opportunity; Yet God's over-all plan for Israel is eternal,
as Paul records in Romans 11. This holy writer explains
in verses 25 through 29 that "blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come
in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There
shall. come out of Sian the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob: .for this is my covenant unto
them, when I shall take away their sins. As concerning
the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes : but as touch-
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ing the election.. they are beloved for the fathers' sakes.
For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance."
The main part of Israel today is blind to Christ. Romarts 11:5 states, "Even so then at this present time also
there is a remnant according to the election of grace." A
remnant, or a few, of the Jews today are faithful to God
and look for the Messiah. Their eyes are blinded to the
fact that Jesus is the Messiah. They will remain blind until the "fulness of the Gentiles be come in," or, until the
church is completed. 'Then, the Deliverer Jesus Christ
shall open their eyes when He comes out of Zion and they.
shall see and be saved.
God's message for us here in Romans 11 is that Israel
shall be saved. When Paul says "all Israel shall be saved,"
he' is speaking of remnants from all twelve tribes, not of
all ..individuals; for Israel's sinners shall be destroyed.
(Amos 9:10.)
We see, then, the first promise God made to Israel in
the covenant of God, the Abrahamic covenant, was salvation. It is stated, "I will be their God, and they shall be
my people" (Ezek. 37:27; Gen. 17:7, 8). The covenant
includes eternal inheritance for Israel as well. Study of
the promises reveals that two different inheritances are
promised two different seeds of Abraham. We have noticed that to the church, Abraham's children by faith, is
promised all the earth for an everlasting possession. Jesus
said, "The meek shall inherit the earth." This covenant
and its duration are recorded in Romans 4:13 and Genesis
13:14, 15. But as we study the covenant made in Abraham's~ day, we notice another inheritance for another
people.
This is set forth in Genesis 17 :7, 8. Here we notice that
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the land of Canaan is to be the everlasting possession of
some of Abraham's seed, even the faithful of Israel. God
said to Abraham, "I will establish my covenant between
me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations
for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger,
all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and
I will be their God." This is a different inheritance from
the one promised the church. It is also recorded in Genesis
15:18. God is going to give Israel all the land "from the
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates."
Now you say that has already been fulfilled. Israel received Canaan under Joshua. Let us answer this question
then: was that inheritance everlasting, as this covenant
promises? No, Israel's enemies soon overran her land of
Canaan and for centuries she was cast out. Yet God promised Canaan to Israel forever. When Jesus returns, and
Israel repents, Israel shall be given Canaan for an everlasting possession. The record of their future inheritance,
lot by lot, is declared in the last two chapters of Ezekiel.
It is a different inheritance from the one they had long
years ago. The description of Israel's eternal possession
begins in Ezekiel 47: l3 and ends in Ezekiel 48 :29. The
boundaries in Canaan are given and the tribes are listed
in order. Jesus said the twelve apostles will reign over
these twelve tribes of Israel in the regeneration. (Matt.
19:28.)
Naturally a great change must take place in the na'tion of Israel before such a blessing can be given her.
Israel as a nation must turn to God and to Christ. Incredible as it may seem, that is exactly what God has
foretold! When the Israelites see Christ coming in power
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and glory they shall understand and repent. (Zech. 12:
10, and chapter 13.) Paul said that God "will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of
Judah" (Heb. 8 :8).
Besides her salvation and her inheritance of the land
of Canaan forever, Israel's spiritual rebirth will have an
astounding effect upon the world. God has revealed :1
future world revival in Romans 11:12 and 15. He said
through Paul, "If the fall of them be the riches of the
world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the
Gentiles; how much more their fulness? ... If the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what
shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?"
When God receives Israel, the whole world will be blessed.
This will take place when the nations that are left from
the battle of Armageddon
go up to Jerusalem, where
Ch;ist .shall be, to worship the Lord. These prophecies
are found in Revelation 16:14-16; Zechariah 14:16; and
Isaiah 2 :2-4.
In Christ's thousand-year reign over all the earth, not
only will Abraham's seed, the church, be kings and
priests to the nations of earth, but Abraham's seed, the
saved people of Israel, shall also be missionaries to these
nations. (Zech. 8 :23.) Thus will all the seed of Abraham

- Christ, the church, and lsrael- work toget.her during
Christ's reign on earth to bring about universal righteousness, peace, and worship of God. Then, peace shall
come to earth and there shall be no more war. (Isa.2:4.)
Then, righteousness shall permeate all the earth, and the
glory of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover
the sea. (Isa.ll :9.) .

CHAPTER VII

Resurrection in
The Abrahamic Promises
HERE is a question that mankind has been asking
since the foundation of the world. "If a man die,
shall he live again?" We know it is appointed "unto men
once to die." Death is an appointment awaiting all of us.
Yet, Jesus promised eternal life to all who would be
faithful. He said this life would be given "in the world
to come" (Mark 10:30).
Resurrection from the dead is the great Bible doctrine
that gives hope to dying man. Resurrection is one of the
great parts of the promises God made to Abraham and
the faithful long ago. Jesus has confirmed this promise
to us. (Rom. 15:8.) Resurrection is part of the gospel of
salvation.
Let us first examine Hebrews 11:17-19. "By faith
Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he
that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed
be called: accounting that God was able to raise him up,
even from the dead; from whence also he received him
in a figure." Abraham was a man who believed God.
After Abraham was too old to hear children, God told
him he would have a son. Abraham believed this. In the
process of time, Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah.
This was a miracle. It demonstrated the mighty power
God has over all things. It was because of this miraculous
birth of Isaac that Abraham was willing to offer his son
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on the altar at God's command. To try Abraham's faith,
God asked him to sacrifice his only begotten son Isaac.
Abraham did as God asked, because he believed that God
would raise Isaac from the dead. Abraham had received
his son from a dead condition in his own body, and he
fully believed that God also had power to bring a dead
person back to life. Thus, resurrection became one of the
God-given promises to Abraham.
There is another reason for Abraham's belief in resurrection. It lies in one of the other promises God made
Abraham, who is our father in the faith. (Gal. 3:7.) We
speak of the promise God made him of everlasting inheritance in the land. The martyr Stephen said that although God promised him the land forever he never received .the promise. (Acts 7:5.) We are told that all of
the Old Testament worthies "died in faith, not having
received the promises" (Heb, 11:13). But God-is faithful, and at the proper time, will resurrect these faithful,
with those who have been faithful since, so they may
have eternal life and all blessings He has promised!
Jesus also showed resurrection to be the intermediate
step between death and eternal life. He said, "Marvel not
at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and
they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation" (John 5 :28, 29). The resurrection hour is coming.
It has not come yet, but it is coming. At that time the
dead will hear Christ's voice, and shall come forth from
the grave. Paul explains when the dead will hear Christ's
voice. He said, "The Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout ...
and the dead· in Christ shall
.
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rise first" (1 Thess. 4: 16). So the resurrection will take
place at Christ's coming.
Paul, like Jesus, echoes the Bible teaching that resurrection is the way out of death to eternal life. He said in
the famous resurrection chapter, "The trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible"
(1
Cor. 15:22). Immortality, then, will. occur at resurrection,
and not before. Immortality will come through Christ at
the resurrection from the dead.
A question many ask is, "In the resurrection, will we
know each other? Will we look like we do now?" John
said, "It doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him"
(1 John 3:2), We do not know now what resurrected people will be like, but we can know that we will be like
Jesus. Jesus now is "flesh and bone" according to His own
words in Luke 24:39. After His resurrection He appeared
to the apostles and told them, "Behold my hands and my
feet, that it is I myself: handle me and see; for a spirit
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have." We, too,
then, shall have flesh and bones after resurrection. Inspired Paul informed us that we shall have a glorious
body. (Phil. 3 :20, 21.) He said we look for Jesus to come
from heaven to "change our vile body, that it may be
fashioned like unto his glorious body." The resurrection
body is the "spiritual body" spoken of in 1 Corinthians
15:44. Paul said, "There is a natural body, and there is a
spiritual body." He explained that Christians will be
raised with a spiritual body. He said that there are two
natures: a heavenly nature and an earthly nature. Resurrection is the event that must take place to free the dead
from death and make them alive eternally, and this
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through Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It was Jesus who
said, "This is the will of him. that sent me, that every
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have
everlasting life: and 1 will raise him up at the last day"
(John 6:40).
Unfortunately, not all the dead will be raised in that'
first resurrection which will occur at Jesus' coming. The
promise of eternal life at the first resurrection is given
only to those who believe in the Son. Jesus also spoke of
"the resurrection of damnation." Paul taught "there shall
be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust"
(Acts 24:15). The resurrection of the unjust will be to
damnation, said Jesus. Those who do not believe the gospel and are not baptized shall be damned.
The great white throne judgment scene is described
in Revelation 20:11-15. It reads like this, "I saw a great
white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found
no place for them. And 1 saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and
the dead were judged out of those things which were
written in the books, according to their works. And the
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and
hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they
were judged every man according to their works. And
death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death. And whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire."
Whoever does not have his name in Christ's Book of
Life will be condemned, and cast into the lake of fire,
which is the second death. This is God's plan for ridding
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His Kingdom of undesirable characters. It certainly will
be an effective way of doing so. How awful if we are included in the list of the damned!
The promise to believers in Christ is found in Revelation 20:6: "Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years." What a better
end there will be for the righteous than for the wicked!
It certainly will pay to be found righteous at the judgment day. Giving up all this world's possessions is a very
little price to pay for life in the world to come. What
profit is it to gain the whole world temporarily and then
be lost eternally?
If we are Christ's, then we are Abraham's seed, and
heirs of the promise of resurrection from the dead. (Gal.
3 :29.) There is no other way to be made alive forever.
God has said it. Christ has confirmed it. Do you believe
it? Is resurrection your hope, as it was Abraham's?

CHAPTER VIII

The City Abraham Looked For:
The New Jerusalem
FTHERE ever was a man without a country, that
man was Abraham. It says of 'him in Hebrews 11:10,
"He looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God." Abraham was a nomadic
herdsman, always moving about; yet, he looked for a
city, or had faith that God would build a city with foundations in which he could dwell.
Although Abraham and the rest of the faithful had
the promise of eternal life and inheritance in the earth
forever, they did not receive that promise, but died in
faith. So, they were "strangers and pilgrims on the earth."
Let us read Hebrews 11:13-16. "These all died in faith,
not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them,
and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly
that they seek a country. And truly, if they had been
mindful of that country from whence they came out,
they might have had opportunity to have returned. But
now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God:
for he hath prepared for them a city."
Abraham and the faithful were seeking a country.
They had no country. They renounced the wickedness of
the world and sought the righteousness of God. They
were seeking a country to come. They left their country,
desiring a better one; that is, a heavenly country. Because
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they looked for a city built of God, and a country that
would be heavenly; they actually were strangers and pilgrims on earth. This heavenly country is explained in
2 Peter 3:13 as being a "new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness." It is explained in Hebrews 11:8-10 as being "the land of promise." Jesus called
.it the Kingdom of heaven, or Kingdom of God. When
this heavenly Kingdom is established on earth by our
Lord Jesus Christ at His coming, Abraham and all the
faithful will no longer be strangers and pilgrims on earth,
but shall be inheritors of the new earth forever. We, being heirs of the promises by virtue of being in Christ
(Gal. 3 :29), are interested in this country and city that
God has prepared for them that love Him. The city for
which Abraham looked is the same for which we long.
We noticed that Hebrews 11:10 said that "Abraham
looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God." Notice then that in Hebrews 11:16
we are told that "he [God] hath prepared for them a
city." This promise of a city to come applies to all saints
of all time. In Hebrews 12 :22 we are invited to "the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem." Hebrews 13:
14 concludes Paul's revelation of the coming city by saying, "Here have we no continuing city, but we seek one
to come." All the cities of this world shall pass away,
but there is a city coming that shall be the eternal city.
It is plain, therefore, that God has prepared a wonderful city. that will come in the future, in which all the
righteous can find a dwelling place. Perhaps Jesus alluded to this city when He said, "In my Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare
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a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also" (John 14:
2, 3). By the Father's "house," Jesus primarily meant the
church, as is revealed in 1 Timothy 3 :15, where Paul
speaks of "the house of God" as being "the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." But as
we said before, there may also be an allusion to the new
Jerusalem here.
Continuing our study of the city Abraham looked for,
we come to Revelation 3:12, the word of our Lord Jesus
Christ. "Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out: and I
will write upon him the name of my God, and the name
of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which
cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will
write upon him my new name." The overcomer will not
only be a pillar in the Kingdom, but also will have written upon him three names: the name of God, the name
"new Jerusalem," God's city, and the new name of Christ,
which will be "King of Kings," according to Revelation 19:16.
Galatians 4 :22-31 gives an interesting allegory concerning the two covenants, one of these covenants being the
one made on Mount Sinai. In the allegory, this covenant
is likened to Hagar, Sarah's handmaid, the mother of
Ishmael. The other covenant is likened to Sarah and her
seed, which seed we are, for verse 28 says, "Now, we,
brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of ,promise." The
interesting thing about this allegory is that the old law
is compared to "Jerusalem which now is," and is in
bondage with her children, while the new covenant,
under which Christians come, is likened to "Jerusalem

:
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.which is above," which is .free, and the' mother of us all.
Will there, be one day a city of God that will come
down out of heaven from God? The Bible says that such
'a city will come. This is recorded in Revelation 21. John
begins his message by saying that he saw a new heaven
'and a new earth. This agrees with what Peter said about
.our looking for a new heaven and a new earth wherein
.dwelleth righteousness. After John saw the new age in
existence after the thousand years were finished, he saw
something else. Let us read verse 2, 3, and 4. "I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God .out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying,
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God
himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and, there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying.vneither
shall there be any .more pain: for the former things are
passed away."
, Here we learn several things. 1) The holy city, new
Jerusalem, shall come down from God out of heaven
after the thousand-year reign of Christ. 2) Then, God
Him~elf willbe with men, and be their God, for this
city, it seems, will be His dwelling place. 3) Then there
shall be no more death, for that last enemy .shall have
been destroyed. All wickedness will have' been overthrown, and only those who' are righteous shail live on
into God's e,ternity.,
'
What a wonderful Kingdom this will be! The capital
city of the "heavenly" country on earth will be new Jeru-,
salem! Its' be~uty and purpose are described in the verses

THE NEW JERUSALEM

43

following in Revelation 21. The city will be holy. It will
be new. It will be the dwelling place of the Lamb's wife,
whose names are written in the Book of Life, who have
the right to enter into that city. It will have the glory of
God in it. The wall shall be transparent jasper, while the
city itself shall be "pure gold." The city shall be foursquare, the measurements indicating it may be 375 miles
long on each of its four sides, with the wall being 216
feet high. The. twelve foundations shall be made of great
jewels, while the twelve .gatcs will be twelve huge pearls.
The nations which ate saved shall walk in the light of
it. Can you picture such a city in your mind, a city built
of gold, precious gems, and huge pearls, out of which
the glory of God shall shine to lighten the whole world?
This is the city Abraham looked for. In it he will find
lodging. There, also, shall be found all who have come
under the Abrahamic covenant by the blood of Christ,
the righteous of all generations, called the Lamb's wife.
The picture is also given in Isaiah 24 :23, "Then the moon
shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the
Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients gloriously." At that time,
the sun's brightness shall seem as but a dim flashlight in
the light of the glory of God. The prophecy is, "The
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord" (Num.
14 :21). This shall come to pass when the city of God, new
Jerusalem, comes down from God out of heaven.
Is this the city you look for, like Abraham ?, Woe be
to the person who adds to or takes away from the book
of this prophecy, for "God shall take away his part out
of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this book" (Rev. 22:19).
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Make this city your hope. Leave the cities of the world
out of your serious thinking. They will pass away, but
the city of God will be eternal. Seek to live in it then
by following Christ now. New Jerusalem is one of the
promises God made to the faithful in the Abrahamic covenant. Be baptized into Christ and this promise can be
yours.

1

CHAPTER

IX

The Davidic Covenant

T

HE GOD of heaven has authorized His Son Jesus to
be the King of the earth when He comes again. Jesus,
in turn, has authorized His people to reign with Him a
thousand years upon the earth. The basis for Jesus' right
to rule is the Davidic covenant, a covenant God gave to
David almost three thousand years ago.
We are 'vitally interested in the Davidic covenant because one of .the Bible promises is, "If we suffer, we shall
also reign with him" (2 Tim. 2:12). Again the promise
is recorded, "We shall reign on the earth" (Rev. 5: 10).
As with all of the great covenants, promises, and doctrines of the Bible which concern our eternal welfare,
there is the truth, and there is the counterfeit, the false.
Let us see what the Bible says about God's everlasting
promise to David and David's seed.
In Second Samuel 7 :12-16 God said to David, "When
thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed
out of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He
shall build an house for my name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father,
and he shall be my son. ; .. And thine house and thy
kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy
throne shall be established for .ever;"
This everlasting, unconditional
covenant that God
made with David emphasizes five great points, and they
all pertain to Jesus Christ, David's son. The five points are
these: David's seed, the seed's kingdom, the seed's house,
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the seed's throne, and the father-son relationship between
David's ·seed and Almighty God.
God once had a kingdom in the earth. It was called
"the kingdom of the Lord over Israel." At the end of
David's life, David said to his people, "Of all my sons,
(for the Lord hath given me many sons.) he hath chosen
Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom
of the Lord over Israel" (1 Chron. 28:5). In other words,
God had chosen Solomon to sit on God's throne on earth.
This is so stated in 1 Chronicles 29 :23, "Then Solomon
sat on the throne of the Lord as king instead of David
his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed him."
Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord.
Now let us notice that God has two thrones: the throne
on which He rules, which is in heaven, and a throne on
the earth. Solomon sat on that earthly throne of God.
That is the throne which is promised to Christ. Jesus distinguished between the two thrones of God when He
said, "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set
down with my Father in his throne" (Rev. 3:21).
This covenant that Jesus will one day occupy David's
throne, or God's throne on the earth, is as sure as day and
night. It is recorded in Jeremiah 33 :20, 21: "Thus saith
the Lord; If ye can break my covenant of the day, and
my covenant of the night, and that there should not be
day and night in their season; then may also my covenant
be broken with David my servant, that he should not
have a son to reign upon his throne." A son of David
is to occupy God's throne on earth in the days of the Mil"
lennium and on into eternity. This will be our Saviour
Jesus Christ.
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There is no throne of God on earth today. God discontinued it for a time because Solomon's descendants were
so sinful. This is recorded in Ezekiel 21 :25-27, "Thou,
profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day is come, when
iniquity shall have an end, thus saith the Lord God;
Remove the diadem, and take off the crown: this shall
not be the same: exalt him that is low, and abase him
that is high. I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and
it shall be no more, until he come whose right it is; and
I will give it him." Here, when God removed the throne
from Israel's wicked king, is the promise that that throne
and kingdom would be no more until the One came
whose right it was to take that throne and kingdom, and
then God would give it to Him.
It is significant that the major message the angel Gabriel delivered to the virgin Mary was the message that
her Son-to-be would be the Seed of David who would
inherit the throne of David.
Gabriel told Mary two things: that she should call her
child "Jesus" and that her child would be given the
throne of David and would rule Israel forever. The angel
said, "Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with
God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name. Jesus. He shall
be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and
the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for
ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end."
Notice that four of the five points in the Davidic
covenant are mentioned here: David's seed, Jesus Christ;
His kingdom; His throne; and the father-son relationship between Jesus and God. The only part not mentioned
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is the seed's house which was to be built. This refers to
the church and is mentioned all through the New Testament. So Jesus Christ fulfills all the requirements of the
Davidic covenant and it is His right to take the throne
of David as His throne when He comes again.
Twice Jesus mentioned the time when He would take
this throne of God on earth. Once was in Matthew 25:
31, when He said, "When the Son of man shall come, in
his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall
he sit upon the throne of his glory." When the Son of
man shall come, then shall he sit upon the throne. The
second time was in Matthew 19:28, when Jesus said, "In
the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones,
judging the twelve tribes of Israel." He was speaking to
the faithful apostles of that day. This "regeneration" is
the day for which we look, friends. Christ's day will begin
when man's day ends.
The reign of Christ on earth is not limited to Israel
alone! David himself recorded in Psalm 72 that "all kings
shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him."
David also said that Jesus "shall have dominion ... from
sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth."
So Jesus shall be King of the earth, and shall sit upon
God's throne on the earth. His right to rule was prepared
long ago by His Father in the Davidic covenant. Now
:He has promised His own that they shall rule with Him
on the earth in God's Kingdom. Since He has the right
to rule, He can delegate authority to others also.
The Bible promise is, "Do ye not know that the saints
shall judge the world?" (1 Cor. 6:2). If the saints shall
judge the world under Christ in the age soon to come,
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. why should we be alarmed at the unrest and tr:oubles
in this world: Friends, this world is going to destroy
itself. God has foreseen it. No power on earth can stop
it. The people of the earth have departed from God.
There are only a handful of God's people left, and
very few of them are in power in the governments of
this world. The- powers of the world are gathering for
the last great battle. We do not know when it will come.
The only way that the end of the world could be prolonged would be for earth's people to turn to God, but
this they will not do.
Because sin reigns, God's judgment must come. This
world must pass away. The Kingdom of God must come.
Jesus Christ shall straighten all things out. If we put our
trust in Him today, we shall rule the earth with Him
tomorrow. Put no trust in man. Our trust must be in
G~ and in His Son Jesus. There is no fear for the Christian, for he knows what his Lord has promised him-the
right to rule the earth with his Lord when his Lord returns.

CHAPTER X

The· Davidic Covenant Fulfilled:
Christ's Reign on Earth

G

OD has never said a meaningless word. His words
are positive, true, and sure. Whenever we read a
"thus saith the Lord" in the Bible, we know it shall corne
to pass. There is such a "thus saith the Lord" in Jeremiah
33 :20, 21, concerning the everlasting covenant God made
with David. "Thus saith the Lord; If ye can break my
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and
that there should not be day and night in their season;
then may also my covenant be broken with David my
servant, that he should not have a son to reign upon his
throne." God says here that His covenant with David is
just as sure as day following night and night following
day. If we can change day and night, then we can change
God's covenantwith
David. That is how sure this covenant is.
The Davidic covenant is first found in 2 Samuel 7 and
1 Chronicles 17. As we mentioned in the former chapter,
the Davidic covenant contains five great items of God's
eternal plan: David's seed, our Lord Jesus Christ; the
seed's kingdom; the seed's house; the seed's throne; and
the father-son relationship between David's seed and Almighty God. Peter definitely states in Acts 2 :29, 30 that
Christ is the One that God has raised up to sit on David's throne. The one-thousand-year reign of Christ on
earth will begin to fulfill the everlasting covenant God
made with David.
This thousand-year reign of Christ i~ announced in
Revelation 20:6. "Blessed and holy," John said, "is he
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that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand
years."
The reign of Christ was foretold by the Prophet Isaiah.
Seven hundred years before Jesus was born, he predicted
these things. "Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall. be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment
and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal
of the Lord of 'hosts will perform this." Here God has
said that His Son, the Prince of Peace, will someday sit
on David's throne and "the government shall be upon
his shoulder." The government of what? The government of the earth. This is brought forth in Revelation
where we are told that Jesus shall be called at His coming, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
It seems preposterous to the people of earth today to
suppose that a man shall come from outer space to overturn the governments of earth. We are so used to man's
rule it is difficult to grasp such a great change as Christ
will institute. It is very possible that some who are reading
this chapter do not believe that Christ shall come and
reign over the earth. Be that as it may, there is no doubt
in the mind of the student of God's Word that such a
change shall take place, and that very soon. All the signs
in the earth point to the soon coming of Christ: the
white-colored ,tension, the evil that blankets the earth,
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the animosity among nations, the wars and rumors of
wars all over the face of the globe, the famines, pestilences, and earthquakes that are now seen in every place,
the State of Israel now established again as prophesied, the
nations lining up as the Bible says they shall at the end
of the world. All of these things show conclusively that
the reign of sin and death is about to draw to a close, and
Christ will usher in a new era, an age of peace and righteousness, an age when God's Kingdom shall supplant
men's kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.
There are five points we wish to bring to your attention
in God's Word about the reign of Christ: 1) Christ shall
fight earth's kings and conquer them, 2) He shall reign
in the midst of His enemies, 3) the scope of His Kingship
shall be universal, 4) the extent of His dominion shall
he world-wide, 5) the results of His reign shall be peace
and righteousness forever.
Revelation 19:11-21 pictures our Lord Jesus Christ coming as a conquering king. The account of the battle between Christ and the kings of the earth is given in verse
19. "I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their
armies; gathered together to make war against him that
sat on the horse, and against his army." The account
gives the outcome of that great battle: Christ shall conquer the armies of man .and shall be called "King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords."
That Jesus shall reign in the midst of His enemies is
so stated \'y the Prophet David in Psalm 110:2. This
places His rule upon earth, as does also Jeremiah 23 :5, 6.
That prophet foretold, "Behold, the days come, saith the
Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch,
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
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judgment and justice in the earth." The Bible does not
support the thought that Jesus' reign will be elsewhere
than on the earth. He shall reign over earth on earth.
The scope of Jesus' Kingship shall be of universal magnitude. Everyking on earth will bow before Him and be
subject to Him .. David wrote, "Yea, all kings shall fall
down before him: all nations shall serve him" (Psa.

72:11):

..

The extent 6£ Jesus' dominion is given also by the
prophets. "He shall have dominion also from sea to sea,
and from tile river unto the ends of the earth" (Psa. 72:
8; Zech. 9:10). As the waters cover the sea shall His Kingdom cover the earth.
Then, sin and' death will give place to righteousness
and life. Notice' what the Messianic prophet said, "He
shall judge amqng the nations, and shall rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift
up sword .against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more" (Isa . .2:4). We understand that this verse is
chiseled on the .cornerstone of the United Nations building in New York. The aim is a good one - peace on
earth. Yet God's Word expressly says that there shall be
no peace on earth until God's Prince of Peace shall come.
Then the wild animals will lie down with the tame ones;
Then the little children shall play with snakes that now
are poisonous, but then shall be non-poisonous. Then
shall the lion eat straw like the ox, and the tongue' of the
dumb shall sing forth the praises of God. (Isa. 11:6-9;
65:25; 35:5, 6.) So it is that all good Christians look forward to Christ's
coming reign over' earth. Today we are urged to depart
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from sin and live a life of purity and of righteousness.
This Kingdom to come is our desire. It will follow up
the conversion that has taken place in this age. Those
who are converted to Christ now shall rule with Christ
in that age. Those who do not know of God today shall
be taught of Christ then. The wicked shall be destroyed,
for Christ shall reign until He has put all enemies under
His feet. The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
Then He shall present the conquered kingdoms of man
to God, that His Father, Almighty God, may be all in
all. (1 Cor. 15:23-28.) Thus, Christ shall fulfill the covenant that God made long ago, the Davidic covenant.
If we would enjoy the coming age, God's word of exhortation is plain, yet simple. He has said, "Repent and
be converted." In another place we are told to forsake
the things of this world, for they shall pass away. Will
you do that, my friend? Will you give up this world and
all its sin to please God and His Son? It is a reasonable
thing they ask of us.
.
Jesus said we must be born again in order to inherit
the Kingdom of God. Have you been born of water and
begotten of the Spirit that you may have the full birth
to immortality in a spiritual body when Jesus comes? If
you have not yet repented and been baptized, do so soon,
for the time is short. If you have been baptized, grow in
grace and in the knowledge of Christ. Jesus will soon
come and give life to those who believe in Him and follow His teachings.
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FIVE MAJOR PARTS OF THE UNCONDITIONAL
DAVIDIC COVENANT
Notice each concerns "the Seed" of David, Jesus Christ
The Covenant: 2 Sam. 7:12-16; 1 Chron. 17:11-14
I Will Set Up Thy Seed After Thee
Ma tt. 1: 1 Jesus the Seed
John 7: 42 Common' knowledge among Jews
Rev. 22:] 6 .Jesus said He was the root of David
Isa. 11: 1 Twenty times Jesus is called David's seed. Jesus fulfills
this
He Shall Build an Rouse for My Name
Matt. 16: 16-18 I will build. the church
1 Tim. 3: 15 The house of God is the church
John 14 :1-3 In God's house (church) there is room for all who
will come. Jesus is building this house today.
Twelve places this house is called after God's name: 1 Cor. 1: 1, 2;
1 Thess. 2:14;1
Cor. 10:32; Eph. 3:14,15.
Jesus is fulfilling
this
I Will Establish the Throne of His Kingdom Forever
Luke 1: 32, 33 The Son of David shall reign over 'the house of
Israel forever
Luke 19: 12 Ascended to receive a kingdom and to return. Dan.
7:13,14

When shall He take the throne I Matt. 19 :28; 25 :31
Jesus has the right to the throne (Ezek. 21 :27), and will return
as King
I Will Be His Father and He Shall Be My Son
Acts 13: 33 This refers to .Jesus
Psa. 2: 12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry
Matt. 3:17 God claimed Jesus as Son
Ma tt. 16: 16 Peter's famous testimony
Ninety-two times Jesus is called Son of God. Jesus fulfills this
I Will Settle Him in Mine House and in My Kingdom Forever
Eph. 1: 22, 23 Head of the church
Eph. 2: 20 Christ the cornerstone
Isa. 9: 7 Christ's government and peace to increase in the day of
His throne and Kingdom. The zealof God will bring this to pn~
2 Pet. 1:11
Christ's Kingdom will last. forever. Jesus fulfills th
first half of this promise today, and shall fulfill the last 110II'
during His everlasting Kingship under God over the nl'LIi
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CONCLUSIONS CONCERNING THE DAVIDIC COVENANT
1. The Davidic throne has been established forever. 2 Sam. 7: 11-16;
Luke 1: 32, 33
2. This covenant is as sure as day and night.

J er. 33: 15-21

3. The Davidie throne is God's throne on earth.

1 Chron. 28: 5;

29:23

4. This throne was overturned in .187 B,C. because of the wickedness of Israel, after being in existence about 400 years. Ezek.
21:27

5. It is not to be given to any man until Christ comes the second
time. It is His "right" to receive the Davidic throne. Ezek.
21: 27; Luke 1 :32, 33
6. Christ, David's son, was. promised the throne of David over Israel forever by His Father, God. Luke 1: 32, 33; Acts ~: 30, 31.
He was born to be King of the Jews forever
7. On David's throne Christ will also be King of all kings. Rev.
17:14; Dan. 7:14; Rev. 19:16; Psa. 2:8; 72:8·11; Dan. 2:35·44
8. But Christ shall not be given the throne until He comes again.
Matt. 25:31; 2 Tim. 4:1
9. The twelve apostles have been promised twelve thrones over Israel when Christ takes His throne. Matt. 19:28; Luke 22:29, 30
10. Those faithful to Christ shall also ,be given thrones when Christ
reigns. Rev. 20:4, 6; 5:9,10;
2:26,27;
2 Tim. 2:12
11. Christ and His saints shall reign one thousand years; until
enemies are overcome. Rev. 20; 1 Cor. 15: 24, 25

all

12. After

the final judgment, Christ will deliver to His Father a
perfect Kingdom, and God Himself shall be with men on earth.
1 Cor. 15:24,26;
Rev. 21:3

,13. Christ and His people shall reign forever under God. Luke 1: 33;
2 Pet. 1: 11; Dan. 7: 18
14. The Kingdom of God, full of righteousness and peace, shall rule
forever over the new earth. 2 Pet. 3: 13; Dan. 7: 27; Rev. 11: Iii

R~titution Herald
Oregon, Illinois 61061

Printed in U.S.A.

