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Finding God's Truth
One of the most important, and almost universally
misunderstood, truths of God is that of the mortality of
man. By the mortality of man we mean that man is a
creature subject to the complete ravages of death, that he
is under the condemnation of death because of sin, and that
he has no hope for sustained life short of the coming of
Jesus and resurrection from the dead.
Remember, Jesus, in his prayer to God recorded in John
17, said, "Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth" (Vs. 17). And in John 8:32, he said, "Ye shell know

the truth, and the truth shaDmake you free."
We must know God's truth--His Word--to be made free
from sin and the ultimate scourge of endless death. No
amount of substitution by man can bring about a promise
f redemption. To repeat, we must know God's truth to be
made free from sin and the ultimate scourge of endless
lath.
Let us, then, delve into God's Word to see what He has
to ay about you and me in our present condition.
)no of the scriptures basic to an understanding of this
III i t is Genesis 2:7, which shows that man is a created
(1111. Notice that the combination of dust and the breath of
II
mprises a soul. In other words, man does not have
nul; man is a soul. Now the text: "The Lord God
(

J

I man of the dust of the ground, and breathedinto
strils the breath of life; and man became a living
11/" Study this text carefully, for once you have mastered

111I

1U
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it, many other scriptures puzzling to thousands fall logically
into place.
Man, then, is a soul--a living soul. Take the breath of life
from him and he becomes a dead soul. Perhaps you have
been taught from infancy that the soul cannot die. Listen
to God's Word. "The soul that sinneth, it shaD die" (Ezek.
18:4,20). This simply means that the person who sins shall
die.
We often speak of the soul as being the person, even
though theologians try to change our common sense on the
matter. We hear of a ship being ripped to pieces by a
raging sea and all souls aboard being lost, and immediately
we know that the souls lost were people and not something
within the people.
Joshua 10 records several wars Joshua and Israel fought
against their enemies and six times a statement similar t
this is made: "Josbus took Mskkedsb, and smote it with

the edge of the sword, and the king thereof he utter}
destroyed, them, and aD the souls that were therein; he L I
none remain." Joshua 11:11 shows Joshua's defeat of Hazor:
"They smote sll the souls that were therein with the ed.
of the sword, utterly destroying them: there was not left all
to breathe."
Do you see from these texts how the word "people" coull
be used in the place of the word "soul" without doin
violence to the thought expressed?
Everybody wants to know what happens at death. Will
we really continue to live, as so many teach? If we hi
been righteous during life, will we actually go to heav II I
I with God and His Son? And if we have been wi
lurin
life, will God condemn us to an eternity
n I ribable sutTering in a fire that cannot be quen ," I
j
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Let us say at the outset 'that there are a number of
scriptures that seem, without thorough investigation, to lend
support to these beliefs.
Though most people of the world have been instructed to
believe the righteous go to heaven at death, the Bible gives
no such hope. Scripture shows plainly from Genesis to
Revelation that the return of Jesus to the earth and
resurrection from the dead is the only hope open to man.
The curse of death cannot produce a real hope for life. Life
and death are opposites, as are light and darkness; they
cannot go together.
Again, let us see what Holy Scripture has to say
concerning the subject. Remember, first, God's solemn
warning to Adam: "Of the tree of the knowledge of good

and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou
eetest thereof thou shalt surely die" (Gen. 2:17). Along came
the wily serpent with the statement to Eve, "Ye shaD not
surely die" (Gen. 3:4). Actually, that's the same question we
have before us today: do we die, or don't we die? God says
we do; the devil says we don't. Whom do you believe?
Some say death is simply a separation from God. Notice,
h wever, God's definition of death to Adam: "In the sweat
of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the
I
It1

und; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art,
unto dust shalt thou return" (Gen. 3:19). It was after

II, ·jng this curse upon Adam that God cast man from the
I I I n of Eden, "Iest he put forth his hand, and take also
I I III
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever" (Gen. 3:22).
II II when separation from God came into effect, yet the
I III sontence was not withdrawn. To make sure man
I lid n t continue to live forever, God "placed at the east
III

arden of Eden Cberubims, and a flaming sword
3
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which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of
life" (Vs. 24).
Let me pose this question for you: If man possessed an
immortal soul from the very beginning of his creation, what
was the necessity of a sacrifice on the part of Jesus? It
appears to, us that the death of Jesus was a waste of
human life if man already could go to his Maker at death!
Genesis 5:5 records this: ''AD the days that Adam lived
were nine hundred and thirty years: and he died" Now, did
he die, or didn't he die? There is not one particle of
evidence to support any theory that he went to be with
God at death, or that he went to an underworld, there to
suffer eternally for his faults. Scripture says, "And he died"
Now, when that statement is made of an animal, no one
questions its truth. And that the same observation is made
of both man and animal is plainly evident from Genesis
7:21,22: ''ADflesh died that moved upon the earth, both 01

fowl, and of cattle, and of beast, and of every creepia
thing that creepetb upon the earth, and every man: all in
whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in th
dry land, died"
So man, though created on a plane higher than animal
life (Gen. 1:28; Psa. 8:4-8), is on a par with animals ill
death. Read Ecclesiastes 3:19,20: "That which betslleth th
sons of man befalleth beasts; even one thing beislleth th 111
as the one dietb, so dietb the other; yea, they hs ve all II

breath; so that a man hath no preeminence above a be lid
for all is vanity. AU go unto one place; all are of the duo "
and all turn to dust again."
This is not our word; this is God's Word. Con id I
diligently the truth of God, for the truth shall make y I

fr .
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We pray that God will bless you m your search for a
better understanding of His Word.
Study Questions:
1.

What is misunderstood about man's mortality?

2.

What two things were combined in the creation of
man to make him a living soul?

3.

List scriptures that teach the soul can die.

4.

What may a lot of people been taught about death?
What lie did the serpent use in the garden of Eden?

5.

What similarities do man's death and an animals
death have?

The Way of All the Earth
Remember, if you will, the scripture quoted in the last
section--Ecclesiastes 3:19,20. Let's read it again. "That which

befaUeth tlie 'sons of men befaUeth beasts; even one thing
befaUeth them: as the one dietb, so dieth the other; yea,
they have aU one breath; so that a man hath no
preeminence above a beast: for aU is vanity. AD go unto
one place; aU are of the dust, and sll turn to dust again."
Man, then, in death, is not better than a cow, or a mule,
or a dog. "All go unto one place." What happens to a cow
at death happens to man at death. "All are of the dust,
and ell turn to dust again."
I'll grant you it may sound better to hear a preacher say
our loved one who died has gone on to a brighter, fuller
life with God and His Son. No matter how comforting the
thought, however, it simply is not true. It is a false hope,
and a false hope is no hope. It gives a false sense of
security, and turns people from the truth that God so often
repeats within His Word: "All have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23); and, "The wages
sin is death" (Romans 6:23).
This doctrine-that man dies because of sin--is brought out
forcefully in the accounts of some of the Bible's faithful
men and women. For example, Abraham was a man I
exceptional faith. In Romans 4, Paul said, "Abrsb WI

0'

believed God, and it was counted unto him Ii"
righteousness" (Vs. 3). Also, Paul said of Abraham, that "II
should be heir of the world" (Vs. 13). Now, let's look in!

6
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the pages of the Old Testament and see what happened to
this man of faith when he died. Genesis 25:8 records:
"Abraham gave up the ghost, "To gasp out, expire." Where
did Abraham go when he died? Scripture says he "was
gathered to his people." Is that another way of saying he
went to heaven at death? Let's see.
Near the end of Joshua's life, he gathered all Israel to
Shechem, and called for a summit meeting of tribal leaders.
To them he said, "Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Your

fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time,
even Tersb, the father of Abraham, and the father of
Nscbor: and they served other gods" (Joshua 24:2).
If you believe that Abraham, because he was faithful, went
to heaven at death, and that his father, because he was an
idolater, went to a burning hell at death, you are
confronted with this perplexing statement; Abraham "was
gathered to his people" at death. How can this seeming
contradiction be explained?
There is no contradiction of Scriptural terms when you
throw out preconceived ideas and believe the simple
tatements of the Bible. Remember again Ecclesiastes 3:20,

''AD go unto one place: ell are of the dust, and aD turn to
dust again. "So when Abraham was gathered to his people,
simply means that, as they died, so he died; as they had
turned to dust, so he returned to dust.
There was nothing within Abraham that lived on after his
I uh. Indeed, Jesus showed that for Abraham to live would
lit • ssitate a resurrection.
In Matthew 22, the Sadducees,
I did not believe there would be a resurrection, tried to
II tp Jesus with one of their favorite hypothetical questions:
rtain woman outlived seven husbands. Whose wife
1111 she be in the resurrection? Jesus answered, "Ye do
t

I

, I, 11 ,

knowing the scriptures, nor the power of God P; r
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in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in
marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven. But as
touching the resurrection of the dead, have ye not read that
which was spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God
of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?
God is nor the God of the dead, but of the living" (Vv.
29-32). Jesus spoke of the fact that faithful Abraham will
live again after the resurrection, and did not imply that he
continued to live after death. God is still Abraham's God,
because Abraham shall live again.
Returning again to Joshua, this time to verse 14 of
chapter 23, Joshua said, "Behold, this day I am going the
way of aU the earth." ''AU the earth," then, goes the same
way at death, for Joshua referred to his approaching death.
Which way does all the earth go at death? Is it upward, to
heaven? Then the wicked must be included, for "all the
earth" goes the same way. Is it downward, into a pit of
eternal fife that burns and sears but does not destroy? Then
the righteous must be included, for "sll the earth" goes the
same way. Is it back to dust again? Then both righteous
and wicked must return to their dust, for "sll the earth"
goes the same way.
King David was a man who set his heart to know God.
Though occasionally he lapsed into sin, and started tumin
from God, his earlier training and the great amount of faith
that was his brought him to his senses, and with profoun t
shame and humility he returned to his God, and wa
forgiven his sins. Of him God said,''I have found David

the son of Jesse, a man after mine
fulfiD sll my will" (Acts 13:22).

OJrn

heart, which sh III

Notice what the man after God's own heart had to
about death. From Psalm 6:5, "In death there is
8
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remembrance of these: in the grave who shell give thee
thanks?" When we die, then, we won't be able to remember
God, nor will we be able to thank: Him. This is just the
opposite of the commonly accepted belief on death, and it
points out very clearly how far man has gone in
substituting his own plan of salvation for God's plan of
salvation. God says if you're faithful you can be saved
when Jesus returns. Man says if you're faithful you can find
life in death. David, in Psalm 17:15, implied that death
could not satisfy him. '~s for me, I will behold thy face in

righteousness: I shaD be satisfied, when I awake, with thy
likeness. " Since there is no remembrance of God in death,
death cannot satisfy. Solomon said, in Ecclesiastes 9:10,

"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might;
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest." If Jesus does not
return before we die, death will claim us. And with death
comes a long, unconscious rest until resurrection. In death,
there will be nothing--no device, no knowledge, no wisdom,.
Solomon did not intimate that "the real you" would escape
death and the grave and go to be with God, while only the
body returned to dust. He said concerning the grave,

"whither thou goest."
Returning to David, notice this very plain statement of his
.oncerning the fact that there is no knowledge and no
wisdom in the grave: ''Put not your trust in princes, nor in

tho son of man, in whom there is no help. His breath
th forth, he retumetb to his earth; in that vel)' day his
1IIl1lghtsperish" (Psalm 146:3,4). David understood that
louth robs man of all he possesses. He cannot think in
I Ith, for death attacks the brain within a few brief minutes
II r man breathes his last. Some people whose hearts were
\I , nged back into activity, after having stopped shortly
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before, never recovered complete use of their brains. One,
we remember, had digressed to the age-level of a twelveyear-old as far as his mind was concerned. A few more
minutes without a normal blood supply, and the brain
would have been rendered completely useless as, indeed,
would have been the heart. David, one of the holy men of
God who spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost (2
Peter 1:21), said, when man dies "his breath goeth forth, he

retumetb to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish. "
Now, let's fmd out what happened to this man after
God's own heart when he died. If it were possible for
faithful men and women to go to be with God when they
died, surely David should have been among that number.
Scripture records his death in this way, "So David slept

with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David" (1
Kings 2:10).
Notice that it was David who was buried, and not
a shell he had been occupying since birth. The real man
died, and the real man was buried. This is quite evident
from Peter's sermon on the day of Pentecost, recorded in
Acts 2:29-34. "Men and brethren," he said, and we'r
quoting verse 29, "lot me freely speak unto you of th
patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and bis
sepulchre is with us unto this day." In other words, Pet r
told the multitude assembled before the apostles, "We call

prove David is dead, because we can show you his gray,. "
Peter went further than this, though, to prove the fact I
David's demise. In verse 34, he said something that cannot
be overemphasized, for it shows to all open-minded truth
seekers that man does not go to heaven at death. Listen t I
this: "For David is not ascended into the heavens." Ho
much plainer could Scripture be written to show t h
10
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mortality of man? David, a man after God's own heart, did
not go to heaven at death. Why didn't he? Because ''all the
earth" goes the same way. Because ''allgo unto one place;
aU are of the dust and aU turn to dust again."Because ''all
have sinned," and "the wages of sin is death."
This, then, is the truth of God's Word: man has sinned;
death is the result of sin; man is condemned to death. Only
in the return of Jesus to the earth and resurrection of the
dead does man have hope for life eternal.
Study carefully these texts, and open your eyes to the
wonderful truth God has revealed to man.

Study Questions:
1.

Where did Abraham go after his death? What may
be confusing about that?

2.

Breathing out at death is a reversal of what divine
creative act?

3.

What is meant by the term, "going the way of all
the earth"?

11
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4.

From Ecc. 9:10, what insight about the grave do we
learn?

5.
What fact concerning David did Peter mention in
Acts 2:34 that may sound contrary to popular teaching?

I

Thoughts After Death
We have noted from the Scriptures that the faithful are
not privileged above the unfaithful in death. Abraham, a
righteous man, called "the Friend of God" in James 2:23,
was gathered to his people at death. (His father had been
an idolater.) Joshua went the way of all the earth at death,
and was not privileged to take a flight from Pisgah's lofty
heights. David, a man after God's own heart, did not
ascend to heaven at death. So these three--three of the most
faithful men God has ever rallied to His side--could not
escape the condemnation passed upon all men because of
Adam's sin. These three faithful men died, and returned
again to dust.
That Abraham believed resurrection would afford a reward
for the faithful is evident from Hebrews 11:17-19: ''By faith

Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac; and he thai
had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,
of whom it was said, That in Isaac sbsll thy seed be cslled:
accounting that God was able to raise him up, even nom
the dead,' nom whence also he received him in a figure."
When Abraham held the knife and raised it to strike a fatal
blow into the breast of his child, he had no thought of any
disembodied soul or spirit within Isaac escaping the moment
the death blow was dealt; rather, he believed God could
bring Isaac from the dead and fulfill the promises made
through him.
Joshua knew his reward was not in death, for in death he
w uld be ''going the way of aD the earth."
I avid knew he would not remember God in death, and
III II all his thoughts would perish. Only when he awoke
I
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victorious from the tomb in the likeness of God would he
be satisfied.
Job was another of the ancients who believed in the mortality of man, and that immortality would only be granted
to man at resurrection--and then only upon certain
conditions. . .
Job, remember, withstood the onslaught of everything the
devil could throw at him. A very rich man with a goodsized family, he nevertheless was a very faithful man. Yet
God allowed troubles to come upon him, and when it
rained, it poured. Word came that his working animals had
been captured by raiding tribes, and that the servants
keeping those animals had been slain. On the heels of that
report came one that fire had fallen from heaven and
destroyed his sheep and their attendant shepherds. Another
report said the Chaldeans had taken his camels and slain
his servants. And next came word that a wind had
collapsed his eldest son's house, and all ten of his children
lay dead as a result. Job's faith remained staunch in th
face of all these calamities. Scripture records, "In ell tbi
Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly" (Job 1:22).
Personal afflictions came upon Job next, and he wa
stricken with boils all over his body. His wife added tb
fmal straw that would have broken the spirit of an ordinary
man: ''Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, an I
die" (Job 2:9). Still his faith remained as a beacon light.
md his hope was not dimmed. He cursed the day of h
I I th but he did not curse God. "Let the day perl"
I
11 I wn
bom. Let that day be darkness; let not
I
.""",,""'"I " III above .... My died I not from the womb
I II I
up the ghost when I came out of th
I
I th kn
prevent me? or why the br. I. t.
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that I should suck? For now should I have lain still and
been quiet, I should have slept: then had I been at rest,
with kings and counsellorsof the earth, which built desolate
places for themselves; or with princes that had gold, who
filled their houses with silver: or as an hidden untimely
birth I had not been; as infants which never saw light.
There the wicked ceasetram trembling;and there the weary
be at rest. There the prisoners rest together; they hear not
the voice of the oppressor. The small and great are there;
and the servant is Irce Irom his master" (Job 3:3,4,11-19).
Job, then, saw death as a great leveler. All people are
equal in death, from the unborn infant to the mighty king;
from the servant to the master. Death is no respecter of
persons. It claims all alike, and returns them to their dust.
Job 14 brings out again the reality of death. "Msn that

is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. He
cometh forth like a Dower, and is cut down: he Ileetb also
as a shadow, and continuetb not" (Vv. 1,2). James,
seventeen centuries later, said somewhat the same thing:

"What is your life? It is even a vapour, that sppesreth for
a little time, and then vsnisbeth away" (James 4:14).
Back in Job 14 once more, some people believe man here
is compared to a tree. The reverse is true. Man is
contrasted to a tree. "Thereis hope of a tree," Job said, ''if

it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the
branch thereof will not cease....But man dietb and wastetb
awsy: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and whereis he? As
the waters fail Irom the sea, and the flood decsyeth and
trieth up: so man Iietb down, and riseth not: till the
ltosvens be no more, they shall not awake, not be raised
out of their sleep. 0 that thou wouldest hide me in the
r.J ve, that thou woukiest keep me secret, until thy wrath
, past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and
15
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remember me! If a man die, shaD he live again1 ell the
days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.
Thou shalt cell, and I wiD answer thee: thou wilt have a
desire to the work of thine hands" (Vv. 7-15).
Job, then, firmly believed in a resurrection. He did not
ask, "If a man die, shaD he continue to live?" but, ''If a
man die, shell he Iive again1" And immediately he answered
his own question by the hope that pervaded his life, ''AD

the days of my appointed time will I wait, till may change
come." The days of his appointed time referred to the days
of his death; his coming change referred to the resurrection,
as is evident from his next statement: "Thou shalt cell, and
I will answer thee."
This same thought is borne out again by the man of
patience in his 19th chapter: "1 know that my redeemer
liveth, and that he sbsll stand at the latter day upon the

earth: and though after my skin worms destroy this body,
yet in my flesh shell I see God' whom I shall see for
myself, and mine eyes shaD behold, and not another; though
my reins be consumed within me" (Vv. 25-27). Though
worms destroyed Job's body, though he returned to his
dust, though his thoughts perished, yet in his flesh he would
see God. There is not even a hint about his seeing God
when he died. At resurrection, when his flesh comes together
again to re-form him, he will see God with his own eyes.
What a wondrous hope Job possessed! Oh, that we might
possess the same hope, for it is a true hope!
Let's go now to Ecclesiastes 9, and note the additional
testimony Solomon gave concerning the mortality of man
"To him that is joined to ell the living," he said, "there ,:

hope: for a living dog is better than a dead lion. For III
Hving know that they shell die: but the dead know not Bill
I
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thing, neither have they any more a reward; for the memory
of them is forgotten. Also their love, and their hatred, and
their enJoy,is now perished; neither have they any more a
portion for ever in any thing that IS done under the sun"
(Vv.4-6).

.

Perhaps you have seen the picture of a little dog bravely
barking at the carcass of a dead lion. It speaks eloquently
the truth of God. We have hope while we are alive, as the
little dog had hope that he was superior to the dead lion.
But when death's shadow passes over us, we lose
consciousness, and with it all hope, love, hatred, and envy.
These passions-love, hatred, and envy--are the most
powerful possessed by man. If Solomon's statement is true,
and we have every reason to believe it is, these strong
passions disappear at death. In death, then, we cannot love
God, so it would do us no good to be in heaven. In death,
if we were committed to an eternity of blistering fire, we
wouldn't particularly mind it, for all hatred is gone. And
we could not envy those in heaven, because envy has been
destroyed once death takes over. How easy it is to
understand the simple truth of God: that man in death
loses all consciousness, all knowledge, all wisdom, all
thoughts, all love, all hatred, all envy. Why attempt to
make an unexplainable and impossible situation from
something that has been so clearly revealed?
But our study in Ecclesiastes 9:5 is not yet complete. "The
Hvingknow that they shell die," asserted Solomon, and we
believe he spoke the truth. Even the man who stands before
a casket and says, "Our friend is not here, but is in heaven
with his Maker" knows very well that death is real. He
need only peer into the coffm and there is mute testimony
t the truth of God that man dies. "The living know that
'hey shell die," regardless of the number of times they claim
17
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to believe otherwise. Yes, even those who so strongly hold
to the pagan belief in the immortality of the soul really
believe they will die. To grasp at straws in order to escape
death is normal, and believing that man in his present
nature possess immortality is grasping at straws.
Again, this is so simple a statement that anyone from the
age of four can understand it: "The living know that they

shaD die: but the dead know not any thing."
Study Questions:
1.

What question
resurrection?

2.

In Job 19:25-27 what condition does Job expect his
body to be in? In what condition does he expect to
see his redeemer?

3.

In Ecc. 9:4-6 what are we told the living know?
What do the dead know?

4.

Look up the word "resurrection." From that
definition then, what must our physical condition w
when we are resurrected?

5.

What clear decision must be made before we fa
death?

l.

What does the Bible say death will be like?

I

did Job ask that points to the

Opposing Conditions
Continuing our search into the Scriptures to learn what
God has to say concerning man's present condition, we turn
to Isaiah 38. Hezekiah was king of Judah at the time, and
he was a very righteous man. He restored the worship of
God to its rightful place, destroyed the heathen images
previous kings had erected, and sent emissaries to the
northern kingdom of Israel, asking Israel to return to
Jerusalem to worship the God of the Hebrews. He gave
himself completely to know God and to follow His way of
righteousness.
God honored this king of Judah by sending His angel to
destroy 185,000 soldiers of the Assyrian horde that had invaded the land promised to Abraham and his seed. When
Hezekiah became sick and neared death, Isaiah, God's
prophet at that time, was sent to him with these words,

"Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order: for thou
shalt die, and not live" (Isaiah 38:1).
Herein we have God's own defmition of death: it is the
very opposite of life. Hezekiah would die, and not live.
How can anyone derive from the statement a belief that
Hezekiah would die but continue to live and, in fact, live
more completely than he had before? The truth of the
literality of death is extremely plain and simple in the
declaration to the king.
Hezekiah, though he was righteous, did not rejoice at the
news of his impending death. He did not relish the thought
f returning to dust, for he realized that that is exactly
what happens at death. So he turned his face to the wall,
md prayed that his life might be spared. And as he pray d,

,

I

I

I

I

I
I
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he wept, knowing that death is an enemy, and that it would
rob him of all his senses. God heard the prayer of this
devout man, and God answered his prayer. Isaiah returned
immediately to Hezekiah with God's new proclamation:

"Thus ssitb the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have
heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will add
to thy days "fifteen years" (Vs. 5).
Hezekiah was overjoyed that God had seen fit to honor
his prayer for an extended life, and his prayer of gratitude
expressed his remarkable knowledge of man's nature in this
life and his condition in death. Let's read verses 16-20:

"0 Lord, by these things men live, and in aD these things
is the life of my spirit: so wilt thou recover me, and make
me to live. Behold, for peace I had great bitterness: but
thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of
corruption: for thou hast cast sll my sins behind thy back.
For the grave cannot praise thee, death cannot celebrate
thee: they that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy
truth. The living, the living, he shaD praise thee, as I do
this day: the father to the children shell make known thy
truth. The Lord was ready to save me: therefore we will
sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of
our life in the house of the Lord."
Did you notice in the reading the difference between those
who die and those who live? Those who die cannot praise
God, cannot celebrate God, and cannot hope for his truth.
Now, is it not taught by the majority of Christendom today
that when a righteous person dies, he can praise God mor
fully, can celebrate Him more completely, and has God'
truth entirely opened up to him? Do you see the differen
between what God's Word teaches, and what man teach
for God's Word?
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By way of contrast to the dead's not knowing anything,
and not being able to praise God, Hezekiah rejoicingly
proclaimed, "The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as
I do this day." Had he died of his sickness, Hezekiah could
no longer have praised God. Since God granted him an
extension of life, he could and did praise God.
This one example should be sufficient to show God's true
message concerning the plight of man. It emphasizes again
that man, aside from the return of Jesus to this sin-cursed
earth and his resurrection of the dead, has absolutely no
hope for life eternal.
We have studied at length from the Old Testament
concerning this all-important subject of the mortality of
man. The truth, as you must realize, is not confined to
those pages only. A truth as eternal as this one, and as
basic to the understanding of man's need for a Saviour as
this one, must have fruit in the New Testament as well, and
so it does.
From Matthew 4:12-17, we read: ''Now when Jesus had

heard that John was cast into prison, he departed into
Ga1iJee;and leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in
Cspemsum, which is upon the sea coast, in the bordersof
Zebulon and Nephtbslim: that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken by Essiss the prophet, saying, The land of
Zabulon, and the land of Nepbtbslim, by way of the sea,
beyond Jordan, Gslilee of the Gentiles;the people whichsat
in darkness saw great hght,'and to them which sat in the
region and shadow of death light is sprung up. From that
time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand"
The land of Galilee was the region of death; it was the
shadow of death. Only when Jesus preached did the shadow
of utter dejection begin to move from the land, and the
·I
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people began to see that death, though still a curse upon
man, would be overcome at the resurrection.
Jesus preached the Kingdom of heaven, and told the
people to repent, for it was at hand. Now, if he referred to
a Kingdom in heaven to which all righteous went at death,
the phrase "is at hand" means nothing. If the faithful from
the day Abel was slain by his brother had been going into
a Kingdom in heaven, what good did the preaching of Jesus
do?
The Kingdom to which Jesus referred was a Kingdom of
heaven-nom heaven, if you will. In other words, it would
be the Kingdom of God--a Kingdom God Himself would
cause to be established on the earth.
You may say, "This preacher is trying to twist the Bible
to say what he wants it to say," but let's study the evidence
that shows the Kingdom will be upon the earth.
Jesus himself said, "Blessed are the meek: for they shaD
inherit the earth" (Matt. 5:5). That is not true today. It was
not true in Jesus' day. It will be true, however, when God's
Kingdom is established upon the earth. Jesus will see to it
that his words come true--through a resurrection of the
faithful dead, and through a change to immortality of the
faithful living at his return. Today, the oppressor, the
mighty man, the dictator, the ruthless of the world grab
everything from the meek, but at the establishment of God's
Kingdom, the meek truly shall inherit the earth.
The angel Gabriel announced to Mary that the child sh
would bear "shell be great, and shaD be celled the Son of

the Highest: and the Lord God shaD give unto him th
throne of his father David: and he shell reign over the
house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there sbsll
no end" (Luke 1:32,33). The throne of David upon whi h
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Jesus shall sit is also called the throne of the Lord in I
Chronicles 29:23: "Then Solomon sat on the throne of the

Lord as king instead of David his father, and prospered;
and aDIsrael obeyed him." Jesus called this same throne the.
throne of his glory in Matthew 19:28: "Verily I say unto
you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration
when the Son of man shaD sit in the throne of his glory,
ye also shaD sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve
tribes of Isrsel." The regeneration to which Jesus referred,
by the way, has to do with resurrection and the restoration
of the earth to its former glory and beauty.
That Jesus does not now sit upon his throne is evident in
several places. The most notable of these is Revelation 3:21:

"To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my
father in his throne." Jesus today sits with God on God's
throne. David's throne, the one Jesus will occupy when he
returns, has been overturned until the establishment of
God's Kingdom upon this earth. God said, concerning this
throne, ''I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shaD

be no more, until he come whose right it is; and I will give
it him" (Ezek. 21:27).
King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon dreamed of a great
image which represented the various world-wide kingdoms
from his day forward. Daniel, called in to interpret the
dream, mentioned a small stone cut out without hands,
which smote the image upon the feet, and destroyed it.

"Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the
gold, broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff
of the summer tbreshingtloor; and the wind carried them
a. way, that no place was found for them: and the stone that
mote the image became a great mountain, and filled the
whole earth" (Dan. 2:35). In the interpretation, Daniel said,
23
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"In the days of these kings shell the God heaven set up a
kingdom, which shell never be destroyed' and the kingdom
shaDnot be left to other people, but it shaD break in pieces
and consume sll these kingdoms, and it shell stand forever"
(Vs. 44). And of the same Kingdom, an angel told Daniel,

"The kingdom, and dominion, and greatness of the kingdom
under the whole bee ven, shell be given to the people of the
saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all kingdoms shall serve and obey him" (Dan.
7:27).
God's Kingdom, then, will be established upon this earth,
as the Scripture of God so aptly explains.

Study Questions:
1.

What does Isaiah 38:18-19 teach us about the
ability to praise and worship God after we die?

2.

What insight is found in the phrase Jesus used, "the
Kingdom of heaven is at hand"?

3.

Isaiah 38:1 gives a great contrast of conditions.
What are they?

4.

List two scripture texts that teach the Kingdom will
be on the earth.
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Genesis 13:14-17 And the LORD said unto Abram, after
that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes,
and look from the place where thou art northward, and
southward, and eastward, and westward: 15 For all the
land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy
seed for ever. 16 And I will make thy seed as the dust
of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.
17 Arise,
walk through the land in the length of it and in the
breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee.
Genesis 15:18 In the same day the LORD made' a
covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed have I given
this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the
river Euphrates:
Genesis 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old arid
nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I
am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect
2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and
will multiply thee exceedingly 3 And Abram fell on his
face: and God talked with him, saying 4 As for me,
behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a
father of many nations
5 Neither shall thy name any
more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for
I father of many nations have I made thee
6 And I will
make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of
thee, and kings shall come out of thee 7 And I will
tablish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed
liter thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant,
t() be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee 8 And
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I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land
wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession; and I will be their God.
Romans 4:13-22 For the promise, that he should be the
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed,
through the law, but through the righteousness of faith 14
For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith is made
void, and the promise made of none effect 15 Because the
law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no
transgression 16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be
by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the
seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also
which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us
all 17 (As it is written, I have made thee a father of
many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God,
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be
not as though they were 18 Who against hope believed in
hope, that he might become the father of many nations,
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his
own body now dead, when he was about an hundred years
old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 20 He
staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but
was strong in faith, giving glory to God; 21 And being
fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able
also to perform 22 And therefore it was imputed to him
for righteousness.
Isaiah 2:2-4 And it shall come to pass in the last days,
that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the
hills; and all nations shall flow unto it 3 And many
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the
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mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob;
and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk: in his
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem 4 And he shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
Daniel 2:35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the
silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became
like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors; and the wind
carried them away, that no place was found for them: and
the stone that smote the image became a great mountain,
and filled the whole earth.
Daniel 2:44 And in the
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom
shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces
and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever.
Daniel 7:27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be
given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall
rve and obey him.
Joel 3:16-21 The LORD also shall roar out of Zion, and
utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the
nrth shall shake: but the LORD will be the hope of his
I ople, and the strength of the children of Israel 17 So
hill ye' know that I am the LORD your God dwelling in
Zi n, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and
Ih re shall no strangers pass through her any more
18
nd it shall come to pass in that day, that the mountains
II ,11 drop down new wine, and the hills shall flow with
III Ik, and all the rivers of Judah shall flow with waters, and
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a fountain shall come forth of the house of the LORD, and
shall water the valley of Shittim
19 Egypt shall be a
desolation, and Edom shall be a desolate wilderness, for the
violence against the children of Judah, because they have
shed innocent blood in their land 20 But Judah shall
dwell for ever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation
21 For I will cleanse their blood that I have not cleansed:
for the LORD dwelleth in Zion.
Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover
the sea.
Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they
shall inherit the earth.
Matthew 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say
unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the
regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of
his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel.
Matthew 24:29-51 Immediately after the tribulation of
those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and
the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30 And then
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall
see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory 31 And he shall send his angels
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other 32 Now learn a parable of the fig
tree; When his branch is yet tender, and putteth forth
leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 33 So likewise ye,
when ye shall see all these things, know that it is near,
even at the doors
34
Verily I say unto you, This
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generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled 35
Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not
pass away 36 But of that day and hour knoweth no man,
no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only 37 But
as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the'
Son of man be 38 For as in the days that were before
the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the
ark 39 And knew not until the flood came, and took
them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be 40 Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be
taken, and the other left 41 Two women shall be grinding
at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left 42
Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord
doth come 43 But know this, that if the goodman of the
house had known in what watch the thief would come, he
would have watched, and would not have suffered his house
to be broken up 44 Therefore be ye also ready: for in
uch an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh 45
Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord
hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in
due seasonv ', 46 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord
when he cometh shall fmd so doing 47 Verily I say unto
u, That he shall make him ruler over all his goods 48
nut and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My lord
I layeth his coming;
49 And shall begin to smite his
I lIowservants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 50
I'h lord of that servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware
I. 51 And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his
I irtion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and
II ishing of teeth.
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Matthew 25:31-46 When the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit
upon the throne of his glory: 32 And before him shall be
gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats:
33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the
goats on -the left 34 Then shall the King say unto them
on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world: 35 For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat:
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and
ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick,
and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me
37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty,
and gave thee drink? 38 When saw we thee a stranger,
and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee? 39 Or
when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?
40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me
41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungered,
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no
drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in:
naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye
visited me not
44 Then shall they also answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, or athirst, or
a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not
minister unto thee? 45 Then shall he answer them, saying,
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of
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the least of these, ye did it not to me 46 And these shall
go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal.
Luke 21 :25-36 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in.
the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring 26
Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers
of heaven shall be shaken 27 And then shall they see the
Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory
28 And when these things begin to come to pass, then
look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption
draweth nigh 29 And he spake to them a parable; Behold
the fig tree, and all the trees; 30 When they now shoot
forth, ye see and know of your own selves that summer is
now nigh at hand 31 So likewise ye, when ye see these
things come to pass, know ye that the kingdom of God is
nigh at hand 32 Verily I say unto you, This generation
shall not pass away, till all be fulfilled 33 Heaven and
arth shall pass- away: but my words shall not pass away
4 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and
'ares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares
\ For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on
the face of the whole earth 36 Watch ye therefore, and
I ray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all
III Be things that shall come to pass, and to stand before
Ih Son of man.
Acts 1:6-11 When they therefore were come together, they
I ked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore
tin the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them,
If
not for you to know the times or the seasons, which
II -lather hath put in his own power 8 But ye shall
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receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and
in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth 9 And when he had spoken these things,
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received
him out of their sight 10 And while they looked stedfastly
toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by
them in white apparel;
11 Which also said, Yemen of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
Acts 3:19-26 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that
your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord 20 And he
shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto you
21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of
restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began 22
For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like
unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall
say unto you 23 And it shall come to pass, that every
soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed
from among the people 24 Yea, and all the prophets
from Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have
spoken, have likewise foretold of these days 25 Ye are
the children of the prophets, and of the covenant which
God made with our fathers, saying unto Abraham, And in
thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed 26
Unto you first God, having raised up his Son Jesus, sent
him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from
his iniquities. Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip
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preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and
the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and
women.
Colossians 3:1-4 If ye then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteth-on the right hand of God 2 Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth 3 For ye are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God 4 When
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory.
Read these chapters: Isaiah 35, 65, 66; Zechariah 14; 1
Corinthians 15, Hebrews 11, and Revelation 20, 21, and 22.
One familiar with such passages of scripture can come to
no conclusion other than that God's Kingdom shall one day
be established upon this earth. Throughout the scriptures,
the coming of the Messiah and resurrection from the dead
have been faithful man's home and mainstay. They were included in the gospel preached to Abraham (Gal. 3:8), and
served as integral parts of almost every prophet's message.
Why have we digressed onto this subject of God's coming
Kingdom and resurrection of the dead? Our topic,
remember, concerns the mortality of man--the fact that man
was created mortal, subject to death; that his sin brought
ibout the condemnation to death; and that he lives under
(he shadow of death from the very time of his birth. We
Iigressed into the subject of the coming Kingdom because
III ill'S theological theory of present-day immortality of the
iul has overshadowed and all but hidden God's eternal
II lith concerning the establishment, at Jesus' return, of hi
I ngdom of everlasting truth and righteousness.
ou may say, "Would God allow His truth l I
v r hadowed by a falsehood?" Yes, He often d
I I I II II
I lIimself only a handful of righteous p r n (1111 II I I I
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the multitudes who follow the false doctrine. It was true at
the very beginning of man's age when Eve was deceived
into believing this same false doctrine that when you die
you're not really dead. God's punishment on her and her
husband-who by the way, was deceived by the serpent's lie
(1 Tim. 2:14)--was the death Eve sought to escape by
disbelieving in its reality. God allowed the vast majority of
men to believe a lie in Noah's day, and he destroyed all
but eight souls. (These souls, you might notice, were people
and not something intangible within the people.) Throughout
Israel's long and checkered history, the majority of the
people turned from God to worship and serve a lie, and
today are scattered to the four winds as a consequence.
(Eventually, though, this people of Abraham will turn to
their God, accept His Son as their Savour, and will be
blessed as a result.) Jesus added a final note of authority,
saying, "WIde is the gate, and broad is the way, that

leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in
thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way,
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it"
(Matt. 7:13,14).
My friend, don't make the mistake of thinking the
doctrine of immortality of the soul is true just because the
majority may believe in it. That is almost a sure sign that
it is false! Read and study your Bible to know what the
truth really is and what it can do for you.
Jesus taught, in several dissertations, that the soul is not
immortal. Let's examine them and see what the scriptures
really teach--what Jesus really taught.
First, turn with me to Matt. 10:28. Jesus said, "Fesr not

them whichkill the body, but are not able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul an I
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body in bell:" Though many theologians claim this text
teaches the soul cannot be destroyed, it actually teaches just
the reverse. "Fesr him, " said Jesus, "whichis able to destroy
both soul and body in hell" The word "soul" in the New
Testament comes from the Greek word pseucbe. "It occurs
105 times, and is rendered 'soul' 58 times, 'life' 40 times,
'mind' three times, and 'heart,' 'heartily,' 'us,' and 'you'
once each" -Bullinger's Companion Bible. It corresponds
exactly to the Hebrew word nepbesh in the Old Testament,
and has to do with the complete man, or the life of man.
The word "hell" comes from the Greek word geenna, an
offshoot of gehenna, and refers to the lake of fire that will
destroy the wicked at judgment (Rev. 20:14,15). So Jesus
taught, as always, not to fear man, who can only take this
life from us, but who will have no authority in God's judgment. Rather, fear God, for He can take not only this life,
but any hope of life eternal from us by casting us into the
lake of fire which, Rev. 20:14 says, "is the second death."
The account of the thief of the cross, related in Luke
23:42,43, does not teach that man possesses an immortal
oul. The thief said to Jesus, "Lord, remember me when

thou comest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him,
Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in
P usdise. " Neither the word "soul" nor the word "heaven"
pears in the account. The word "spirit," likewise, does not
cur. To believe this account teaches that an immortal soul
CIJ spirit from within the thief would go to heaven that day
th Jesus stretches the Word of God to the breaking point.
I ides, if the soul of the thief did go to heaven that day,
I went alone, for Jesus' soul went to hell when he died
'la 2:31). Some say Jesus went to hell first, there to
II I h to spirits in prison (1 Peter 3:19), and then ascended
It haven. But these same ones take the parable of the rich
I
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man and Lazarus literally, and in the parable Abraham said
to the rich man in hell, "Between us and you there is a

great gulf fixed' so that they which would pass Irom hence
to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would
come Irom thence" (Luke 16:26). To learn the true meaning
of the account, simply keep in mind the request of the
thief, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom." Jesus, in his reply, answered that request. The same
word translated "to day" is more often translated "this day."
''This day, " said Jesus, referring to the day he will come in
his Kingdom, "thou shalt be with me in paradise." The
word "paradise" means "garden," and nowhere refers to
heaven. When God's Kingdom is established on this earth,
the conditions man enjoyed in the Garden of Eden will
revitalize the earth. That will be' "the times of reiIeshing:
and "the times of restitution of sll things" Peter referred to
in' Acts 3:19-21.
The story of the rich man and Lazarus is a parable and
cannot be taken literally. Besides, in' the' parable an
immaterial, immortal soul cannot be referred to, because the
words "eyes," "tip of his finger," "tongue," and "bosom" are
mentioned, and all these are parts of the human body.
As we mentioned before, Jesus went to hell when he died.
Said Peter in his sermon on the day of Pentecost, "Men

and brethren, let me Ireely speak unto you of the patriarch
David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre
is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and
knowing that God had swom with an oath to him, that of
the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would rsis
up Christ to sit on his throne; he seeing this before spsk:
of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left ill
hell. neither his flesh did see corruption." Jesus' soul=that
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is, Jesus himself--was in hell, but did not stay there. "Hell"
here is the Greek word bsdes which corresponds to sbeol in
the Old Testament, and means "the grave." Jesus was put
into a grave after his death, and stayed there until his.
resurrection. If he did not die completely, he was not a
complete sacrifice for us. If only his body died, and an
immortal soul within him continued to live, the sacrifice of
a body for a lost immortal soul would be an unequal one,
and would be of little value, as far as we can determine.
Peter, in this same sermon, gives conclusive proof that
man does not go to heaven at death. David, remember, was
a man after God's own heart (Acts 13:22). Concerning him,
Peter said, "Dsvid is not ascended into the heavens" (Acts
2:34). Now, that statement is about as plain a statement as
one can find to show that man's destiny at death is not in
heaven. Man dies, is buried, and returns to dust; he knows
nothing through the death period. At the resurrection, his
body will come from the' dust, his breath will enter again
nto his nostrils, and his senses' will once again bring him
nto contact with his Maker. This thought is brought out
( rcefully in many of the scriptures we have presented to
u in these lessons. If you want good, concise evidence of
Ih necessity of a resurrection, and the fact that one will
I Ike place, read 1 Corinthians 15 in its entirety.
In John 11, Lazarus was taken ill, and died. Jesus told his
I tIes plainly, "Lessrus is dead" (Vs. 14). When he arrived
II Bethany, Martha met him and told him, ''Lord, if thou

I.'t been here, my brother had not died" "Jesus ssitb
ut her, Thy brother shell rise again. Martha ssitb unto
"fII, I know that he shell rise again in the resurrection at
tit lest day. Jesus ssitb unto her, I am the resurrection,
1/ I 'he life: he that believetb in me, though he were dead,
•ltsll he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me

" I
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sbsll never die." Again, this account does not teach that
man has an immortal soul. The term "though he were dead"
proves this to be true. The subject, as introduced by
Martha, was the resurrection at the last day. That is exactly
the time to which Jesus referred. When Jesus comes again,
those believers who were dead will hear his voice, and be
resurrected. Those faithful ones who are still living when
Jesus comes will be changed to immortality; therefore, they
will never die. That, plainly, is what Jesus taught Martha,
and that coincides with scriptural truth from Genesis to
Revelation. That Lazarus really was dead is proved in verse
44, "He that was dead came forth."
If Lazarus had been in heaven, did not Jesus do him an
injustice by bringing him back into this temporal life?
Study Questions:
1.

Why might
God allow His
overshadowed by a false teaching?

2.

Can you give a logical connection between man's
current mortal state and the hope of an earthly
Kingdom?

3.

What truths are taught in Matthew 1O:28?

4.

Where was Jesus after he died? What did he need
to wait there for?
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Asleep in Christ
Because some of the converts at Corinth believed the
Sadducean doctrine that there would never be a resurrection
of the dead, the Apostle Paul considered it imperative that
he caution the .brethren against this false teaching. Without
the hope of resurrection from the dead, he argued,
Christianity amounted to nothing. The gospel he preached
was founded upon the basic concept of Jesus' death, burial,
and resurrection. If Jesus did not die for our sins according
to the Scriptures, Christianity is of no avail to anyone. If
He did not rise from the dead the third day according to
the Scriptures, we might as well forgetall forms of religious
thought.
Paul said in 1 Cor. 15:12-19: "Now if Christ be preached

(bat he rose nom the dead, how say some among you that
there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there be no

urrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: and if
'brist be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your
llith is also vain. Yea, and we are found false witnesses of
; d: because we have testified of God that he raised up
'lmst: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise
(/01. For if the dead rise not, then 1S Christ not raised: and
II .'hrist be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in
vour sins. Then they also which are faDen asleep in Christ
( perished If in this life only we have hope in Chri t Wi
I
f ell men most miserable."
I id you notice how important Paul consid r d I
rrr ction from the dead? The Christian
h I I
It III II
1111

must be based upon a knowl drill
ng resurrection. If Jesus was n t r UII

II I
I I II

I

II
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in him are perished! That statement in itself is conclusive
proof that those dead in Christ are not in heaven. Their
hope, before they died, was in resurrection. If that hope
had no foundation, they will never again know life.
Those dead in Christ, regardless of how faithful they were
while living, are now void of all their senses. They are
asleep in Christ, and no one can awaken them until he calls
them from their earthly beds of rest when he returns.
The next three verses in the text under consideration show
that death and life are opposites. They prove that death is
a curse, and that life eternal will be a gift of God through
His Son. Notice: "Now is Christ risen from the dead, and

become the firstfruits of them that slept. For since by man
came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam ell die, even so in Christ shall ell be made
alive."
Death, you see, came as a result of Adam's sin. It is a
curse upon man. By no means can death ever be considered
a friend, unless it be in the sense that it ends the terrible
agony and pain that rack those persons unfortunate enough
to contract a horrible disease. But as for bringing an
eternity of bliss and happiness at death to the faithful
person, scripture teaches nothing of the sort. When the
faithful man dies, he is in the same category as beasts of
the field when they die (Bccl. 3:19,20). In verse 26 of thi
fifteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul joyfully exclaimed
that death ultimately will be destroyed. "The last enem
that shell be destroyed," he said, "is death."
That brings to mind a similar statement Jeremiah mad
when referring prophetically to those mothers in and around
Bethlehem whose babies were slain by wicked King Hero I
shortly after Jesus' birth. We'll quote Jeremiah 31:15-17, III I
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you can note the fulfillment of the prophecy in Matt. 2:1618: "Thus saith the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah,

lamentation, fwd bitter weeping; Rachel weeping for her
children refused to be comforted for her children, because·
they were not. Thus saith the Lord; Refrain thy voice from
weeping, and thine eyes trom tears: for thy work shall be
rewarded, saith the Lord; and they shall come again from
the land of the enemy. And there is hope in thine end,
saith the Lord, that thy children shall come again to their
Olm border."
Those babies maliciously and hard-heartedly put to death
under the orders of despotic King Herod did not become
angels in heaven. They went to the land of the enemy, from
which they shall be called at the resurrection. The enemy,
aid Paul, is death. Plainly, then, those poor defenseless
babies died and returned to dust. Jeremiah said, "They were
110t. " This is an expression used several times in the Bible,
md always means that the person referred to was dead or
was thought to be dead. And as surely as they returned to
lust, "they shall come again from the land of the enemy."
I'hey will be resurrected and given life once more. Reason
thi out for yourself: Can the land of the enemy refer to
It uven? or could it possibly refer to a place of eternal
uffering in everlasting fire? If the latter, what sin
mdemned them to such a constant punishing?
We return to 1 Cor. 15 again, and read verses 51-54:
/Ill hold, I shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but
~hallall be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of

~e, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound 11 I
t dead shall be raised incorruptible, and w.
1111/I
1/ III/ed For this corruptible must put on in rruptl. m, 11/ I
, mortal must put on immortality. So wh 11 111
II 'I'
" shall have put on incorruption ad 111, /JII II, I It 1/
It
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have put on immortality, then shell be brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory."
Death is not yet swallowed up in victory. It still remains
the chief fear of man. It is his main deterrent, his greatest
limiter. Man is still corruptible, still mortal, still subject to
death. But when resurrection takes place, immortality for
man will become a reality, and the last enemy will no
longer cause him misery and fear all the days of his life.
In verse 52, Paul brings out plainly the truth Jesus taught
in John 11:25 and 26. We made mention of this text earlier.
Jesus said to Martha, ''/ am the resurrection, and the life:
he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live: and whosoever liveth and believetb in me shaD never
die." Jesus, remember, referred to the resurrection at the last
day in answer to Martha's statement concerning Lazarus, "I
know that he shell rise again in the resurrection at the last
day." His statement shows this: at the resurrection, those
dead in Him shall be resurrected; those living at that time
shall never die. Now this is exactly the point Paul
emphasized int he text under consideration. Referring to
death and resurrection, he said, "We shaD not aD sleep, but
we shsl! aD be changed" All won't die before Jesus returns
and resurrects the faithful from the dead, but all the faithful
will be changed to immortality. "The dead sbsll be raised
incorruptible," he said, "end we (the living) shell bo

changed"
This same truth was brought out in his first letter to tb
Thessalonian brethren. To them he wrote, "This we say unt

you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive sn I
remain unto the coming of the Lord shell not prevent th III
that are asleep." (The word "prevent" is used in an old wa .
meaning "preceded" or "go before.") "For the Lord hims II
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shaD descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God' and the dead in
Christ shaD rise first: then we which are alive and remain
shaD be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so sbsll we ever be with the
Lord" (1 Thess. 4:13-18).
This scripture carries through with the theme we have
been discussing - that the righteous dead will be resurrected
at Jesus' return, and the righteous living will be changed.
Together they will be caught up in the clouds to meet Jesus
in the air, and they will ever after be with him. "So shaD
we ever be with the Lord" does not mean that the faithful
will remain in the air with him, but that they will be with
him from then on. Zechariah 14:4 says Jesus' feet ''shall
stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is
I fore Jerusalem on the east." Rev. 14:1 says, ''I looked,
tad, 10, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion." So Jesus
I finitely shall return to earth, and those faithful caught up
I meet him shall return with him. The Apostle Paul, in 1
l'hess. 4:14, said, ''If we believe that Jesus died and rose
I nin, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God
III ing

with him,"

That the faithful will have a body with which to enjoy
od's Kingdom throughout eternity is apparent from the
Iullowing scriptures. In 1 Cor. 15:41-44, Paul wrote, "There

me glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon,
II

I another glory of the stars: for one star differeth Irom

Iller star in glory. So also is the resurrection of t11
I II. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorrupti. n:
f. sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is
WIJ in
tkness; it is raised in power: it is sown a nstumt I I
f raised a spirituel body. There is a aatuml L II', 1111
I
is a spiritual body." From those w r I
I I
.111
III

I
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the great difference between this life and the life to come.
The "spiritual body" is explained in Phil. 3:20,21: "Our

conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shsll change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue
sIl tbiags unto himself."
Jesus' body is a spiritual body; that is, an immortal body.
It has flesh and bones (Luke 24:39), but is no longer
subject to death. Our hope in Jesus is to be like him when
he comes. Won't you accept this hope, too, and throw off
the shackles of false doctrine that keep you bound to the
devil's original lie?

Study Questions:
l.

What solid fact is established in 1 Cor. 15:12-19
about the resurrection?

2.

Is death a curse or a blessing? How does the
subject of mortality influence the answer to this
question?

3.

What steps are given in 1 Cor. 15:51-54 concernin
immortality, resurrection and change? What do
"sleep" here refer to?

4.

According to Phil. 3:20-21,
resurrection body be like?
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Does It Really Make A
Difference?
We have explained at length to you God's truth
concerning the mortality of man. In view of the many
scriptures presented,
we know these truths cannot
successfully be contradicted. God's Word plainly shows that
man cannot go to heaven at death because death ends all
his mental and spiritual, as well as physical, faculties. To
believe that God has provided a means for eternal salvation,
man must believe in the return of Jesus to this earth. He
must believe that Jesus will resurrect the faithful who are
lead and that he will change the faithful who are living
when he comes. Man must believe that Jesus will establish
led's Kingdom upon this earth, and he must realize that
Ihat Kingdom will be an everlasting Kingdom. That
ingdom also will bring to man his first taste of total and
implete peace. No longer will he need fear war, for swords
II 111 be beat into plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks
(I

a. 2:4).
'I he question

arises then: "So man is mortal; so what?
hat difference does it make?" My friend, the difference is
II whether or not you believe God. It made a difference to
I v =believing God meant life; believing the serpent meant
"nth. Immortality of the soul is the serpent's lie. It
, mdemns just as surely now as it did when Eve cho i in
\' I rence to God's truth. Which will you beli v ;
I
I IIh about the condition
you're in and th n I i II It I
u I Saviour, or the serpent's lie that
II II
II, I
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immortal? It does make a difference what you believe. It
means the difference between life and death.
One of the most popular doctrines making the rounds
these days is that it makes no difference what you believe.
It gains popularity and enthusiastic applause daily because
it is an incentive to laziness. It says, in effect, that you
don't need
read or study your Bible because, after all,
we're all going to the same place anyhow, though maybe by
a different route, so why make any effort to believe
anything specific? Accept Jesus as your personal Saviour,
this deception says, and that's all that matters. Everything
else will take care of itself.
Accepting Jesus as your personal Saviour is necessary to
salvation, but accepting him entails more than simply saying,
"Yes, Lord, I believe. Now I'm yours and you are mine."
To accept Jesus as your personal Saviour, you must
believe that he made a complete sacrifice for your sins, that
is, that he died completely. No part of him remained alive.
You must believe that he was buried, and that he .rose
again the third day (1 Cor. 15:1-4). You must believe what
he taught about his return to earth. "If I go and prepare

to

a place for ye, " he said, ''I will come again, and receive you
unto myself} that where I am, there ye may be also" (John
14:3). As the Scriptures plainly teach, and as we have read
from a number of texts previously, Jesus will come to tb
earth, and this is where we will be with him, if we remain
faithful and true to him (Matt. 19:28).
To make Jesus as your personal Saviour, you mu I
understand and believe what he taught concerning the estal
lishment of God's Kingdom upon this earth. So sure w I
the apostles that Jesus purposed to establish God's Kingdom
with Jerusalem as its capital city, that they asked hili
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shortly before his ascension, "Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel?" Jesus acknowledged
this as his avowed purpose by answering, "It is not for you
to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath
put in his OM] power." While yet speaking with them,
"while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received
him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly
toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by
them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which
is taken up from you into heaven, shaD so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" (Acts 1:6-11).
Recorded in Acts 8 is the fact that ''Philip went down to
the city of Ssmsris, and preached Christ unto them" (Vs.
). Of the conversion of those people, it is written, "Men
Ihey believed Philip preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women" (Vs. 12). So the preaching
of the Kingdom of God is completely intertwined with the
I r aching of Christ. You can't believe in Jesus as your
I r sonal Saviour unless you understand and believe what he

preparing for you. He is preparing life eternal in God's
I ngdom soon to be established here upon this very earth.
nllt life will be given to all those who have accepted
'hrlst in the truth and who have remained faithful to him
\lnlil death or until he returns again. Our life is now hid
Ih Christ in God (Col. 3:3). We do not yet have eternal
Itl • "When Christ, who is our life, shaD appear, then h tll
, ttso appear with him in glory" (Vs. 4). (Glory. b IIt
y, is not a place, but a condition.)
) make Jesus as your personal Saviour
I II
be baptized into him. Said P I I
III
st to those who wer in tl III III
II

Mortality of Man

Christ, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
nsme of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye sbsll
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:38). Baptism
must be by immersion, for it is a symbol of death, burial
and resurrection. In Romans 6:3-7, Paul argued for
immersion in this way: "Know ye not, that so many of us

as were baptized in Jesus Christ were baptized into his
death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ was raised up Irom the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of his death, we sbsll be also in the likeness of his
resurrection: knowing this, that our old man is crucified
with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is
treed Irom sin."
Baptism is essential to salvation, for Peter said, "The
longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the
ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were
saved by water. The Iike figure whereunto even baptism
doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of
the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,)
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ" (l Peter 3:20,21).
Baptism of small children and babies is not valid in th
sight of God. For one thing, sprinkling or pouring i
generally substituted for immersion, and there is no Bibl
reason, and therefore no excuse, for such a substitution. POI
another thing, belief and repentance are essential beio:
baptism, and it is impossible for babies and small child) II
to reason well enough to believe and repent. We alr III
have read Acts 2:38, which shows that repentanc
j
necessary. Turn now to Mark 16:15,16: "He said unto III III
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Go ye into aD the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believetb and is baptized shaD be saved;
but he that believetb not shell be damned"
And after you have made Jesus as your personal Saviour,
the work of Christianity in your life is just beginning. From
the moment of your baptism, trials and temptations seek to
crowd Jesus from your mind and heart. That's why Paul
wrote to the Romans,
"There is therefore now no

condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk
not after the flesh, but after the spirit" (Romans 8:1). We
must throw off the yoke of fleshly lusts that lead to sin
ind death, and walk freely in the spirit of Christ.
But does it reaDy make any difference what you believe?
I'orne will say that
if you preach specific doctrine, and that
there is only one way into salvation," you are narrowminded and egotistical. They say you preach bigotry. God's
Word, however, constantly affirms that the preaching of
pccific doctrine is necessary to keep people informed of.
( d's singular way of salvation. Jesus said, ''If ye continue
III my word, then are ye my disciples indeed,' and yo shell
~now the truth, and the truth shell make you free" (John
H:. l,32). Paul said to Timothy, "Preach the word,' be instant
1/1 esson, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with sll

IllfIgsufkring and doctrine. For the time will come when
hoy will not endure sound doctrine, but after their OMI
III.Is shaD they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
IS,' and they shell turn away their ears from the truth,
III shell be turned unto fables" (2 Tim. 4:2-4). That time
with us now. Never before have so many fables been
from pulpits throughout the world. And so feeble
I I pathetic is the Bible knowledge of most people that the
I II
are accepted as fact. Remember, this is a matt r f
II md death.
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In 1 Tim. 4:1-6, Paul cautioned, "Now the Spirit spesketb
expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;
speaking lies in hypocrisy," having their conscience seared
with a hot iron; forbidding to many, and commanding to
abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received
with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the
truth. For every creature of God is good, and nothing· to
be refused, if It be received with thanksgiving: for it is
sanctified by the word of God and prayer" If thou put the
brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a
good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of
faith and of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast sttsiaed."
Speaking of the coming of Christ, John said, ''If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him
not into your house, neither bid him God speed- for he
that biddetb him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds"
(2 John 10,11). Would you call John narrow-minded and
egotistical? Would you say that this man who penned the
Golden Text of the Bible (John 3:16) was bigoted in his
preaching?
Jude said, "Beloved, when I gave all diligence to writ

unto you of the common salvation, It was needful for OJ
to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should esmest!
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto ,II
saints" (Vs. 3). Wouldn't you say Jude knew it mad I
difference what people believed?
Let us each determine to study our Bibles, as did t II
Bereans who listened to Paul and Silas (Acts 17:10-12) 1111
hold fast the true teachings of God. Conscientiously I .1
these truths will mean life eternal to you when Jesus 111
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Study Questions:
1.

What Bible fact teaches that
heaven at death?

man can't

go to

2.

What difference does it make what you believe
about man's mortality?

3.

In our lesson, what items were presented that we
must do to have Jesus as Lord and Savior?

4.

What warning did Paul give in 1 Timothy 4:1-6
that makes knowing truth important?
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