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CHAPTER ONE

THE CREATIVE

AGE

As

WE BEGIN this series of .studies on God's Master
Plan, we want to acknowledge help received from the
book, "Dispensational Truth" by Clarence Larkin; from
the various writings of R. H. Judd; and from the books
of Dr. Bullinger.
Our studies will concern the following major themes:
The Creative Age; The Eden Age and Its Crisis; The
Sin of Man; The Pre-Flood Age and Its Crisis the Flood;
The Post-Flood Age with Its Crisis at the Tower of Babel; The Age of the Patriarchs and Its Crisis; The Egyptian Bondage; The Age of Law and Its Crisis, Calvary;
The Age of Grace and Its Coming Crisis, The Time of
Tribulation; The Millennium and Its Crisis, the Little
Season; and The Age of Ages Which Will Never End.
Because we are limited in time, we cannot study these
great themes in detail, but we will try to review the major
points of interest and lessons of importance to be learned
from each of these parts of God's Master Plan. You will
notice that these studies will take us in chronological
order from Genesis through Revelation, from the beginning of time to eternity. Naturally, our study of God's
Master Plan begins with
<

The Creative Age
Genesis 1:1 makes this bold, simple, monumental statement, "In the beginning God created the heaven and the
earth." No man knows when this was! At some tim in
the dateless past, God created this earth and the h av I1S
or universe around it. A recent clipping from :'I fri nd
. says, "The Biblical story of creation has n wand Slril.
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ing scientific evidence on its side, reports Prof. Edward
McCrady of the University of the South. Modern study
indicates that all known elements in the universe came
into existence practically at once-within
a half hour or
so. Before that time there could have been no chemical
elements at all. Dating studies, based on radio-active decay of uranium, fix the date of that awesome moment of
creation at about five billion years ago." These are the
words of a scientist and we find no fault with them. Perhaps it was five billion years ago that "the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear" (Heb. 11:3).
Scripture indicates very strongly that this original creation was a place of beauty and inhabited. The second
verse of Genesis shows us that this original creation became a formless waste, but it was not created that way.
"The earth was without form, and void; and darkness
was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters." A study of the Hebrew words used in this verse is very revealing. The word
translated ,"was" is used also in Genesis 2:7, 4:3, and
9:15. In each of these places it is translated not "was," but
"became." This should be the reading in this verse we
have read, "The earth became without form and void."
The phrase "without form" in Hebrew is tohu. The earth
became tohu. Turning in our Bibles to Isaiah 45 :18, we
read, "God himself that formed the earth and made it;
he hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed
it to be inhabited." The words "in vain" are also from the
Hebrew word tohu. He created it not tohu. What does
this all mean? It means that in the beginning God created a beautiful earth which may have been inhabited,
which eventually became tohu - formless, void, covered
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with darkness, and water. This may have been what Peter
referred to when he said, in 2 Peter 3 :6, "The world that
then was, being overflowed with water, perished." We do
not know what caused this great catastrophe, and conjecture is useless except as an exercise for the mind.
We do not know when the earth was created: how long
it existed in its original, beautiful state; when it became
dark and dead; nor how long it remained in darkness,
covered by water. It may have been billions of years, as
science seems inclined to believe.
In these Biblical facts, however, may rest the answer
to skeptics who say the Bible denies the great age of the
earth. It does no such thing! Those geological phenomena of the earth which suggest its great age-coal, oil,
erosion, fossils, cave formations, and radio-active mattercould very well have been formed during the trackless
ages between the creation of the earth and the time it
became without form and void. Even the great beasts of
the earth whose fossils and bones remain, could well have
inhabited the earth during that same time. With men we
have a different story, for there is not one single shred of
real scientific proof that man has inhabited the earth for
more than ten thousand years. True, we have museums
full of plaster-of-Paris figments of imagination, and textbooks full of fanciful theories about so-called prehistoric
man, but there is not a hint of real evidence to support
these theories.
Beginning with Genesis 1:3 through Genesis 2:7, we
have a record of the restoration or re-creation of the earthbecome-void, and a record of the creation of man. Mr.
Larkin calls to our attention that during the first five
days of creation the Lord reversed the probable process
by which the earth became dark and void. First He re[ 6 "]

vealed light; then an atmosphere to support life; then
caused the covering waters to recede, revealing dry
-ground ; then bringing forth -vegetation to purify the air
and perform its many other functions; then revealing the
stars .and planets; then creating life in the waters; and
finally creating animal life upon land.
On the sixth day, God created man. We are interested
in the: verse which explains this. "The Lord God formed
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul"
(Gen. 2:7). Notice the mathematical formula: body of
dust plus spirit of life equals man. The formula does not
read: body plus spirit plus soul equals man. The word
"soul" in this verse is the Hebrew word nephesh which is
translated "creature" in verses 21 and 24, and "life" in
verses 20 and 30 of chapter 1. In Genesis 1:20, "God said,
Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life." "Life" here is nephesh, or soul, the
same word used in Genesis 2 :7, "man besame a living
soul." It means, man became a creature with life.
The Crisis of the Creative Age
The Creative Age began to reach its climax when the
man and woman God created were placed in the Garden
of Eden, the paradise prepared for them by the Lord.
Here in this place of beauty, Adam and Eve lived in innocence under ideal conditions for another unknown
length of time. Here our ancestors had a perfect environment, direct communion with God, no pre-determination to sin, and all in material blessings that anyone could
ask. But in this Garden was a place of testing, the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil! At this place of testing
our ancestors failed and, disobeying God, they sinned
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unto death, bringing the creative age and the time of innocence to its crisis and end. The earth God had created
and restored, and man whom God created for it, came to
an inglorious place: "Cursed is the ground for thy sake:
in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and
thou shalt eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art,
and unto dust shalt thou return" (Gen. 3:17~19).
The first age in God's Master Plan came to its crisis as
a result of sin. Beginning well, the age degenerated to its
end when Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden.
Thus the stage is set and the mold formed for every age
to follow. Every attempt of God to bless His people, to
develop a relationship of righteousness and fellowship,
has failed when mankind has chosen to turn from God to
sin. We will see this pattern repeated over and over as we
review the history of God's Master Plan and look closely
at our own age.
Are you contributing to this pattern of decline by your
willfulness and failure to surrender to the Lord? Are you
of your father Adam, or of the family of God?
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CHAPTER TWO

THE PRE-FLOOD AGE AND THE FLOOD
THE
SECOND age in God's Master 'Plan we might
call the
.
Pre-Flood Age

This Age began with the expulsion of Adam and Eve
from the Garden of Eden, and ended about fifteen hundred years later with the great flood in Noah's time. This
period of time is covered by five chapters of the BibleGenesis 4-8. The Age began with a crisis, the fall of
man, and ended with a crisis, the destruction of all living
things except Noah, his family, and the animals saved in
the ark.
_ We would like you to notice with us some of the outstanding features of that Age, as revealed by the Bible.
That Age was similar in many ways to our own, and
there are valuable lessons to be learned by the tragic
history of rebellion against God resulting in destruction.
First, we believe that the pre-Flood Age was an age of
grace, not of law. There was no written law from God
during this time. There was only the word handed down
by Adam, Seth, and Enoch, all men of God, or at least
acquainted with the will of God. Though sin was present
from birth, because of the sin of Adam, and though death
reigned, there was possibility of forgiveness through sacrifice, as illustrated by the story of Cain and Abel. Hebrews 11:4 teaches that Abel, and undoubtedly those who
followed his example in those days, was accounted righteous-that is, gained remission of sins through his offering of a blood sacrifice unto God. "Abel offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he
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obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of
his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh." Information about the age before the Flood is fragmentary, but
it is both logical and Scriptural to believe that God provided a way of forgiveness from sin for the faithful of
this age. That means of forgiveness was blood sacrifice,
demonstrated when God slew animals to provide coverings for Adam and Eve, practiced by Abel, and probably
preached to all by Adam, Seth, Enoch, and Noah successively.
Here is the first similarity to our time. Remission of
sins is provided for us by the shedding of the blood of
the Lamb of God. Sinners by birth and life, we can be
forgiven, accounted righteous, reconciled to God, by
means of the sacrifice of Christ. We appropriate this
remission of sins to ourselves by means of belief, repentance, and baptism. "Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins," said Peter to the first three thousand conVerts to enter the church on the Day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:38). The blood of Christ is the means of grace
today, foreshadowed millenniums
ago by the bloodofferings of the faithful from Adam to Noah.
A second feature of the pre-Flood Age, very similar to
our own time, was that in spite of the grace of God and
the opportunity to be forgiven by faith in the blood offering typifying Christ, evil increased. That Age, like ours,
was one of material progress, but moral degradation.
Population was increasing, men became learned in arts,
crafts, and sciences, but wickedness and rebellion against
God also increased. Looking over the genealogies in Genesis 4 we find these inklings of the economic and cultural progress of the time. Cain "builded a city" (v. 17).
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[abel "was the father of such as dwell in tents, and of
such as have cattle" (v. 20). Jubal "was the father of afl
such as handle the harp and organ" (v. 21). Tubal-cain
was an "instructer of every artificer in brass and iron"
(v. 22). These were civilized people. They were herds-men, city builders, musicians, industrialists, and craftsmen. They lived in a rapidly growing, developing world.
"Men began to multiply .on the earth" (Gen. 6:1). This
is what men saw! But what did God see?
"God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually ... The earth also was
corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence" (Gen. 6:5, 11). The pre-Flood Age had "preachers
of righteousness" like Noah. It had opportunity "to receive the grace of God; it had a progressive culture; it
was learned in arts and crafts; it was materially blessed;
but God saw it was full of wickedness, corruption, and
violence. You who have eyes to see, and ears to hear, and
noses to smell, do not need a diagram to see the similarity to our own age. We have access to God's grace. We
have widespread preaching of the gospel and distribution
of the Bible. We have realized great cultural and scientific
advances; we are living in a growing, developing world;
but God sees wickedness, corruption, and violence in the
earth. The pre-Flood Age, like our own, was marked
with moral decline, in spite of material progress. Because
of this decline, the pre-Flood Age reached a time of
crisis when the Lord said, "I will destroy man whom I
have created from the face of the earth" (Gen. 6:7).
The relationship between this crisis in the days of
Noah and that which will end our own age, is well
known to all students of prophecy. Jesus said, "As the
[11]

days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, and
knew not until the flood came, and took them all away;
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (Matt.
24:37-39).
The Crisis of the Flood

The great crisis which ended the pre-Flood Age was
the Flood. This was an unnatural deluge in which the
earth opened, the sea rushed inland, and the windows of
heaven opened to pour down water for forty days and
nights. From this great catastrophe only Noah and his
family were saved in the ark which had been prepared
because Noah believed God. It is very probable that it
took Noah and his family one hundred twenty years to
prepare the ark (Gen. 6:3). During those years when the
ark was being prepared, Noah preached to the people to
repent and join him (1 Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5). But when
the Flood came, only the few were saved. The many who
had scoffed and gone on with "business as usual" perished. Thus ended the second age in God's Master Plan.
Looking back on this age, to learn from its errors,
what was it that caused it to decline and finally to perish?
First, the spirit of Cain who thought, "It doesn't matter
about blood sacrifice and faith in God. I will do what I
can and make do with what I have on hand." Second was
humanism-pride with human accomplishments and development, and reliance on culture, arts, and science to
the exclusion of God. Third was lack of separation-intermingling and intermarriage between sons of God and
worldly women. Fourth was widespread wickedness, corruption, and reliance on violence to settle problems and
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"get ahead." Because of these conditions God, after giving
opportunity for forgiveness, after much patient urging to
repentance, abruptly ended the age with the Flood.
We are firmly convinced that our age is rapidly approaching a similar crisis for similar reasons. But an ark
has been prepared-even Jesus. W ecan come to Him, be
forgiven and justified, arid enter into the ark of safety.
When the crisis comes,we can be caught up to fife as
Noah was, while this age comes to its tragic dimaxat
Armageddon. Now the long-suffering of God waits for
you, but soon the doors will be closed and the flood of
wrath be poured out. Come into the ark now by believing
in Jesus, repenting of sin, and being baptized into Christ.
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CHAPTER THREE

THE POST-FLOOD

AGE

THUS
~AR, in our series of studies of God's Master
Plan, we have studied the Creative Age and its crisis
through sin in the Garden of Eden. Then we studied
the Pre-Flood Age, with its crisis, the Flood. We now
will study the
Post-Flood Age
This age began with the end of the Flood and lasted
about three hundred fifty years, till the crisis at the tower
of Babel. What we know about this age we read in Genesis 9, 10, and 11. It was the shortest of all the ages we will
study, but it followed the same general pattern. Beginning well, the age was marked by decline to a crisis, this
time at the Tower of Babel.
There are many interesting features about this PostFlood Age, which make it both practical and interesting
to Us in this time. We will call your attention to these
features in this study.
As the Post-Flood Age began, the earth had been
cleansed by water and wicked men had been destroyed.
The earth was populated only by Noah, his wife, his three
sons=-Shem, Ham, and Japheth-and
their wives. From
this family all the people of the world descended. The
ancient nations and races descended from the three sons
of Noah are listed in Genesis 10. Generally speaking, [apheth was the father of the European nations, Ham of the
southwestern Asian and African peoples, and Shem the
Semitic races. In this connection it is interesting to read
Paul's words in Acts 17:26: God "hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the fa-ce of
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the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation." The feeling
of inherent racial superiority and the practice of racial
discrimination has no basis in Scripture. The family of
Shem, the youngest son, is the one the Old Testament
deals with most exhaustively, for Shem was the ancestor
of Abraham and hence of the nation of Israel, God's
chosen people. Science should be able to trace all tribes,
races, and nations back to the Tigris-Euphrates Valley,
to the sons of Noah-Shem,
Ham, and Japheth.
During the three hundred fifty years from the Flood to
the Tower of Babel, there was as yet no written law.
Knowledge of God came from Noah, and from Shem,
who was still alive long after the incident at Babel. It
seems likely that people had a knowledge of God and
the possibility of forgiveness by blood sacrifice. They also
had one specific law from God against murder. "Whoso
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed:
for in the image of God made he man" (Gen. 9:6). In
addition the people of this age were aware of the covenant between God and Noah, that God would not again
destroy all living things by water. Weare often asked
what will happen to these people -in the resurrection and
judgment. How will God judge people who were not
under the law and who had not heard the gospel?
We do not know, of course, how God will judge every
person. Only God knows! But there is a principle of
judgment mentioned by Paul in Romans 2, which may
give some light on the question. Paul said, "As many as
have sinned without law shall also perish without law:
and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by
the law; (for not the hearers of the law are just before
God, but the doers of the law shall be justified. For when
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the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the
things contained in the law; these, having not the law,
are a law unto themselves: which shew the work of the
law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing
witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or
else excusing one another;) in the day when God shall
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my
gospel" (vv. 12-16).
It seems that there may be three bases for judgment.
Those who lived in the Age of the Law will be judged
by the law; how well they did with the knowledge they
had. Those who live in this Gospel Age and have heard
the gospel of salvation preached will be judged by the
standards of the gospel. Did we or did we not accept
Christ as Our Saviour and live in Him? But those who
had neither the law nor the gospel, like the Gentiles who
lived before Christ, and those millions since who have
never heard the gospel because of the failure of Christians to be missionary, will be judged by conscience. Did
they live up to the light they had? Did they obey the law
of their own hearts? Only God knows! Those who did
not live under the law, and who never heard the gospel
may be given an opportunity to find salvation in some
future time, when and how we do not know. There will
be no "second chance," however, for those who have
heard and today have opportunity to come to Christ.
Another feature of the Post-Flood Age which interests
us is that man became a meat eater. God said, in Genesis
9 :3, "Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for
you; even as the green herb haveI given you all things."
Later, after Moses, this was modified to include only
clean animals, but even under the law of Moses man's
principal food was meat. We call this to your attention
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because of the attitude which some religious bodies have
adopted about meat. This is not really strange, for Paul
predicted in 1 Timothy 4:1-3, "Now the Spirit speaketh
expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from
the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of
devils; speaking lies in hypocrisy ... forbidding to marry,
and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath
created to be received with thanksgiving of them which
believe and know the truth." Notice that one of the.signs
of apostasy in the last days is to be "forbidding to 'marry,
and commanding to abstain from meats." These are the
words of the Bible.
The Post-Flood Age, like the two before it, and the
'four which followed it, followed a pattern of decline to
a crisis, in which God found it necessary to intervene.
God drove Adam and Eve out of Eden to end the first
age. He caused the Flood which ended the second age.
The third age reached its end in the
Crisis at the Tower of Babel
As people began to multiply and repopulate the earth
after the Flood, a new phenomenon was introduced in
the earth. Cush and his son Nimrod, two descendants of
Ham, began to band men together to form cities and empires. Babylon and Assyria were founded by them. It is
interesting to notice that fifteen hundred years later it
was Assyria which destroyed the northern Kingdom of
Israel and Babylon which took captive the southern Kingdom of Judah. Those two warring nations were founded
by Cush and Nimrod, in what now appears to have been
rebellion against God.
The Bible says very little about the affair at the Tower
of Babel, but human historical records, added to the Bible account, give us a fairly complete record. The laborious
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study of the late Alexander Hislop, which can be found
in his book, "The Two Babylons," tells what must have
happened at Babel. From the Bible, the Babylonian his:
tory, and Dr. Hislop, we: get the following picture:
Ham, Noah's son, was put under a curse (Gen. 9:25).
Ham's son was Cush. History shows that Cush was Bel,
the founder of the city of Babylon. Cush, probably embittered by the curse on his family, became an apostate
and, claiming to be a prophet, organized a new religion
in rebellion against God. All people then lived in a relatively small area, and spoke the same language. Cush
persuaded them to build Babylon and. begin work on
the great Tower of Babel. The Tower of Babel was designed to be a temple where idolatry, originated by Cush,
was to be practiced. Genesis 11 tells how God saw men,
led by Cush, building the tower for idolatrous worship,
in open rebellion against God. The history of Babylon
also indicates that Shem and some of his family stood opposed to the building of Babylon and the idolatry it represented; but they were ignored, while the majority sided
with the false prophet Cush to throw off the yoke of God.
As a result of the idolatry and rebellion, "the Lord
came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of .men builded. And the Lord said, Behold, the
people is one, -and they have all one language; and this
they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained
from them, which they have imagined to do. Go to, let
us go down, and there confound their language, that they
may not understand one another's speech. So the Lord
scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all
the earth: and they left off to build the city. Therefore is
the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there
confound the language of all the earth" (Gen. 11:5-9).
[18]

History goes on to show that Nimrod, or Ninus, the
son of Cush, or Bel, later became the first king of Babylon, finishing the city and going out to conquer all the
country around. This Nimrod and his wife, Semeramis,
were also idolaters and instituted most of the practices
and teachings associated with idolatry down through history and now incorporated into much of professed Christianity. Idolatry and rebellion were the causes for the
crisis at Babel which ended the Post-Flood Age. Babel
did not stop idolatry, nor even slow it down. In the age
which followed, the Age of the Fathers, which we will
study next week, God found it necessary to turn from
mankind in general, leaving it to its chosen course of
idolatry, and to begin to develop a new nation of men
who would bear His name and obey His will.
. The Creative Age ended when Adam and Eve were
disobedient. The Flood came when the Lord saw that
wickedness was great in the earth. The Post-Flood Age
ended when men turned from God to idols. God is longsuffering and patient, but He hates sin. He will not allow
any ageto continue forever in sin, idolatry, and rebellion.
Eventually the accounting must come! Our own age is
fast approaching the time of accounting when God will
intervene. Will you be spared as Noah and Shem, or will
you be found in sin, apostasy, idolatry, and rebellion
against God? We hope you will be found in Jesus when
our age reaches its inevitable crisis, and the tribulation
comes.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE AGE OF THE PATRIARCHS
AFTER
the confusion .of tongues and the dispersion
of the people who conspired with Cush to rebel and establish idolatrous religion at Babel, depraved people apparently went from bad to worse. Nimrod founded Babylon
and Assyria in the area of the tower of Babel, and within
a few generations, it appears that all the world had forgotten God. The terrible depravity of this time is described in Romans 1. Out of this chaos, God started a
new age.
The Age of the Patriarchs
God called Abraham out of Ur of the Chaldees to
become the father of a new nation. God hoped that this
new nation would bear His name, do His will, and be
the means of making Himself known and loved by the
world of men. The Age of the Patriarchs, or, as we
would say it, "Fathers," began a few years after Babel
and lasted till the Exodus, a period of about four hundred
fifty years. We learn about this Age of the Fathers from
Genesis 12 to Exodus 1. The story of this age is the story
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Jacob's twelve sons,
especially Joseph, fathers of the nation of Israel.
There are many interesting and practical features about
this age which can be helpful to us in this Age of Grace.
The purpose of the Age of the Fathers was to develop
a nation of people who would have faith in God, do His
will, and be a light to the rest of the world. When this
nation failed, as we will learn from a later study, God
called upon a new group, the church, to fulfill this purpose. The founders, or fathers, of this chosen nation, Is-
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rael, were Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Jacob's sons. The
time when they lived is called the Age of the Fathers.
God started with Abraham, who was a citizen of the
city of Dr, in the land of Chaldea. Abraham came from
a family of idolaters. Joshua 24:2 says, "Your fathers
dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, even
Terah, the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor;
and they served other gods." In spite of his past and his
environment, God saw something in Abraham which
convinced Him that here was a man He could use. As
God said later, "I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him, and they shall keep
the way of the Lord" (Gen. 18:19). Abraham, a faithful
father, passed on his faith as a heritage to his children.
God is not concerned with your past, or with your ancestors, or with .your environment. He is interested in
your present and future. If you will heed His call as
Abraham did and have faith, He can use and bless you.
The great faith evidenced by Abraham is one of the
inspiring features of the Age of the Fathers. He was
seventy-five years old when God told him, "Get thee out
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy
father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee" (Gen.
12:1). In other words, God said, "Give up everything and
come with me." Was it easy? Put yourself in Abraham's
place; He was an old man, settled, wealthy, among
friends and relatives. But Abraham obeyed! Like the
apostles who left their families and businesses to follow
Jesus, Abraham obeyed.
Today Jesus says to you, "He that loveth father or
mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me. ,And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after
[21]

me, is not worthy of me" (Matt. 10:37, 38). What is
keeping you from accepting Christ? What is your reason
for not serving? What holds you back?
Another important feature of the Age of the Fathers
was the promise which God made to Abraham, and repeated to Isaac and Jacob. The Abrahamic promises are
vitally important to understanding the Bible; they are
essential to the future of Israel, and they are the foundation for Christians' hope for the future. The covenant
made between God and Abraham is eternal. It has been
added to, defined, and enlarged upon, but never annulled
and never fulfilled. We still look forward to the fulfillment of these promises in all God's children by faith.
These promises made to Abraham are called "the gospel"
by Paul in Galatians 3 :8, "The scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the heathen through faith, preached
before the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall all
nations be blessed." Paul explained that this part of the
promise referred to Christ, a descendant of Abraham,
through whom anyone can be saved, by faith.
The promises made to Abraham and later to Isaac and
Jacob, can be read in detail in Genesis 12, 15, 17, 26, and
28. The fathers were promised that the land of Canaan
would belong to them and to their seed forever. Eternal
life was implied in this promise. They were told that one
of their descendants would open the way for all people
to become heirs to this inheritance. through faith. They
were promised that they would have many heirs by faith.
The Apostle Paul related these promises to us in this
way. In Romans 4:13, 16, Paul said, "For the promise,
that he should be the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith .... Therefore it is of faith, that it
[22]

might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure
to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but
to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the
father of Us all." Then in Galatians 3:26, 27, 29, Paul
added, "For ye are all the children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ .... And if ye be Christ's,
then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise." We believe that a child of God by faith and
immersion into Christ is an heir to the Abrahamic promises. The earth will be his for an eternal possession and
home. He will share with Christ in the rulership of the
earth and will work with Christ in the Kingdom of God
on earth, restoring and rebuilding for eternity. Our heirship with Christ is defined by the promises made to Abraham. Study them! Be persuaded as was Abraham of their
truth! Be of the Faith of Abraham!
The Age of the Fathers reached its climax in
T he Egyptian Bondage
After Joseph was sold into Egypt and was found there
by his family, Jacob and his sons and their families moved
into Egypt. They were given a choice piece of ground
on which to live and raise their herds. They and their
descendants became satisfied with the land and showed
no inclination to return home to Canaan. Eventually, the
Egyptian king became fearful of the presence of so large
a tribe of foreign people living in a group within his
land. He began to try to eliminate them through persecution. The persecution was so severe that the Israelites
cried for deliverance and GOd raised up Moses to lead
them back to their promised homeland, beginning the
Age of the Law, which we will study next week.
What was the cause of the crisis which ended the Age
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of the Fathers? Why captivity and persecution in Egypt?
The first age ended because of disobedience; the second
because of world-wide wickedness; the third because of
rebellion and idolatry. The Age of the Fathers declined
and ended in crisis because of lukewarmness and complacency. The people of Israel, called to be a separate people, cailed to inhabit the land of Canaan, called to be a
light to the Gentiles, settled down in Egypt and would
probably have been satisfied to stay forever. They were
not accomplishing their purpose, and were apparently
completely unconcerned about their land or their mission. So God gave them trouble at the hand of Pharaoh,
to persuade Israel to turn from their self-satisfied, prosperous, lukewarmness to Him and to the mission He had
for them. The age of the fathers declined and ended because of sins of omission, compromise between God's
children and the world, and complete lack of concern
about those outside the faith.
In our age the church has temporarily replaced Israel.
It is called to be the light to the world. It is supposed to be
a separate people! It is supposed to be free from the bondage of sin and death! But as our age draws to its close, we
see the nominal church in the world and of the world;
unconcerned about the lost; living in luxury; satisfied
with status quo, and lukewarm to its whole call and mission. Be sure of this-a crisis is coming from which only
the faithful will escape with their Saviour Jesus.
Are you settled down in the Egypt of sin and death,
satisfied with the world and its temporary pleasures? Or
are you longing for the Kingdom to come, the exodus
to eternity at Jesus' coming? Are you watching and waiting, prepared to meet Jesus face to face and reign with
Him in the promised Kingdom?
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CHAPTER FIVE

THE AGE OF THE LAW

'W

HAVE studied together the first four time periods of God's Master Plan. We have taken note of the
crises which ended' those four ages. We continue this
study of God's Master Plan by considering the fifth age.

The Age of the Law
After the Age of the Fathers ended in the crisis of
bondage in Egypt, God began a new age with the exodus
of the nation of Israel out of Egypt. A few days after
the crossing of the Red Sea, the nation of Israel under
leadership of Moses, camped at Mount Sinai. There, God
gave Moses the law by which this nation was to be ruled.
This law remained in effect for Israel until the crucifixion
of Christ, fifteen hundred years later, hence this age is
called the Age of the Law.
The Age of the Law, which began at the exodus and
lasted to Calvary, a period of fifteen hundred years, is covered by most of the Old Testament from Exodus through
Malachi. The history of this age is actually the history
of the rise and fall of the nation of Israel.
The purpose of the Age of Law was to create a separate, peculiar nation of people who would obey the will
of God, and be a light to the rest of the world to lead it
back to God. In Exodus 19:5, 6 God informed the newly
freed, newly formed nation, "If ye will obey my voice
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar
treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is
mine: and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and
an holy nation." These words were spoken to Moses, to be
delivered to Israel, at the same time God gave Moses the
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law by which Israel was to live. The law of Moses (the
Ten Commandments written on stone and the rest of
the law) was given to the nation of Israel, and to Israel
alone, to discipline it and prepare it for the coming of
Messiah. Paul said, in Galatians 3:24, 25, "The law was
our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might
be justified by faith. But after that faith is come, we are
no longer under a schoolmaster." God's purpose in the
Age of the Law was to develop a nation to reign with
Christ and to bring the truth of God to light. The Mosaic
law was given to guide the nation to this end.
We cannot even outline the history of this age in the
brief time we have, for it is, as we said, the history of the
nation of Israel. The Age of the Law included the exodus
from Egypt, the entrance into Canaan under Joshua, the
conquering of the land and division of it, the four-hundred-fifty year period of judges, the rule of Saul, David,
and Solomon, the division of the kingdom into Judah
and Israel, the reigns of the kings of these two kingdoms,
the captivity of Babylon, the return to and rebuilding of
Jerusalem, and finally the ministry, ejection, and crucifixion of Christ.
There are, however, certain features of the Age of the
Law which are important to us.
First, it is important to realize that in the Age of the
Law, God worked exclusively with the nation of Israel.
God had little or no dealings with Gentiles in that age,
except when they had some association with the nation
of Israel. In the four ages which preceded this, God had
tried to work with all men, but they would not have Him.
Paul said, in Romans 1:21, 28, "When they knew God,
they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful;
but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish
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heart was darkened ... they did not like to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind." Then Paul went on, in Romans 2, to tell how
God, having turned from mankind in general, chose out
a nation to serve Him and through whom to work out
His plan for the world. Israel, also, failed and God had
to turn from it temporarily, back to the Gentiles. But
during the Age of the Law, from Exodus through Malachi, God was dealing with Israel and Israel alone.
Secondly, we note that the law of Moses was for Israel
only during the Age of the Law. It was not a universal
law! It never applied to the Gentiles! Deuteronomy 33:4
reads, "Moses commanded us a law, even the inheritance
of the congregation of Jacob." This law of Moses was a
covenant between Israel and God. Exodus 34:27, 28 tells
us, "The Lord said unto Moses, Write thou these words:
for after the tenor of these words I have made a covenant with thee and Israel ... and he wrote upon the
tables the words of the covenant, the ten .commandments." Notice, the Ten Commandments were a covenant between Israel and God! Hebrews 9:4 calls the tables
of stone on which the Ten Commandments were written,
"the tables of the covenant." Gentiles have never been
under this covenant, nor is the church under it now.
Thirdly, we observe that the Age of the Law, like the
four ages before it, was marked by moral decline, eventually ending in the rejection of Messiah and His crucifixion. The rapid national and moral decline of Israel
seems to have begun with the end of Solomon's reign. The
kingdom was divided and, except for brief seasons of
reform and revival, each of the divisions rapidly degenerated into idolatry and ceremonial godliness. The pattern of decline can be mapped through the Books of
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Kings, and through the books of the prophets. By the
time Jesus appeared on the scene in the very last days of
the Age of the Law, He observed, in a long discourse in
Matthew 23, condemning the state of religion, "Woe
unto' you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut
'up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither
go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering
to go in ... ye also outwardly appear righteous unto
men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity .
. . . Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape
the, damnation of hell?" (Matt. 23 :13, 28, 33). The Age
of the Law, following the cycle of history, declined to the
lamentable state here partially described by Jesus. Religion was a mere form with most who made a profession,
and the majority of people in the world did not even
bother to make a profession of belief.
It was this moral decline of Israel under the law which
brought the Age of the Law to
The Crisis at Calvary
The crucifixion of Jesus accomplished many objectives.
Christ's death, the result of rejection by the nation which
was to have been schooled by the law to receive Him
and reign with Him, ended the Age of the Law and began the Age of Grace in which we now live. The New
Testament is explicit in its teaching that the age of God's
dealings with Israel and the covenant of the law was
over when Jesus died. Jesus fulfilled the law, according
to His own prediction. When He died, He said, "It is
finished." Many scriptures, explain this. "Ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ" (Rom. 7:4).
"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law ...
wherefore then serveth the law" (Gal. 3:13, 19). Colos'sians 2:14 reads, "Blotting out the handwriting of ordi[28J

nances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross." The crisis
at Calvary ended the Age of the Law and the work of
the law. The law of commandments is as dead as the
age for which it was designed. Some children of Satan
would have us again bound by that law of sin and death;
but, thank God, we are free through Christ.
.
Calvary not only ended the Age of the Law, but it became the foundation of the Age of Grace to follow, that
age in which we now live, and which we will study next
week. The death of Jesus set aside the law which blocked
the way of sal~ation for Gentiles, and made it possible
for all men. everywhere to be saved, through Christ.
Calvary abolished the law of Moses and opened the door
of opportunity to Gentiles to become children of Cod
and heirs of salvation. Because of Calvary, and through
the cross, God ceased to work exclusively with Israel, but
offered remission of sins to all who will accept Jesus as
Saviour. We next will consider more fully the way of
salvation, now provided in this Age of Grace.
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CHAPTER SIX

THE AGE OF GRACE
THE
AGE of Grace began with the crucifixion, burial,
and resurrection of Jesus, and will end in the end of the
time of tribulation to come, when Jesus comes a second
time, visibly to earth to establish His Kingdom. We are
now living in the twentieth century of the Age of Grace.
We may live to see its conclusion. We learn about this
Age of Grace from the New Testament. The Old Testament says little or nothing about it, for the prophets did
not foresee this age between the suffering and glory of
Christ. They foresaw Jesus' ministry, death, burial, and
resurrection. They foresaw His glorious reign on earth,
but they did not foresee this long Age of Grace and salvation between the two.
The Age of Grace, which we believe is now coming to
its time of crisis and conclusion, is in many ways different from all those ages that have gone before. The great
difference hinges upon the fact that Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, has died for the sins of all mankind, and salvation through remission of sins is open to all who will
accept Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour. Early in this.
age, in the very beginning of His ministry, the Apostle
Paul cried out the glorious message which makes this
age different from all before it: "Be it known unto you
therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is
preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: and by him
all that believe are justified from all things, from which
ye could not be justified by the law of Moses" (Acts
13:38, 39). There were men of faith in ages past, who
heard the gospel of what was to come, and believing were
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counted righteous. Now, all men everywhere have the
evidence of the risen Christ and are called upon to repent, be baptized, and call upon the name of the Lord.
The age in which we live is in some ways similar to
ages before. It is an age·of choice, when men can accept
or reject-the Lord. It is an age of conditions which must
be met if one is to have salvation. It is an age of decline,
which will get worse and worse, as those before it, until
the long-suffering God intervenes and concludes it. Now,
the law is dead; it is no longer the basis for judgment
to come. Conscience is superseded by the gospel of Christ,
and the gospel will be the basis for judgment of all who
have had opportunity to hear it and choose or reject it.
Paul said in Romans 2 :16, "God shall judge the secrets
of men by Jesus Christ according to my gospel." Those
who lived in this Age of Grace will be asked, "Did you
believe the gospel? Did you call upon Jesus and obey His
instructions for salvation?" Your color, your nationality,
your bank account, your name on the church book or
, Sunday school roll will not save you or cause you to be
lost. For now God is concerned only with one thingthat is, your relationship with Jesus Christ His Son. All
else is temporary and will end with death or the end of
the age. Those in Christ will live; this is eternal.
The purpose of this Age of Grace is stated in Acts
15:14, to "visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people
for his name." These "taken out" or "called out" people
are called the church, which is the body of Christ. God
has had a similar purpose in each age, wanting to form
a band or nation of people who would serve Him; and
around whom He could build a righteous world. Now,
through Chri t, God is calling individuals to come out
of the world E sin, join themselves to the body of Christ,
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and serve Him. Around this band of "called out" people, Christ will one day organize the Kingdom of God.
God's purpose in this age is not to convert the world. It
is not to create a brotherhood of man. It is not to build a
one-world, humanistic civilization. God's purpose is to
call out a people through the preaching of the gospel, to
inherit the earth, according to the Abrahamic promise,
and to rule with Christ in the age to come. Christ did
not expect that the preaching of the gospel would ever
create Utopia in this age. He prophesied that the gospel
would divide the world, not unite it (Matt. 10:35). Jesus
expected only that some would hear and believe and be
prepared to meet Him at His coming.
.
The mission of the church in this Age
Grace is similar to Israel's mission in the Age of the Law. The church
is to be the light of the world. As the offspring of God,
through whom the Spirit of God works, the church is
to make God known to all men. By preaching of the gospel, and the example of Spirit-led lives, the "called-out"
ones of God are to make known the good news of Jesus
Christ and the Kingdom which is to come. The church is
miserably failing the Lord in this mission, as evidenced by
the fact that one hundred thousand people die every day
who have not even heard the name of Christ.
The future of the church is made known through an
abundance of New Testament prophecy. At some future,
unknown time, Jesus will descend to earth. Those who
are then living in the body of Christ will be joined,
through bodily resurrection, with those who have died in
Christ; together they will be caught up to meet Christ in
the air (1 Thess. 4 :16, 17). Then, after they have been
judged for rewards, and married to Christ (2 Cor. 5 :10;
Rev. 19:7-9), they will return with Him to the earth to

or
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live and reign with Him a thousand years. Having been
joined to Christ in an unbreakable spiritual union, end
having been made immortal, the church will look forward to eternity with the Lord. This is our hope.
This Age of Grace in which salvation is extended. to
all who will come to Christ has followed the pattern of
?ges past, in that it has been marked by moral decline,
and will continue to depart from God until it reaches its
Crisis in the Day of the Lord
Before this crisis comes, the church will be taken up to
meet Christ in the air (1 Thess. 4:16 - 5:9). With the removal and salvation of the church, this age will come to
its end in a frightful period of apostasy, rebellion, idolatry,
violence, and wickedness. Time does not permit a thorough study of the coming world crisis at this time. It is
the subject of much Bible prophecy, however, and your
own reading of Revelation 6 - 18 will give you an insight
into the fate in store for this age. All the head-in-sand
dreamers who are looking forward to a Communist or
'United Nations or united church Utopia to come out of
this time, are in for a real shock. Our age is in for a crisis,
the like of which has not yet been known. Its outstanding
features will be the reign of Antichrist, a world dictator,
the religious dictatorship of the false prophet, the persecution of Israel and new Christian converts, and finally
the Battle of Armageddon.
There is only one alternative to the crisis to come. That
is to be "in Christ" at His coming and "taken" to be with
Him. Those who have Jesus for their Saviour will be
spared the wrath to come. Returning with Christ, they
will live and reign with Him in the age to follow. Will
you share the fate of the ungodly world, or the destiny of
the body of Christ?
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CHAPTER

SEVEN

THE AGE OF GRACE

I

N OUR last lesson, we learned that we are living in the
last days of the sixth age in God's Master Plan. We concluded that this age will end in a time of great crisis,
after the Lord Jesus Christ has returned to remove His
church from the scene. This great crisis will be a time of
tribulation, when Antichrist will rule the earth and
wickedness and violence will be supreme. The crisis to
come at the end of our age of grace will end with the
appearance of Jesus Christ and the armies of heaven.
Then will begin

The Kingdom Age
The Kingdom Age will begin with the appearance of
Jesus Christ from heaven, will end with the loosing of
Satan, and will last one thousand years. This fact is well
established by Revelation 19 and 20. Because it will last
one thousand years, the Kingdom Age to come is also
popularly known as "the Millennium."
We can best understand the features of the Kingdom
Age to come by studying some of the hundreds of scriptures which describe it.
First, let us be sure to understand that the Kingdom
Age will begin with the second coming of Jesus Christ.
It is not in progress now, nor can it be reality till Jesus
Himself is personally on the scene. It is after the appearance of Jesus that Antichrist is destroyed, sin is curbed,
and Kingdom conditions will be made possible. Those
looking for Kingdom conditions in this age, before Jesus
comes again, are due only for disappointment and frustration.
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Second, before the Kingdom Age begins, all who are
in Christ will be raised from the dead or translated .to
immortality. They will live and reign with Christ during
the thousand-year Kingdom Age. Revelation 20:4 records: "I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the souls of them
that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast,
neither his image, neither had received his mark upon
their foreheads, or in their hands; and they lived and
reigned with Christ a thousand years." These people
seen in John's vision include all who were Christ's from
the beginning of time till the day the Kingdom Age begins. Included are those who died and will be raised at
thebeginning of the time of tribulation to come, when
Jesus takes His church away to meet Him in the air (1
Thess. 4:16, 17), and those who will be converted during
the great crisis to come, and who will die for their faith.
Our hope, as children of God through Jesus Christ, is
, that at the day when Jesus comes to establish His Kingdom, we will be present with Him to live and reign with
Him. We are fully persuaded that if we are truly "in
Christ" that will be our reward. Paul said that Jesus "died
for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live
together with him" (1 Thess. 5:10). Peter expressed our
hope-"If ye do these things, ye shall never tall: for so
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 1:10, 11).
Third, we find in Scripture that Jesus Christ and the
people saved out of all ages will be rulers on' earth in
the Kingdom Age. Many scriptures teach that during the
Kingdom Age Christ and His church will reign on the
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earth. Revelation 5 :9, 10 reads, "They sung a new song,
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed
us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue,
and people, and nation; and hast made us unto our God
kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth." Those
who have been redeemed by the blood of Christ will
reign on the earth, not in heaven. Psalm 37:29 reads, "The
righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for
ever." The Kingdom will be on earth, and Jesus and the
church will reign on earth for one thousand years.
Fourth, we find in Revelation 20:1, 2, that Satan will
be bound during the Kingdom Age. "He laid hold on
the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and
Satan, and bound him a thousand years." This will not
eliminate sin from the hearts of those not in Christ, but
it will eliminate the rulership of Satan in the earth. The
Bible calls Satan the "god of this age" in 2 Corinthians
4:4 (R.V.). This is one explanation of the tremendous
force of wickedness which is bringing our age to its
crisis. But when Jesus comes and reigns in the Kingdom,
He will be ruler and Satan will be bound. This will make
possible the wonders of the Kingdom Age, and makes
such advance impossible in our age.
With Jesus and the church ruling the earth, and with
Satan bound, we find,fifth, that the earth itself will be
a place of restored beauty, fertility, peace, and righteousness. Innumerable passages of Scripture describe the earth
as it will be in the Kingdom Age under the gentle hand
and all-powerful reign of Christ. The Bible helps us visualize these wonders with such passages as: "The earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord"; "They shall
beat their swords into plowshares"; "They shall not hurt
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nor destroy, in all my holy 'mountain?'; "The<deseh'~hall
blossom as a rose"; "The plowman shall overtake the
reaper"; "The mountains shall drop sweet wine, and' all
the hills shall melt." All these beautiful phrases help us
to imagine the earth as it will be restored in the Kingdom Age under the reign of Jesus and His church.
What a hope!
Sixth, we find Scripture full of promise for the nation
of Israel in the Kingdom Age. Isaiah 66, Ezekiel 40-48,
Zechariah 13, 14, and Romans 11 are only a few of the
testimonies of God's Word, witnessing that in the Kingdom Age the nation of Israel will be restored, revived,
and richly rewarded. As ministers and servants of God,
the faithful of Israel will serve in the Millennial temple
and minister to the world with the gospel of Jesus Christ,
during the thousand-year Kingdom Age.
Seventh, we are shocked to learn that in spite of the
obvious advantages of this age over everyone that preceded it, the Kingdom Age will end in a time of rebellion with
The Crisis of the Little Season
Very little is known about this crisis. "When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his
prison, and shall go out to deceive the nations which are
in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to
gather them together to battle: the number of whom is
as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth
of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about,
and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out
f heaven and devoured them" (Rev. 20:7-9).
Aft r one thousand years of perfect government, ideal
'I vironrn
nt, and the personal presence of Christ, nations
will I . de .ived immediately and make war to overthrow
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the 'Kingdom of God; when Satanis loosed among them.
Db we need any further proof of the total depravity of
man and his inability to live in righteousness without
conversion to' Christ and the indwelling power of the
Spirit of God ? Until the heart is changed, a changed environment will not result in righteousness.
Even the glorious Kingdom Age, like the six ages before it, will end in the crisis of rebellion against the rulership of Christ. Natural man will not under any circumstances have the Lord to rule over him. Hence he must
be destroyed in the final crisis of the ages. With the resurrection of all the dead, the final judgment, and destruction of the wicked associated with this time of crisis
(Rev. 20:10-15), the way is paved for
.The Age of Ages

The last of all ages is the apex of God's Master Plan.
It will begin after the final judgment of all the dead, and
the destruction of the wicked, and will never end. First
Corinthians 15:25, 26, 28, records: "He [Jesus] must
reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. The last
enemy that shall be destroyed is death .... And when all
things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son
also himself be subject unto him that put all things under
him, .that God may be all in all." It is useless to try to
describe that age, when Christ and the saved of all ages
will live in eternity with God. Paul saw a vision of that
time and said he "was caught up into paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to
utter" (2 Cor. 12:4). Suffice it to say that "the sufferings
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us" (Rom. 8:18).
The Age of Ages to come is for the faithful of all ages
who have trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, had their sins
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forgiven by the grace of God through faith, and have
truly lived in obedience to the Spirit of God. Will you
be there ? You can be, whoever you are, by coming now
unto Jesus Christ the "Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world" (John 1:29).
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